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HHEHIEE The Voice of Our Shepherds

2R The Sourceo Lii

- R Pastor Allen Chi’s Sermon
(1/10/2021) (1/10/2021)

- AT AR RESPEE AT Aok F T .
There are always times when a person has no way to go.

PR R L f T F R R AL When seeing the only hope in a difficult time, people naturally
et 2 AT Bk ®R? S AP Ry - have the energy to go all out towards their targets. Do you
Bt A8 o F e PR AP RE RAFIEY 9 have an experience like this in your life? Today, we are going
dUEL o to look at a woman’s experience and find a way out of trouble

through her story.
%

BL R o MR IEBAA R L - & There are two sick women in Luke 8:40-56: the dying girl and
the woman who had a discharge of blood.
The woman who had had a discharge for
twelve years had spent all her earnings on
physicians but could not be healed by any-
one. Discharge of blood is a chronic leak.
Having one for twelve years is like a house
having water leakage that makes the wood
and structure of the house have problems.
The woman must have been weak and pale
due to her condition. She would have been
avoided by most people and could not
attend religious gatherings because having a
discharge of blood was considered as un-
clean at that time. She would be socially
isolated and marginalized, and she would be
labeled unclean in terms of self-positioning.
This woman would probably have thought
that even God did not love her! After having
been tortured by the disease for twelve
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Not long before, Jesus was in the region of Galilee, tempo-
rarily crossed the sea to the country of the Gerasenes, and
soon returned to His original place. At that time, a great
crowd gathered to wait for Him. One of the people who wait-
ed the most urgently was Jairus. Speaking of Jairus, his identi-
ty must be mentioned. The Bible introduces him like this:
“one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name” (Mark
5:22, Luke 8:41). The Jewish synagogue was the center of the
Jewish religion and life, which had longer history than the
church. After the fall of Israel and the destruction of the holy
Temple in 586 BC, the Israelites were scattered everywhere
and established synagogues. By the time of Jesus, synagogues
had a history of 500 years. The worship in synagogues includ-
ed reading the Bible, preaching, praying, etc. Rulers of syna-
gogues needed to arrange worship, preaching, and prayer,
pay attention to the accuracy of the teaching, maintain the
facilities of the synagogues, and keep the Bible books safe. It
is a bit like the elders and deacons who are in charge of the
worship department in church today, who are all respected
and named.

Therefore, when Jairus appeared, the Bible shows us a clear
contrast. Comparing Jairus and the woman who had had a
discharge of blood, one had identity while the other had no
identity, one had a name while the other had no name, one
was valued by everyone while the other was marginalized.
Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, had a twelve-year-old daugh-
ter who was ill and at the point of death. The disease wors-
ened day by day. The doctors could not help, and medicine
did not show any effect. The mother cried every day, while
the father could not eat or sleep in a stable way. Relatives and
friends rushed to tell each other, servants came in and out
and could not do anything other than being sad for their mas-
ter in their hearts. In this desperate situation, Jesus became
the last and only hope of the whole family. When Jesus got off
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The Voice of Our Shepherds

the boat, the anxious father immediately went forward to im-
plore Him to save his daughter. When Jesus agreed, the father
asked Him to move quickly because of the tight time. At that
time, there were many people waiting for Jesus to save them.
However, the situation in Jairus’ family was the most urgent
and affected everyone’s hearts the most. The great crowd
closely followed Jesus’ steps while being concerned about
Jairus’ daughter.

However, just then, among the thronging crowd, there was a
woman who also wanted to ask for Jesus. In contrast to Jairus,
she was very low-key, did not want people to know her secret,
did not want Jesus to know her name, and even did not want
Jesus to stop for her. With a deep desire, she actively ap-
proached Jesus because she had heard the name of Jesus in
the moment of despair, knew that He had done many super-
natural miracles, and also heard that Jesus called Himself the
Son of God. She believed that the miracles Jesus had done had
proved He must have extraordinary divinity and be full of life
and power. She knew it was her one and only opportunity
when she heard that Jesus was going to treat a twelve-year-
old girl who was dying. Although there were so many people
following and pressing around Jesus, she thought, “I just have
to squeeze to Jesus’ side. Although He does not know me,
since He is so capable, loving, and kind, | will be made well if |
touch even His garments.” She speeded up to keep up with
the crowd and squeezed towards Jesus with full confidence in
her heart and determination in her eyes. She reached out and
touched the fringe of Jesus’ garments. As she had expected, a
magical thing happened: there was a force immediately enter-
ing her body, which had such clear and sensible vitality that
the flow of blood dried up! Thank and praise the Lord so
much! “l am finally healed of my disease!”

Let us move our focus back to Jairus and the crowd. At that
moment, the crowd was running towards Jairus’ house while
Jesus and His disciples were being pressed among them. The
dust was flying along the way. Loud voices were everywhere.
People were in a hurry because a life was at stake. The people
who reported the news were already rushing forward to try to
bring a moment of comfort to the anxious family. At the same
time, there were people who brought back the latest news
about the girl’s condition and urged Jesus to walk faster. The
girl’s condition was turning even worse, and there was only a
breath left. At such an extremely urgent moment, the Lord
Jesus suddenly stopped. Not only did He stop, but He also
turned His head. Not only did He turn His head, but He also
turned around. The Lord’s sudden movement made a huge
fluctuation in the crowd. The people from behind stumbled on
the people in front because they had no time to stop them-
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selves. The people in front seemed to be turning around with-
out knowing what had happened. When rushing forward, peo-
ple heard Jesus asking, “Who touched my garments?” They
were all stunned and puzzled. This was like a speeding ambu-
lance that suddenly stops after running through a few red
lights, and the medical staff in the ambulance get out of the
vehicle and start to talk to a passerby. What was Jesus’ order
of priority? Wasn’t Jairus’ daughter more important?

In such noisy chaos, there was a woman coming and trem-
bling and falling down before Jesus because she had moved
close to Him in the crowd and touched His garments amidst
the crowding and pushing. In this crowd of thousands of peo-
ple, only the Lord Jesus and this woman knew that an amazing
thing had just happened! It was not her who made Jesus stop,
but Jesus Himself. It was not her making Jesus turn around,
but Jesus Himself. Obviously, Jesus made the need of this un-
named woman with a discharge of blood His priority before
Jairus’ need. Jesus would rather put other urgent matters
aside and deal with this important thing first!

When this woman saw that she was not hidden, she came
trembling and fell down before Jesus. Why did Jesus ask her
to stand out and bear witness in public after she declared eve-
rything she had done? He did this for four purposes:

The First Purpose: Jesus rewarded her faith.

At that time, there were many people who brought their
personal needs and problems to Jesus but did not necessarily
get what they wanted. However, this woman without a name
was healed immediately. What was her secret? The answer is
her “faith” in Jesus.

“Faith” is the key to releasing God’s power! Jesus once
said, “If you believed, you would see the glory of God.” God’s
power is unlimited! Jesus also said, “If you have faith like a
grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move
from here to there,” and it will move, and nothing will be im-
possible for you.” Anyone who comes to Jesus by faith can
fully receive His grace and enjoy the vitality He gives!

Today, there are many Christians having such faith who
have experienced Jesus’s grace and power. They may be si-
lent, but only Jesus knows who they are. Jesus knows and re-
wards people who have faith in Him! Therefore, | encourage
you to imitate the faith of the woman with a discharge of
blood and bravely come to Jesus and pray to Him. Jesus
knows, whether you pray in the light or in the dark. Do not be
like the crowd who surrounded Jesus and touched Him but
were not healed or changed. | also encourage you to practice
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praying, starting from little things. Your faith will gradually
grow after you experience God.

The Second Purpose: Jesus invited her to get back to the
community.

Jesus asked the woman to bear witness in public and tell
how she was healed. This showed the crowd that she had al-
ready been made well and clean, and she could go to the holy
Temple to worship God and reconnect with Him. People could
get close to her, and she could be accepted by the community
again.

