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Pastor Chi

Sermon on Sunday, 1/2/2022
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When looking ahead to the
vision and mission of our church in
2022 last September, the pastors and
elders had the same feeling after praying
and communicating for a long time.
Now it seems that we are more certain
that this is God’s expectation for our
church this year. Why is the theme of
our church in 2022 “Love God, Love
Family, Love Church”?

First of all, let’s look at the
current situation. From the perspective
of the social situation, the epidemic has
been repeated and continued in the past
two years. Recently, the epidemic broke
out again, which resulted in a surge of
hospitalized patients, passengers strand-
ed at airports due to flight cancellations,
and even an increase of the number of
sick children. The number of infected
brothers and sisters in our church also
increased. Therefore, on the one hand,
we should remind brothers and sisters to

Words of Blessing | March 2022

pay attention to safety, and on the other
hand, we should encourage brothers and
sisters to care for each other and call
others to greet them and check if they
are healthy and safe. If someone is in-
fected, we should also pay special atten-
tion to help him and pray for him. Pray
that the Lord will take care of our broth-
ers and sisters so we can safely get
through the epidemic and those who
have been infected will recover quickly.
Under the influence of this
situation, the physical fellowship gath-
erings have been reduced because the
number of people for physical worship
was limited. This not only affects the
worship life of the congregation, but
also affects the relationship between
us and our God. The most precious
relationship in a Christian’s life is the
relationship with God, a vertical rela-
tionship between “God and man,” be-
cause the Lord Jesus clearly stated that

2

“the relationship between God and man’
takes precedence over “the relationship
between man and man.” In Matthew
22:35-40, we are taught, “One of them
(the Pharisees), a lawyer, asked him (the
Lord Jesus) a question to test him.
‘Teacher, which is the great command-
ment in the Law?’ And he said to him.
“You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the great and
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first commandment. And a second is

like it: You shall love your neighbor as
yourself. On these two commandments
depend all the Law and the Prophets.””

The greatest commandment
defines who you are and what you value
most. A Christian who truly loves God
“uses God’s words to define the mean-
ing and purpose of his existence.” In this
world, there is no one person, one politi-
cal party, one thing, money, fame, or
status that can define who a Christian is
because we are “God’s children and
servants of the Lord, belong to the body
of Christ, are travelers on earth, and are
citizens of heaven.” This is our true and
eternal identity. Therefore, all the deci-
sions we make, how we speak, work,
and live, how we use money, and how
we have relationships with others, are
based on our identification with this
God-given identity. What we value and
treasure most is our desire for God to
have all our love. We love God with all
our desire, will, and passion. We pray to
God, meditate on His words day and
night, and obey Him.

How much enthusiasm do our
brothers and sisters have for loving God
— the greatest commandment? Only
those who love God with all their hearts
will do their best to love and serve peo-
ple. Therefore, we were moved to pro-
pose the theme of “Love God.” In addi-
tion, we were also concerned that under
the epidemic in the past two years, “the
sense of alienation between people will
be greater, the understanding of each
other will be reduced, and love will be-
come cold.” And the epidemic has made
“anxiety and depression spread around
the world.” People felt more depression,
and our love and patience began to run
out. It not only affected the family rela-
tionships between husband and wife and
between parents and their children, but
also affected the relationships among
church members. Therefore, we care
about the unity of husband and wife and
the unity of parents and their children so
much that we have the theme of “Love
Family.” At the same time, we also care
about the restoration and reconstruction
of the relationship among brothers and
sisters, so we have the theme of “Love

Church” and ask God to revive our life
of loving each other in our church.

Steve Echols
Alten Englond

Catastrophic
CRISIS: :

8/29/2005 Katrina Hurricane

We proposed these three
themes based on “building character of
life.” The pastors and elders all believed
that, in 2021, God has guided our
church on the path of “building charac-
ter of life to be like the Lord Jesus’s”
through various crises and trials. After
the crises and tests in the past year, we
found that the brothers and sisters in our
church have never stopped loving God.
They have always shown their love for
God in a relatively “quiet and firm” way
and with a desire of living out the
Lord’s life character in difficult times.
The pastors and elders saw their love
of God and felt the same way. Our
church is now on the right path of re-
building. After a year of testing of the
external environment and internal per-
sonnel, we have gradually become a
church with the life character of the
Lord Jesus. We believe that God has
entrusted an important responsibility
to our church.

The Voice of Our Shepherds

How do we determine how
strong and solid a group of people are in
their faith, love, and character in God? It
depends on how the group reacts when
facing crises and trials. A book named
“Catastrophic Crisis: Ministry Leader-
ship in the Midst of Trial and Trage-
dy” (Steve Echols and Allen England,
2011) used case studies to analyze what
leadership qualities a church needs most
when facing tragedies and trials caused
by catastrophic crises.

Let me introduce the first case
in the book, NOBTS (New Orleans Bap-
tist Theological Seminary), also named
School of Providence and Prayer. The
seminary was established in New Orle-
ans because the city had low moral
standards. The school had a vision to
become a mission base for the city and
hoped to one day change the city’s re-
sponse to the gospel. The city of New
Orleans is five feet below sea level and
is protected from flooding by levees.
However, if the flood rises above the
levees, the entire city will become a
large pond. Unfortunately, on August
29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina broke the
levees. The entire city was submerged in
the flood, causing the largest flood dam-
age in American history.

The seminary president at the
time, Chuck Kelley, had to make many
difficult decisions. First, he evacuated to
the city of Birmingham before the flood-
ing. On the evening of Sunday, August
29, when he knew that the hurricane had
passed, he thought they would be able to
return to the city in a few days. Unex-
pectedly, the levees broke on Monday,
and the seminary began to flood. It was
also heard that some thugs started to rob
people everywhere and even had
shootouts with the police. Principal Kel-
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ley worried about the safety of security
staff and whether the library was flood-
ed. But because the communication had
been cut across the city, he was not able
to find out. He was very anxious. Not
knowing any news, he was fortunate
that one of the most important commu-
nication channels was still open, which
is the channel of prayer to the Father.
Under the great pressure, God encour-
aged him through Psalm 46:1-3: “God is
our refuge and strength, a very present
help in trouble. Therefore, we will not
fear though the earth gives way, though
the mountains be moved into the heart
of the sea, though its waters roar and
foam, though the mountains tremble at
its swelling.”

Therefore, when we face a cri-
sis, it first tests how much faith we have
in God, whether we trust God with all
our heart, pray to God with all our soul,
love God with all our mind, and rely on
God to overcome the crisis.

