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01 to Matun

Elder Ken Wang

R EBIEE

How do you define
Christian Maturity?

Obviously spiritual maturity is not
age related; many grown-ups are
very ignorant about spiritual
growth

It is not related to knowledge;
some PhD’s show no interest in
the subject.

Is it being clever and smart? |
believe you will say no.

OK, is it experiences you gained
in the church? Certainly not.

Is it the ability to quote the Bible
or attend seminary? Maybe, but
not always.

What is Christian Maturity?

Let us look at some definition given

by Charles R. Swindoll, a professor
at Dallas Theological Seminary, in
his Book of lllustrations:

Maturity is moving from “soft
skin-tough heart” to “tough skin
-soft heart”

One of the marks of maturity is
the ability to disagree without
becoming disagreeable

Maturity begins to grow when
you can sense your concern for
others outweighing your con-
cern for yourself

These insightful quotes are easy
to understand, but they are ex-
tremely hard to implement in
our lives. Isn’t it true that:

e Our skin is so soft that one
little unkind word will trigger
our retaliation. Qur hearts
are so tough that we do not
care for others.

¢ We often disagree with oth-
ers and become defensive
and even take offensive ac-
tion when we deem neces-

sary.

¢ Wefind it hard to sense oth-
er people’s concern. Our
own concern always take
priority. This is sad, and this
is why we need to grow.

Don’t give up; it is certainly worth ex-
ploring.

Words of Blessing | December 2021 7
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Why is it necessary
for Christians to
grow in maturity?

Whether we know or not, our life is a perpetual spiritual
battle with the cunning enemy Satan. He is the com-
mander in chief, controlling the evil spirits of this world to
battle against God and His people. Every moment of the
day, Satan uses lies, evil thoughts, self-centeredness,
pride, and prejudice to
take captive every Chris-
tian. He is not a weakling,
he is a roaring lion.

1 Peter. 5:8 — Be alert
and of sober

mind. Your enemy the
devil prowls

around like a roaring
lion looking for some-
one to devour.

This is the external factor
causing our immaturity
and downfall.

Internally, we are born with something called OSN — the
old sin nature. Some of us incorrectly say that nature is
only human, trying to save some embarrassment. Some
of us correctly say Satan is tempting us, but we act as if
he did not have any evil intentions. The reality is that the
entire human race has inherited this sin nature from our
ancestors Adam and Eve.

As sinful men, we all need forgiveness. This is the rea-
son Christ died on the cross to redeem us from sin. As
Christians live and battle with Satan, we all need to be
properly equipped in this sinful world. This is why we
need to grow in maturity. The million-dollar question is
how?

MATURITY

experiences,
Mistakes. learning.
understanding

The Voice of Our Shepherds

How to grow in maturity?

The Bible admonishes us to grow up like a baby
does.

1 Peter 2:2 — Like newborn babies, crave
pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may
grow up in your salvation.

No doubt you have seen babies cry for milk. There is
a great sense of urgency that you cannot delay one
second. Christians need to
have the same urgency. A
baby takes 20 years to
grow to physical maturity,
a Christian sometimes a
whole lifetime to grow to
spiritual maturity. But the
good news is: | have seen
some Christians take less
than a few years. | hope
this is us!

The spiritual milk for
Christians is the word of
God, learned through
studying and praying and
listening to God'’s instruction and guidance. God is
so anxious for us to grow; He gave us the instruction
to “seek, ask and knock.” In fact He provided the
most powerful and wise instructor — the Holy Spirit
mentioned in John 14:26.

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, will teach you all things and
will remind you of everything | have said to you.

This is the key to the door of maturity. The Bible says J\ (G
that we have to ask for this key. In 1 Corinthians, "

there were a lot of immature Ch[[s_}iér]é;\many
failed to ask, and some asked vainly. They-will
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certainly not receive anything.

