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o you remember the COVID-19
lockdown period? It wasn’t easy

being locked in our homes, not
being able to go out, not being able to meet our fami-
ly and friends, not being able to go to church, not
being able to go to our place of work, not being freed
from kids and their online learning, not being able to
go to school, not being able to go to Costco or Asian
markets or favorite restaurants and cafes. Boy, did I
miss a bowl of pho, Korean BBQ, hotpot, sashimi,
and Vietnamese iced coffee during that long period.
And I missed the days of going to fun places with the
kids and even just going to Costco on a weekly basis
and browsing new items without worrying about get-
ting in and out quickly. What made the lockdown
more difficult was that I didn’t know when it would
end and when I could finally get out of my home
safely.

Two thousand years ago, there was a time
when believers were in a somewhat similar situation.
Like us, they were locked in their homes. They cow-
ered behind closed doors, hidden from the Jewish
religious leaders who had crucified Jesus and wanted
to arrest them and put an end to the new Followers of
the Way of Christ or Christian movement. While they
were locked in for different reasons than our situa-
tion, God used that time and accomplished His pur-
pose by reaffirming the disciples’ calling and their
mission. Likewise, God desires to accomplish His
purpose for us as well during this time. Even though
we may feel that we are just trying to pass time
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quickly and wait for COVID-19 come to an end, God
will use this time to achieve what He wants to do. As
Romans 8:28 reminds us, “And we know that God
causes all things to work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are called according to
His purpose.”

How will God use this time of lockdown and
cause all things to work together for good for us who
love God and are called according to His purpose? |
believe that answer lies in Luke 24:36-53. Many
things happened in just one day of the Easter Sunday
that was the day of Jesus’ resurrection, and they were
recorded in the final chapter of the Gospel of Luke.
In Luke 24:1-2, he recorded the appearance of the
angels who announced the good news of the resurrec-
tion to several women who followed Jesus. In verses
13-35, Jesus appeared to the two distressed and dis-
appointed disciples from Emmaus and explained to
them that all the Scripture pointed to Christ—His
suffering, death, and resurrection. After explaining to
them the Scripture, which ignited their hearts with
passion, new purpose, and excitement, Jesus revealed
himself to them briefly, which strengthened their
faith in the resurrected Christ.

In Luke 24:36-53, the resurrected Jesus ap-
peared to all disciples who had locked themselves in,
filled with grief over death of Jesus, fear of arrest by
the Jewish religious leaders, and confusion over the
reports of Jesus” empty tomb and the Emmaus disci-
ples’ witness to their encounter with Jesus a few
hours earlier. To these disciples, Jesus appeared. But
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when He did, it was clear that their belief in His resur-
rection was insufficient. Why? When the resurrected
Jesus stood amid them and said, “Peace be with
you” (verse 36), their immediate reaction to seeing
Jesus in a physical form was to be frightened, trou-
bled, and doubtful, thinking that they were seeing a
ghost. Instead of being overjoyed at seeing Jesus and
hearing His voice again, they were startled and
scared. The word “startled” suggests that the disciples
were caught off guard, as though they never expected
to see Jesus. If Jesus was really alive, as they
acknowledged, why would His appearance be such a
surprise? If Jesus greeted them with peace, why were
they frightened, the very opposite of peace?

The disciples thought Jesus was only a ghost,
a spirit, and they were frightened of ghosts. They did
believe that He was alive in spirit and in their hearts,
but it was difficult for them to accept that He was
physically raised from the dead. So, they did not real-
ly believe that Jesus was present with them in their
midst when He appeared to them. The disciples
thought they really believed in the resurrection, as
they said in verse 34: “The Lord has really risen and
has appeared.” But they did not truly believe it. In
Mark’s Gospel, Jesus later appeared to the eleven dis-
ciples as they were eating, and He rebuked them for
their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe
those who had seen Him after He had risen (16:24).
Belief should be accompanied by practice. If belief
and behavior do not match, it is often belief that is
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inadequate. Even though the disciples said they be-
lieved in Jesus’ resurrection, their actions proved oth-
erwise.