The first test Principal Kelley
faced was when the school was flooded
and the classrooms were no longer be
able to be used for a year: Should the
whole school be closed for half a year,
or even a year? Should he fire some
staff and postpone the graduation of
students, or continue the classes? How
to settle all the staff and students? After
praying, he decided to continue the clas-
ses and to temporarily move the school
and teachers to Atlanta to continue the
classes. When some teachers came to
check in, they had no clothes to change
into. It had been too late to move out all
their belongings, so they were all soaked
in the water by the storm and flood. But
many churches in Atlanta donated
clothes and took care of the families of
the teachers so they could continue
teaching. Principal Kelley even prom-
ised that the December graduation cere-
mony would be held as usual for 400
students in Atlanta and 1,200 students
from campuses around the world. He
decided to increase online teaching so
that the courses would not stop. It was a
visionary approach to start online cours-
es in 2005. In December, a graduation
ceremony was held in Birmingham, and
137 graduates and many guests attend-
ed. This graduation ceremony was a
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representative step of the school’s ef-
forts to rebuild after the flood crisis. It
also demonstrated that the students ex-
perienced together that God is the help
in times of trouble and that he is a faith-
ful and reliable God.

The next, more difficult chal-
lenge was the financial and personnel
situation. In that year, many schools in
the city of New Orleans fired staff. But
Principal Kelley ignored secular princi-
ples and decided not to fire anyone or
reduce personnel expenses. It really took

[ U —
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NOBTS: (New Orleans Baptist Theological Semi—
nary # L@\ RiZfE G ER) , X & School of
Providence and Prayer “#pifasiifa954”

a lot of confidence, courage, and finan-
cial pressure. However, Principal Kelley
believed that the faculty was the semi-
nary’s “most important asset.” There-
fore, he decided not only to pay all fac-
ulty and staff their monthly salaries, but
also reimburse them for their relocation
to Atlanta. Where would the millions
of dollars come from? Principal Kelley
did not know either, but he believed in
God’s provision.

Thank God! Because of their
faith in God, the seminary was able to
pay salaries on time every month. A
year later, when everyone returned to
the campus in New Orleans, there
were more professors than before.

This shows that those who love God
with all their hearts will also love their
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neighbors as themselves. In time of the
crisis, the principal did his best to take
care of the needs of the staff. This love
for man was rooted in his love for God.
In the fall of the next year, the school
buildings were rebuilt, and teachers and
students moved back to the campus in
New Orleans. Unbelievably, the enroll-
ment rate of freshmen that year was
comparable to that of the previous year.
Many freshmen wanted to attend the
school to study when they heard what
God had done in NOBTS. When stu-
dents come to the school’s gate, they
will see “When we passed through the
waters, God was with us.” (Isaiah 43:2)
The third and most critical
challenge was to decide whether to give
up rebuilding the campus in New Orle-
ans and move to other cities, such as
Atlanta. Principal Kelley suggested that
the original vision of the seminary when
choosing New Orleans was to become a
mission station in the city. He believed
that they should weep with those who
mourn since there were countless people
who needed the comfort and encourage-
ment of the gospel. He suggested that it
was the time to go back there quickly,
not to leave. The board agreed. A year
later, when the school was rebuilt and
the students returned to the school, they
found out that the seminary was one of
the buildings that were built first. In the
dark nights, when the electricity of the
whole city had not been fully restored,
people could see the light of the cross at
the school church from far away, testify-
ing that God’s salvation was coming to
this city. After returning to New Orle-
ans, the seminary started a reconstruc-
tion service and missionary action in the
community, comforted the residents of
the community who had lost their prop-
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erties, and organized tens of thousands
of Baptists to help the reconstruction
after the disaster. After the flooding, the
residents in New Orleans were more
open to the Gospel than ever before,
which proved that rebuilding the semi-
nary in New Orleans was the right deci-
sion.

When NOBTS was hit by Hur-

ricane Katrina and the flood, all the staff
and the students were tested by suffering

to see how much faith they had in God,
who they were, what they valued, and
whether the couples in their families

were of one mind. They were also tested

on their love for others. Thanks to God,
they showed a life character of faith and

love. They did not stop classes for half a

year, did not fire any staff, and did not
forget the missionary vision entrusted
by God. They went back to New Orle-
ans to rebuild the seminary despite all
the difficulties because everyone, from
the principal to the students, was full of
the will to love God and love others.
The author also compared the
performance of the mayor of New Orle-
ans at the time. Because he did not want
to lose the opportunity to make money
from tourists, the mayor delayed the
release of the time for citizens to leave
the city, which caused huge losses. In a
crisis, you can tell who a person or a

group of people are and what they value.

Although we have not experi-
enced any natural disasters like Hurri-
cane Katrina, our church has experi-
enced the epidemic and personnel

shocks in the past year, which were rela-

tively serious trials. During these trials,

what attitude did our brothers and sisters

have to face these “various trials”? Who
were we when we showed ourselves to
others? What did we value? 1 Peter 1:5-
7 promised us that “who by God’s pow-
er are being guarded through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last

time. In this you rejoice, though now for

a little while, if necessary, you have
been grieved by various trials, so that
the tested genuineness of your faith —
more precious than gold that perishes
though it is tested by fire — may be
found to result in praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
First of all, we saw that our
brothers and sisters did their best in do-

nating based on their faith: the financial
deficit in 2021 turned to a surplus of
$46,391, with a total donation of more
than $1,010,000 dollars. This proved
that our brothers and sisters love God
fervently!

Secondly, we saw that the pas-
tors, elders, and deacons are more united
in heart and trust each other. They can
express different opinions. They respect
each other and listen to each other, so
that when making the final decision,
everyone can obey and support. The
process was full of joy and laughter.

What is particularly touching is
what Brother Shanshuang Yang shared
in his resignation speech as a deacon in
last December. What he had experi-
enced in the past years was the love in
the fellowship and only had a feeling of
belonging to the fellowship. But, during
the four years of serving as a youth dea-
con, he felt that he belonged to this
church and that the church was his
family. Brother Shanshuang usually
does not like to talk too much, but
when he speaks, he is full of emotion.

I was in tears when I heard his speech.
I believe he also expressed the feelings
of many brothers and sisters. Although
the past year was difficult, thank God
for being with us and helping our co-
workers to become more mature in life
character and to love each other more!

At the same time, the ability
of our church to care for people in
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need has grown stronger. Over the past
year, when the more young people expe-
rienced emotional difficulties, several
fellowships were motivated to work
with youth ministry co-workers and
parents to accompany families in diffi-
culty. This selfless love is very touch-
ing. There are also many testimonies of
brothers and sisters who “refined faith
by fire.” They faithfully worked at their
positions in the most difficult times and
showed the virtues of the Lord’s serv-
ants. There are so many examples that it
is impossible to mention them all. May
the Lord commemorate them!

Thanks to God, under the epi-
demic and personnel shocks, our broth-
ers and sisters have proved that our faith
in God is more precious than gold that
was refined by fire. A team can survive
a crisis because they show great faith
and complete trust in God and true love
for people. Thanks to God, our brothers
and sisters are all walking on the faith
path of relying on the Lord to overcome
crises.

Now, facing the new year, we
pray that our brothers and sisters would
stir up more love for God. Let us “love
God with all our hearts, souls, and mind,
and love others.”