But if they ask in faith and in
trust, they will receive God’s pre-
cious gifts. There are no better
gifts that we can ask for and re-
ceive. God'’s gifts are good and
perfect. They come from the Fa-
ther.

James 1:17 — Every good
and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from
the Father of the heavenly
lights, who does not
change like shifting shad-
ows.

The gifts of God

God’s main gift is Himself. What do
| mean by this? Remember that
when God made man, He made us
in His own image. He intended men
to be like Him in all His holy nature:
His mind to reason to do the right
things, His heart of compassion to
love Him and others, and His will to
obey our Creator. Disobedience of
men alienated us from God, and we
also lost all His attributes; what
remains is the OSN, the old sin na-
ture.

His gifts are His own attributes,
which are perfect.

Pastor Andrew spoke about God’s
three gifts that endure forever —
faith, hope and love. This is what
the immature Corinthian church
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needed, and this is what we need to-
day. The pandemic is bad enough, yet
we also suffered the loss of pastors,
youth leaders and elders, as well as
100 members. What we need at this
point in our church is to really grow in
maturity and win the spiritual battle.

So far, | have quoted Peter, John and

The key to maturity: love

James, all of whom want us to grow in
maturity. Now let me add one quote
from Paul in the great passage of 1
Corinthians 13:4-8, where he ex-
pounded the wonderful gift of love.
This was essential for the immature
Corinthians and is also extremely criti-
cal for us, for aren’t we in the same
boat? With these gifts, we can better
handle many challenges and disa-
greements among brothers and sis-
ters. Let us pay great attention to
them.

HREHIEE

‘Loveis patient, love
is kind. It does not
envy, it does not
boast, it is not
proud. ° It does not
dishonor others, it is
not self-seeking, it is
not easily angered, it
keeps no record of
wrongs. ° Love does
not delight in evil but
rejoices with the

truth. ” It always pro-
tects, always trusts,
always hopes, and
always perseveres.

& Love never fails.

Look very closely at verses 4-8.
What do they say? This chapter
expands on the word “love” to its
many different aspects. We no
longer vaguely love, but love in
many specific ways. We have no
excuses with these clear instruc-

tions.

Living in a Christian community,
how do we practice these won-
derful attributes among us? How
does love work out in real life?
Let us list them one by one.

does not envy

does not boast

is not proud.

does not dishonor others
is not self-seeking

is not easily angered
keeps no record of wrongs

does not delight in evil

© 0 N o o &~ W b P

rejoices with the truths:
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10. always protects,
11. always trusts,
12. always hopes,

13. always perseveres and
never fails

Paul understood them to
be God’s law of love with
do’s and don’ts; eight neg-
atives and five positives.

The negatives things that
hurt our growth to maturity g

are: envy, boasting, being 2

proud, dishonoring others,

being self-seeking, being easily angered, keeping rec-
ords of wrong, and delighting in evil.

Some of these (italicized) we have done and must not
do but keep them far from our hearts.

The positive things that enhance our growth to maturi-
ty are: rejoicing with the truth, always protecting, al-
ways trusting, always hoping and always persevering.

We must take these verses to heart. If we had not
failed in half of them (italicized), recent problems
could have been avoided. We need to grow to spiritual
maturity, without which we will continue to be babies
repeating the same mistakes, and we will not glorify
God as a church.

Application

We have to examine at what point we have gone
wrong, what attributes of God we have not met and
what sinful attributes that came from Satan we need
to hate and avoid. We must repent of our sins and turn
from wicked ways that dishonor God.

We must apply all aspects of the laws of God to love
God and people. Who are these people? They include

Aturity
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The Voice of Our Shepherds

our pastors and minis-
ters, our elders and
deacons, our fellow-
ship group leaders,
our Sunday school
teachers, our youth
and children minis-
ters, and their helpers
— as a matter of fact,
all brothers and sis-
ters, young and old,
especially those who
are young Christians.
We are to love all with
the love mentioned in
1 Corinthians 13:4-8. The recipients of this love must
love in return.