In the past, the woman could not worship God in the holy
Temple because of her disease. Now, Jesus made everyone
know that she was healed! The uncleanness of the woman did
not affect Jesus’ power. On the contrary, the healing power of
Jesus entered the woman through her faithful touch and
healed the source of her uncleanness. After that, she could
participate in worship in the holy Temple.

In the past, the woman had been rejected by the commu-
nity because of her disease and lived a marginalized life. Now,
Jesus clearly showed the crowd that they should welcome her
back to the community. Jesus had stopped for her and made
her stand out in order to make her go back to the community
— not only back to the families of her relatives, but also back
to the family of God to become a member of the body of
Christ.

Jesus not only had the power to heal her body but also
had a compassionate heart to heal her whole body and make
her reconcile with God and others.

The Third Purpose: Jesus really cares and expresses ac-
ceptance without barriers.

It took no more than ten minutes for Jesus to stop and talk
to that woman. But this short ten minutes felt like a lifetime to
Jairus, one of the rulers of the synagogue. Why did Jesus delay
in such an urgent situation? What was more important than
saving his daughter’s life? What kind of woman is this? Why
was she so unaware of the situation? Why did she attract Je-
sus’ attention at this moment, not sooner or later? What a
shame!

Why did Jesus stop and spend ten minutes to talk to this
woman? What would Jesus say to her? Even though the con-
tent of their talking was not written in the Bible, we know that
Jesus had expressed sincere care because He stopped, put
down other urgent things, looked at her intently, and talked to
her softly. Jesus spent time to show her His acceptance. We do
not even know this woman’s name today. But it does not
matter if we know her name or not. It even does not matter if

6 B3 | —R=—F=A
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she still lived alone when returning home and if she still had
no friends. Because the most important thing is that she
knew all her life that the Lord Jesus has accepted her. The
peace of her life was concentrated in the ten minutes of face
-to-face with the Lord because she could no longer be sepa-
rated from Him.

You see that Jesus called her “daughter”! At the time
Jesus lived, “daughter” usually referred to a blood relation-
ship, or was used on a much younger girl. It seems inappro-
priate for Jesus to call this woman “daughter,” as the woman
might be even older than He was. However, if you pay atten-
tion to Luke’s description, you will notice that Luke first de-
scribed Jairus’ daughter as a twelve-year-old girl who was the
only child, so you will understand how precious this little
daughter was to her father. Therefore, you will understand
how precious this nameless woman with a discharge of blood

II'

was to Jesus when He called her “daughter”!

After that, Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has
saved you,” not “You have been healed.” Save/Be saved
means “being saved from sins” (Matthew 1:21). Jesus has not
only healed her, but also saved her from her sins. Because
she had been bound by bitterness and grudges for many
years, this woman might resent her relatives for repelling
her, the doctors for deceiving her, or even God for making
her not able to be healed. However, in that precious ten
minutes, Jesus made her understand that “I know you have
been bound by the sins of having bitterness and grudges, but
| healed you because of your faith in me, saved you from the
sins, and made you stop being a slave to the sins. | have for-
given your sins, so you must forgive the sins of others. In this
way, there is no longer a barrier between you and me. You
can go back in peace!”

The true peace is that people and the Lord have no bar-
rier caused by sin, and people and people have no barrier
caused by anger.

There are 10 years between the ages of my oldest child
and my youngest child. Since childhood, the two had been in
a good relationship until the time when my youngest child
was a freshman in high school. Once, my wife and | were out
of town for training. The next morning, we received a call
because the two had quarreled. What had happened was
that my youngest child asked my oldest child to drive him to
school because he had missed the school bus, but my oldest
child refused to do that because my wife and | had always
made the younger one walk to school if he missed the bus.
They had had a serious conflict and stopped communicating
with each other until my youngest went to college and be-
came more mature. The year before last, my youngest child

7
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took the initiative to hug my oldest child when he came back
home, which made me very touched. Last Christmas, | told my
children that the thing that makes me happiest is seeing all of
them love each other. During Christmas time, | was touched
by seeing my oldest child, my youngest child, and their loved
ones playing CATAN and Rummikub games together. Thank
God there is no longer a barrier between them because of
anger after the conflict between them finally was resolved
and the heart knot was untied. My desire as a father is that
my children love each other. In the same way, my desire as a
pastor is to see all the brothers and sisters in our church ac-
cept and love each other.

The fourth purpose: Both are injured persons.

Many Bible scholars have carefully studied the compari-
son between the two women in this passage, but few have
noticed the comparison between the two women and Jesus.
In fact, these two women were injured persons, as Jesus is.
Because of the leakage of her blood, the woman with a dis-
charge fell into the predicament of weakness, poverty, help-
lessness, low esteem, shame, isolation, and loneliness. Be-
cause of the leakage of her life, Jairus’ daughter was dying
and gradually losing her breath. However, how did Jesus save
them from their leakages?

Jesus has accomplished salvation because of the leakage
of His blood. The woman’s blood leakage mentioned in Luke
chapter 8 indicates the cross of the Lord Jesus. In Luke 22:20,
after they had eaten, Jesus took a cup, saying, “This cup that
is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.” The
Lord’s blood is poured out, as blood is leaking out. Blood rep-
resents life. If life leaks, the breath of life will gradually be
lost, and eventually lead to death!

The Lord Jesus bled on the cross until He died. The cross
was the most humiliating and disgusting signh to Romans.
Those who were nailed to the cross were those who were re-
jected by society, just as the woman with a discharge of blood
was rejected by society. The people on the cross were all dy-
ing in the end, just like Jairus’ daughter. It turns out that the
Lord Jesus came to the world not only to perform miracles,
but also to save the sinners who are crushed by sin. His way of
salvation was to pour His blood out!

Dear brothers and sisters, the Lord Jesus is not going to
make others bleed, but let His own blood be poured out. The
Lord Jesus actually was on the cross to replace the woman
with a discharge of blood, bleeding over there drop by drop,
falling into the predicament of weakness, poverty, helpless-
ness, low esteem, shame, isolation, and loneliness, until His
life was gone. He bled on the cross, not because He sinned,
but to bear our sins for us sinners. His blood was poured out

8 B | R —F =)
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so that sinners could be forgiven for their sins. This is the
meaning of salvation. Through His blood, Jesus saved the
woman with a discharge of blood, healed her, forgave her
sins, made her reconcile with God and people, and made her
get true peace.

Is it fair for Jesus to bleed? Of course, it is not! However,
Jesus bled and suffered on the cross to heal the woman with
a discharge of blood. This is the love of God! This is the
meaning of the cross!

Jesus has set an example for us and called each of us: “If
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take
up his cross daily and follow me!” To put it simply, self-denial
is to be willing to bleed, willing to lay down oneself for love,
willing to be humble, willing to be humiliated, willing to be
helpless, and willing to stop accusing others.

Dear brothers and sisters, we are all injured people dur-
ing this period. We are not only scared by the effects of the
new coronavirus, but also torn by the politicians. Even our
church is hurt. Many people have been unable to sleep
peacefully for a long time. | have also had difficulty falling
asleep for a long time, and my heart is hurting. We are all
like the woman with a discharge of blood. Our life is leak-
ing. Our love is leaking. Our patience is leaking. Our gentle-
ness is leaking. Our goodness is leaking. Our self-control is
leaking. We all need to repent and confess our sins before
the Lord and pray that the Lord’s blood on the cross will for-
give our sins and heal our leakage.

Let us all imitate the woman with a discharge of blood to
touch the Lord with our faith and ask for His healing and sal-
vation. Let us all implore the Lord to bring us, people with
leakage of life, back to God’s community, and gather to wor-
ship God. Let us all implore the Lord to fill our hearts with the
Lord’s precious love so we can really care for each other, ac-
cept each other, have no barrier, and bring peace. Let us all
implore the Lord to make us able to imitate Him so we would
rather have our own blood leaking than our love leaking, and
we could be willing to lay down ourselves, deny ourselves,
and “respect the Lord and love the church.”

