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ooking back to 2022, our
church was still under the
pandemic at the beginning.

Brothers and sisters in our church
felt alienated from each other, and
children felt depressed at home.
Thank God that through everyone’s
practice of “Love God, Love Family,
Love Church,” we have seen our
church regain the warmth of a big
spiritual family. There were more
than 400 people gathered on Christ-
mas Eve to celebrate the birth of
Jesus. At the year-end youth winter
retreat, more than 50 teenagers got
closer to God together. Our
church’s finances turned from a def-
icit to a surplus. We must give
thanks to our God for this growth.

What lessons does God want
us to learn together this year? What
the people in the world care about is
the kingdom on Earth. What they
care about are inflation and eco-
nomic recession, China’s full open-
ing under the pandemic, China-U.S.
competition, the continuation of the
war between Russia and Ukraine,
etc.

However, what we care
about are the things of the
kingdom of heaven. What
we worry about are the ex-
acerbation of global seculari-
zation, materialistic desires,
love of money, indulgence of
lust, confusion of gender,
group antagonism, escala-
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tion of violence, willfulness, arro-
gance, love of pleasure, and not
loving God. We feel that this is an
era that desperately needs the truth
of the gospel, needs to see a group
of people earnestly living out the life
of Christ, and needs a church that
experiences real changes in words
and deeds, a church that can be
placed in God’s hands and become
God’s tool to change the world. This
is our burden this year.

The primary problem we are
very concerned about is that every-
one in the world is suffering from
the disease of “spiritual dryness.”
The disease is extremely serious,
but people don't know it yet! Per-
haps you may ask what the disease
of “spiritual dryness” is, what the
symptoms are, how to treat it cor-
rectly, and what will happen if peo-
ple are cured.

What is spiritual dryness? The
reason for “spiritual dryness” is that
when God created man, He gave
man not only a physical body, but
also a soul in the body. Human be-

are they who

szg(’r & Thirst |
‘l Watihew 5:6 y

“‘I\.\\\\\\'\\\\ _ \\\\\'.

\_sﬂﬂ | -—‘-O

The Voice of Our Shepherds

hirst for Righteousness,
Live out Christ
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Pastor Chi

ings have souls, so we cannot rely
only on material things to meet hu-
man needs. Material things can sat-
isfy the body but cannot satisfy the
mind. Therefore, there are some
people who feel like they have noth-
ing when they have everything. King
Solomon, who possessed the great-
est wisdom, power, and wealth in
the world, said in his old age,
“Vanity of vanities, says the Preach-
er, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
What does man gain by all the toil
at which he toils under the

sun?” (Ecclesiastes 1:2-3) He told
us that if we leave God and pursue
the meaning and satisfaction of life
only by ourselves, the result will be
vanity.

Many people think that the pur-
pose of life is to seek happiness
and satisfaction. But it turns out to
be nothing. The last chapter of Ec-
clesiastes is the author’s conclusion
and advice after looking back at his
life and understanding it:
“Remember your Creator in the
days of your youth, before the evil
days come and the years draw
near of which you will say, I
have no pleasure in
them.” (Ecclesiastes 12:1)
People must return to the true
God and trust in Jesus in order
to gain peace and satisfaction
in their hearts. The French phi-
losopher Pascal once said: “In
everyone’s heart, there is a
space made by God. This
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space will always be empty unless
the Creator God fills it up through
Jesus Christ.” This is the cause of
“spirituality dryness” disease.

What are the symptoms of
“spiritual dryness”? First, when en-
countering difficulties, people tend to
avoid, complain, be anxious, blame
others, fail to control anger, and even
be violent. Or people may avoid prob-
lems, hide in holes, and be de-
pressed. The most obvious symp-
toms are the loss of love for others,
unwillingness to forgive others, and
lack of peace in the heart! Second,
people prefer to find all kinds of idols,
both visible and invisible, to fill up the
emptiness in the heart. However, that
will create more emptiness, fear, and
helplessness. Therefore, a simple self
-examination to test if your spiritual
dryness is positive is:

(1) Have you lost love and patience
for others?

(2) Have you neglected your spiritual
practice life?

(3) Have you started to be absent
from Sunday worship?

(4) Have you ever compromised with
sin and started telling lies?

How to cure the disease of
“spiritual dryness”? “Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for right-
eousness, for they shall be satis-
fied.” (Matthew 5:6) “Hunger and
thirst” are human instinctive needs. A
person’s reaction to starvation is un-
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comfortable. In the same way, when
the soul is hungry, it will be extremely
eager for soul food to satisfy its
needs; otherwise, there will be prob-
lems!

What is food for the soul? Food
for the soul is obviously not physical
food, but spiritual food. The Bible
says that God is a spirit and only God
Himself can provide food for the soul.
The sweetest food for the soul is the
presence of God and His precious
words. “As a deer pants for flowing
streams, so pants my soul for you, O
God. My soul thirsts for God, for the
living God. When shall | come and
appear before God?” (Psalm 42:1-2)
When | go home from church at night
in winter, | have to be very careful
and drive very slowly when passing
Buice Road, because there are often
deer coming out and crossing the
road to drink water from a cistern on
the opposite side. That is because a
deer needs to drink a lot of water eve-
ry day; otherwise it will feel as terrible
as if it is “dead.” Similarly, we are cre-
ated with souls, so we need to get
close to God, and we need to spend

‘—w‘r

Psalm 42:2 .
My soul thirsts-for God,
for the living God;
When shall | come
and appear before God?
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a lot of time getting close to God and
enjoying God, so that our souls can
feel satisfied.