By this love, people will know we are Christians. Let
our light shine so that others may see our good deeds
and glorify our Father, who is in heaven.

Prayer

By what had happened among us, we know we have
not loved You by following what we were taught in 1
Corinthians 13 to love each other with the kind of love
that You loved us with. We repent of our sins and turn
away now from our wicked ways. We want to love as
You have loved us and as You have taught us.

Help us to unite as one body to love You. Revive us
again and restore us with the joy of forgiveness. For-
give us as we also forgive one another. Then we will
truly be children of God, the way You have intended
for us to be. This we pray in Jesus’ Holy and gracious
name. Amen.
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As we look back over the period of 11
years of student-led movement works in our
area, God’s faithfulness, grace, provision, pro-
tection, and blessings come to mind. We give
Him all the glory and praise!

As | write this summary report, my heart
overflows with joy, knowing that we ended
strong in crossing the finish line; it is with great
jubilation that we pass on the baton to the
next generation. Psalm 145:4 states, “One
generation shall commend your works to an-
other, and shall declare your mighty acts.”

| take this opportunity to praise God for His
work through the generation before us and our
own generation who faithfully served Him. We
celebrate all the gospel partners who obeyed
God and gave their L.I.F.E. (Labor, Influence,
Finance, and Expertise) to make it possible for
millions of students to hear the gospel, and for
over a half-million to give their lives to Christ.

We celebrate (a) all the students who are
involved with us, (b) student leaders who led
others, (c) partners, (d) financial supporters,
(e) volunteers, (f) staff, (g) national Campus
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Directors, (h) Area SLM Leadership Team, (i)
national ministries, (j) Southern and Eastern
Africa office staff and leadership, and (k) Glob-
al SLM leaders and coaches. You are all part
of what God has done over these 11 years,
and we salute you!

| would like to single out Dr. Farai
Katsande, the Area Team Leader, for his un-
wavering support to the SEA SLM. | thank Holly
Sheldon, the vice president of global SLM, for
meaningfully serving us. | also thank the for-
mer vice presidents, Dr. Ken Cochrum and
Roger Osboldiston, for helping SEA SLM. | also
want to thank my wife Buze for being a source
of constant encouragement.

Thank you for your gospel partnership to
reach out to the students of our area in 24
countries of Africa and beyond. It takes numer-
ous stakeholders in the kingdom of God com-
ing together to accomplish His kingdom agen-
da, indeed! Below is a summary of 11 years’
SEA SLM reports.
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Ministry Statistics Highlights

The fruits of evangelism, discipleship, and leadership development for the period 2010
to 2020 are summarized in the table below.

Year |[Campus [Evangelism |Decision for[Discipleship Leadership Development

Location Christ (Trainings + Short term missions

(Mass Exposure (Follow-up + Engaged Dis- |+ Multiplying Disciples=219,106)
(Mov't + Min|*Gospel presen- [(Mass Deci- cipleship=240,983)
+ Partners) [tation) sion + Engaged |Trainings  [Short term |Multiplying
';;e;::)”"” Follow-up |PisciPleship missions  |Disciples
2010 (107 184,502 12,232 3,567 5,511 7,448 1,520 1,537
2011 384,271 34,937 7,827 7,148 7,827 1,868 2,179
2012 381,445 52,689 6,497 7,839 12,149 1,868 3,988
2013 222,344 54,303 8,560 6,941 3,331 1,104 1,366
2014 241,349 48,192 7,378 8,880 13,810 1,594 1,920
2015 291,044 68,613 3,940 8,341 7,904 1,423 3,516
2016 152,517 19,804 5,806 11,574 6,956 2,182 4,155
2017 131,162 16,972 10,236 |14,948 4,543 2,384 5,165
2018 295,700 25,727 9,794 19,337 19,297 1,600 4,684
2019 273,636 53,037 26,264 16,837 30,605 2,343 5,742
2020 2,761,258 136,844 [26,315 |17,443 44,806 2,093 6,199
Total 821 5,319,228 |523,350 (116,184 [124,799 |158,676 |19,979 40,451
———
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SEA SLM Key Strategies cal needs. For example, Ethiopia developed
Muslim evangelism, while Mauritius did Hin-

