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PASSING THE

BATON

Pastor Paul Chang

2020 is a year which will leave a deep
impression on many people. Not only
the styles of church meetings have
changed, but also the whole world has
changed. At the beginning, when the
coronavirus disease broke out, people
thought it was another epidemic dis-
ease like SARS attacking humans. But
who would have predicted it to be
more difficult to prevent than SARS?
Before the first eruption stopped, the
second eruption has already started. It
seems that many countries have not
learned the lesson yet and do not
know to avoid it. When watching so
many people being infected every day,
| feel distressed. | can only pray that
the Lord could give us an antidote and
a vaccine.

In this post- coronavirus era, what are
the challenges the churches of immi-
grants like ACCCN are facing?

First, our country’s immigration policy
has been affected. Recently, | asked
the elders of the Chinese church in a
nearby state university city, “ How is
the number of new students coming
from China in the last two years, com-
pared to the number before?” “The
ratio is 10 to 1,” they responded. The
number of general immigrants has also
shrunk greatly. In the past twenty
years, ACCCN has benefited from immi-
gration and developed quickly. Howev-
er, facing the challenge of a shortage
of immigrants does not mean that we
have no holy work to do.

We should not be scared by those
numbers. | served two Chinese church-
es in New Jersey for 30 years. Even
though there were not many Chinese
people, the churches were built up.
Later, | went to serve in the suburbs of
Washington, D.C., which had many
Chinese people. The number of Chi-
nese people was seven to 10 times

more than before. The questions are
whether the church has set the net to
catch fish or not and whether the
church has worked more attentively for
the Lord or not. We should not ask
whether there are many fish or not; we
should ask what Paul told Timothy:
“Preach the word; be ready in season
and out of season.” (2 Timothy 4:2) At
that time, they were facing great life-
and-death persecution by the empire.
Itis said in Ecclesiastes 11: 4-6.

He who observes the wind will not
sow, and he who regards the clouds
will not reap. As you do not know the
way the spirit comes to the bones in
the womb of a woman with child, so
you do not know the work of God who
makes everything. In the morning sow
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your seed, and at evening withhold not
your hand, for you do not know which will
prosper, this or that, or whether both alike
will be good.

Pastor John Sun said that there were not
many Chinese people when he did work for
the Lord in Vancouver. However, who
would have thought of the rise of Canadian
immigration brought by the return of Hong
Kong in 19977 Therefore, the church he
served in the 1980s has developed quickly
for two reasons: benefitting from immigra-
tion and working attentively for the Lord.

A person recently asked me, “Pastor Chang, do you know
the secret of church growth?”

“What do you say?” | asked.
“Location, location, location!”
“It is not buying and selling real estate,” | reminded her.

Of course, she was kind of joking. The Bible does not say so.
We are the followers of the Lord. Working for the Lord is
listening to the Lord’s directions, no matter when and
where. We should just follow the Lord’s lead and touch.

If the immigration
policy is going to
have some chang-
es, we should pay
more attention to
working on our
second genera-
tion because they
will soon become
the leaders of
Chinese churches.

PASS
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Secondly, it has
been seven
months since the
stay-at-home or-
der due to the
pandemic. Be-
cause of
webcasting, we
have a new vision
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in the service of people who have inconvenient transporta-
tion, live far away, or have illnesses. However, on the other
hand, the need for God's children to gather together re-
mains unchanged. Once the epidemic is over, we can go
back to church meetings; as long as the church grows, the
equipment should grow with it.

Jesus once told the disciples, “You ... go rather to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” (Matthew 10:6). ACCCN has
been developing at this place for twenty years. Many peo-
ple who gathered here in the past stopped coming to wor-
ship due to certain factors. After being baptized, some peo-
ple no longer come to meetings, or they worship in other
churches. Some people have pursued the truth here, but
they have not been saved and do not come anymore. Some
people who do not come to the church have been partici-
pating in our fellowship meetings for a long time. While we
are constantly looking for new targets to evangelize, the
people mentioned above are the sheep that the Lord en-
courages us to find and bring back to God’s house. The
church is the golden lampstand. The people mentioned
above should all be part of it.