To these doubting and unbelieving disciples,
Jesus graciously gave physical evidence for His resur-
rection in the subsequent verses. In addition to stand-
ing before them in His living body, Jesus encouraged
His disciples to touch Him and to see that He had
flesh and bones and invited them to look at His hands
and feet in verse 40. Finally, Jesus ate some of the
fish that they were eating, providing the proof that His
body was, indeed, a real one. Notice the change in the
disciples’ mood after that. Before Jesus gave the
physical evidence, they were startled and frightened
in verse 37, and troubled and doubting in verse 38.
But once they grasped the evidence He had provided,
in verse 41, their troubled spirits turned to joy and
their doubt turned to amazement.

Through His physical appearance, Jesus
proved that He was not only alive but was with them,
in their very midst. He would be even more present
with them, and in them, through His Spirit, but this
was the promise of what was still to come. The resur-
rection of Christ is so much more powerful when we
come to realize that Jesus whom God raised from the
dead is not only alive but present with us, by means of
His Spirit. May we come to grasp His presence in us
even right now. By being aware of His presence, let
us live our lives during this period not with fear, anxi-
ety, and stress, but with a deep sense of security, com-
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fort, and peace.

After giving physical evidence to His literal
resurrection, Jesus gave to His disciples the biblical
evidence for what had taken place and for what was yet
to happen in verses 44-49. As He had explained to the
disciples of Emmaus the real meaning of Scriptures
hours earlier, Jesus illuminated the minds of the whole
group of disciples so that in all the Scriptures they saw
Christ. Jesus explained to them that the Messiah had to
suffer, that He should rise again on the third day, and
that the ultimate purpose of all this was that the good
news of repentance and forgiveness of sin should be
proclaimed in His name, based on His work of redemp-
tion and through His saving power. And although this
proclamation must first take place in Jerusalem among
the people of Israel, it must also be made known to all
nations, to all ethnic groups, and to all peoples over the
whole world.

Here, Jesus said nothing new to His disciples.
He was simply reiterating to them what was already
written. He illuminated their hearts and revealed to
them the Scriptures. Like the disciples who received
this illumination of Scripture from Jesus, let us pray
that God will continue to give us the wisdom, revela-
tion, and understanding to know Him better. Just as
Apostle Paul prayed for believers in Ephesians 1, let us
pray for each other for God to reveal Scripture to us so
that our knowledge of God will grow deeper.

In verse 48, Jesus explained that the responsi-
bility of preaching the good news rested upon those
who were witnesses of His death and resurrection. They
and other believers after them would have to go out into
the world as the messengers of God to preach what they
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had seen, heard, and experienced. We are also witness-
es to His death and resurrection, as God has already
revealed to us the Gospel message, and we have gladly
received it. We, like the apostles, have seen the works
of Jesus in our lives; we have also heard His words
guiding us; we have experienced in our hearts the
meaning and the value of the Gospel. So, we too,
should bear testimony concerning the good news of
Jesus Christ. We must be Christ’s witnesses.

The way the witnesses were to go out and
preach the gospel was to be empowered by the prom-
ised power of the Holy Spirit. In verse 49, Jesus said,
“And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My
Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until
you are clothed with power from on high.” If being em-
powered by the Holy Spirit is necessary for us to carry
out our calling and mission to proclaim the Gospel, how
can we be empowered by the Holy Spirit? Well, let us
examine what Apostle Paul, one of the greatest empow-
ered witnesses of Jesus, did.

In Ephesians 6:19-20, Apostle Paul asked the
Ephesian church to pray for him so that he could pro-
claim the gospel boldly. I wouldn’t have guessed that
Paul was lacking in boldness, but he knew his own
weakness and asked for prayer in that area! He asked
the Colossians to pray that he could make the gospel
clear in Colossians 4:4. Again, I would have thought
that Paul of all people could make the gospel clear! Yet
he knew that he must depend on the Holy Spirit when
he proclaimed the gospel. He also asked for prayer that
God would open doors for the word.

If Paul needed prayer for these things, how
much more should we be praying for the Holy Spirit to
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empower us and provide openings so that we can pro-
claim the Gospel to those who are lost? He who com-
manded the disciples to be His witnesses also com-
manded them to witness only in the power that He
would provide because He who commands is He who
enables.