Prayer and fasting—Every country empha-
* y Ing—Lvery country emp du evangelism materials.

sized prayer and fasting in its SLM as a way

of dependence on God. Each national stu- % Win-Build-Send strategy using NLTC (New

dent-led movement practices and emphasiz- Life Training Curriculum) as a core material —

es prayer and fasting. One-on-one as well as mass evangelism and
discipleship.

% Trusting God for the impossible and paying
the price—Many students and staff paid the % Catalytic strategy-Town-village-synagogue
price as they took the gospel to difficult and approach relating to Catalytic campus model.

closed places. & Local resource mobilization that sustains it-

& Practicing Momentum, Multiplication and self—Every national ministry developed indig-
Movement to ensure student-led campuses— enous funds for local and national needs.
We had small- and large-scale events, train-
ing, and development towards this goal.

& Alumni Movement/100%Sent —Effecting
widespread and uncontrollable spiritual

&« Developing a Transferable Message (as a movements and influence through the life-
supplement), Spirit-filled Messenger, and time laborers produced.
Adaptive Methods—Every national ministry
developed relevant materials to address lo-

Tariku’s 25 Years Lessons—P

These Tariku's Lessons
Came from serving 25
years in student ministry:

Movement
Leadership

Modellin
v 2 Years as a High 9

School Student
leader (1997-1998)
v 4 Years as a student

Lessons

leader (1998-2002)
on
v 5Years as Local Student
Campus Director

(2003-2008) M mls"y

v 3Years as NCD
(2008-2010)

v 11 years as Area
SEA SLM Director
(2010-2021)

Multiplication

Words of Blessing | December 2021 13
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SEA SLM Highlights and Lowlights
Strengths:

¢

Prayer and Fasting—For example, Rwan-
da students pray and fast together for 40
days every October and November na-
tionally.

Revival for Every Heart—Focus on staff,
volunteers and students’ spiritual hearts
through engaging in Scripture, Fasting,
Prayer, Reflection, and taking Sabbatical
rest.

Creativity—We have SLM in all the 24
countries of our area. There are lots of
national initiatives to accomplish our
shared mission. Four countries go under-
ground and do ministry uniquely. Besides
that, the digital ministry, Shahidi, indige-
nous fund development, and local part-
nerships attest to this reality.

Reaching Scope—We have surpassed our
original goal of reaching 442 campus
locations set in 2014. Currently, we are

14
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Dr. Tariku Fufa Gemechu

Area Student-Led Move-
ment Director

September 28, 2021

Harare, Zimbabwe

present on 821 campus locations. We
have pioneered CCC presence in Reun-
ion, Comoros, and Mayotte.

Multiplying Disciples—Following the
DEEPLIFE strategy of every one disciple
five, we are able to raise 38,914 multiply-
ing disciples during 2011-2020.

Alumni Movement/100%Sent—Ethiopia,
Rwanda, Kenya, Uganda, South Africa,
and Mauritius had their alumni coming
back and helping their SLMs in various
ways.

Short-term missions—On average, SEA
SLM sent an average of 1,800 students
within national and SEA countries for a
period of two to four weeks on mission
projects.

High-School Ministry—We saw reaching
out to high schoolers as a strategic move
because 80 percent of African high
school students do not get university or
college education opportunities.
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ference.

Weaknesses:
¢ Reporting regularly

Changed lives story writing and telling

0
¢ Multitasking by SLM staff
o

NLTC materials not readily available in
some national ministries

¢ High turnover of SLM staff

¢ Lack of adequate financial resources for
staff and their ministries

¢ Lack of unity among several kingdom
workers on campuses.