Yesterday, the Elders
and Deacons Board of
our church decided

%Z::j:f& that the pastors would
KR R - start a series of fasting
P prayer meetings and

invite brothers and
sisters to participate to
repent for our church’s
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leakage, to fast and pray and ask the Lord to listen to our
prayers, heal His church, save us, and give us peace.

Finally, I would like to use a metaphor of a heavenly shop
to encourage you all:

There is a Christian who is disappointed with many people
and things around him, even reaching a melancholy situation.
He longs for a beautiful and peaceful world, and he himself is
willing to be a good person. However, the news he hears every
day is always far from ideal.

One day, he walks into a shop. The man behind the coun-
ter looks very familiar. He musters the courage to walk for-
ward and ask, “Are you Jesus?” “l am.” “What are you doing
here?” “This is my shop. You are welcome to look around. If
there are some things you want, you can write them down on
the list. | will give them to you when you return to me.”

Therefore, this man starts to look around in the shop. Here
displays “Peace in the World,” and there displays “No More
Wars.” Here at the corner the shop sells “No More Famine,”
and next to that sells “No More Poverty.” Turning around, the
man sees “Harmonious Family” listed under the bottom shelf,
“No More Hatred” listed on the middle shelf, and “Stateless
World” listed on the top shelf. There are so many other things.
They are all what he has been looking for many years. He can-
not wait to write down what he wants to buy. When returning
to the counter, he gives Jesus a long list. Jesus looks at the list
and says with a smile, “No problem!” He turns around, works
busily with the list, and puts several small bags on the counter.
“What are they?” The man asks in confusion. “They are what
you want to buy,” Jesus answers. “But what | want are those
large boxes!” the man points. Before the man finishing speak-
ing, Jesus explains with a smile, “Please look. There are the
seeds of what you want in these small bags.”

“But what | want are the finished products!” the man
screams anxiously. Jesus answers gently, “My shop is named
Heaven. You can see what the finished products in heaven look
like. If you like, | will give you the seeds. After bringing them
home, you need to water them on time, fertilize them, and let
them grow up. One day, you will see them blossom and bear
fruit. That is exactly what you want. Many people will be
blessed because of that.”
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Let us gather and sing the response song “The
Prayer of St. Francis”:

“The Lord! Make me your son of peace;
Sow love where the hatred is;

Sow forgiveness where the hurt is;

Sow faith where the doubt is;

Sow hope where the despair is;

Sow light, where the dark is;

The Lord! Make me ask less for myself;

Ask less for love, but for giving love wholeheart-
edly;

Ask less for comfort, but for comforting others;

Ask less for being known, but for knowing more
about others;

Because we gain when we give;

We are forgiven when we forgive;

Prayer of St. Fransis
Lmd,mkemp.uninstrumzntofgmupeaw
Where there is hotred, let me sow love; "
where there is injury,pardon; #

where there is doubt, foith; I

where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;

ond where there is sodness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I moy not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;

to be understood as to understand;

to be loved s to love. =

For it is in giving thot we receive; .

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

ond it is in dying that we are botn to eternal (ife. (men
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—ZR=Z—F—}J January 2021
BE 0T H AR, Dear mission partners,
2020 B ts - ¥ > APRE - wem A The last week of 2020 was as busy as ever. Even

Rk oo F L EREFSE T PR ITE though the pandemic in the UK continued to get worse, alll
B ACE ﬁé?m 7 RFEF o A BT A %3‘335& physical gatherings for New Year celebration had been

ey %; R § 3SR e banned, but it did not cause any problems for our Year-
[RE =] LT A oE o BY T ’ . . .
r FrEd ¥ oo kA End Online Mandarin Student Camp. Give thanks to the

kb , 12 1 ,ﬂz E] — ¥ > . .
BE BT AT A #E F- % Lord for the opportunity to meet many new and old friends
s ’ﬁ iy n-\ﬂ kL ’&_35 W’ff’?‘i"% MEE AL E at the camp. Some of them were currently in the UK and

w

Europe for study or work, some used to be students in the

Rn

_“_
E R UK, and had graduated and moved back home or to other
Y parts of the world. There were also old friends from North

America who had been serving with us at our Year-End

camps for many years. | thoroughly enjoyed our time chat-
SN - & ?f%%_—» —fvg‘;{ﬂ‘_ﬁqp_ﬁ‘-;}é °

#< 3 B3 “hang out” B R S S
ﬁ EE‘;'F'& o j\. ﬁxi/ﬁkmmﬁlrﬁq ,Tj'q.\’f[”‘*\. M.r
TenA - 2 BT - L HESBERPHYT > %

ting, eating, praying and worshipping together via Zoom.

| love the English phrase “hang out’; to me it means

to spend time with people. My favorite family activity is just
to hang out with my loved ones, especially during the holi-

FHEERYIIRE > AP L AL RO F P days. When our kids come home from university, we like to
RPEEFL L KA R E R EH ] E (e sit on the living room sofa to chat about “random stuff,” as
WP 43 eh BACABRTE ) o K P2 ehE the kids would say, from current events happening in the

Er RIS REY S FEATES 5 FrR R world to funny mishaps that happened in their dorms, from
L our childhood memories in the past to their career aspira-
B P RS T LR RF . P e
tions for the future. We can talk until late at night, then
continue to hang out after we
wake up the next morning.

Before we start to get busy again
ﬁ%%%am "hang
out” Bk o AgpEA #rE
e, o EAPRERTT
F % & itk o AT op R
Gl BB E KT
moan o A - A2FrX o

in the New Year, my biggest wish
is to have this kind of “hang out”
relationship with God, to chat with
Him freely at any time. | believe
that God is pleased when we are
willing to remove unnecessary
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makeup and let our guard down to talk to Him.

My other wish in the New Year is to be able to follow a
Bible reading plan to read through the Bible with brothers
and sisters. | was really happy to see that our
"Reading Sheep" selected the Bible in One
Year 2021 plan on the YouVersion app for us
to join. | echo with these words on her invita-
tion, "Even if you only did it for one day, that

[=]
=

\ on YouVersion in the past year, we failed to

day would not be in vain; let us encourage
each other, we can keep going further togeth-

er.

I must confess that, among the various Bible
reading plans my family had signed up to do

complete the daily reading on time, and even
abandoned the whole thing on more than a few occasions.
But the important thing is not that we have done our Bible
reading on time every day, nor that we have completed the
entire reading plan. It is that through the Bible reading app,
we get to share spiritual insights, chat with God and peo-
ple, and hang out.

"Instead, they find joy in obeying the Law of
the Lord, and they study it day and night.
" (Psalm 1:2 GNT)

May God help us to continue the hard work and take
every day as a new beginning on the road of the spiritual

growth.
A EEZSRME T8
& T AL AT Serving together in Christ
haghEE Rev Henry Lu
General Director
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Dear friends,

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! In the midst of a heavy and chaotic year, ministry continues
in Georgia as staff and volunteers follow Jesus' call to serve and reach college students and faculty.

At the University of Georgia in Athens, Clement Lin shares:

"My leaders at UGA have been a continued source of encouragement and hope. This past week,
during our Christmas party, they led every part of the event. They invited friends, planned games,
emceed the evening, and shared their testimony and even extended an invitation to follow Jesus!
The response was strong, and we're praying for two students who expressed their interest in
exploring more. I'm so thankful for their faithfulness in this tumultuous season."

| praise God because we have been able to partner with churches and local leaders to begin
reaching six new campuses in Georgia! Some of these campuses include the University of West
Georgia, Savannah College of Art and Design (Savannah campus), University of North Georgia, and
Berry College. Thank you for your prayers and your support, | am always uplifted by your gifts and
messages of encouragement.