The continuation and expansion of God’s kingdom is an on-
going relay race. We should all run hard together and con-
stantly look for people to take over, so that the torch of the
Gospel will continue. The golden lampstand will continue to
testify for the Lord.
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D) Both the government and the Church
to glorify God and to build up the spiritual life of men

and women to fulfill the highest will of the almighty God
to complete His work on earth.

are instituted by God. God governs the
Earth in two different forms. God issues
the authority of swords to the govern-
ment (Rom. 13:1-4) and the key to the
entrance to the Heavenly Kingdom to
the Church. The spiritual authority was
given to the Church. (Matt. 11:19). The
government is charged with the duty of
maintaining peace and protecting its
citizens from internal and external ene-
mies, allowing them to have the normal
functioning of their business activities.
The Church provides means for worship
and religious services to God, proclaim-
ing God’s laws and preaching the Gos-

pel, administering rites and shepherding
the congregation. 1D The Lord Jesus commands us to seek first His King-

dom and His righteousness (Matt. 6:33). He told us
that His Kingdom is not of this world. Christians are
not to go to war for this world (John 18:36); they are
the citizens of Heaven (Phil. 3:20). They are to seek
the Heavenly Kingdom, setting their affections on the
better country which is in Heaven (Heb. 11:16). Prior
to Christ’'s Second Coming to reign in His Kingdom,
we do not believe there is a perfect government on

earth.
Therefore, the functions of the govern-‘ 11D) The Lord Jesus did not ask us to depart from this world
ment and the Church are different yet (John 17:15) but to be the salt and light of this world
related. The government provides a (Matt. 5:13-14). We are to love others as ourselves
peaceful environment, whereas the (Matt. 22:39) and to maintain harmonious relationships
Church offers guidance and exhortation with people (Matt. 5:9). These are the required Chris-
to the government, especially in the tian attributes. Christians are to obey the authorities
area of morality. Their common goal is over them with fear (Rom. 13:1-8; Titus 3:1; 1 Peter

2:13-14). But if the authority forbids Christians to wor-
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\D)

ship God and to preach the Gos-
pel, they must disobey because it
is proper to obey God and not

men (Acts 5:29). Christians also
have the responsibility to pray for

the authorities above them “that

we may have peaceful and quiet
lives in all goodness and holi- A2
ness” (2 Tim. 2:1-2). The Church
was not given the authority of
swords. Christians are individual
citizens of their community, and
we need to fulfill the responsibility
of citizens (Matt. 21:21) using
legal means to influence our soci-
ety by our God-given conscience
to elect government officials, pay
our taxes, protect justice and de-
nounce evil, even when necessary
fight harsh, authoritarian govern-
ment. Within the Bible as well as
in Church history, there are many
citizens of God’s kingdom who
took on political responsibility:
Joseph became a prime minister
of Egypt, Daniel enjoyed a very
high position in Babylon. From
Church history, we learn of a dis-
tinguished theologian, Abraham
Kuyper, who was the prime minis-
ter of Holland in the 19" century;
therefore, many Christians can
participate in election to become
government officials. In this way
they can bear excellent testimo-
nies for the Gospel.

Based on the principles stated

P, S
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FRE

above, we are extremely concerned about the morality and
the social unrest of the United States, the country we now
live in. We are especially concerned about the recent fre-
quent riots in many locations. The Church wants to stress
the following points:

We are opposed to abortion.
We are opposed to same-sex marriage.

We consider life is a precious gift from God, and innocent life
cannot be harmed or exploited.

We are opposed to discrimination and illegal actions
and harm against any person based on race or eth-
nic backgrounds.

We call upon all brothers and sisters in Christ to earnestly
pray for the United States, calling the nation to return to
righteousness and the maintenance of social peace.