“0 God, you are my God; ear-

nestly | seek you; my soul thirsts for
you; my flesh faints for you; asin a
dry and weary land where there is no
water.... Because your steadfast love
is better than life, my lips will praise
you. So | will bless you as long as |
live; in your name | will lift up my
hands. My soul will be satisfied as
with fat and rich food, and my mouth
will praise you with joyful lips, when |
remember you upon my bed, and
meditate on you in the watches of the
night.” (Psalm 63:1-6). Let our last
thought at night and first thought in
the morning both be longing for the
presence of the Lord! Say good night
and good morning to the Lord. And let
the thought of being with the Lord fill
our hearts throughout the night.

Mrs. Hong Peng once said that
every night when she had chest pains
and could not fall asleep while lying
on the sofa, she passed the long
night by meditating on the presence
of the Lord. Our souls not only need
God's presence, but also need God’s
words to feed. The LORD said,
“People are not hungry for food, nor
thirsty for water, but for hearing the
words of the LORD.” (Amos 8:11).
The Old Testament points out that the
way to satisfy our souls is to thirst for
God, for God’s presence, and for
God’s words to feed our souls, like a
deer thirsts for streams.

The Lord Jesus pointed out more
clearly what food for the soul is. He
said, “I am the bread of life; whoever
comes to me shall not hunger, and
whoever believes in me shall never
thirst.” (John 6:35) The Lord Jesus
told the Samaritan woman, “Everyone

who drinks of this water will be thirsty
TINE
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again, but whoever drinks of the
water that | will give him will never

be thirsty forever. The water that |

-
direction and the right object for our

a Hepsy )
Behold, days are coming,” declaresthe Lord ;o - pinger and thirst,

God, "when | will send a famine on the land.
will give him will become in him a Not a famine for bread or a thirst for water,

spring of water welling up to eternal - Byt rather for hearing the words of the lo
life.” (John 4:13-14) The Lord Jesus i AL Ry i gous g

“Righteousness” means right
things, right actions, and meeting
rq: the requirements of God’s law. The
L essence of righteousness is God.

calls us to come before Him with
spiritual hunger and thirst so we can
eat and drink the Lord and be satis-
fied!

The result of being full in spirit is
that there will be love in the heart,
patience, sensitivity to the truth, de-
sire to get close to God, living water
flowing from the Holy Spirit, faith in
God, and peace in troubles!
“Blessed is the man who walks not
in the counsel of the wicked, nor
stands in the way of sinners, nor sits
in the seat of scoffers; but his de-
light is in the law of the LORD, and
on his law he meditates day and
night. He is like a tree planted by
streams of water that yields its fruit
in its season, and its leaf does not
wither. In all that he does, he pros-
pers.” (Psalm 1:1-3)

A person who hungers and
thirsts for righteousness is a person
who draws close to God with a hun-
gry heart and meditates on God’s
word, so that he is filled with God’s
love, God’s word, and God’s Spirit.
This person’s hunger for God is a
daily, lifelong hunger. And he will
experience the joy and blessing of
being constantly satisfied in this life
as well as being completely satisfied
in eternal life.

How should we eat the bread of
life and drink the living water of the
Lord? First, we can do spiritual prac-
tice, read the Bible, meditate, and
pray. And we can have:

(1) fixed time: do spiritual practice
in the morning before going to

work or after dropping off the
children, and at night after the
children go to bed;

(2) fixed location: a personal quiet
corner;

(3) fixed quantity: fixed progress,
half an hour, and about ten
verses.

| encourage brothers and sisters
to set up a new year’s spiritual plan:
fixed time, fixed location, and fixed

quantity. You can follow our
church’s plan to read the Bible in
two years, or you can find a few
people to form a spiritual group and
encourage each other. May the Lord
make you desire to be close to God,
as described in Psalm 42:1: “as a
deer pants for flowing streams, so
pants my soul for you, O God.”

The key point of the phrase
“hunger and thirst for righteousness”
is the two words “hunger” and
“thirst,” which point out that only
God can satisfy spiritual hunger and
thirst. The addition of “for righteous-

ness” is to remind us to find the right
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Only God is perfect and righteous.
Therefore, “hunger and thirst for
righteousness” is the desire for
God’s will and the truth, that is, the
desire for God.

To put it simply, the theme of
this year, “Hunger and Thirst for
Righteousness,” is to encourage us
to thirst for the truth and for God.
Hungering and thirsting for right-
eousness, thirsting for the truth, and
thirsting for God are actually not
things that can be accomplished in
one year. 2023 is just a starting
point. The pursuit of truth and God
is actually our lifelong pursuit! Be-
cause it is impossible for us to reach
the standard of God’s
“righteousness” in our whole lives, it
is impossible for us to become per-
fect righteous people in our whole
lives, and it is impossible for us to
fully grasp all the truths. However,
we should always put the truth first
as the goal, and then earnestly pur-
sue the truth with a hungry heart.
Our whole life is to pursue the truth.
We can never fully possess the
truth. However, we can be pos-
sessed by the truth because the
Lord Jesus is the truth.