Therefore, our first appeal to
our brothers and sisters is to “love God
with all our hearts.” As 1 Peter 1:8-9
says, “Though you have not seen him,
you believe in him and rejoice with joy
that is inexpressible and filled with glo-
ry, obtaining the outcome of your faith,
the salvation of your souls."

When Mrs. Chi sees our lovely
little granddaughter, she is overjoyed.
She cannot express the joy in words, so
she simply holds the child, sings, and
moves her body to dance. Because of
believing in the Lord Jesus, people

A
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would “rejoice with joy that is inex-
pressible and filled with glory,” a joy
that will never be ashamed! Dear broth-
ers and sisters, I pray that the Lord will
light the fire of loving the Lord Jesus in
your heart, so you will love God and
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible!
Specific suggestions include:

a) Strengthen personal practice
of devotions and prayers

b) Continue worshiping in
church

c) Attend adult Sunday school

d) Attend our church’s prayer
meetings

The second appeal to our
brothers and sisters is that “husband and
wife unite, parent and child unite, and
revive your family to love God.” In 1
Peter chapter 3, God promised that “1
wives, be subject to your own husbands,
so that even if some do not obey the
word, they may be won without a word
by the conduct of their wives.... 7 hus-
bands, live with your wives in an under-
standing way, showing honor to the
woman as the weaker vessel, since they
are heirs with you of the grace of life, so
that your prayers may not be hindered.”
In this way, the strength of the prayers
of a united couple is very effective. Spe-
cific suggestions include:

a) Encourage couples to attend
educational courses on marriage and
parenting

b) Host couple relationship
camps

¢) Train and support fellow-
ships in caring for families with special
needs

d) Build family worship altars

The third appeal to our broth-
ers and sisters is to “love each other and
make the church our home.” “Finally,
all of you, have unity of mind, sympa-
thy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a
humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil
or reviling for reviling, but on the con-
trary, bless, for to this you were called,
that you may obtain a blessing. For
‘Whoever desires to love life and see
good days, let him keep his tongue from
evil and his lips from speaking deceit;
let him turn away from evil and do
good; let him seek peace and pursue
it.”” (1 Peter 3:8-11) Specific sugges-
tions include:
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a) Strengthen the life of love
among brothers and sisters

b) Encourage everyone to par-
ticipate in serving our church

c¢) Keep the communication
between the PEC and the congregation
smooth

d) Build the sense of belonging
to our church

We pray and hope that after a
year of hard work, at the end of 2022,
we can tell the Lord that we are ready to

UNITY N THE
Body of Christ

EPHESIANS 4

, -

take the greater mission of the next ten
years: train “believers who have firm
foundation in the Bible and character of
Christ,” have the ability to distinguish
information and protect the church,
build a church that has Chinese-English
cooperation and an active second gener-
ation, and develop a church that sets up
preaching the Gospel as its mission.

Thank God for preparing two
new preachers for us: Minister Dongjian
Guo, who will be involved in the estab-
lishment of fellowships of young fami-
lies with his wife Hong Peng, and Pastor
Sion Kim, who will be involved in the
spiritual building of the youth minis-
try. And Elder Weikang Zhang has
returned to the PEC and devoted him-
self to the ministry of fellowship. This
year, we have new visions and new
personnel.

Dear brothers and sisters, the
2022 vision of “Love God, Love Fam-
ily, and Love Church” will not be ac-
complished by a few core co-workers,
but by the efforts of everyone in front
of and behind the scenes because we
are the body of Christ, “from who the
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whole body, joined and held together by
every joint with which it is equipped,
when each part is working properly,
makes the body grow so that it builds
itself up in love.” (Ephesians 4:16)

Once, I played a five-hundred-
piece puzzle with my child. It had a
beautiful princess in the center and
green grass with blue sky all around.
When we wanted to assemble the puz-
zle, we did not start with putting togeth-
er the pieces of the colorful clothes that
the beautiful princess wore, but found
the four inconspicuous corners. Without
those green and blue corners and the
edges, the coloring puzzle could not be
completed because every piece is equal-
ly important and indispensable.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us
continue to be faithful in serving the
Lord in the coming year, no matter if
you do housework at home, clean your
garden, sing in the choir, prepare flow-
ers at church, participate in children’s
Sunday School or youth ministry, visit
the people with needs in the community,
quietly prepare Bible studies and hymns
for fellowship meetings, or pray for oth-
ers, etc. The Lord remembers you in
everything you do for him.

Let us work together in 2022 to
accomplish the vision that God has en-
trusted to us: “love God with all our
hearts” more, more earnestly build
“families that love God and have hus-
bands and wives united and parents and
children united,” and “love God’s
church together,” so that brothers and
sisters will love each other more and
have a deeper understanding of “the
church is my home.”

A
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Exhortation in 2022
Installation of Pastors and Elders

| have only a brief exhortation because the exhortation from the Bible is already contained in the two mes-
sages that | preached in 1 Peter 5. Here | will only give a few words of encouragement to each of the three AV VATV VW Va
couples. TWLWLWLVLAY L. . V.V,

First of all, | would like to encourage Minister Dongjian and Mrs. Hong Peng to focus on her healing and not

to worry about her ministry. You may be disappointed that you were expecting to do a lot of visiting and min-

istry work, but now you are being visited and ministered to instead. In fact, you should know that today's installation
ceremony is to establish you before God and to lay hands on you in prayer, which means that from today onward,
whether you are healthy or sick, whether you are serving or recovering from illness, you are both ministers of North
Church and have been chosen by God to begin serving.

Only God has a different plan for each preacher in serving. From today on, whether in good times or bad, in devotion-
al journals or in singing in the dark night, in waiting quietly or in fellowship, as long as you live out the Christ in your
heart, you are serving the Lord. Don't be anxious. Rest assured that you will be healed, and we will all walk with you
on this journey of healing.

Secondly, | encourage Pastor Sion and Mrs. Rachel not to let people underestimate you as young persons, but to
always be examples of believers in word, deed, love, faith, and holiness. Pray that your love will be abundant and
multiply and that your bodies will be healthy.

Finally, | would like to encourage Elder Wei Kang and Mrs. Yuan Chen, both of you have been serving as elder and
elder’s wife for many years, and this time you have returned to the Pastors and Elders Council as a great help and
blessing. Let us encourage each other to gird ourselves with humility and submit to each other, because God oppos-
es the proud and gives grace to the humble.

Now we, pastors and elders, are going to lay hands on them and pray for them. Will the three couples please come
to the stage.

I would like all the pastors and elders to pray for them with one voice, and then | will say the closing prayer.

”Dear Heavenly Father, we now pray for Mr. and Mrs. Dongjian, Mr. and Mrs. Sion, and Mr. and Mrs. Wei Kang that

the Spirit of Elijah may be moved to double their efforts, to give them the gift of serving You, and to stir up the gift
given to them like fire. Strengthen the work of their hands, and be with them. In the name of the Lord Je-

sus Christ, pray, Amen." AVAVAVAVAV. V. V. V.4
FaVaVaWaVTavaV,. v,V

’77777777‘

K

The three couples will now turn around and face the congregation. We ask all the deacons to come up to
the stage and shake hands.