Today there is widespread use of social media and the in-

ternet. It has become an important means of communica-
tion among people. For example, the chat room has be-
come a favorite means to communicate in many ACCCN
Fellowship groups. With this tool, many can communicate
care and prayers, information and meeting notices, as well
as sending good articles. In these days, the General Elec-
tion is approaching, and there is much debate and discus-
sion of the pandemic virus issues, the deterioration of the
Chinese-U.S. relationship, the fight between the major polit-
ical parties, and the demonstrations and rioting due to racial

issues, all of which have caused great concern among
brothers and sisters in our fellowship groups. Many have
expressed their political and social views on several occa-
sions, especially in their chat rooms. People with different
viewpoints engage in arguments and even in quarrels. Be-
cause of these issues, we want to provide the following
suggestions.

2202
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Although there are no
unified ACCCN guidelines
to govern social groups
(such as chat rooms), we
suggest each fellowship
establish its own rules for
those who become part of
the group.

Internet social groups are
extremely effective for
communication, but they
may not be the best plat-
forms for debate. Short
writings and pictures can
cause misinterpretation
and misunderstanding.

They may not clarify is-
sues; on the contrary, they
can cause harm and hurt
feelings among brothers
and sisters. We suggest
that political and social
issues be avoided on so-
cial media.

When it becomes truly necessary to have discussions about poli-
tics and social issues, especially when there are diverse points of
view, before we express our views, first think of the following:

Do | have a greater zeal about politics than about
God’s Kingdom and His righteousness? Do | practice spiritual
principles stated in this paper?

Do | know that many political and social problems
have their origin in spiritual and Gospel problems? If we use hu-
man solutions to solve these problems, if we ignore the impact of
human sins which pollute culture and politics, we are bound to
fail. Doing so also denies the absolute need for the Gospel for
human problems.

Have we brought these concerns before God and
prayed fervently to Him? Have we prayed for brothers and sisters
who have different points of view?

As | expressed my opinions, did | really mean to
resolve some issues? Did | intend to win arguments to feel good
and to celebrate my winning? Did | speak the truth in love?

S
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As | tried to win arguments, did | give others
a chance to win? When others actually have good
points and my arguments are poor, am | willing to
change my point of view?

Prayer:

Dear Lord, by Your grace we
are able to live here. Recent
events in the United States
have given cause for great con-
cern. We are also facing the
General Election. We call upon
You to allow Your Kingdom to
come, Your will to be done, on
Earth as it is in Heaven. Help us
to follow Scriptural principles to
live on Earth. This is pleasing to
You. We pray also that our
brothers and sisters follow and
obey Your teaching to be the
salt and light of this world, that
they may live in harmony and
be Your witnesses. On the day
when we see You face to face,
may we receive Your favor.

In the Name of our Lord Jesus
Christ we pray. Amen
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once wrote the lyrics of a
I song consisting of three

stanzas. It describes the
past life of a person as a sinner
saved by grace, his life forward
living in God’s guidance, and the
joy of a glorious future living in
His presence. This is also the
simple story of my life. Of
course, there are many interest-
ing and exciting details that are
not included. | cannot put them
into the lyrics of a song, but what |
can do is talk about my life in the
church in the last 20 years. | can
delineate a little more in an article
like this. So | invite you to sit
down, relax, and journey with me
through the history of our church,
ACCCN.
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Looking Backward

It was the year 2000, and | had
recently retired from my profes-
sional career at Kimberly Clark
Corp. Three elders — Fred Lee,
Bill Ting and myself — together
with our wives, were asked by our
parent church, ACCC, to begin
ministry in the north of Atlanta. We
began in a rented Chinese school
building with a total of 180 people,
most them living in the Alpharetta
and Johns Creek areas. We
planned the worship service
preaching in Chinese and translat-
ed into English for the youths. In
two months, we changed our
minds to have a separate English
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20 FFEEiF

Wang

worship service, as some English-
speaking congregants joined us.