Our lives are very short. Thirty
years spent on work and family pass
quite suddenly. We may have a
wealth of professional knowledge,
but only a superficial understanding
of God’s truths. However, the rich-
ness of God'’s truths is like an
ocean, and it is worth devoting the
second half of your life to pursuing
them. In fact, even if you spend your
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whole life pursuing the truths con-
tained in the Bible, you will not be
able to explore them all. For pursu-
ing the truth, we should live to learn
and become people who hunger
and thirst for righteousness! On the
first day of this new year, plan the
second half of your life well and get
to know God, the truth, and the Bi-
ble well. If you have such ambition,
then congratulations, ACCCN has
planned the best learning environ-
ment for you, which is the adult
Sunday school in ACCCN. The plan
of ACCCN adult Sunday school is
to provide you with (required cours-
es) four years of Bible college, (two
years of in-depth courses) spirituali-
ty, marriage, parenting, money,
workplace, missions, study of New
and Old Testament books, theologi-
cal lectures, etc.

Therefore, | encourage brothers
and sisters to set the first goal in
2023 as thirsting for the truth and
for God:

(1) establish a regular spiritual life
with fixed time, fixed location,
and fixed quantity;

(2) complete the six-year adult
Sunday school required course;

(3) study and serve at the same
time (parents with children un-
der 18 are encouraged to study
three quarters and serve one
quarter).

However, the goal for 2023
is not only to long for God and
the truth, but also to live out
Christ. Living out Christ takes
time. How many years does it
take to live out the life of Christ
when it only takes six years to
complete our church’s Sunday
school training? How many
years does it take to live out the
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humility, truth, love, and servant
service of the Lord Jesus? Bounds
said in “The Power of Prayer,” “It
takes twenty years to develop a
worker.” Moses in the Bible spent
forty years in the wilderness to learn
to be a teacher, a father, and a
shepherd. Before the Lord Jesus
came out to preach, He prepared
for thirty years!

The requirement of faith is to be
consistent between inside and out-
side, to be consistent between
words and deeds, to be consistent
between what you say and what
you do. Therefore, it is easy to learn
knowledge, but it takes a long time
to train and practice to live out
Christ. In other words, you must do
what you say, and after learning the
true way, you must live it out; other-
wise you will become a Pharisee.
As Ephesians 4:20-24 says, “That is
not the way you learned Christ! —
assuming that you have heard
about him and were taught in him,
as the truth is in Jesus, to put off
your old self, which belongs to your
former manner of life and is corrupt
through deceitful desires, and to be
renewed in the spirit of your minds,
and to put on the new self, created
after the likeness of God in true
righteousness and holiness.” This
process of allowing God to create
the character of Christ in you will
take a lifetime.

BS A Pt
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THE
POWER

of
PRAYER

E. M. BOUNDS

The insight that Jesus showed
among the teachers in Jerusalem
when he was twelve years old is
unforgettable. For the next eighteen
years, he meditated on the Bible,
practiced prayer, fasted, and lived
simply. Therefore, after he was bap-
tized by John the Baptist at the age
of thirty, when he knew that he
would encounter a great temptation,
he went to the wilderness to be
alone and fast for forty days accord-
ing to the habit he had practiced.
Even when Jesus began his minis-
try, he was often alone and spent all
night in prayer. Through such spir-
itual exercises, Jesus was able to
live out the life of truth, love, humili-
ty, and servanthood despite all
kinds of slander, jealousy, of the
constant work of serving, fatigue,
and ineffectiveness.

We can reflect on ourselves.
Have you lived a life of truth, love,
humility, and serving in your busy
daily life? Do others see the Lord
Jesus in you? Let us encourage
each other to hunger and thirst for
righteousness and live out Christin ||
2023.
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The Voice of Our Shepherds

2022 Review, 2023 Outlook
ACCCN JBED

2022 Review

Church Theme: “Love God, Love Family, Love Church”

Both English and Chinese ministries resumed in-person
gatherings, and attendance was growing steadily.

Pastor Sion started and served as Student Minister last
year. Minister Dongjian Guo started and served as Chi-
nese Minister last year.

Provided systematic training to new deacons, new fellow-
ship leaders and counselors

English Ministry finished the first fellowship counselors
training

Strengthened young adult ministry, formed College Fellow-
ship and Song of Songs Fellowship

Started Gospel Tea Party

Developed a number of policies and guidelines: the
ACCCN Child and Youth Safety and Protection Policy, the
Counseling Guidelines for ACCCN Pastors and Ministers,
and the Confidentiality Guidelines

Formed a Building Planning Committee to address the
need of space, especially for children, youth, college stu-
dent and fellowship ministries.

Hosted Joint Choir Music and Testimony Evangelism Meet-
ing

Student Ministry was able to organize Winter Retreat for
the first time since 2019.

Children Ministry was able to organize VBS for the first time
since 2019.

Thanks to God’'s abundant supply, ACCCN had no financial
deficit in 2022, and there was a surplus at the end of the
year.

2023 Ministry Outlook

11

Church Theme: “Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness, Live
Out Christ” - Truth, Love, Humbleness, Servanthood

Pray for the calling of a Senior/Chinese Pastor, an Eng-
lish Pastor and a Children Director

Provide systematic training to new deacons, new fellowship
leaders and counselors

Host the Joint Choir Music and Testimony Evangelism
Meeting

Construct children’s playground
The Children Ministry will organize VBS
Host the Southeast Winter Retreat at Shocco Springs
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Missions

Praying Friends,

fy the Lord with me, And
5 hame together. (Psalms
e magnify the Lord and

e for all He has done and
lives!

hy, Mark, and Anna all

h COVID recently, and

y both had an accident
electric cart because of
hey had pain in both of
some bleeding for Timo-
d that Timothy’s knees

, but not to the point of
ork yet, and now there
fall. Anna ended up

5 and breathing issues
OVID, but PRAISE God

p to the hospital, the

e was not in serious con-
not need to be hospital-
gh she has felt quite

weak. So please PRAY for the full re-
covery for Lily, Timothy, and Anna.