In verses 50-53, we find that disciples who
were formerly distraught and hopeless because of the
death of Jesus are now described as transformed. No-
tice the change that Luke describes here. These once
hopeless disciples are now characterized by praise.
And these followers of Jesus who only days before
were cowering behind locked doors, hidden from the
Jewish religious leaders who had crucified their Lord,
are now persistently, publicly praising God—in the
temple, the very headquarters of Judaism. I pray that
we will also experience the same transformation that
the disciples had during this time. And I am convicted
that we will during this lockdown period because it is
God’s desire for us to be transformed.

To conclude, I believe that we need to under-
go the same change of heart, mind, and action that the
disciples of Jesus experienced in Luke 24. In spite of

all that we know about Jesus and the Scriptures, we do

not really believe them. What we say we believe, or
our belief system — our creed, so to speak — may be
post-Pentecost, but our practice, our conduct, and the
way we live our daily lives are pre-Pentecost. We live
more like the disciples lived in the beginning of Luke
24 than like they lived in Acts 2. The facts we know,
but do we really believe them? The power we profess,
but do we really practice it? The Gospel we hold, but
do we really live with it?
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Remember the mission our Lord Jesus Christ
has given us: Our mission, or the purpose of our lives,
is to proclaim repentance for the forgiveness of sins in
Christ’s name to all the nations. And the way we ful-
fill that mission is through the power of the Holy Spir-
it.

I believe that preparing for us to do this is
precisely how our Lord has been at work while we
have been locked in our homes. Like His disciples
who needed an encounter with Christ to strengthen
their faith in the resurrected Christ who was present in
their midst, like the disciples who needed illumination
and correct understanding of Scriptures to know their
purpose, calling, and mission, like the disciples who
needed to await to be clothed with the promised power
of the Holy Spirit to empower them to be effective
witnesses, like the disciples who needed God to trans-
form them by turning their hearts’ doubt, sadness, un-
belief, and fear to worship and great joy, God will also
accomplish all of these things in us during this time.

So, continue to read, study, and meditate up-
on Scripture. Pray for His illumination. Pray for Him
to fill you with wisdom, revelation, and understand-
ing. Continue to pray for God to encounter you— an
encounter that is undeniable, like the encounter the
disciples had with the resurrected Jesus — so that you
may know that He is ever present with you. Desire,
pray, and wait for God to empower you with His Spir-
it, the greatest gift He will give you, so that you may
be clothed with power. And when the COVID-19
lockdown ends, we will be willing, empowered, and
ready to go out and fulfill our mission and calling by
witnessing our Lord Jesus Christ.
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WORLD CHANGERS 2022

B King Shi

H [ [ Youth groups contribute
e O my name is nationwide to the World Changers
King Shi, and | am a rising sopho- summer trips. | have been attend-
more at Innovation Academy. This ing my youth group at Clear
summer, | participated in World ~ Springs Baptist Church for three
Changers in Meridian, Miss. This  years and am familiar with most
was my second year going to of the members. You should at-
World Changers, my first being in  tend those youth meetings after
Madisonville, Ky. World Changers you go to World Changers. The

is a non-profit organization that first time | went on the trip, | felt
has been providing youth mis- closer to God than | ever had. |
sions across North
America since 1990. It
is a way for young peo-
ple to provide for less
fortunate households,
as well as a way for

18

-.“ & y : ~ T X
them to grow their rela- R A m v
tionship with God. , T "\ WOt § A

attended youth meetings that am-
plified that feeling of fellowship.
Like my youth pastor always says,
“I can give you the opportunity,
but you must reach for it your-
self.” Going to World Changers
will not automatically bring you
closer to God, however. You must
allow Him to help you strengthen
your relationship with Him.

| was nervous the first
time | went to World Chang-

CIO NSNS  ers, which was the longest |
213 4

had ever been away from
home. My nerves calmed,
however, after | realized that
everyone felt the same way.
After my first day there, | felt
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at ease and eager to participate in my volunteer
work. This year, that nervousness returned
when my pastor told us to be careful in Meridi-
an. While | was concerned, | knew God would be
watching over all of us.

On the first day, we arrived at Cracker
Barrel to eat our breakfast/lunch. There | recon-
nected with some old friends and met some
new ones. One of the things | like about World
Changers is making new friends. These are peo-
ple | regularly see in youth groups, but here we
have more chances to get to know each other.
There were many first timers on this trip, so my
friends and | explained to them how World
Changers works. Just as | was during my first
year, they were nervous, but after our talk they

came out of their shells.