All right, now our pastors will join together in a hymn called "The Longer | serve Him."

The pastors and elders will sing the first verse, and the second verse and afterwards will be sung by all the congre-
gation together.
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Introduction of Minister Dongjian Guo

Minister Dongjian Guo was born in 1964 in Kaifeng, Henan Province, China. He received his bachelor's
degree in Mechanics from Peking University in 1985. He married his wife, Hong Peng, in 1989 and has a
daughter. He finished his Ph.D. in Geophysical Fluid Dynamics from the Institute of Atmospheric Physics,
Chinese Academy of Sciences in Beijing in 1993. After graduation, he worked as a scientist in the Chinese
Academy of Sciences until he came to the United States in November 1997. He then worked as a software
engineer in Atlanta for more than 20 years. In 2001, he was baptized in Atlanta Chinese Christian Church \
North. He then participated and served the church as a fellowship leader, fellowship counselor, church
deacon, and adult Sunday school teacher. In August 2018, he and his wife resigned from their full-time
jobs and attended the Logos Evangelical Seminary in Los Angeles. During the time of study, he also
served as an internship student at Acadia Chinese Baptist Church in Los Angeles, participat-

ing in leading fellowship groups, Sunday school teaching, discipleship training, newcomer

reception, and Sunday preaching. In December 2021, he graduated from the seminary and

received the Master of Divinity (M.Div.). Minister Dongjian and Hong Peng have a special

burden for evangelizing and providing pastoral care to the younger generation of Chinese

intellectuals.




Introduction of Pastor Sion

Pastor Sion Kim was born in Seoul, South Korea, and his family immigrated to the
United States in 1995.

He graduated from the University of Georgia in 2008 with a B.S. in Psychology and a
B.A. in Religion. While in college, he was called to full-time ministry to serve the Lord
and to serve His beloved church.

He then graduated with a Master of Divinity (M.Div.) at Fuller Theological Seminary in
Pasadena, Calif. Pastor Sion's wife, Rachel, also graduated from Fuller Theological
Seminary with an M.A. in Intercultural Studies (Missiology). He has served as a youth
pastor, an English ministry pastor, and an associate pastor in various Chinese, Kore-
an, and American churches with his wife in the past 14 years.

Pastor Sion met his wife, Rachel, in an airplane, and they were married in 2009. They
have two daughters, Alyssa (10) and Aria (6). Thanks to our Lord that he led Pastor
Sion and his family to join our ACCCN big family as our new Student Minister.

Sion Kim $ZBmfgi 1

Sion Kim 4Bl ENREIE R, 1995 2FMRFE - 2008 FHENE A
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E, BB RFTENRG - 21k, MAEINIHE SN S B2 ES T e 1
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Introduction of Elder Frank Chang

e , 4

Elder Frank Chang grew up in Taiwan and came to the United States to study
in 1984. He became a Christian in 1987 while in school and was baptized at
the Knoxville Chinese Christian Church in Tennessee. In 2001, he moved to
Atlanta with his wife, Amy Chang, and son, Patrick. He joined and has wor-
shiped in the North Church since then. He has served faithfully in the church
and successively served as fellowship chairman, counselor, general affairs
deacon, and chairman of JBED. He was ordained as an elder in ACCCN in
2011, and he completed his two terms of active eldership in PEC at the end
of 2018. Elder Frank has been devoted to biblical teaching, church manage-
ment, caring and shepherding of the congregation with a humble and loving
heart over the years. He sets a good example to everyone. At the invitation of
PEC and JBED, Elder Frank is returning to the PEC to serve as an active elder
again, starting from 2022. May God empower him with wisdom, strength and
bmility. It is my hope that the brothers and sisters in the church support
Elder Frank in his service to the church and our Lord.
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Speaker: Rev.Joseph Wong

Rev. Joseph Wong was born in Malaysia. With
Emily, we have three children. Joseph re-
ceived Mission and Theological training in
Hong Kong, Australia and the United States.
Joseph served as a church planter for eight
years in Malaysia and the family served as
SIM missionary in Niger, Africa, among the
Manga people (Muslims) for 12 years.

Our three children currently are serving in
Atlanta (Job), Africa (David) and Thailand
(Ruth). Joseph resigned from pastoring a
church in South Carolina (10 years) and re-
turned to SIM, to provide Muslim outreach
training, mobilize “mission-minded” churches
or individuals to involve in Muslim Evange-
lism. Joseph travels widely to conduct mis-
sion conference, training and mobilizing for
“cross-culture missions”.

-

ACCCN Mission Conference 2022 Agenda

Time : 3/25/2022 (Friday) - 3/27/2022 (Sunday)
Theme : Mission and Promise
Speakers . Rev. Joseph Wong, Minister Simon

3/25/2022 Friday 8:00 - 9:30pm (in Chinese) ACCCN Sanctuary

Rev. Joseph Wong: Gain All Nations (Matthew 24:14 28:18-20,
Acts 1:8)
ACCCN Second Floor (Youth Program) Minister Simon: Eternal

Purpose
- What on earth am | here for?
- How do | live my life and make it count?

- God gives us all the answers in His word.

3/26/2022 Saturday 4:00 - 5:30pm Mission Sharing
Rev. Joseph Wong: Two 1.3 Billion (in Chinese)

Minister Simon: Simon & Abing Ministry Update (In English)

3/26/2022 Saturday 7:30 - 9:30pm (in Chinese)
Graceful Arts Drama Team: Missionary Drama - “Chinese Kite
Runner”

Rev. Joseph Wong: Holy Spirit and Missions (Acts 1:8, 2)

3/27/2021 Sunday 9:30 - 12:30am
Chinese Worship --- Rev. Joseph Wong: Glorify God (John 11:1-4)
English Sunday Bible Study --- Minister Simon: Evangelism -
Let’s Go!
English Worship - Rev. Joseph Wong: Mission Impossible
(Matthew 9:35-38, Romans 10:13-15)
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Make check payable to

“Overseas Campus Ministries”

1753 Cabirillo Avenue,
Torrance, CA 90501-3697
(Write on the check “for OC-Returnee Ministry”)

ntips./ /returnee. oc. org/signup

Words of Blessing | March 2022



HEREBRF

)i3)

NN

F1 1Y

BRE RIS

Missions without Borders

J

—

Care Ministries International
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) ear mission partners,

The arrival and rapid spread of the new COVID omicron

variant at the end of last November stirred up concerns

around the world. Anxieties were creeping in as the di-

rection of the pandemic became unpredictable once
again. Events planned to cele-
brate Christmas and New Year
were in danger of being cancelled
at the last minute should the gov-
ernment decide to impose further
COVID restrictions. Praise the

| Lord! In the midst of uncertainty,

N our team of staff and volunteers
at the Mission Centre had the op-
portunity to experience His suffi-
cient grace for us.