Sarah is scheduled to take her
GRE today; if she passes, she plans to
work on her masters in nursing while
continuing to work at the hospital in
Chicago full time. Please PRAY for
God'’s will to be done. If she gets into
the program, the hospital will pay for
all her tuition.

PRAISE God that Elizabeth did not
end up needing to move, and she is
back to teaching. She is sharing pic-
tures of her students, so please PRAY
for her as she teaches them and PRAY
that those who are not saved yet will
be saved.

PRAISE God for good visits with
Enoch several times in Atlanta, and
PRAISE God for the free flights we still
have within the United States because
of his continued job with Delta. Right
now we are attending a Chinese mis-
sion conference in Chicago, and
PRAISE God that we are able to see
many old friends and make new ones.

Please PRAY for an upcoming
evangelical effort with Gospel tracts
and signs that Jian An is organizing for
January in the NYC area. Please PRAY
for Laura as she will go back and forth
between NC and NYC in January as her
mom still needs help. In addition, a

friend of a friend whose twins were
taken away from her and put by the
foster system into a foster family has
asked Laura to help out by being in
on meetings with the social workers
and in court. PRAY for this Christian
friend to be able to care for her own

21

children again and for wisdo
Laura to know how 16 neljp.

PRAISE God for providing
rary housing about 30 minut
from Laura’s mom in Greens
at the time we needed to mo
the Cary place. Please PRAY
God’s will, we can move into
ary furlough house in March
longs to a church Laura atte
years ago with her parents a

PRAISE God that David r
from COVID quickly and is ba
coffee shop job in China. PR
will listen more to the audio
An sent to him recently. Bece
he was hearing (propaganda
afraid of having a Bible in his
and erased it a while back.

PRAY for Dorcas and he
Dream and their upcoming
They were trying to wait for J
Laura to return to China so t
attend, but they will most like
have us join by Zoom. PRAY f
Dream’s salvation (his pare
some grandparents are Chris
thankfully, but he has yet to
Christ personally, although h
to the Gospel).

Please PRAY for what Go
have James to do, as he is g
soon from his Bible/music sc

PRAISE God from whom
ings flow!

May God protect and ble
with joy and comfort and goc
and guidance during 2023!

Love in Christ,

Laura and Jian An Zhao
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W@waywtoww}vyowa/very blessed New

Year!
Let us continune to-seek the Lovd as our #1 priovity thwoughout this New Year:

Jevemia 29:11-14v

11 "For I know the plans I have for yow," declawes the Lovd, "plans to-prosper yow
and, not to-hawrm youw; plans to-give yow hope and o futiwre. 12 Thew youw will
call upow me and, come and pray to-me; and I will listen to-yow. 13 Yow will
seek me and find me whew yow seek me withv all your heawt. 14 I will be found
by yow," declawes the Lovd.... (NIV)

God's desire is that we seek Hinu
1. Seekthe Lovd exclusively — call uporv Me; pray to-Me; seek Me! Seek Him and
no-one else!
. Seek the Lovd earnestly — seek Me withvall yowr heaut!
. Seekthe Lovd expectontly — Yow will seek Me and find Me, I wil be found by

you!

May owr wonderful Lovd richly bless yow and use yow for His glory thwroughout
the New Yeau!

Withy muachv love,
Denwnis and Dang
(Hawwnady, Jeff; Theo; Micah, Arthww and Stephen)
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oWérfuI resource for all at ACCCN

righthnow MEDIA

OUR CHURCH'S BIBLE STUDY LIBRARY

IS NOW DIGITAL...
AND GIGANTIC.

OVER 18,000 DISCIPLESHIP VIDEOS FOR KIDS YOUTH AND ADULTS

By Richard Matthews

For the past couple of years, the English Sunday
school has made great use of an amazing re-
source for helping us understand the Bible and follow Christ
in all that we do. RightNow Media is a company that has pro-
duced more than 20,000 (and counting) series of video pro-
grams on a wide range of Christian topics. Our Sunday school
class has learned a great deal about individual books of the
Bible, the nature and character of God, the challenges of truly
and fully giving our lives to Christ, ways to use apologetics to
explain our faith to seekers or to defend it against adver-
saries, how to be strong Christians in a hostile world, the his-
tory of the early church, and many other topics.

An important aspect of these professionally pro-
duced videos is that they are usually not long, drawn-out (or
boring) lectures by people standing at a lectern. Most of them
are short (8-15 minutes) but filled with wisdom and inspira-
tion about their topic; a typical series might be 10 or 12 epi-
sodes. Some use animation to make points easier to grasp.
The presenters are powerful speakers who know their sub-
jects and know how to explain them in understandable and
inspiring ways — people like Francis Chan, J.D. Greear, Tony

rightnow n

Evans, Kyle Idleman, Max Lucado, Tim Keller, Louie Giglio,
and many others.

The English Education Ministry subscribes to the
service for its use, but the good news is that these resources
are available not just for Sunday school, but for any ministry
at ACCCN, from fellowships to youth to children. Even more
exciting is that individual worshippers at our church can get
complete access to the entire library of videos for their own
study, to share during family devotions, or to help in bringing
friends or relatives into the body of Christ.