What a joy to serve and finish well!
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Thank you, God; without you, this is impossible.
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+ Shahidi l and Il - Initiating and implementing southern and eastern Africa students con-

¢ Hope2020 - Area SLM team leader led this special project for six months where we saw
close to 173 million people hear the gospel digitally when COVID-19 hit our regjon.

¢ Pamoja Africa IV- - Area SLM team leader directed this Africa-wide student conference
where we trained 2,653 students and sent them to go and make a difference.

Threats:

*

%

Thank you to all our SEA SLM gospel partners and stakeholders again.

The rise of Islam presence on campuses

Political unrest on campuses, school
schedules disruption,

The revival of African Traditional Religion
and Practices on Campuses

The division among Christian groups who
work on campuses

Secularism, materialism, and hedonism
of campuses
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Personal Update | October 2021

Dear friends, ) InterVarsity

| am writing to share that | will be transitioning out of my role as
campus minister with InterVarsity at the end of October.

When | first said “yes” to the call in late 2018, | found myself
in the Matthew 14 narrative, when Jesus invites Peter out of
the boat to join him on the water. At the time, | was struggling
with where | drew my identity and purpose from. | had just
been promoted at work and felt a great sense of pride and
security in my job title and salary. | felt like Jesus was inviting
me to step out of my “boat”—and trust him to provide for me,

financially, emotionally, spiritually.

Jesus has provided in immeasurable abundance over these
last three years. | doubted | would ever be able to get fully
funded as a missionary, and the Lord sent me many incredi-
bly generous partners. | felt awkward on a college campus,
and the Lord provided many fun and joyful moments to build
authentic trust with students. | had never done cross-cultural
ministry before, and the Lord brought a diverse group of pas-
sionate and faithful student leaders and gave me a vision of
what his multi-ethnic kingdom will look like one day. | felt that
COVID-19 would surely halt all our momentum, and yet it was
during the pandemic that a student in our fellowship said yes
to Jesus for the first time. | had never taken a seminary class, and the Lord provided professors, classes, and
mentors that opened my eyes and heart to the diversity and richness of the global church. | built some amaz-
ing friendships with ministry colleagues, discovered my love & gift for teaching and discipleship, and experi-

enced God’s joy and love in new ways. He is truly our good shepherd.

To those who have walked with me in friendship, prayed with and for me (and the students), served in the
ministry, and given financially: thank you. Your friendship, prayers, and generous giving have sustained me and
meant more to me than you know. Thank you for teaching me what it means to be cared for by the body of
Christ, and what it feels like to be loved by Jesus. | am humbled by and grateful for each of you.

As for me, | will be joining a growing, mission-driven, healthcare startup—Devoted Health—and working to im-
prove the lives of another underserved population: seniors on Medicare. | have always viewed “ministry” as a
lifelong calling to live out God’s kingdom wherever | am, and this next step is very much a continuation of that
call.  am excited to continue ministering to others as a follower of Jesus in this new context, and | look for-

ward to sharing more life with you!

With deep gratitude,

Justin Feng
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QInterVarsity Ministry Update | October 2021

MINISTRY @ BOSTON COLLEGE

e In August we held a joint leadership retreat (13 leaders!) and
focused on spiritual formation, scripture study, leadership

training, and bonding

e Asian Christian Fellowship kicked off with a Korean fried
chicken dinner; we're seeing about 40 students come to
large group and small groups

e Black Christian Fellowship held a welcome soul-food dinner
and weekly small groups & Bible studies have been drawing

20 students

STAFF TRANSITION

e | will be transitioning off staff at the end of October; after
this, | will be supporting these ministries in a volunteer ca-

pacity

e My colleagues Sherwin Chen & Andrew Givens will be step-
ping in to support the ministries at Boston College