After Cracker Barrel, we arrived at the
church and got situated. It was a big church
with a gym. This year we got two rooms instead of one, so it was less cramped than before. The sched-
ule for the week included work, dinner, worship, group worship, and then sleep. It may sound boring,
but the experience was incredibly fun. | spent most of my free time playing basketball in the gym with
my friends. At first, all the churches played in their respective groups, but over time we all started play-
ing together. | worked on two houses this year, and our primary job on both was to paint the windows. |
had experience painting from last year's mission, but it is something you can pick up very easily. | also
did screening for the deck on the first house and painted part of the roof on the second. While the
work was long and Meridian was extremely hot, | still had a fun time on the job sites. Everyone on my

team was cooperative and friendly, and | got to know all of them.

Overall, my trip to World Changers was a fun and fulfilling experience, and | am looking forward
to next year's trip. If you are thinking about attending World Changers next year, | recommend talking
to Pastor Tom in Clear Springs Baptist Church
and attending the youth meetings he hosts.
World Changers is a fantastic opportunity for
young people to further their relationships
\ with God and meet new Christians from across
worldchangers [FEEERSREEWERITTEY  America.
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Gary Chen Baptism Testimony

hen | first started attending church, | tried my best to follow God’s word, but still thought that
church was just a waste of time on a Sunday morning. | would just go to church and come

back, not getting much meaning in my life. | just went, and | never fully understood it.

After a while of this in North Carolina, | moved to Georgia, where | became a lost kid. | realized | was un-
grateful for what | had, and | became lonely, shy, and didn’t talk much. | didn’t have any friends that | could

reach out to. | felt alone in unfamiliar territory.

After a while, | started praying at night and praying for something to light up my life. God heard me and
answered my prayers, and in a couple of weeks, He found a church for me filled with brothers and sisters that
gave me a new family. | started attending Sunday school, worship, and Friday night youth group. The church

gave me a reason to live.

Through Him, | was able to fi-
nally able to express myself and | was
able to come to others and find a com-
fort zone in church. He taught me there
is hope, and that He will always be
there for me, even in the darkest of
times. | want to keep spreading God’s
word, goodness, and holiness. | have
found comfort and home in the church,
and | want others who are lost to also

come and see God’s holiness.
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Baptism Testimony

Andrew
Huang

efore | truly met Christ, | was just going through the motions of a kid who grew up in a Christian household:
read this, learn that, answer this Sunday school question, and so on. Not much to speak of, to be honest.
However, much of that changed when | reached high school. For many, that threshold is like a turning point
on their road to maturity, crossing from being a child to becoming a young adult. But to me, that was also a

point of spiritual change.

Back in my freshman year, | went on a trip to Italy with my band. During this trip, | regretfully must say, | would often
get sidetracked and even on certain occasions become separated from the group. The worst instance of this was when | got
lost in a city for over an hour, far away from the group with a dead phone. It was at that point that | thought to myself, “This is
it. | might actually be left behind in a foreign land. Now what?” In the midst of my anxiety, | had the most random thought to
just pray to God for help, even though | had never really done much of that before. What happened next | truly believe is a
miracle, as | was found by none other than my own group minutes later. God had provided me with the solution | needed to

quell my worries and anxiety.

Fast forward a couple years, and although | haven’t been the most outwardly active or the most devout Christian, |
like to believe that | try to put aside some time for the Lord a bit more than before, even if it's just to talk to someone when
I’'m alone. | want to continue to thank the Lord more through my life and my actions. | wish to know Him more, so that | can

be more thankful for what He's done for me already, and | look forward to what He will do in the future.
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B efore | had Christ
in my life, | con-
sidered myself to be lost with
no direction. | partied and
drank a lot, mostly to escape
the pain | had. | had lots of
emotional pain, and | looked
to worldly things for peace in-
stead of to God. | neglected
my responsibilities and had no
direction.