With gratefulness,
Crystal Hsu
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PRAYER REQUESTS

* It is a challenge to reach out to and meet new students virtually, please pray for God
to give us creativity and endurance.

a AN

’ * Pray for continued vision and motivation for staff and students to do good work in e A
5 the Spring semester. o
=
A &
= * Please pray for Kennesaw State University, where a student will be leading a new =

small group for Black students! . y

KD

oo * Help us ask God for open doors to meet ministry partners who support this work! x
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CAMPUS UPDATES

Clement Lin
Campus Staff Minister,
Regional Coordinator of Asian American Ministries

*
|

University of Georgia Asian American InterVarsity has '
been growing! Student leaders are a bright spot, taking - 3 =
initiative and planning events to reach new students on /4 |

campus. 7 4 , _ f

During a prayer outreach at the Atlanta University Center,
a Morehouse College student who is skeptical about
Christianity participated in the outreach. For the first time,

he prayed together with other students for his brother! Morgan Burge
Associate Area Director of Georgia
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FAMILY UPDATE

It is a unique time to be taking a sabbatical. This is not the environment | expected to be in, but | am
enjoying the time | have to catch up with friends, spend time with family, retreat and establish prayer
rhythms, read, and receive counseling. In February, | will be taking a workshop with the Allender
Center with the Seattle School of Theology & Psychology on Racial Trauma and Healing. | am looking
forward to bringing all that I learn and experience in this season into my ministry.

Jacob is in kindergarten and is currently learning to read. Daniel and | are amazed at how much he
has learned in just one semester! Leona is turning 2 in January, and she bring us so much joy. She
loves to sing, dance, and play outside with Jacob. She loves her big brother and wants to do
everything he is doing. We are so incredibly grateful that they have each other!

Help support the ministry!

There are many needs in our area as ministry continues.
| am working to raise $77,000 this year, and | have raised
$61,000. Please consider helping the ministry grow by
giving here!

Our mailing address is:
Crystal Fang Hsu

4035 Royal Pennon Court
Peachtree Corners, GA 30092
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We Love Having
You on our Team!

You're not alone if the events of the past year have left you deeply unsettled. The students we serve
are especially feeling the effects of all that has transpired these past months. For one thing, their
Spring Break has been taken away and they got a late start for the semester. We just had our first
meeting for the semester last week with students from Ringling College of Art and Design, New
College, University of South Florida Sarasota, and State College of Florida, and it was a
much-needed time of refreshing Bible study and encouraging fellowship.

Maria, one of our Latino
students from New College,
is living in Miami and taking
all of her classes online this
semester due to the campus
continuing to be in lockdown
mode. Over the holidays,
she was experiencing
depression and anxiety and
feeling isolated from her
fellow students and the
fellowship. Robynn and |
sent her (and other students) a Christmas "care package" filled with gifts, a book on living out God's
mission in the world, a coffeeshop gift card, and an encouraging card. She responded:

"Thank you for the lovely Christmas package. It was such a sweet surprise! Thank
you for your kind gesture and words of affirmation—I didn't know how much | needed
that! | have so much love for you and your family and for your ministry to the
students. Thank you so much!"

This semester, Maria is a student leader and we meet with her and the other student leaders
bi-weekly: on Tuesday evenings for leadership training and accountability, and then on Friday nights
for our weekly Bible study with all the students (we're currently looking at the life of Jesus in the
Gospel of Mark). Since we've started meeting again, Maria is feeling closer to the Lord, and she's
expressed her excitement over getting involved in evangelistic outreaches and discipleship this
semester! Please pray for Maria and our other student leaders as they seek the Lord to reach their
fellow students with the truth of God's Word—delivering students from darkness to light, from error to
truth, from bondage to freedom, and from death to life!
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We Love Having You On Our Team!

It's because of your prayers and financial support that we are able
to minister to students like Maria and give much-needed love and
hope to those who are struggling. At the end of 2020, among the

many Christmas cards and notes of encouragement, we received
a substantial outpouring of financial support, and we were so

blessed! It is now our joy to put those gifts to work for kingdom
purposes.

Those year-end gifts, combined
with what we pray to receive
this month and in the months to
come, will be used to bring
biblical truth and God's love to
many students in need, even
those living in other parts of the
country and other parts of the
world! All of this will happen
only by the Lord's enabling,
and by His provision through
friends and family like you. We
love our team of prayer and
financial partners, and it is such
a joy to serve with you!

All our love,
Jonathan, Robynn, Jadynn, Jonathan, Jr., and Evangelynn Rose Bachman

Consider Joining Us!

We serve as full-time ministers to thousands of
students in an area with no other organizational
ministry. However, we do not receive a paid salary.
You can help us to be fully funded! As we begin a
new semester, we are praying for God to raise up a Global Service Network
team of faithful partners to stand with us. We rely PO Box 1809

solely on donations and financial gifts from

supporters like YOU to provide for our family and the Acr, hLee 2002
ministry.

Our mailing address is:

Your tax-deductible gift TODAY will help us bring
God's Word to college students in need of hope and
healing during an uncertain season.
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It's officially been over one year since we've been displaced
from our home in China. We left with two suitcases, thinking
we would return after two weeks of conferences and one week
of vacation.

We had no idea we would end up in Alabama waiting out a
global pandemic. Yet we still trust that God is sovereign. He
has abundantly provided all that we need through many
faithful supporters like you, through friends, family, and even
through random people we've met down here at church and at
neighborhood garage sales.

Perhaps the biggest blessing that was not yet in our plan was
the birth of our third child! The miracle of birth, all the way from
one cell to a little newborn, continues to amaze us. It has been
really sweet to see our other kids loving on baby. Breanna will
immediately run over when baby cries to try console her. Big

brother and sister also like to give her a kiss on the head Name: Sabrina Pang

before they go to sleep. We pray all five of us will remain in his Chinese name: ZFik Peng(2) Zi(3) Xin(1)

love and bear much fruit for His Kingdom (John 15). Birthday: 2021/01/13 @ 12:38pm CT
Weight: 6 Ibs. 80z. (2.95 kg)

Our home assignment will finish up on Feb. 10, and then we'll Height: 19 in. (48.26 cm)

join the local ministry team here while we wait to go back
overseas. For now, the main focus will be reaching out to the
international students at University of Alabama Birmingham
(UAB). We will also continue online English corner when that
resumes in March.

+ Prayer Requests:

1. Pray we can get Sabrina's passport quickly (4-6 weeks
expedited) and for favor when we apply for her Chinese
visa.

2. Praise the Lord for a safe and smooth delivery. Pray for
Abing's recovery to go well and for healthy growth for
Sabrina.

3. Pray for God to work in the hearts of international

students here in Birmingham. May they be touched by His Our address: _
great love and mercy. 1971 Aster Road Macungie, PA 18062
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Magazine co-workers

We are thankful for our magazine counselor, Mrs. Chang, for
her guidance in the past two years. She served our co-workers
with love and patience. Especially in the monthly online co-
worker meetings during the pandemic time, she listened quiet-
ly to our sweet, sour, bitter and spicy stories. She also prays for
each one of the co-workers genuinely and faithfully.

When Pastor Chang resigned on February 8, he urged us “do
not fret”. Mrs. Chang also encouraged us: “Count it all joy, my

she knows that the trials of our faith produce perseverance. Let
the perseverance finish its work so that we may be mature and
complete, according to the promise of God.

May God test us and purify us as in a refiner’s fire to be
humbled, gentle, peaceful, and patient, building a golden char-
acter like our Lord’s. Let’s wait in hope for the Righteous One,
return to the Lord of Grace, forgive each other, accept each
other, and live out the unselfish love of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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brothers /sisters, when you meet trials of various kinds.” For
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It was like a weight dropped
When | first lost that pen
But | was to move on
Past that loss

I missed the clickity-clack you made
As the beautiful purple ink
Would come out

When | got nervous
I would
Fiddle with you in my hand
But now
You are simply gone

You were
Worth a good 65 ASL tickets to me
Yet
I do not count it in vain

On the day
When | forgot you were here
| panicked
But | am calm now
For I believe
You may be in better hands.