B d R RN
A R

In response to the omicron situa-
tion, we implemented vigorous
COVID prevention measures and
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lateral-flow test-taking for those attending events at the
Mission Centre. On Christmas Eve, we opened the door
and invited families from Hong Kong who had just arrived
in the UK to attend a Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
and enjoy a hotpot dinner. It was a lovely evening when
we spent time together, listening to Christmas carols,
reading scripture passages from the Gospel of Luke, and
focusing our eyes on the baby Jesus born for mankind.
This was the first Christmas holiday new Hong Kong im-
migrants had experienced in a foreign land. Perhaps our
gathering seemed quite ordinary, lacking the vibrance
and glamour they used to find in Hong Kong. But | be-
lieve that this Christmas Eve brought them the good
news of great joy. | also pray for heavenly peace to come
into their lives.

At the end of December, we resumed our Year End Stu-
dent Camp in person, turning our mission center into a
home away from home to welcome a new group of Chi-
nese students in the UK. The Year End Camp has always
been a key component of the COCM Mandarin student
ministry. The pandemic brought restrictions on how we
could run the camp this time. We had taken measures
such as limiting the number of people at this camp to
prevent the spread of COVID infection. | was surprised by
how soon the camp was fully booked, and nearly 100
people attended in the end. It felt like a big family when
we gathered inside the mission center to feast on spiritu-
al food, pray and worship, laugh and cry. God’s protec-
tion kept us safe and sound. The work of the Holy Spirit
was evident among the campers: seekers were willing to
open their hearts to respond to God's love, new believers
were eager to read the Bible and learn to be disciples of
Jesus. Brothers and sisters were courageous in revealing

Zcosm
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their inner struggles as they testified of the wonderful things God
had done in their lives.

Give thanks to God that more than 20 young Christians accepted
our invitation to serve as small group leaders at the Year End
Camp. They came to the COCM Mission Centre a day earlier to
attend a training session. They came with willingness to humble
themselves, follow the example of Jesus, and be servants among
their peers. During the camp, they functioned like little shepherds
in their small groups, caring for the physical, emotional, and spir-
itual needs of their group members. Their courage, compassion,
and enthusiasm moved their group members and deeply moved
me.

More than a decade ago, my wife and | started to pray that God
would raise up a new generation of young people who would dare
to go against the current of this world and be examples for others
to follow as they follow Christ. Whenever | see young people will-
ing to give their time and energy to take part in mission work, | am
encouraged and thankful. May God continue to lead them in the
new year and help them to grow as they serve in their respective
campuses and churches as good soldiers of Christ.

As we start a new year, | pray to God that He would continue to
use the COCM Miission Centre to bless the Chinese diaspora in the
UK and Europe, proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, help believers
to grow towards spiritual maturity in Christ, and encourage them
to step out to participate in global mission. Please pray for our
team. May God grant us wisdom to plan our work throughout the
year and gifts and abilities to manage and maintain our mission
center. May our training ministry equip brothers and sister better
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.

Serving together in Christ,
General Director Rev. Henry Lu
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Prayer Requests

1. Pray that Taylor’s parents will
believe and trust in Jesus.
Pray that the other students
from our group will keep
seeking the Lord and that
they can also be witnesses
for Christ to their families and
friends.

2.After a month-long ban, we
are allowed to assemble on
campus again! Pray we can
meet more new students and
share the Gospel with them.

3. Pray the kids can keep learn-
ing and growing up healthy.
Pray Breanna will be selected

to at-

tend _

free N\ Jﬂj '
pre- .//»‘/“/
school C)

this coming year.

JI virtually attended my
first ever Vision Con-
ference for international
students at the end of
December. | wasn't ex-
pecting much because,
let’s be honest, who likes
virtual conferences?

But | was pleasantly sur-
prised that the students in
our virtual family group
were so eager to learn
about God and attend the
online sessions.

Our family group had sev-
eral students studying in

NYC, one recent graduate
in China, and another guy

in Thailand. The recent
graduate in China, Taylor*
(left middle), became a
Christian in the United
States and is now back in
her hometown teaching.

She said the mandatory
quarantine was a good

Missions without Borders

e -

Sabrina turned 1 on
Jan. 13 and then we
celebrated Abing’s
birthday the next day.
Sabrina already start-

about God. Taylor would
pray and give thanks to
God before each meal.

She said now her parents
will ask her to pray and
sometimes they will even

chance to spend time with pray by themselves!

her mom and tell her

For His Name and Renown,

Simon, Abinﬁ, Nathanael, Breanna & Sabrinal

500 Oak Trace Cir
Hoover, AL 35244

W4 spang@eacompany.net

Q. (+1) 610-533-0457
[ https://give.cru.org/0608060
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Eaching he Mo Genrtion in 201

HEHREBRF

Jonathan & Robynn Bachman (GSN)

Thank you for your faithful generosity this
year! God is reaching the next generation in our
community and beyond with the good news of
Jesus Christ.

Pray with us as we endeavor to reach peo-
ple deeply, personally, and eternally in 2022.

May He be glorified in our lives as we in-
vest in His kingdom work.

All our love,
Jonathan, Robynn, Jadynn, Jonathan, Jr., Evange-
lynn, and Havynn Bachman

Ways to Give a Year-End Gift

1. You can give securely online at:
www.lovebeyondboundaries.com

2. You can make your tax-deductible gift by writ-
ing a check to "GSN" and including a separate
note with our name, then mail to:

Global Service Network

P.O. Box 1809

Apex, NC 27502

Thank you so much for
your love and support!
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TANZANLA BEST PRACTICE FIELD VISIT REPORT

January 28-February 3, 2022
Tariku Fufa, Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania

One of the main focuses of the Global Church
Movement (GCM) is leadership development in vari-
ous forms and levels. One way to develop leaders is
through exposure to best practices and giving people
lifetime relevant experiences. Accordingly, | took 11
leaders from eight countries (Namibia, South Africa,
Mauritius, Reunion, Comoros, Uganda, Zimbabwe,
and Tanzania) to Nyamikoma village in Tanzania with
the purpose of learning how they grew from one gen-
eration of a church plant to 27 generations of church
multiplication in less than four years.

The objectives of the trip included visiting the
best practices of the Tanzanian GCM 27 generations of
church multiplication, practically and theoretically un-
derstanding the GCM in the field, getting inspiration
and conviction to launch GCM in countries where we
had none, enlarging leaders’ vision towards national
scope and impact, building relationships, and listening
to God to hear what He might say or show to us.

We took time to listen to everyone’s personal

B3E | ZR-_—_%=A

story and ministry status. This helped to get to know
one another better. We attended church with leaders
and members from 27 generations of church and faith
groups multiplication. We worshiped, danced, heard
from the word, and participated in offering giving,
praying together, eating lunch together, and fellow-
shipping with the church. At Mwanza city, we shared
our insights, lessons, observations and discussed them
in great depth during and after the formal meetings. It
was a great time to learn from one another.

We also took a half-day for coming up with our
country-specific action plans. This was accompanied by
raising SPQs and budgeting for their action plans. For
most team members, such practice was either the first

or only a second experience. Everyone loved it.