Everything changed

Timothy Kao

BAPTISM TESTIMONY

when | met my wife. She has

a relationship with God and
encouraged me to have one
as well, so we started praying
together often. | had never re-
ally prayed, but we started
praying together every day at
every meal. And | started to
see Him answering my pray-
ers and blessing me with the
peace | had been seeking.

God blesses me with
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the strength | need in my life,
and | am grateful for Him —
thankful that He sacrificed His
only son Jesus Christ for our
sins. My life is better after ac-
cepting Christ, and | want to
share my testimony that He
can help others, too, find
peace in their lives. | want to
do what is pleasing to Him
and commit my life to Him and
share the Good News and His

word.
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Since first grade, | always attended church and From a young age, | always attended church. Although
was a part of the community. | grew up in a Christian | didn’t know exactly what it meant at that time, | knew that
family, and my parents fully supported my journey to get church was a good thing and that | should go there often.

baptized and grow closer to God. As | grew older, | started seeing the reason for church.

Until recently, though, | never understood the | realized that the many parables that Jesus tells his disciples
importance of God's word. | was just at church, never apply not just to the people in Jesus’s time; they still apply
really taking His words to heart. However, as | grew older, today, even though it has been thousands of years. | noticed
piled with more work and responsibilities, | began praying many of the values shared in the Bible are traits that all kinds
more. Philippians 4:5-7 says, “The Lord is at hand; do not of schools and programs love. For example, it could match our
be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer school’s core values — Integrity, Service, and Excellence — or
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be the Scout Law from Boy Scouts.

made known to God.” | began to realize that God is al- As | started praying more, | realized how much it helps

ways in control and that | do not have to worry about the
me focus. | can concentrate longer on my schoolwork. | also

outcome. Since this discovery, | have found more suc- found out that while many people around me were stressed

cess in my life and
developed peace of
mind. | now know God
is in control and I don't
have to worry about
everything.

| hope to con-
tinue living as a Chris-
tian and grow closer to
God. | will continue to
participate in the Wor-
ship team as my way

of serving Him.
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out over tests, | was able
to stay calm by talking to
God.

After coming to Christ, |
want to continue to follow
God’s word and practice
the many Christian val-
ues shared from the Bi-
ble. | want to continue to
come to church and pray
to God and make a com-

mitment to Christ.

45



BB REE The Testimony of Praise

NATALIE TAN

Baptism Testimony

| have been a part of
the church for as long as | can
remember, but | never actively
participated. I'm a very stub-
born and anxious person, so |
often feared asking for help or
messing up. It felt like | did not

belong anywhere.

However, when my dad

was diagnosed with stage 3

colon cancer a few years ago

. After God changed my for help. Whenever | don’t un-
and | saw my mom relying

more on God for help, that life, | became more apprecia- derstand something, | want to

. . tive of my family and friends.  admit that | am clueless. |
situation encouraged me to

seek out God. Every night, | let Arguments have become a want to trust that God will
learning ground, and for- lead me to others and that He
out all of my sorrows and con-
giveness has become knows what is best for me,

fessions to Christ, and one

night, | hugged my mom for knowledge; as | let go of my even if it is not the outcome

the first ime in a long time stubbornness and my ego, it that I initially wanted. | want

Even though my dad is no becomes easier to talk to peo- to show persistence in my be-

longer with us, God has ple and understand them. lief in love and acceptance.,
brought our family closer than My goal is to have

ever. Christ as a friend that | go to
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Jenny Wu

Baptism Testimony

| grew up in the church, but
| came to church and fellowship
only because of my parents. |
just used this time to play with
my friends, barely paying atten-
tion to the lessons taught. |
knew about the miracles and
sacrifice of Christ, but | felt like
those things had nothing to do
with me. | prayed only because
my parents told me to, doubted
the presence of God, and
thought that this religion was
just a title. | was always shy
around people, prideful, and
hot-tempered because of my

annoying brothers.