Our Sunday school classes have been greatly en-
riched by the inclusion of these videos in many of the topics
we’ve covered, and I'd love to see more ministries and indi-
viduals at ACCCN taking advantage of the church’s subscrip-
tion. If you're interested in checking them out and potentially
using them, email me at matthews.richard@comcast.net and
I’ll provide a link to set up your individual login and password

for your free access.

Hope this will be a profoundly helpful resource on
your Christian walk!

P

over 10,000 discipleship videos for Kids, vouth & adults




From ohstacles 0 Q@W
My path to rebirth in Ghrist

By Angela Wmg

W hen | got pregnant, | started taking parenting
series and workshops because | did not have

parenting role models. After getting baptized in June 2014, |
took “Shepherding a Child’s Heart” with Elder Shawn Zhang
and Catherine Zhang in 2015 and “Age of Opportunity” in
2016 and was motivated to take up two positive changes:

1. Even though | knew | was a new Christian and didn’t
know much about the Bible, thanks to Jean and Tony Chow,
Jeremy Tan and Kenny Lee, | learned alongside my children
by volunteering in their Sunday worship.

2. We also started one hour of daily family devotion

time. All three of us grew in faith in Christ as we saw God
remove every obstacle year after year.

The one-hour daily family devotion time continues to-
day, eight years later, and my children see abundant fruits of
the spirit in me and happily serve together as a family.

Let the message of Christ
dwell among you richly
as you teach and admonish
one another with all wisdom
through psalms, hymns, and
songs from the Spirit,

singing to God with

gratitude in your hearts.
&
COLOSSIANS 3:16

Y
N
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Love replaces disappointment and
violence

I married the first man | dated,
whom | met at 19. Over 15 years of
marriage, three marital counselors
could not resolve a myriad of prob-
lems, which got much worse after our
children were born. Shortly after the
divorce in 2013, a restaurant waitress
I met for the first time recommended
that | go to Peace Fellowship’s Christ-
mas gathering. We were embraced by
loving fellowship, and we started com-
ing to ACCCN in 2014. Susan Huang
from Peace Fellowship brought my

=

Yet to all who did receive him, to
those who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become
children of Go
John 1:12

children (1 and 3 years old) and me to Elder
Ting and Liza, and they soon formed Spring
Fellowship to help other single-parent fami-
lies. | found a community of loving Chris-
tians in both fellowships.

Joy replaces depression

| had been on an antidepressant since | was
19. In 2017, | quit the antidepressant cold
turkey one day because God knows my
needs and | can hold onto Him closely. | had
switched three brands of antidepressants,
five psychologists, and psychiatrists over the
years, but | had never found any peace in
psychoanalysis for the past traumas. Anoth-
er pivotal moment was “How People

“Po not be anxious about anylﬁing, but in everythinﬂ‘
b«z prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to (God."

Philippians \
4:6 (niv) <«

Spring Fellowship in 2019

Change” with Carol Hsu (Pastor Zhang's
wife) in 2018. The course helped me avoid
being reactive to constant berating from my
children’s father that continues to this day
10 years after the divorce. We thank God
every day for the abundance in our lives and
love the encounters we have in Him. | have
found an inner peace as | spend each morn-
ing and the end of each day with the good
Lord, recalling all that He has done for us.

Peace replaces abandonment and separa-
tion

My parents gave me away to an orphanage
and left me in Taiwan when |
was born because | was a
girl and they wanted a boy. |
flew alone from Taiwan to
meet my parents in Thailand
at 9 years old for the first
time, leaving behind my
maternal grandparents who
raised me. | was selling
women’s clothing on a push-
cart in the markets for my
grandparents as soon as |
knew how to walk and talk,
helping to support my moth-
er’'s six sisters who were in
universities or technical
colleges. | was uprooted
from the life | knew over-

25
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night with one letter from my par-
ents. They forgot about my arrival,
and | waited past midnight at the
Bangkok Airport, crying my eyes
out, not knowing how to find them.
| remembered that their letter had
a logo, so | showed it to an immi-
gration officer, who was able to
find their company in the tele-
phone book. From knowing more
and more about God’s character, |
learned to be dead to sin and alive
to Christ by forgiving my parents,
thereby enjoying the present by
letting go of the past trauma.

Patience replaces pride

| was proud and impatient with people who
could not comprehend as quickly or deliver
as thoroughly at school and at work. After |
moved to Thailand, | was working full time
for my parents’ business translating and
signing exclusive distribution agreements
with suppliers in Germany, Italy, and the
Czech Republic and doing trade shows all
over Southeast Asian countries. My parents
thought | could achieve anything since | was
president of many clubs, played on many
school teams, took all available AP exams,
and graduated at 15. | enrolled in Cam-
bridge University as a French major in pur-

esame way

yourjudge others, you will be |udged and with the measure

you use, it willbe measured to you. Why do you look at the

speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention
to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your

brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the

time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take

the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to
remove the speck from your brother's eyes."
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'l now trying to
the approvalof
human beings;"
God?
Or am I trying to
please people?

%

If T were still trying to
please people,
I would not be a
servant of Christh®
e

Galatians 1:10

suit of my parents’ dream for me to become
the first female president of Taiwan. Since
2000, | have been a CPA and worked for
many top companies. From parenting, |
learned to listen. From serving in the chil-
dren’s ministry, | learned to be patient. Be-
ing able to listen and be patient enabled me
to become a leader in my current employer.
| was applauded for building a specialized
CPA team of 60 in the United States and 60
in India, generating $35 million in imple-
mentation revenues for the company. When
| spoke at a 3,000-person Parent of the
Year Gala amongst the Fortune companies
for winning my company’s Mother of the
Year Award, | boldly proclaimed God’s amaz-
ing abundance in our lives. As the national
leader for three of the firm’s employee net-
work groups, | share the gospel to the thou-
sands of employees and interns | mentor
and tell how following our Lord helps me
achieve work-life integration.