Yet today
I saw a brother of yours
Like you
Could’ve been with me
It was snatched away by someone
The instant | saw it
Iletgo
Once more

And now
I think about you as | write
Sadly
| can’t remember
Eight moments with you

For I lost you

The one day
I got you.
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For | Lost You
the One Day

by Daniel Wang
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From Daniel's mom:

Daniel lost his daddy at the age of 9.
From then on, accepting the loss has
become one of the most important
lessons he learned in his childhood.
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Persevere and Thrive
through 2021

By Shirley Ding

The year 2020 was unprecedented for us all,
with so many historic events happening within one
year: pandemic, election, elders departing.... As we
entered 2021, we thought we could leave all of the
mess behind. Yet we found out that not only have we
sustained aftershocks of these events, but things are
not slowing down; instead, they are moving toward a
climax. From the Capitol Hill incident to mass censor-
ship by Big Tech, this country is so divided that peo-
ple are pointing fingers at each other and accusing
the other side. Daily life is like riding a roller coaster
without knowing what to expect.

As a believer, | know that this world is under Sa-
tan's influence. However, | have never felt nor experi-
enced so intensely the reality that the world we are
living is actually swayed by Satan. Look around at our
country, our society, and even our church: don't you
see the similarities? A couple of Bible verses pop into
my mind: "Nation will rise against nation, and king-
dom against kingdom... many will betray and hate
each other" (Mat. 24:7,10). Over the years, | have
read these verses many times, but not until today did
| start to understand their true meaning.

Jesus taught His disciples 2,000 years ago about
the signs of the end times. We are experiencing these
signs at the present time. Jesus also predicted that

48

many false prophets would appear and deceive peo-
ple, many would turn away from faith, and the love
of most would grow cold because of increasing wick-
edness. Aren't they true? Then how should we live?
In hopelessness and despair? Fortunately, Jesus
promises that the one who stands firm to the end will
be saved. What a reassuring comfort!

The night before His crucifixion, Jesus reassured
His disciples that "in this world you will have trouble,
but take heart! | have overcome the world" (John
16:33). Indeed, after His crucifixion, God raised Him
from death. The Holy Spirit comes down to be with us
and helps us pray and understand God's will. Follow-
ing Jesus does not always mean we have a rosy road
to walk. Instead, we have to carry our own crosses,
meaning that sometimes we must face persecution
because people do not understand us.

Facing our country’s as well as our church’s big-
gest crisis in my lifetime, | pray that our congregation
will stay firm in God’s Word and help our leaders fo-
cus on God and only God, that God will turn this crisis
into an opportunity for us to grow in Christ, and that
we will persevere and thrive through this trial. Amen!

Jan. 13, 2021

Youth Prayer meeting
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WHY NOT US?

WHY NOT NOW?

OUR FAMILY’S COVID-19 JOURNEY

By Lina Jing

COVID-19, this tiny virus, has turned the
whole world upside down, including our fam-
ily lives ever since the shelter-in-home policy
began last March. We appeared to live
peace” with the virus until it really hit us to-
tally out of the blue at the beginning of De-
cember. We then embarked on an unforget-
table journey of faith as we battled with the

“r

n

virus.

One early morning, | got a short text message
from a carpool mom for JolJo’s dance class. “I
was tested positive.” My brain and heart
froze. | then spent the whole morning delv-
ing into the school’s COVID-19 protocols in
detail, reporting to different administrators,
and notifying those with whom we had hung
out in the last few days. Some of them are our
all-time prayer warriors, and they started lift-
ing us up in their supplications.
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That same afternoon, JoJo and | experienced
our first PCR test at a North Point site. It was a
very wintry day, yet our hearts were warmed
by the many volunteers faithfully holding
down the fort, despite the gusty wind and
freezing temperature. One young lady went
out of her way, running back and forth, to add
my test right on the spot (my brain
was drained and | had signed up
online only for JoJo.)

The waiting for testing results, honestly, did
trigger anxiety, especially knowing JoJo’s win-
ter ballet recital was in two weeks and she
had practiced for months. God apparently saw
our struggle and guided JoJo’s ballet school to
organize an on-site rapid test for all staff and
students that Friday afternoon. We felt
like we had hit a wall when JoJo’s results from
both tests came back positive even though
she was completely asymptomatic.

We all know how sometimes we are lured to
fulfill our own desires on our own timetable. |,
the helicopter mom, signed our families up for
another rapid test the following Monday
morning, praying that JoJo could be cleared
with a negative result, “just in time” to rejoin
the rehearsal. God did not answer that pray-
er. In addition, | myself turned positive.

This time, JoJo finally burst into tears as she
lost her final hope for the recital.
“Why, Mommy? Why us? Why now? Couldn’t
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this all happen weeks before or later?”
she asked in distress. As | looked at my heart-
broken girl, God put in my mind one BSF
(Bible Study Fellowship) co-worker’s testimo-
ny. That dear sister in Christ had recently
kicked off her battle with her second episode
of a rare form of colon cancer. She continually
served whenever she was physically capable
and told whoever God sent her way (even
those at the infusion center) about how Jesus
loved her all the time. Instead of asking God
“Why me? Why now?” she began exploring
“Why not me? Why not now?”

After JoJo calmed down a little, we switched
gears to count the blessings we’d experi-

A Life in Christ

how this time last year she had also missed
the winter recital when she chose to
join a mission trip. Thank God for removing
the blindfolds covering the eyes of our
hearts and guiding us to turn to Jesus and see
what He had done for us in our times of tri-
als.

Fast forward to early January. Our families
weathered this journey, all by God’s grace and
mercy. JoJo got cleared in week three. Jeffrey
and Janelle stayed negative all the way
through. Kai quickly recovered from fever in
two days. And | survived, despite my underly-
ing conditions, with some manageable after-
math symptoms.

enced so far. JoJo herself even recollected

Looking back, we could not help giving praise and thanks to God for His precious
teaching to us — Why not us? Why not now?

What are true blessings?

As portrayed in the song “Blessings” (by Laura Story), we naturally pray for
“blessings, peace, healing, prosperity, comfort for family, protection while we sleep and His
mighty hands to ease our sufferings.” It’s just as the way we love to embrace sunshiny days
yet shy away from stormy ones. But “what if God’s blessings come through raindrops and
His healing comes through tears?” Would we count those as our blessings when we lose
what/whom we treasure? As | am yearning for His “blessings,” am | actually treating Him as
my “vending machine”?

What if God does not fix the problem at our timing?

Though we sometimes “accept” our sufferings, we always pray for speedy and full release
from them. Everything should go back to “normal” ASAP. “How much longer?” The
kids kept uttering this question after we had been strictly isolated for one whole
month from the outside world, especially when they so looked forward to the youth
group’s New Year bonfire and movie night. We ended up choosing to wait for a second
round of negative results just to be safe. Going before God’s timing would not yield peace in
our hearts and would put other families in danger. In the end, right before all three
kids were due to go back to school for the new semester, they were all cleared. So, will we
continue to praise and thank God when He shows us yellow or red lights? Can we still wor-
ship and serve Him while we patiently wait for His perfect timing?

50 AL
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Whom do we pray for during our own sufferings?

Inevitably, it would be “me, me, me.” Through one ER trip, God put right in front of my eyes
the frontline medical service workers. | felt so guilty walking into the hospital, knowing
| was putting the doctors and nurses into more danger. However, throughout the four-hour
stay at Emory Johns Creek ER, | witnessed the wholehearted and sacrificial service by every
doctor and nurse. One nurse even knelt down on his knees by my side so that it might be easi-
er for enough blood to flow out from my deep artery for the accurate blood oxygen test.
What a wake-up call for me! When had | ever prayed for them — who risked their lives mo-
ment by moment to save others? What about other patients who were going through much
severe, life-threatening symptoms? How naturally we laser-focus on ourselves when we go
through tough times.

What is God chiseling off of us?

By all means, God showed us who controls tomorrow. He does! Why do we have to reach the
end of our rope and only then realize who is THE Lord over our lives? When we appear to be
at the mercy of this invisible virus, how easily we let fear gobble down our faith in
God’s sovereignty. Admittedly, control-freak that | am, | was “forced” to learn “on the job” —
God, | surrender; my life is totally in Your hands. Also, specifically, for me,
God imposed a “pause” on my “Martha mode.” | had to let go all the holiday hustle and bus-
tle and learn to come before Jesus’ feet. | confessed that I'd been giving Him my leftover time
to fellowship with Him with my crazy daily schedule. New year, new me — | shall offer my first-
fruits time, the morning time, to devote myself to His Word to set my day on the right track.