But about a year ago, God
sent a sister to our house, and
we started family worship to-
gether. During this time, we
studied Bible verses together. |
learned that we all have weak-
nesses and habits that we don’t
notice, and we need God’s help
to change. These family gather-
ings encouraged me to pray
and to want to become a better

person, and totally changed the

Words of Blessing | August 2022

way | thought about being a
Christian. Through praying, |
finally felt God’s presence with
me. | settled myself down and
talked with Him and saw Him

working to change me.

| asked for God’s help in
school and with my friends. |
started to pray before exams
and for God to comfort me
when | feel stressed out be-
cause of schoolwork. I also
started to know more people
during the beginning of the
school year. God also helped
me to get myself back on track

after the pandemic. | continued

P
R
o
ok

my piano lessons, invited
friends to hang out together,
and did better in school. |
learned to ask God for help to
control my temper and to have

time control.

| know [ still have a lot of
bad habits that | need to get rid
of, but | want to invite Christ
into my life and live the way he
wants us to. | want to learn
more about the words of God
and give my life to Him. | want
to help praise God and get in-
volved in church and help my
brothers to also accept Christ

as their savior.
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he COVID-19 epidemic has spread around the

world for two and a half years, making people
in all countries physically and mentally exhausted
and making nucleic acid testing and flight delays
the new normal. If God allows these things to hap-
pen, what new things is He doing?

S IRE
From the editor

In “The Pastor's Word,” Pastor Sion used the story
of the resurrected Jesus meeting the disciples from Luke 24:26-53 in
“God'’s Purposes Realized Even During the Covid-19 Lockdown.” He
invited us to “continue reading, searching and meditating on the Scrip-
tures” and to allow the resurrected Lord to transform our lives and turn
the doubts, sorrows, unbelief and fears in our hearts into worship and
great joy.

In “Mission Without Borders,” Pastor Luke Zhang faced the tension
between today and tomorrow in “I Know Who Controls Tomorrow,”
calling on us to “have the correct ‘mindset, conviction and action’ and be
a person who responds to God'’s call.” ECM Wenting Wei shared her
experience of discipleship training and suggested that the three genera-
tions of the church should work together. She emphasized that compan-
ionship is better than teaching because the most influential thing in life
is often not the words spoken, but the living style. ECM Pastor Songhui
Cai, AFC preacher A Ben, the co-workers from Evangelism Explosion (EE)
team, and the youth who participated in the summer short-term World
Changers practiced the Lord’s Great Commission in different forms.

In “Life in the Lord,” Mrs. Hong Peng’s “Anti-cancer Devotional
Diary” inspired us to see the hope of the new heaven and new earth in
Revelation. Brother Hua Chen saw God’s love and sovereignty in “Three
Sighs.” Sister Qin Zhang wrote a poem to praise the name of the Lord
when seeing his miraculous work in the national park. Articles about the
journey of faith included “The Second Half of Life,” which talked about
“breaking up, abandoning, and leaving”; “The Journey of Faith,” which
reviewed twists and turns of life; and “Grandpa’s Art of War for Grand-
son,” in which the couple Xin Feng and Ling Tian shared the mission of
faith inherited to the third generation and practical methods.

In “Thanksgiving Testimony,” the seven youths and three adults
who were recently baptized all shared the rich grace of the Heavenly
Father, the truthfulness of the Lord Jesus, the love of the brothers and
sisters in the church, and God's unchanging promise: “If anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new
has come.” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

May the Lord who sacrifices Himself and loves others inspire us to
care across generations and cultures, make the truth-transforming cul-
ture become the new norm, and glorify the eternal Lord in the ever-
changing world!

Ling Qiu

o ST T TV T =

EFRAREAREREBILE

JT ATLANTA CHINESE CHRISTIAN CHURCH NORTH
5055 Morton Road, Alpharetta, GA 30097

TAH REALBTRELE (BE) 202248 A
Atlanta Chinese Christian Church North <Words of Blessing> August 2022

SCZ M F /Literature Deacon: &3 Qin Zhang

4 %) 48 /Editors: Richard Matthews, BF#. B, T2, M4r. RBeAT. M. Ho%. &5, 83k, ¥, AKX £N
t&. #EA. HeidiHuang. 4. £E2A&. T4, WER

Tel: (770)667-9593 Fax: (770) 343-8241 http://www.acccn.org




2022 ACCCN Summer Events Jt= EZ=5E5]

TH= KREAEEHSILRE
Atlanta Chinese Christian Church North



	Enyu2022_August Front Page
	Enyu August 2022
	TOC
	Shepherd
	Mission
	Life
	Testimony
	Editor

	Enyu2022_August Back Page