We visited the Tanzanian Life Ministry staff
and volunteers, shared with them from our experienc-

es, prayed together, and then ate lunch together.
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Key Lessons Learned by the Team
Ordinary people can do extraordinary things. Every

disciple is a disciple-maker. Multiplication hap-

pens as people share their faith.

The church is not a building but people. The simple
gathering is easy to reproduce. Focus on build-
ing a healthy biblical church to save people’s
souls and develop human beings, not so much
on the physical aspect. Focus on decorating the
heart — with love, forgiveness, humility, gentle-
ness, and obedience — than on focusing on

decorating the building.

Obedience. Selfless commitment without expecting
anything in return. Servant leadership! The Lord
is calling us not into comfort but into obedience
to Him. Obedience is key in church planting pro-
cesses. Talking will not produce any results if

action is not taken.

Local empowerment is key to self-reproducing and

sustainable churches.

Unity and accountability. 27 generations but one
body. Submission to authority. Knowing the

flocks. Freedom, but with unity.

Outcomes (Immediate Results of the Field Visit)
Reunion and Namibia NTLs decided to launch GCM

in their countries. The NTLs decided to lead
their country GCM for the next one year until
they develop a leader and hand over. This came
out of deep conviction from what they have
seen God doing in Tanzania and the interactions
afterward.

Comoros and Mauritius decided to trust God for some-

thing bigger than they were. Towards this, they came

up with clear action plans.

Uganda and South Africa decided to cover their

47

HEHREBRF

whole scope in the country and came up with
clear action steps towards those decisions.

We all are inspired, motivated, and put in place
clear action plans contextually.

It was such a rich time spiritually, relationally, prac-
tically, and intellectually.

Conclusion

As Philip did to Nathanael (John 1:46), the
invitation to come and see still stands! Seeing helps
bring clarity and cast out doubts. There is a power in
seeing! | am deeply thankful to the Lord who orches-
trated this trip for us. | thank Bekele for giving me in-
sight into the power of visiting best practices. | thank
Keith for his regular support behind the scenes. | am
grateful to Farai for blessing us all to travel. | also
thank the national team leaders and GCM leaders
who came. My special appreciation goes to Gideon,
Dismas, and the Tanzanian staff, who made this trip
meaningful and fruitful. Please keep praying for our
team as they are going to implement their action
plans in their unique contexts.
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Written by Elizabeth Tian

Revised by Estelle Shen and Stephanie Sun

As 2021 came to a close,
Building Bridges held a bake sale to
raise money for the Firewood Col-

lecting Volunteer Team (845 . T),
a China-based nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides aid to people in

Da Liang Shan, an economically un-
derdeveloped area in the mountains
of China. The organization raises
funds for school supplies and essen-
tial living supplies, such as clothing
and food, to help those in need. The
team does not limit its efforts to Chi-
na. In 2020, during a time of tribula-
tions of combating the newly circulat-
ing COVID-19, the Firewood Collect-
ing Volunteer Team donated 20,000
masks to hospitals in Atlanta that

were low on PPE.

Children in Da Liang Shan, China, re-
ceive items from the Firewood Collecting
Volunteer team.
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Do not work for food that spoils, but for
food that endures to eternal life, which
the Son of Man will give you. For on him
God the Father has placed his seal of ap-
proval. (John 6:27)

Moreover, the Firewood Col-
lecting Volunteer Team is a Christian
team; all of its volunteer work is
done for God’s glory. Workers set an
encouraging example of how we can
use our talents, gifts, and blessings
from God to glorify Him and help oth-

ers less fortunate than ourselves.

We made and sold berry and chocolate
macarons, sugar cookies, chocolate chip
cookies, and butter cookies.

And let us not grow weary of
doing good, for in due season we will
reap, if we do not give up. (Galatians

6:9)

On Dec. 27, 2021, Building
Bridges came together to bake mac-
arons and cookies. The process was
hard work, but worthwhile in the end.
The experience showed how amazing
it is to see so many people coming
together to help raise money for a
common cause. Throughout the pro-
cess, everything was done to make
sure the food was sanitary and fol-

lowed COVID guidelines.
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After weeks of planning, baking, and
selling, the result proved that the
process was rewarding. The bake
sale was successful and demonstrat-
ed our team’s cooperation and team-
work. This fundraiser was a large un-
dertaking, but it demonstrated how
thankful we should be for all the
blessings we take for granted. We
should always spread kindness to
others, and we will continue to
display teamwork and dedication

in our future activities as a team
and organization. We sold 118
cookies and macarons to family,
friends, and neighbors and made
about $300 in profits to donate

for the children. We received

$600 in donations, leaving us

with $700 to donate to the Fire-
wood Collecting Volunteer team

and $200 for Building Bridges to
use for website and management
costs. We thank those who donat-
ed money for this fundraiser to

help us accomplish our plan. You
are the sunlight in the cold winter,
warming up those surrounding us,
especially the children in Da Liang
Shan, China.

Our donation certificate from the
Firewood Collecting Volunteer team.
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Give to the one who asks

you, and do not turn away from the

one who wants to borrow from you.
(Matthew 5:42)

A Life in Christ

Some pictures of how they used our donations.

Building Bridges is a non-
profit organization that strives to cre-
ate bridges of connection between
youth in China and youth in America
using unique learning activities. We
do this by holding English classes for
children in China. All classes are held
weekly and taught by American high

school students fluent in English.

If you are interested in learn-
ing more or joining the team, please
visit our Instagram
(buildingbridgesorg) or WeChat
(buildingbridgesorg), or email us at
build-
ingbridgesteam2021@gmail.com.
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Our people must learn to de-
vote themselves to doing what is
good, in order to provide for urgent
needs and not live unproductive
lives. (Titus 3:14)

-Building Bridges team
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The Testimony of Praise
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Karen Yan

My name is Karen Yan, and [ am in 10th

grade. I go to Lambert High School.

In 2021, I was most grateful for my friends and
family being used by God. They have been there for me
when they didn’t even know what was going on with
me. My Christian friends and their families would plan
fun activities for me in the summer. I was not suicidal,
but I was diagnosed with a psychotic disorder in May.
This disorder developed from not sleeping for about
eight days. I couldn’t sleep because of stress. [ was try-
ing to make a Christian club, and on top of that, it was

the last few days of virtual school.

These days without sleep caused my brain to be

damaged, but it wasn’t fully damaged. I still had some
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sense of reality. Every day I would sleep for
maybe a few hours or 30 minutes, and I would
wake up thinking. To kill the time when [ wasn’t
sleeping, I would just think about what would
happen the next day. Or the next month. Or the
next few months. Or the next year. Until it got

worse. I started to think that I didn’t need sleep.

One night, Pastor Chi’s wife, my friend, her

mom, and an elder came to my house to pray for

emergency room to get a shot that would make

0 me. After we talked for a bit, I was taken to the

me sleep. During the hospital visit, I started to

remember Pastor Chi’s daughter, Stephanie. |
tried to look her up on Instagram, but I didn’t find her. |
was desperate to get out of quarantine and just see peo-

ple.