How can we give back?

Before we knew it, one after another, families around us were found to be exposed to this
virus. Having been there and done that, we could comfort and help them as we shared with
them what we’d gone through and what resources they could tap into. Above all,
they didn’t have to be afraid, as God has got it!

Last but not least, in addition to all these blessings “in disguise” that we have discovered
along the way, we are most grateful for all the abundant love God has showered upon
us through many loving church families — through their fervent pleas in prayers, delicious
meals and snacks, nutritious groceries, heartwarming cards and gifts — more than we could
fathom. What a blessing to be part of this close-knit covenant family, as He is the source of
such unfailing love!

We finally bid our farewell to the unprecedented year 2020 — with such priceless memories
that God has written on our hearts! Though the “sight” at the beginning of the new year was
quite chaotic in our eyes, God has equipped us through this special journey, so we shall walk
by faith to embrace 2021, no matter what He has laid or permitted ahead of us!

“Trust and obey, there is no other way.”

Words of Blessing | March 2021 51
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Dear Pastors and Elders,

Last Friday | had Covid19 test after 2 day's low
fever and some other symptoms. Today | got a
positive test result. | am feeling fine, no fever ex-
cept for the past 2 days in last week. But | still have
experienced a cough and tiredness. | thought that
my recent tiredness was caused by the intensive
meetings and talking to fellowship groups and
brothers and sisters on the recent church issues.
Apparently, they were not the only reasons.

My family members all had the mild symptoms
except for Jeremy so far. | believe that they all
have got the virus. Although we are feeling OK, we
are not out of the tunnel yet. | think it would be
better for me to take a rest for the next few days.
So | will not be available for any church event this
week and maybe next week.

| feel so sorry that | can't be with you guys right
now at our church's critical moment. But | will pray
for our church and all of you. Please also pray for
me, Lily, Jeremy and my sister in-law who are tem-
porarily staying with us. At this moment we don't
need anything else. Lily is still cooking very yummy
food for us. She is a tough lady and only has felt
some sore throat.

Please don't spread the news to the church at this
moment, not because we don't need brothers and
sisters’ prayers, but | don't want to take brothers
and sisters' attention away from the current critical
issues of our church.

| am going to bed now. May God be with ACCCN.
May God be with you all. Our wound will eventually
be healed by the Lord's mercy.

Your Brother,

Jing
ETHENRKRSREARX, HFEAR. 12815
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EELLEL 7

56

The Testimony of Praise

12/18/2020

g 50 IR E R AFRAVAE, (RIIRIHE SN
SHENXOEBEEERNC. BBRAZBERRIUL
k¥, WEEALIREEFHER, K. T
ReERERRE, RERKS. 24 LRBRREGTLL
BRI, AR o R EERER, BaEgiE, 5O
A, BESTR. REBT/LRNZEEER
T. REEMAREECLER, EELXLE
R, BIRBHAR, BHBEHES, RERK!
18HT4, FZET Emory Johns Creek [EREHIRAE
=, AFREEEERANERN. TEBHE
EARTESF IS A BRI 2B A KIERE,

12/19/2020
18: (FESTEHIE—ZEIEMA?
B HLHZB/EZH, EAISE. JEH
PEFHEEC, J3EETFHIGEAIRNEFEF
Eg--o
BEEEHPESE M, ERESIANERE
B, XEXEXEHEKR, FABRNXELNENS
7, MmkAKSERENTEERLENNENSE
YIa9iEIE. Amazing.

MR TFLTER BT —EBKER, O, FbEb
HIRBREAE. fHBER/ERK, BMNIZERIE
wB. MREFETEES RN, BMRBATA.
EELTHRNER, LeANHRNREEIERK
A, el B,



The Testimony of Praise

BEEBRIBLKE—R, REXHS, 0K
BRESL., SHRMNESPEER, (HAARZEIHRM
BRNNER, BRRBEGHERT REE
B, BREFSREBEERMERN, BRBEWEF
=,

Jeremy MEXZZFEMINRS, BEAZMRIE.
b2 —MECEFWEE/ VO BRI FEREA, R
ERTFM. FERFRRSBITERITE—T, 3
METERER, BRARGLEAFA—KRE
5. BUUEHFBERONE. BEAILERS, X
R IIFA!

208, mEHeNFTERIRSHE, WIRERRk
g, XELAERIFEHTNE. HNMEXKEEA
B, eEBRR EFEE, B RRER T N
BENOE, HRATEREEFIIGTIHRAIT
E£RE, REFFIRIFEE.

12/20/2020

BRSNS TIERAUCEs. SRR, 25
Ry, “fEFERABERIFAERLHFKAIBE, Ht
RURARZKITKE. "

TRFRIUIR S HE T, Flleremy—iF, FRZE
B, XRSRALEREIINMM. RNEIRS
2R, ReeBiiTEEY, il FERAIATEEN
EH. XitFEER+/\H LK EFA William
CowperFfE—EXiF "GOD MOVES IN A
MYSTERIOUS WAY” ( “# A9 & B§ 58 7 ¥
o)

PRI B AR,  BEAT AP

M HERERRES, XBR RN, ..

BEHEMEEARIR, ERUMHIER;

Wt B RS, AMEHEMKRA.
SR, HRItHTFS T, AEEaRanE

Words of Blessing | March 2021

57

RETIEA. ERISKXEL, EXNREAR.
BRREERY, BERREREEZT. BEHS

SR TIBIR IR TS, TAAEBLTA]
EEARY). RMINEZILI(NRER D, BFT
EAEEERERARARERE. BIFARYLL
NYEE. HITEREEWHEN, BfrER
HRRKITRKE!

HHIP NARRESAFEF SR, BRIEMRFE
RSB B AEES. EAERNERRR
IBRABABRINEESTRG), RAFIIER
REANLLANTMSRIBENEXNEZRSIR
BN, IBAKEABAES. RESBRIKRK
FTBRIBSF/NEB A AFAHE. tERERT
MIERHEESTHK, BESARD. TRIARERS
M7, BR, EFRK. TndE, Bdix
TIRIBUIRIARRIEE, BRI AIEREY O,

M/

( (v A /

12/21/2020

BB LHEUR, W IMREK, —MEEHS
RIBSF/NE, —PMERAF TS, —HEFR
b AFAT—RES, MEIRINIIROCE—
. TEEXRZSSiIaEERR, #iEN
HSRAVEH:

BHEMRAIBIAD, MR eIBR]! AFIXA
REFFIEERAN T EBRIHCER, SLE



AR

REFEB, RREEHE, BATUE, K3
BRAE, MBI M2 FARNZER
BURIE LRI T k.
REMN=RAIERLER, FRRBEEFOL
FRIONER, BRAKITE. EFSREE
=XT7, S—REBRELA—REMLL, 5
X, BTEGLEH, HEMRENAREHA
BT, BEERHERT L, BOGRST.
ERUE, RERTSEES, BRERRLK
BK.

BREHEHR X LTI MO S 4Bk

JEEHIBERAN], ICRMRMNIZD. BRI
EEE, —EARERI!

ERTRIY, AR, HEHXIRRRS,
FHEBIEE T, FRIOPTH T RSB #iRE
RABRBXREERNER, LERERID
ZHTHRE, LARBIRIBSRIE, ILREES
R MORZIB—XBIBEGIEN, 1EHREFTK
HERATR, B—REH T HAITRIEE. HE
RS RECH RIS, NN E, HERRS,
KA E, ABEEFRM, Fopk 7 IRIAIKRI,
“EEMEREZH, BHBIK, REEHBAET
HBC, DRETHRETHNEHHRES, A
EMFeEiRK 7 H—IRFEE, FEBIEFRE
BR—IIFNE,; tRTHE, SIERXRITF, &K
RUKA—IREAREE T, XIGEERENT,
EHEH. BAHEEE, WEERREHML
MEsKE, BERMELIE, HOKREAMM
im T ((BREFEEDE) ) 2/, W, &
HOREAMRMmE!