PRAYER REQUESTS

e Give thanks to the Lord for a big September—we met over
100 students!

e Pray for the student leaders of the ministries to adjust to the
changes, and continue to build off the momentum we start-
ed in September

e Please pray for the new staff—Sherwin & Andrew

e Please pray for me as | transition into a different role & field

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTINUE SUP-
PORTING THESE MINISTRIES...

e Tosupport ACF: https://donate.intervarsity.org/
donate#10636

e Tosupport BCF: https://donate.intervarsity.org/donate#4591

o To support other staff or IV ministries, you can contact me directly OR go to this link and
search: givetoiv.org

Words of Blessing | December 2021 17
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Christmas Story

Richard Matthews

itter winds whipped around the cor-

ners of the buildings, blowing trash

across the streets and sending tiny

white flecks of what might have
been snow swirling through the darkening sky. It had
been cold enough during the daytime; now that the
sun had surrendered to the advancing night, the air
was rapidly becoming icy, painfully so.

The girl had no choice but to go home. She
had suffered all day, sitting on the sidewalk, protect-
ed only — and inadequately — by the sheets of card-
board she had put beneath her. This kind of Decem-
ber weather called for clothes that covered every-
thing, but if she was to get the handouts she need-
ed, the little bits of money that passersby would
give, she had to let them see her legs and feet, the
objects of the pity they would inevitably feel.

Those legs, withered by her disease, were
little thicker than matchsticks, and when she tucked
them beneath her to assume her begging position,
they seemed twisted like pretzels. Her feet stuck out
at the edges of the cardboard, visible and disturbing
to all who saw them: gnarled and twisted, seemingly
half the length of normal feet, toes just misshapen
lumps at their ends.

She always wished that she could hide those
feet away from the world, keeping them a sorrowful
secret, but — sad to say — they were the only things
that allowed her to survive. She could not work —
could barely walk — and so she could not hold a job.
Begging was the only thing left for her, and it was
her contorted feet that wrested the dimes and quar-
ters and occasional dollars from the otherwise tight
grip of the healthy and happy people who passed
her on the street.

Christmas time should have been a good
season for her, she used to think; people are sup-
posed to be in a good mood, filled with a generous
spirit. Not so, she found. Most of them were so fo-
cused and intent on their shopping that they barely
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noticed her as they hurried by. She had been out on
the sidewalk near the most popular downtown shops
all day, and had barely $20 to show for it, $20 that
would not even cover the rent in her shabby apart-
ment and the little food she was able to gather.

Well, nothing to be done about it. The only
thing important now was to get home before she
froze to death — though sometimes she thought that
wouldn’t be such a bad thing. She struggled to rise,
her legs unfolding like those of an ungainly egret,
and carefully sought her balance on the stubby ends
of her bare feet. She picked up the sheets of card-
board, gathered her strength, and began her difficult,
stumbling walk home.

As she turned a corner, the bright lights of
the soon-to-close shops faded away, and a gloomy
darkness surrounded her. The only light came from
a few widely spaced streetlamps, all of them seem-
ing weak and dispirited in the suddenly silent night.
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She did her best to hurry along, uncomfortable from the biting cold and the daunting shadows.

As she peered into the dimness, taking care not to step on anything sharp with her uncovered feet,
she saw a vague movement ahead of her on the sidewalk, something approaching a faint pool of light cast
by one of the streetlamps. She hesitated, not sure what it was, not sure if she should be afraid.

Then she saw the outlines of a baby carriage, and the blurry shapes of two people pushing it from
behind. Oh, thank goodness, she thought — nothing to be worried about. The distance between them
closed, and as she entered the glow of the light, she looked down into the carriage.