We had 15 youths that were below
seventh-graders and one above.
Brother Leonard and Sister Chris-
tina Leo joined us, and every Sun-
day we set up the piano and the
chairs in a dance studio for wor-
ship. At first, Pastor Steve McDon-
ald from ACCC came to lead the
English services, which began in
the afternoon. Later, we had a
number of guest speakers to help
us, including Dr. Allen Swanson,
who had retired from 28 years of
missionary work in Taiwan to live
in the Atlanta area. Leonard Leo
was our first deacon, and Li Wan
Hsu was youth deacon. With a
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Atlanta Chinese Christi
Church North .

total of 30 people, we began our
English service. In the year 2005,
we moved into our own building
on Morton Road.

Those were the good old days,
when God poured out His bless-
ings on us. Many young people
came to join us. The Chinese con-
gregation quickly grew from180 to
350, and these families brought
their children to be part of the
English congregation. The Gospel
was preached to them, and many
of them believed and were bap-
tized. Gradually, many adult Eng-
lish-speaking congregants were
added as they sought to know
God and find fellowship with other
Christians. Lives were trans-
formed by the Word of God, and
many were baptized.

It was like the growth described in

the Book of Acts, which says,
“Day by day, more and more be-
lieved in the Lord and were added
to their numbers.” (Acts 5:14)

Looking Forward

As time passed, the youths grew
up. Some went off to college and
others were married to form small
families. A few of them heeded
God’s call to become full-time mis-
sionaries. It was a delight to see
the maturing process of the once-
young people.

The journey forward was by no
means easy. God continued lead-
ing the church faithfully as we
went through some tough situa-
tions of personnel changes. One
was the changes in the youth
group. A number of youth direc-
tors came and went. We had Jack
Wang, Jenna Louie, Jacob Park,
Sunny So, Jonathan Hsieh and
Scott Lilly. Three English pastors
came and went. They were Gus-
tav Hung, Jeff Huang and Eric
Chang. Finding qualified English
pastors was most difficult; it was
not easy to find an English-
speaking pastor who understands
and can integrate into the Asian
culture. We had to look for two to
three years each time to find one.
Going through the long transitions
was hard testing of our faith.

God was faithful and merciful. He
supplied all our needs during the
transitions. Brothers and sisters
pulled together to serve in differ-
ent ministries and leadership. We
had elders and guest preachers to
fill the pulpit. God fed us with His
precious word. Perimeter Church
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Acts 5:14

[14] And all the more believers
in the Lord, multitudes of men
and women, were constantly
added to their humber,

offered a lot of resources; at one
time, they sent us four preachers
in rotation, taking turns to feed us
week by week. We had a variety
of sermons to meet our needs.
The ministry continued, and broth-
ers and sisters grew through their
experiences with God while serv-
ing.

What comes to mind is the old
hymn which says:

All the way my Savior leads
me, what have | to ask be-

side?

Can | doubt His tender mercy,
who through life has been my

Guide?

Heavenly peace, divinest
comfort, here by faith in Him
to dwell.

For | know whatever befall
me, Jesus doeth all things

well.

In time, God led a new young
preacher to come and serve. Min-
ister Hee Sung Shin is a dynamic
blend of powerful preaching and
gracious caring with a special gift
for the youths. He arrived shortly
before the horrible pandemic,
which transformed all our lives.
We look forward to the days when

B35 | 20204124
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we can return to normal and meet
in person again in our worship,
Sunday school and fellowship
meetings. Once again, we look
forward to reach our communities
of friends, family and neighbors as
God blesses us with His gracious
and glorious Gospel.

Looking Upwards

As | travel along a road, it occurs
to me that there are only two di-
rections to go: backwards or for-
wards. Our abilities are limited,
and our faith is small. But we must
know that there is another direc-
tion: upwards. The Earth binds our
feet in two dimensions, but our
faith propels us into the spiritual
realm.

As we study the Bible, as we med-
itate and allow the Holy Spirit to
teach us, our faith allows us to
receive spiritual strength to break
through the limits of space and
time. As we daily commune with
God, He transforms our perspec-
tive, opens our personality and
empowers us to do great and im-
possible things. This is what the
Gospel of John teaches,

“Jesus said, “The thief comes on-
ly to steal and kill and destroy. |

came that they may have life and
have it abundantly.” (John 10:10)

What is life if it is only for a tempo-
rary few years? All men want to
“eat, drink and be merry.” Abun-
dant life is much more than this.
Not only is it indescribably rich
and rewarding, it also lasts for ev-
er and ever. Jesus promised the
abundant life that lasts for eternity.