Kindness replaces rejection

When | first moved to Thailand, | was en-
rolled in a Catholic international school
fourth grade ESL class. When a classmate
wanted my pencil case and everything in-

%
“My grace is
sufficient for you,
for my power is made
perfect in weakness.”

, 2 Corinthians 12:9
< X
.
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side it, | refused because it was
the first time | had ever had
something new (I had one toy
and hand-me down clothes from
my six aunts in Taiwan). She
exacted revenge by forbidding
everyone in class to talk to me
or play with me until we graduat-
ed fifth grade ESL class. Be-
cause | was lonely, | taught my-
self Chinese by writing letters
every day to my grandparents
using a dictionary because when
| left Taiwan | could write no
more than 100 Chinese words. |
continued writing letters to my
grandparents in Taiwan until my grandmoth-
er passed away when | was 13. When |
serve in children and youth ministries, | pay
attention to the ones who are alone, who
are new to church, who are not like others.
Christmas 2022 was very special because
we saw the parents of Josh Deng, a new
Sunday school student that Connor and |
frequently talked to, get baptized. We saw
how children could lead to positive transfor-
mation in their parents.

UREHINIVIIEADY

WITH FERTT R

Goodness replaces self-centrism

Thanks to Spring Fellowship’s Pastor Chi
and Ping, | was blessed to go to 1 Peter
Fellowship to lead a praise and worship
team for children’s ministry starting in Au-
gust 2019. When the pandemic broke out in

26

Youth winter retreat 2022

January 2020 and the church moved online,
1 Peter youths, including both of my chil-
dren, and | taught the Bible to 1 Peter chil-
dren on weekly Zoom meetings for over two
years until the church reopened. | found a
home with many God-loving brothers and
sisters who serve our church family togeth-
er: nine serve in the children ministry, three
in children’s praise and worship, four in
youth ministry, seven in adult ministry, and
five in choir. In 2023, we also have eight
new coworkers serving in these ministries. 1
Peter Fellowship has grown to more than
one hundred persons, including more than
fifty children and youths. Our brothers and
sisters often share parenting challenges
and successes to raise God-loving children
living God-centered lives in accordance with
Godly knowledge.

Faith replaces fear

The kids and | started from scratch after the
divorce with one mattress on the floor, a
dining table and three chairs, and a futon as
a sofa and kept to minimum essentials to

For I know the plans | have for
you, declares the Lord, plans
Lo prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.

JEREMIAH 29:11

a
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pay off debt from the divorce and three years of divorce legal ex-
penses. Connor and Audrey were the first to get to daycare and last
to go home. | changed jobs every year in search of a better work-life
balance as a single mother. | continue to face different challenges
at work or due to my ex-husband. As a single-parent family, we have
experienced many encounters with God over the years that strength-
ened our faith. This fall quarter 2022 was my first time serving in
the youth ministry because my son, Connor Chan, moved up to sev-
enth grade. | love reconnecting with youths, now in grades seven,
eight, and nine, whom | taught in children ministry. In every class |
love to share a little bit of my personal testimony to remind them
that the pursuit of worldly success does not guarantee success or
happiness in life. My experiences have helped others open up to
me, and | share how God has transformed me.

Gentleness replaces worldly pursuit

Thanks to Ding Nan and Gary Zeng from 1 Peter Fellowship inviting
me to be a featured guest speaker in Catherine Zhang's
“Shepherding a Child’s Heart” class, Catherine invited me to co-lead
in an “Age of Opportunity” class with them. | have learned how to
better facilitate and lead Chinese Bible study through subsequent
teacher training in adult ministry. | had quit Cambridge University,
and | quit after two days at Harvard University to give the full refund
to my older brother, a freshman in in Drury University, and went
home to help my parents rebuild their business when it nearly went
bankrupt during the Southeast Asian financial crisis. At 18, | bought
a one-way ticket to the University of Texas at Austin and graduated
with a bachelor’'s and master’s in accounting, then earned an MBA
in three years while working four on-campus jobs as an international
student. In the past few months, when | had opportunities to be-
come a chief financial officer and chief accounting officer for large
public companies, | prayed for God’s provision and guidance. Today |
prioritize staying faithful to the Lord in all aspects of my life: serving

1st Peter in July 2022

A Life in Christ

Do not love the world or; the:things in
the world. If. anyone'loves the worid; the
love of the [Eatheriis;not in him. For all
that is in.the world=the lust of the Flesh,
the lustiof the eyes, and the pride of

life=is/not of:the Father but'is of‘the
world. And'the world is passing away,
and the lust of it; but-he who'does the

will of God abides.forever.
1 John 2:15-17

in the youth and children ministries, being steadfast to my children,
and working for the glory of God.

One of the most dramatic miracles we have experienced was God
sending a bass to protect Connor from a six-foot copperhead snake
when we were tubing in Helen, Ga. We know God is omnipresent
and omnipotent and there is nothing to worry or fear about. Connor,
Audrey, and | had the most memorable celebration for Connor’s 13th
birthday on January 1 during the winter retreat. | am thankful that |
could spend four days there as Audrey’s counselor, thinking about
God and listening to God. Hallelujah, praise the Lord, at 44 years old
| will witness 13-year-old Connor and 11-year-old Audrey get bap-
tized and commit to Christ for an eternal life with our Heavenly Fa-
ther and not the wealth of this world.