12/24/2020
BRUBEKRMNB LT WEASCovid19 FmENS

58

The Testimony of Praise

bk, WEFRABESAETHALERR. 8K
B ENEESREER, SFAE “HRIEmEER

B, #BFRSDEKREILA. (H
27:3) B, HAREEMH, “NBSEHEER

SEEBFI%E! ”  (Let everything that has breath
praise the LORD. ) (i%150:6) [R7T MRS
FEEEIN, RAMBRERL A, MERER
XAy, RERBERIREES YA,
EEHATF, RERFAEENBRTETER,
EEZHBEENSNE, ZT7VINGRIRIRL, R
o, QEENEEMNT —HSE, HEEEAT
BRANER. RYXMAfE, WE—XiF
F—X. BSXK, BREEZEAZHXT. 824
EBELEEZI, BEKD, BHEEAFKE. E
G, BRtXRE, MiAUKEBRT.

AFANENAFCovid19 MZERME. JLKAD, i
NEETHUR, BERE. RN RBILXRES
bt HIMEAIR, ILIXURBNEATNS
RmMzRERER=IA.  "FEREAERESEE
2? WM ERMEEER. " (F31:10) Rkt
4, DTRFRABETRIZEATEA.

BB R SRIX LR RSB J— R AR OFTEERIRY
. BECRIBZD.

IBRENHSEBBFTERIB IBRIIES. 15
BREZBIARES! BBHREFREHAA, HE
HEARBESERIIXE, HORFRITHEA

MXE. «BRERSGH BHEXKEIZ M
Ml. 7 (1€/54:18)
RARBREBIRE!



The Testimony of Praise

e e e S S a S S e A o e S S A e S

| was born into a Muslim house-
hold where my parents were extremely
religious but never forced religion onto
my sister and me. There was constant
fighting, and my dad verbally abused
my mother and me so much that they
filed for divorce.

Being a child just going into mid-
dle school, the divorce was really hard
on me, and | fell into a really bad de-
pression. | self-harmed and attempted
suicide on multiple occasions for the
next three or four years. When | entered
high school, | started opening up to
one of my teachers, and he said he
wanted to try to help me through reli-
gion, him being Christian and me being
Muslim. | didn’t get better. My last sui-
cide attempt almost killed :
me, and my teacher finally
reported me to the
school. | was forced into
therapy, but | left thinking
that Allah would help me,
but every time | prayed,
everything would go
wrong.

Sophomore year, my
friends started NaCl at my
school, and | joined to
support them. It was inter-
esting to see how differ-

ent Christians and Muslims really were:
the way they prayed, the amount of
technology used, even how the Bible is
held versus how the Quran is. Some-
how, Emilie convinced me to go with
her to youth group. We made up a story
to tell my mom and went to youth
group early, so | got to hear all the
songs before worship.

When the time came, | was pre-
pared to sing along with everyone else,
but as i tried to sing, streams of tears
flowed down my face, and | ended up
bawling through all three songs. But it
wasn’t just tears; | also felt an over-
whelming sense of peace and comfort,
and that | could finally let go of every-
thlng | was holding onto. As | started to
think about it more and
more, everything else
made sense, too. | could
see that God put my
teacher into my life to in-
troduce Christianity as a
possibility, that God was
trying to show me that |
was breaking a com-
mandment praying to Al-
lah, that God saved me
from death that night so
that | could go to Him,

Sarah Dhanii
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that God was calling me this whole time
to go back to Him.

That event happened almost
three years ago. Since then, | have gone
in and out of faith numerous times,
thinking how it was easier and less
painful to not convert, but every time |
wanted to give up, God would put
someone in my life or even perform a
miracle to show me that He was still
there. God never let me go.

My faith still has a long way to go.
There is still the fear of rejection be-
cause | got baptized, of informing my
extended family that | am now Christian,
and even of trying to lead my family to
God, but | am comforted knowing that
He will be with me through these chal-
lenges.

This baptism is just the beginning
of my life with God, serving Him, prais-
ing Him and trying to lead others to
Him.

6
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Hi, everyone! My name is Sabri-
na Chua, and | am a senior at Georgia
Tech. Before Christ, | didn’t love Jesus.
Growing up, | was spoiled and felt the
need to be better than others. Although
| grew up in the church from a young
age, | did not have an understanding of
who Jesus Christ, our Savior, really is.

Reaching middle school, | did not
experience any major event, but | felt
motivated to develop a closer relation-
ship with God. | began praying each
day and reading the Bible, learning
more about the Word of God. | realized
that there was no reason to be spoiled
and look down on others. | felt convict-
ed by the Bible and wanted to live my
life like Jesus. | focused on serving and
volunteering, which continued until the
middle of high school, when my rela-
tionship with Him grew colder.

Eventually, | was faced with vari-
ous complications, and rather than
looking to Christ, | distanced myself to
run from these problems. | grew more
stubborn and threw these dark emo-
tions onto those around me. Once sen-
ior year of high school came, Christ felt

Big | ZR-_—F=J]
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far away, and | felt empty. There were days
that | could not move after waking up,
thinking the Spirit had left my body.

One day, a friend asked if | would
like to come to church with him, and | de-
cided to go. As | walked in, it was as if
Christ was welcoming me back; when | left,
| was rejuvenated. However, going home, |
was faced with a harsh lecture for coming
back late, which caused me to be confused
again. | felt wrong for going to church. My
friend asked me to come again, but | told
him it was okay. | denied God again.

A few months passed, and | met a
boy who’s Christian. In a conversation, he
shared with me a part of his testimony, de-
scribing a miracle of God, and told me dur-
ing the rough times to look to God. | was
surprised and compelled to go back to
Christ. After late nights, | realized that |
was a sinner and needed to get right with
the Lord. | prayed continuously for for-
giveness and wanted to go back to Christ.

When | went into university, my
brother had joined a church, and, by co-
incidence (God’s doing), some friends
that | met were from that church. They
all encouraged me to join, and Christ
welcomed me back into the family of

God in his mercy and grace.

Today, | no longer have these dark
emotions dwelling inside; instead, | give
myself to Christ in guiding me on the
path He sets. | joined and have been serv-
ing in my church community at universi-
ty. Through the grace of God, | was able
to meet other brothers and sisters and
develop a closer relationship with our
Lord.

Looking back, | truly appreciate the
blessings that the Lord has given me. |
share this part of my testimony to show
not only how | am not ashamed of my
pain — and you should not feel ashamed
of yours — but also how the Lord will
keep leading you back even when you de-
ny him, as he continuously led me back
to Him, for “The Lord is my shep-
herd.” (Psalm 23:1)

In that, “l give thanks to You, O Lord
my God, with my whole heart, And | will
glorify Your name forever.” (Psalm 86:12)

I e T o o S
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Prior to be-
coming a Chris-
tian, | believed in
my own
strengths and
efforts, putting
every situation
into my own
hands. Many
times, whether it
was at school or
at home, | con-
stantly felt
stressed and
anxious about
the future. More-
over, | focused mainly on immediate re-
sults, such as earning excellent grades or
scoring well in golf.

| never felt grateful for the things |
was given and chose to rely on myself. |
felt extremely disappointed when | failed
and unappreciative when | succeeded. Al-
so, | had trouble sleeping due to friend-
ship anxiety, and | was extremely sensitive
about how others perceived me. There-
fore, happiness and God’s word were out
of my reach during those blank times.

After being introduced to Christianity
and attending multiple church programs,

62

such as youth group and Bi-
ble study, | discovered God’s
powerful love and Jesus’ ulti-
mate sacrifice. Sin became a
frequently used word that |
gradually admitted and ac-
cepted. | discovered that no
one is perfect except God,
making my past worries use-
less and tiresome. Spiritual
energy filled my body as eve-
ry day became a chance to
repent and heal. | realized
that Jesus loves us all so
much that he forgives our
terrible sins. His acts of for-
giveness gave me feelings of hope
and reassurance. Furthermore, |
changed my perspective towards my
daily activities by starting to incorpo-
rate the Bible into my life.