The baby was beautiful. Despite the late hour, his eyes were wide open and he was looking at her
with the most penetrating gaze she had ever experienced. She couldn’t quite define the expression on his
face. It wasn’t a smile, certainly not a frown, nothing that was specific — but somehow she felt that the baby
was looking at her with a deep concern, something a child that age could not possibly feel. One other thing
came into her mind, and into her heart: The child’s gaze seemed to radiate pure, unlimited love.

As she started to move on, the infant suddenly raised his arm, as if reaching out to her. She held
her hand out over the side of the carriage, and the baby moved his arm toward hers. His tiny hand brushed
the tips of her fingers, ever so lightly, but with a motion that felt like a most gentle caress. As it did, the girl
felt an odd warmth spread from the point of contact throughout her body.

Without a word, the two figures pushing the carriage resumed their journey, heading back into the
obscurity of the spaces between the streetlamps. The girl never got a good look at them, but it didn’t really
matter. Seeing the beautiful baby had been enough.

At home, all she could do was put on heavy pajamas to start warming her frigid legs and feet, then
gulp down a cup of hot soup and climb into her rickety bed. There was no one to say goodnight to, since
her parents had died, so she said goodnight to herself, and then, on a whim, to the tiny baby she had en-
countered in that dark moment of her always dark life.

Hours later, with the dim rays of the winter sun poking through holes torn in her window shades,
she awoke. As she shifted around in the bed, she felt something on top of the blanket, pressing lightly
against her leg. She pulled herself up to a sitting position to look, and was astonished to find a beautifully
wrapped present, all red and gold and adorned with pictures of angels.

Instead of being pleased, though, she was frightened. Who could have put it there? Had someone
been in her room? She looked quickly at the door, seeing that it was securely locked from inside. The win-
dow was firmly latched, too. Apparently, no one had been in the room — but, mysteriously, the present was
there.

The girl sat for a few moments, uncertain what to do. After a while, when she had calmed down and
was less fearful, she decided the best thing was to open the present. Maybe there would be some hint in-
side of where it had come from, and maybe how it had gotten there. She pulled it into her lap, took off the
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paper as carefully as she could, hoping to save it, and then opened the lid of the box inside.

It was a pair of shoes — gorgeous, fashionable leather shoes, with shapely heels and slim, elegant
lines that made them appear fit for a queen. Shoes! The girl was shocked, and irate. Who could have com-
mitted such a cruel joke, she asked herself angrily. Who would give shoes like these to a cripple, whose
feet would better fit into a mop bucket? Who could hate me that much?

As if to remind herself of what she could not have, could never have, she drew her legs from be-
neath the covers. As the thin limbs emerged, she looked down to their ends — and her jaw dropped! She
was stunned by what she saw. Her feet, her gnarled, deformed feet, her burden for life, had been trans-
formed. They were not the twisted and cramped shapes they had been for as long as she could remem-
ber. Instead, they were long, straight and smooth. The ugly calluses that had formed on the bottom were
gone, her toes were straight and flexible, her ankles were trim, and her soles were soft and clean. Her feet
were normal!

Her heart raced, and she could not catch her breath. She looked right and left around the room, her
eyes flitting from place to place like those of a crazy person. “What happened? What happened?” she
asked aloud, over and over. Her glance fell again on the shoes, and she took one from the box. Holding it
next to her foot, she realized that it was exactly the right size. If she put it on, it would fit perfectly!

Just then, the clock radio she had found in a dumpster went off, its alarm turning on the station she
liked to listen to. Jumping at the sound, she looked over at the radio, just as a voice began to recite a
verse from the season’s story, one she had heard many times but had never given much thought to: “Unto
us a child is born.”

“A child,” she murmured. “A baby....” An image formed in her mind of the infant in the carriage, his
beatific gaze penetrating her heart, her very soul.

Outside the window, she suddenly heard the bells start to ring, at the church down the street and at
others in the surrounding blocks. The pealing of the chimes filled the air, surrounding her with their magnif-
icent sound — and their magnificent, miraculous meaning.

It was Christmas morning.
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