God’s miracle saving Connor

B | Z0==%=J
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Elva Deng NN

[ Baptism Testimony Dec 25, 2022 ]

rowing up, I felt lost and like I was missing a

piece of myself. Though I knew Jesus as a

child, my lack of understanding made me
more vulnerable to the ways of the world. I attached
myself to temporary things and for years drifted through
life without a sense of meaning. But nothing I did

quenched my thirst for a true purpose.

During this time, I felt lonely, even in good company.
But God was present and sent many faithful servants to
guide and welcome me home. He drew me to church,
where it became apparent I needed to re-examine my
faith. Between attending Sunday worship and reading
the Bible, I was able to get so many of my questions an-
swered. Curious about the history of Christianity, I dove
mto apologetics, and when I found that there was evi-
dence for the resurrection, I professed Jesus as my Lord
and savior and started to build a relationship to Him

with prayer.

Soon after, I realized that the attitude I had prior to at-
tending church felt foreign to me. No longer did I feel
fearful of church, but full of hope, and I knew He was
working in my life and had a plan for me. Never before
had I felt more grounded and calm.
‘Wishing to share this newfound

peace with those around me, I felt

committed to change my ways, live
according to Scripture, and learn to community, and share the Gospel with more people. 1
be more like Him. also hope to have a God-centered marriage and to lead

Baptism is my outward confession my children by example. In the end, I hope to live a life
and symbolizes my lifelong commit- that glorifies God.

ment to Him. Jesus died for my sins
and I wish to make a born-again life.

My aspiration for the future is

through showing faith, become more
versed 1n the Bible, give back to the
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Life Before Jesus Christ

I came to ACCCN for many years, but I really did not
want to serve God. I believed that I attended for friends
and really did not fear God or follow His command-
ments. In addition, I felt my life was already in good
hands, and I really did not need to strive to live a holy
life. As a result, my pride led me to do many sinful acts,
which I now regret.

Led to Jesus Christ

Inside and outside church, I met many great people who
helped point me in the direction of the Cross: from peo-
ple who were unafraid of their faith despite endless op-
position, to strong preachers preaching of knowing God
and repentance, to great family men who led many stu-
dents and their children in following the Lord, and to
flawed but strong servants of the Lord. They all pointed
me to a life of holiness and showed what the Gospel 1s
really about. I knew that I was a flawed person, and to
truly defeat long-lasting sin, I needed the power of the
Holy Spirit and Jesus. I was inspired by a sermon about
the woman who smashed her expensive perfume to
wash Jesus’ feet. I had to embrace salvation and accept
the protection of the Holy Spirit.

Dec. 25, 2022

Eric Xu

After Jesus Christ

After my acceptance, I began to pray more, not just be-
fore bed. I remember a pastor saying that we need to
pray when we want to and pray when we don't. In addi-
tion, I began to read more of the Bible, although, at first,
the Old Testament was hard to read through (it was the
KJV). But I really enjoyed living a life filled with more
holiness. Despite stumbling at first, I am glad that I was
reborn with many great companions around me. I strive

to do my best, even if it is quite difficult.

How to Serve Jesus Christ

I am an active member of my campus group at G'T with
many ways to contribute. I am glad that over the sum-
mer I was helping expand our church through recruiting
new members and trying to have them come back to a
welcoming environment. In addition, I hope in the fu-
ture to spread the Good News and stand strong for what
I believe in. Finally, I would like to offer my strengths as
a person In many big and small ways to contribute to this
great congregation.
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I’'ve attended church since I was young, but never

truly understood the purpose. I always thought of it as a
place just for socializing or listening to someone talk; I nev-
er took Sunday school or fellowship seriously or under-
stood them at all. That was what I always cared about. As I
grew older, I started to learn to take things a bit more seri-
ously, but still didn’t understand what the purpose was. At
one point, I even thought I was wasting my time, which was

completely wrong.

Two and a half years ago I received a devotions
book and started reading it every night, and I realized I that
I needed the Lord, and I needed the Holy Spirit to guide
me. I found purpose. I started to understand the meaning
of being a Christian, and why the Lord is powerful. I started
to pray every day, and tried to get rid of my old mindset,
and I was letting Christ in my life.

Ever since I came to Christ, I have been ispired,
and I feel better every single day. I know that God has a
plan for me, and it is important for me to be able to listen
and obey the Lord. Letting God guide me has blessed me,

and it has given me a new life. I have hope now and a clear-
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er understanding of why I attend church and why I want to
commit my life to God. This past year, my faith has
strengthened, and I decided to start serving the Lord by
joining the worship team. I have built a better relationship

with God and continue my spiritual growth.

I want to continue to serve in the Lord’s house and
encourage others to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and
Savior as well. I want to be more like Jesus and continue to

grow spiritually.

Praise the Lord, for He has rescued me from the

pit of despair and saved me from my sin!

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God
through faith, for all of you who were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
Galatians 3:26-27
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The Testimony of Praise

I grew up 1n a family that regularly attended church
and learned about God. However, going to church was just
a thing I did once a week. I did not truly have a relationship
with God. What mattered to me was what other people
thought about me, so I would try to have a good image. I
would be nice to my siblings at church, but at home, I was

rude and disrespectful to them.