The next day, I woke up. I opened my eyes, and
I saw a different perspective of my house. I went down-
stairs to my study room, and suddenly, I started seeing
words and hearing things. I concluded that Stephanie
was living in my room. I decided that someone that I
haven’t seen in a long time existed in my house. Starting
on this day, I started to have more delusions, and I
would write down random stuff, thinking that Stephanie
was being nice and communicating with me on the other

side.

A few more days passed, I started to realize that
I had a disorder. I also realized that I needed to rely on

God in this situation. I noticed that He is the One who
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made this event happen. My first instinct was that my
dad wasn’t Christian yet, and this is why I was experi-
encing this crisis. My parents and I would try singing
worship songs every day to make my illness go away.
We would pray every day and every night. This is how
desperate we were. Es-
pecially my dad — he
was facing a lot of con-
fusion. He would think,
“Should I become a
Christian? Is there a
God? Is He real?”” These
questions gave me hope.
I came to understand that
I was living with the Living Hope. This is the name of
my Christian club now. Though we might change the
name later, my club was created because I was in-

spired by the situation I was in.

Thankfully, all is well now. After searching
for mental health doctors, therapists, and medication,
we finally found the correct prescription for me. To-
day, I am still on medication, but it is the minimum
dosage. I no longer have any episodes of psychosis,
and my mental health has gotten much better now.
Symptoms may come back one day, but I am okay
now. I believe that God made all this happen, and [ am
grateful that He saved my life through this experi-

ence.

During my mental illness, my dad finally sur-

rendered to God, and several months later, he got bap-
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tized outside. During the baptism, the audience sang a
song. My dad was the only one being baptized that
day. It was a very special day for him and our family.
The wind was blowing behind my back, and it felt like

an evil spirit finally flew away.

Thank you so much for
reading this, and [ hope it
encouraged you in some
way. | wouldn’t be able to
recover this soon without
my church and God’s grace.
Thank you to those who
were a part of my journey to
recovery. Thank you, Eliza-
beth Tian and Jocelyn Zeng, for always being there for
me and for coming to my house to accompany me.
Thank you, Estelle Shen and Yuchen (Nancy) Wang,
for making fun activities for me. And thank you to all
of the aunts and uncles in this church who prayed for
me along the way. I don’t know what I’d do without
my friends, my family, the church, and especially Je-
sus. He was always there with me. Thank you, Jesus,

for this miracle.
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Motherhood was not as expected.
Sure, I knew in my head that there
would be sleepless nights. I thought I
was more than ready, after preparing
by reading popular pregnancy books
and websites, and I knew all about the
sacrifices that I would make — things
that I would give up, like having a
quiet romantic dinner for two.

Motherhood brought me the sweetest
little girl that I could ever hope for.
Yet it also brought on a host of fears.
What if I mess up as a mom? What if
she turns out to be an unruly teenag-
er? 1 worried about not bonding well
with her. I kept telling myself that
every new mother has these normal
baby blues and that I would manage
soon enough.

But my mind kept churning out worri-
some thoughts. My body did not go
back to the way it was before preg-
nancy, and I began to doubt my hus-
band’s love for me. Things got worse
when I heard about some of my
friends’ soured relationships. I could
not imagine what they were going
through. I couldn’t help wondering
how this could happen to marriages of
church-going people. I did not want to
accept that God allowed this kind of
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thing to happen, because it meant ac-
cepting that it could happen to my

family, too. What can I do to have
more faith in God?

After maternity leave, I went back to
work with an anxious heart. I wanted
to return quickly to my usual work
routine because I prided myself on my
performance. But in reality, I had to
try harder than usual to focus. My
brain insisted on cluttering and empty-
ing thoughts at random. I started wor-
rying about my job security and sani-
ty. Then, my boss lost his home over-
night in a fire that, thankfully, did not
claim any lives. But it certainly
brought home the realization that our
relationships, worldly possessions,
careers and even our lives could liter-
ally go up in flames without any
warning. Why did these things hap-
pen? Does God care?

As these events progressed, I hid my
feelings from others. I began to feel
ambivalent about going to church (I
was attending a church in Boston back
then). I went to church as usual, but I
was not really there. Our fellowship
attendance was fairly low then, which
was in itself quite discouraging. We
then joined a new group in the fellow-
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ship for young parents. This suited me
fine, since I would not be expected to
do much sharing as a new member of
the group. Yet, in some ways, I did
want to share what I was feeling — if
only someone would ask me first.
When someone did ask me whether I
would resume playing the piano for
singspiration time, I declined because
I wanted to be detached.

Even church activities that I had pre-
viously enjoyed seemed like “artificial
sweetener” to me. | was trying to
avoid talking with people because |
did not want to break down in front of
everyone. Yet, I felt that surely some-
one could see how unhappy [ was —
don’t they care enough to ask? Some-
times, I allowed myself to openly shed
tears at church, just to see if anyone
would ask me why I was upset. Only a
couple of people did. It seemed to me
that most people, including me, came
to church to learn about the love of
God and then left without really shar-
ing our hearts and our lives. I feared
that our church was like the church in
Laodicea: “So, because you are luke-
warm — neither hot nor cold — I am
about to spit you out of my mouth.
You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired
wealth and do not need a thing.” But
you do not realize that you are
wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and na-
ked.” (Revelation 3:16-17) I was
keeping up appearances of being a
Christian, but I knew my faith was
shaken quite badly.

And so, my list of anxieties kept
growing faster than my baby daugh-
ter’s weight. I prayed to Jesus to hold
on to me, for everything around me
seemed to be falling apart. Worries
festered into doubt that gnawed its
way into my soul. Every child longs to
know, does my Father still love me?
God, where is the joy and peace that
Christians are supposed to have?



During my appointments with my doctor, she routinely
asked how I was feeling. I said I was fine. At one appoint-
ment, however, I was already upset when I reached her
office. Her continued sincerity just broke my defenses
down and I confessed my unhappiness. However, I reject-
ed her suggestions for anti-depressive medication, fearing
addiction and being seen as unstable. I simply refused to
acknowledge the possibility that I had post-partum depres-
sion, even though it was a thought that had occurred to me
before.

Around that time, one of our
church missionaries shared
about her ministry and men-
tioned her daughter had such
a bad case of depression that
she nearly threw the baby into
the garbage can (happy note:
Grandma saved the baby!).
Her story jolted me out of my
pride and fear. At a follow-up
appointment, I finally agreed
to have my doctor prescribe
medication. I felt much better
and could view things with a
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not trust Him to be in control of my present circumstanc-
es.