My conversion lifted off
most of my stress and worries. Now, |
follow God’s precious word and con-
nect with Jesus, which reduces the
pain of earthly hardships. Christianity
has played a huge role in many of my
daily activities, one of which being
golf. In the summer of 2020, | compet-
ed in the U.S. Kids Golf World Teen
Championship for three rounds. Dur-
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ing the second round, | felt extremely
nervous and panicked over my
scores, while struggling to retain my
composure. However, after the round
ended, | prayed to God and asked him
for forgiveness of my unnecessary
stress. | remembered to continue
communicating with God during the
final round, which kept me composed.
Due to this experience, my relation-
ship with God strengthened as |
prayed to him amid times of hardship
and joy.

Another altered aspect of my life
is my relationship with my family. The
Bible states in Ephesians 6:1,
“Children, obey your parents in the
Lord, for this is right.” After knowing
the Bible verse, | have become more
appreciative of my parents and sister,
who unconditionally love me. With
God’s guidance, my relationship with
my family and friends is growing
stronger every day.

QPO
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Good afternoon! My name is Re-
becca Lai, and | am a junior at South
Forsyth High School. | have been at-
tending this church ever since | was a
baby, so you could say | grew up in
the church and in a Christian house-
hold.

Ever since | was little, | was
taught that Jesus died on the cross to
pay for our sins and that he was our
Savior. Back then, | thought Christi-
anity was just knowing these basic
Christian concepts, reading the Bible,
and praying. | did not know what it
truly meant to be a Christian until |
heard a sermon and the preacher said
that being a Christian is not about
what you know about God, but it is
about whether you know God. |
learned that Christianity was about
having a close and intimate relation-
ship with God.

Worship at my first Winter Re-
treat impacted my longing for God
because | could hear everyone's
voice in the room and could tell that
they deeply loved Jesus. | could feel
Jesus’ presence in the room. After

64

Winter Retreat, my relationship with
God was at a spiritual high, but as
months moved by, my spiritual high
slowly died down. | read the Bible, but
| was just reading it to check it off my
checklist. | prayed, but it was just rou-
tine prayer and had little meaning be-
hind it.

Nearing December of 2019, my
grandma was in and out of the hospi-
tal. One day, my mom was staying at
the hospital to look after her. At home,
my family and | were about to eat din-
ner when we received a call from my
mom saying that we should come to
the hospital because Grandma was
not doing so well. To this day, | still
remember walking into that hospital
room and immediately breaking
down. Grandma passed away that
day.

Afterward, | questioned God, ask-
ing why He took away my grandma. |
didn’t know why He would take away
such an amazing person. However, |
remembered something my mom said
to me when we were in that hospital
room: “Grandma doesn’t have to be
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in pain anymore.” That’s when | recognized that it was time for Grandma to
go because she had felt pain for too long. She gets to be painless in Heaven,
and my recognizing this helped me to move on and to continue seeking
Christ. As it says in Isaiah 43:2, “When you pass through the waters, | will be
with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume
you.” This is the power of the gospel, and | hope that my testimony can re-
mind others that nothing can keep them away from the love and grace of Je-
sus Christ.

| recently joined the youth servant team, and | am learning how to serve
God and others. While my relationship with God is not perfect, | am very ex-
cited for this next chapter in my life and how it will bring me closer to God.
Thank you!

From page 67

fied with Christ. It is no longer | who
live, but Christ who lives in me. And
the life | now live in the flesh | live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me
and gave himself for me.” After experi-
encing the work of God, | have decid-
ed to start a new page as a high
schooler, away from my troubled past
as a kid. Revelation 4:11 says, “Worthy
are you, our Lord and God, to receive
glory and honor and power, for you
created all things, and by your will
they existed and were created.” | am
ready to proclaim the Word of God
through the power of God within us.

thie'Sie=nlivezio
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The Testimony of Praise
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Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to

obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always,

to the very end of the age.

&
Matthew 28: 19-20 \ua¥
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When | was born, | was blessed to
be in a Christian household and grew up
with children’s Bible stories. As a kid,
my parents would bring me to church
every week, where | memorized Bible
verses to receive stickers and talked
with my friends. Every time | went to
church, it would be the same process: |
would go to church and not know what
was going on. Throughout elementary
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and one-third of middle school, | went
to a public school. Many Christians be-
lieved that public schools were a bad
influence on children, as did my par-
ents. For example, throughout the
sixth grade, | made many bad deci-
sions, which led to even worse deci-
sions. As a result, my parents decided
it was best for me to move into a Chris-
tian school. During that time of hard-
ship, | overlooked the fact that God
was the one who led me to be who | am
today.

Throughout my life, | never
thought that | had truly experienced
the work of God, like health miracles
or tragic events that led a person to
God. | was truly introduced to God in
eighth grade when | was listening to a
few people’s testimony during Winter
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obey everything I have commanded you.
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Retreat. | realized that | did not have my
own testimony yet and wanted to find
one.

Over the next few months, | waited
for a miracle or some kind of sign from
God to show me His glory, but | never
got one. | was frustrated and mad be-
cause | had prayed and waited patiently
for God to do something, but it never
came. A few more days passed, and |
told my mom what had happened. My
mom told me that | did not need a mira-
cle or sign to come and be part of my
testimony because we experience God
daily. | do not have a miracle to present
to everyone today about my testimony,
and you don’t have to have one, either. |
realized that the little things that God
does for us | pass over like they are
nothing.
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After my mom finished talking to
me, | felt a wave of relief and under-
standing pass over me. | truly under-
stood the meaning of what it is to be a
real Christian with the help of Jesus
Christ. He has reminded me that, with-
out him, we are nothing. Galatians
2:20 reminds us, “l have been cruci-

go to page 65
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In this winter time, many brothers and sisters, including myself,
have slept poorly with a broken heart, repented together with
many tears, and fasted together in prayers. In this March Mission
special issue, “Voice of Our Shepherds” and grateful testimonies
from missionaries across the world inspired me to look up to the
Source of Life, who gives us comfort and hope.

The 2021 ACCCN Missionary Conference’s speaker, Rev. Henry
Lu, encouraged us in his “COCM General Director’s January 2021
Thank-You Letter” to read the Bible with family or friends, share
spiritual insights, chat with God and people, and “hang out” by re-
moving unnecessary makeup and letting our guard down before
God.

“CMI January report” encouraged us to welcome the new year
with prayers and build up new co-workers with
training. While we keep praying for missionar-

ies, we need to attend ACCCN prayer meetings
to seek our God’s will with JBED. While we
keep encouraging others to walk with the Lord
~ by discipleship training, we could learn to be-
come cross-cultural missionaries and see God'’s
Kingdom with a broader view by attending
training, like “Kairos.”

The collection of testimonies from all the 2020

Evangelism Explosion (EE) trainees and captains
shared what they learned in the training or the testimonies in EE
visits. Hopefully, they will encourage more brothers and sisters to
get out of their comfort zones, join in the EE trainings, and experi-
ence the presence of the Lord more fully by obeying the Great Com-
mission. Also, from the thankful testimonies of Elder Zou and other
brothers and sisters who recovered from COVID-19 and other dis-
eases, | understand better about the unselfish love that was shown
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ. He not only prayed for the
forgiveness of the Heavenly Father for those who hurt him, but also
proclaimed joyfully at the edge of death: “It is finished!”

Our Lord Jesus prayed to the Heavenly Father for all the believ-
ers again and again before he was crucified on the cross: “They may
be one even as we are one.” | believe that his prayer will surely be
accomplished because his Glory has been given to his church.

May our Lord tear us apart and heal us together, break and
restore ACCCN, to glorify his name!

Ling Qiu

Ji

5055 Morton Road, Alpharetta, GA 30097
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