A speaker in the Children’s Ministry shared that
Jesus died on the cross and endured opposition from sin-
ners so that we do not grow weary (Hebrews 12:2-3). Over
time, I began to wonder if I was trying to be accepted by the

people at church or by God. I confessed that I was a sinner

11

He saved us, not
because of righteous
things we had done,

but because of his

mercy. He saved us
through the washing
of rebirth and renewal
by the Holy Spirit.

Titus 3:5

Dec. 25, 2022

and asked for forgiveness from Jesus Christ. I learned that I
wasn’t supposed to impress others at church, but to live for
God. The Lord helped me realize that Jesus died for my
sins because of His love for us and that I have to praise
Him, not for the approval of others, but for the grace and

mercy that He has given us.

Not all of my problems have gone away, as I am
still not perfect, but I know about how I should act. I have
realized that I am a sinner in need of God's salvation.
Knowing Christ has encouraged me to strive to pray, read
the Bible, and attend more events such as the youth group.
Jesus Christ has helped me learn to give up idols to fixate

myself upon God.

I hope to continue my spiritual relationship with
God, to praise and glorify Him. I am still young and have
not decided the path I should take, but I hope that I can
spread the gospel to others in need so they can be sanctified
by the Holy Spirit. I am thankful that God sent the people
in my life to teach me about Christ. I want to be baptized to
put my old self to death and live a new life in which I obey
my parents, care for my siblings, and — most importantly —

praise God for the mercy He has given me.
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The Testimony of Praise
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Dec. 25, 2022

Life Before Christ

Before I met Christ, my life was a jumbled mess
full of sin and wrongdoing. I felt like life was a game and
made some dumb decisions because of that. I became anx-
1ous and thought about everything negatively, but that
changed when I met Jesus.

How I met Christ

I came to church for the first ime and learned
about what God has done for me. I realized all the grace
He has given me, which I thought was just my good luck.
‘When I was alone and naive, God came to me and showed

Himself to me. God saved me from my pain to be with
Him. I received Jesus as my lord and savior because I have
given control of my life to Christ and believe that He will
save me from my sins.

How I changed after receiving Christ

After Jesus came into my life, I began to realize
how unique life was and how much God has provided for
me, and I began to sin less and trust God to lead me more.
I have not been anxious about small things anymore; in-
stead, I leave the outcome to God.

My commitment/obedience to Christ

Since trusting in God, I have allowed Him to lead
me, and I trust in Him fully. I have started reading the gos-
pel every day to get closer to Him and want to continue to
live a life by His side. I want to show God to the younger
generation and show them how powerful Christ is. In the
future, I would like to take part in missionary trips in order
to spread Christ's word to people around the world.

I want to become baptized because I want to show
that God has saved me and I want to live a new life in

Christ. Praise God for bringing me out of sin and into the
light.

Words of Blessing | March 2023
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There was no snow this winter, but the cold wind
blew frequently, making people feel anxious:
there was often news of our parents, relatives,
and friends in China who tested positive for
COVID, were critically ill, or even passed away;
the earthquake in Turkey and Syria on February
6™ killed more than 50,000 people within a
month. After praying with tears, | remembered
that one of the signs of Christ’s coming again is
earthquakes, and the Lord promised: “This gospel
of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the
whole world as a testimony to all nations [including 1.9 billion Muslims,
1.4 billion Chinese, and 1.1 billion Hindus], and then the end will
come.” (Matthew 24:14)

The theme for ACCCN in 2023 is “Hunger and Thirst for Right-
eousness. Live out Christ: Truth, Love, Humility, Service.” In “The
Voice of Our Shepherds,” Pastor Chi encouraged us to make a new
year’s devotional plan: set a fixed time, a fixed location, and a fixed
amount or form a devotional group to encourage each other so we
could follow the example of Jesus, meditate on the Bible, practice
praying, and gain in spirituality. Pastor Chi also encouraged us to imi-
tate Christ's humility in spite of all kinds of slander and jealousy, busy-
ness and exhaustion, to live a life of love and service and a life of
words and deeds.

4 1R 35

From the editor

In “Missions Without Borders,” we could review the “Church’s
Commission - Mission” through the schedule of the annual mission
conference on March 17-19. Let us look forward to the three consecu-
tive days of preaching by Pastor Weizhong Zhang from European
Campus Ministry (ECM). We could also see how people experienced
God'’s leading time after time and were moved and inspired by God’s
miraculous deeds again and again through the three articles shared by
the missionaries through ECM: a letter of thanksgiving and interces-
sion from Germany, a sharing of Israel’s ministry, and the Chinese Al-
pha Film Series to share the gospel.

In the section “A Life in Christ,” Richard told us about abundant
free video materials (RightNow Media) for all those who are hungry
and thirsty for righteousness in “A Powerful Resource for All at
ACCCN.” Sister Jialing (Angela) Hung bravely witnessed “From obsta-
cles to joy, my path to rebirth in Christ.” She experienced a painful
childhood and a broken marriage, but because of the wonderful and
powerful Savior, she replaced abandonment with forgiveness, disap-
pointment with true love, and worldly pursuits with working for the Lord.

In “Thanksgiving Testimony,” the baptized brothers and sisters are
of different ages and experiences, but all of them told the stories of
being surrendered to the Lord and learning to pray correctly, and they
gave thanks and praise to the same Savior. The testimonies of all na-
tions are constantly showing: the day of the Lord’s return is coming,
God'’s righteous judgment is near, and the glorious Kingdom of Christ
is also approaching!

Ling Qiu
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