A guest speaker at the church helped me realize that there
really is no “present time.” Every second from the future
that passes by will immediately become the past. So, God
really is the God of all circumstances and of all times.
Faith in God is truly a gift from God that should be much
cherished. It is not something I can work hard at getting
more of. The only thing I can do is trust in Him, every
moment.

v Y

In time, I realized that
God was starting to an-
swer my questions above
(in italics). That He loves
us is not just a concept to
be digested with our
minds, but one to be ex-
perienced with our hearts.
Although I could not see
Him in the midst of my
troubles, Jesus was there.
He prepared for the help

brighter perspective. I then

realized that God had provided for help many times at
each appointment, but I was simply too prideful to accept
it.

It is like the old joke about a Christian preacher who went
up to his rooftop surrounded by flood waters and prayed
for help. A canoe and motorboat went by, and people
yelled to him, “Get in!” The preacher said, “No, my faith
will help me!” Then a helicopter flew by and dropped a
rope to him, but he was resolute. “No, thanks, my faith in
God will help save me!” And when he came to heaven, he
asked, “Why didn’t You help me, Lord?” The reply was,
“Well, I sent you the two boats, and then the helicopter,
but you wouldn’t get in!”” Sometimes God provides help in
ordinary ways, often simply using other people to help us.
But we are hindered by our own grand expectations of
what we think God should be doing.

Too many times I had prided myself in my faith in God.
However, God showed me that this pride in my faith is a
subtle, yet just as deadly, attack on our relationship with
Him. As a Christian, it is natural for me to acknowledge
that God is in control of my past (by taking care of my
sins on the cross) and my future (by promising eternity
with Him). But my constant worrying showed that I did
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that we needed even be-
fore we realized we needed any help. Although I might
never know why God allows unhappy times, He does care
about us.

The despair and separation from all things good is a terri-
ble feeling. If Hell is like depression, I don’t want to be
there. Looking back, I had fallen for the big lie that I was
utterly alone and hopeless. For Jesus said, “And behold, I
am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew
28:20) It is not our loving God who forsakes His children;
as the old “Come Thou Fount” hymn reminds us, we are
the ones prone to leave the God we love.

As part of my journey through depression, perhaps not
surprisingly, I read a lot from the books of Psalms and
Job. The Word of God was healing. King David often
poured out his feelings of betrayal, repentance, and anger
before holy God, yet he often ended with notes of confi-
dence in the Lord’s power, wisdom, leading, holiness,
vindication, and of course His love. Instead of ruminating
on my worries, reading the Psalms helped remind me of
the goodness of God. And to answer the question of “Why
did this happen, God?” Job was shown that his focus
should really be on “Who.” The Almighty is sovereign.
As we repent in dust and ashes and return to Him, He lov-
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ingly restores us.

In that one watershed year, God led
me to see that I could not trust in ma-
terial things, spouses, parents, career
or health. For these things perish or
leave us eventually, sometimes too
suddenly. True peace and joy are
found with Jesus. I need to trust and
hold on tightly to Him. Cling to the
Lord no matter what!

Encouraged by my husband, I started
rejoining church and fellowship activ-
ities, including starting to serve in the
children’s ministry. In time, I learned
that it was not that people at church
didn’t care; they didn’t know how to
show their care and were not sure
how to approach the hurting one.
Even my husband was unsure of what
was happening and didn’t know what
to do. We had to walk through the
experience together.

I gained a different outlook against
my fears of the unknown future. It is
not the common “Nothing to fear but
fear itself,” but rather “Fear God, and
trust in his enduring love.” For Jesus
said, “In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! I have over-
come the world.” (John 16:33) Anoth-

er wonderful verse is “The Lord is my
light and my salvation — whom shall
I fear?” (Psalm 27:1) Even when
things seem really bleak, there is al-
ways hope with Jesus.

Interestingly, God also gave me
chances to use this experience to min-
ister to others in their dark times. I
wrote down this personal experience
to share with others who might be
going through some of the doubts,
fears and spiritual weakness that I had
gone through. Following the publica-
tion of the story in the Boston
church’s magazine, three sisters
reached out to me for encouragement
when they had similar challenges.
God is indeed our Holy Shepherd.

Someone asked whether Christians
should share stories of times when we
doubt or lose faith, in case it makes
non-Christians question our God’s
might. To me, the answer is clear. If
we choose to give accounts of only
our positive experiences with God, it
makes both God and us look good.
But by including our doubtful, inse-
cure, and even angry experiences
when God does not answer us
promptly, we can truly show God’s

grace and mercy when He does an-
swer us. It displays the truth of our
sinful natures, and it makes on/y God
look good.

It is all right if my flaws and failings
can be seen by others. That is why [
need Jesus. It is God who never fails.
“Humble yourselves, therefore, under
God’s mighty hand, that He may lift
you up in due time. Cast all your anx-
iety on him because he cares for
you.” (1 Peter 5:6-7)

I am resharing the story here at
ACCCN after so many years in the
hope that someone here will benefit
from hearing that God truly holds us
in His loving hands. We can trust Him
and believe in our hearts that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God — His truth
will set us free. And whether we’re in
our dawn, noon, or twilight years,
each of us has a story to encourage
fellow believers and honor the Lord’s
work in our lives. May He provide us
the courage and opportunities to share
our lives with Him and with each oth-
er. Praise the Lord, for His love en-
dures forever!
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Christopher J. H. Wright pointed out in the pro-
logue of the Chinese version of “The Mission of God ”
that “Mission is not ours, but God’s...; Mission is not
for church, but church is for mission, God’s mission.”

From the grateful stories from all over the world
and locally, I see the new things that God in mission
has done during the pandemic. Brothers and sisters of
“Fellowship of All Nations ” bravely went to the refu-
gee community in their neighborhood and took the
opportunity to take a new step in cross-cultural mission
through the wonderful cooperation of churches with the
same Holy Spirit . The two fellowships of Europe

Campus Ministry have transformed
.. into churches. The spark of evange-
' lism has been ignited in Germany. I
hope that the spark of revival will
start a prairie fire, from Germany
throughout Europe, from the Chi-
... nese to all people in the world. Ben
< from Ambassadors for Christ, Inc.,
went back to Malaysia and visited
various countries in Southeast Asia
non-stop. He even went deep into
the dangerous areas to listen to the
missionaries’ grievances and count
“God’s grace with them. There are
countless stories of God’s mission.
What new stories will our church

write this year?

In the first Sunday sermon in 2022, Pastor Chi
not only expanded on the theme of “Love God, Love
Family, Love Church,” but also mentioned a vision for
the next ten years of making ACCCN a missionary
church. God has given our church three new ministers
and elders who, along with the PEC, will lead our
church with one heart and one mind. Through Mrs.
Hong Peng’s anti-cancer devotional diary, God encour-
ages brothers and sisters to look up to the Lord who is
the creator and finisher of our faith.

I pray that at this year’s Missionary Conference,
God would use Rev. Joseph Huang, who has done
missionary work among Muslims for many years, to
send out the voice calling in the wilderness. Let us care
for the 1.8 billion Muslims together, be willing to obey
the Holy Spirit, respond to the Lord’s call, bravely step
out of our comfort zones, and write new stories of our
church’s mission.
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