But it starts now; it starts the mo-
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Until now, you have asked
nothing in my name. Ask, and
gou will receive, that your foy

may be made full.
John 16:24

% N

ment we profess Jesus as our
Savior. The Holy Spirit that in-
dwells us will not be idle; He will
begin to exert His influence. He
will teach us all things, as the
Scripture teaches:

“These things | have spoken to
you while | am still with you. But
the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my

name, he will teach you all things
and bring to your remembrance all
that | have said to you.” (John
14:24-25)

This is a wonderful promise, but
there is another equally great if
not greater. God has given us His
word, the Bible. It contains every-
thing we need to know to live this
abundant life. The Bible is God-
breathed and inspired:

“All Scripture is breathed out by
God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, that the
man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work. (2
Timothy 3:16-17)

To realize the abundant life, we
have yet another powerful help
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from God; that is through prayer.
Someone says that this is the
most underutilized help we have
from God. Our God wants us to
pray, to open our hearts to com-
municate with Him. He knows our
needs even before we do, and He
is delighted to meet them. Above
all, He want us to pour out our
hearts even when we need noth-
ing. He just wants to hear from His
own. Do you remember what the
Lord said before He was delivered
to the Romans to be crucified? He
said,

“Until now you have asked noth-
ing in my name. Ask, and you will
receive, that your joy may be
full.” (John 16:24)

Conclusion

Looking back, we see His grace
and mercy pouring out into the
lives of our congregation.

Looking forward, we know that He
will faithfully lead us all the way,
supplying all our needs.

Looking upward, we are assured
of the precious gifts of the Holy
Spirit, His infallible word, and the
power of prayer, which lights our
path with confidence and glorious
hope. Amen.
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omeone We Want Qur Youth bo Grow i

Appreciation of Minister Scott from the Wu Family

ver five years ago, we were still

rookie youth parents as our

firstborn son rose to seventh
grade. Clueless about our church’s youth
program, we bumped into the discussion of
hiring Scott as the Student Minister. We still
remember like it was yesterday asking the
naive question to our all-time spiritual men-
tor, “How do we know he is a qualified can-
didate and a good fit for our church?” He
simply replied, “Is he someone you want
your youth to grow into?”

Since then, we’ve observed as onlookers,
outsourced as consumers, witnessed as
sheep, and finally contributed as servants.
We can now firmly answer, “Yes! We’'ll be so
blessed to see our children grow into who
Scott chooses and strives to be - a faithful
servant fully after God’s heart!”

Surely our children are expected to grow
toward the full measure of Christ —and we
adults, too. Nonetheless, here is someone
tangible living this out right before our eyes.
Throughout the past five years, until the
appreciation gathering dedicated to him
and his family, we had increasingly wit-

nessed how Scott is a devoted minister
shepherding the hearts of the youth and
parents by living out God’s unconditional
and redemptive love and always pointing
everyone to Christ.

Frankly, at the very beginning, we as par-
ents had doubts whether this white young
man could truly fit into this “old-school”
Chinese church and build rapport with the
parents. However, our firsthand experience
found Scott very approachable, accessible,
honest, accountable, and respectful. He
also tirelessly walked alongside the parents,
especially when we had struggles with our
youth. This was above and beyond his job
description.

Over the years, our son Jeffrey more and
more embraced Scott as his mentor, and as
one of his closest friends. He felt totally
comfortable to candidly open up to him.
Even our two younger daughters, JoJo and
Janelle, looked up to Scott and trusted him.
They both have actively participated in the
Youth program during the stay-at-home days
as they enjoyed his leadership, interactive
teaching, and genuine bonding.

Why do we all feel so? Because, across the
ministry fields at ACCCN, Scott is by all
means a faithful servant fully after God’s
heart!

Wednesday night prayer meeting: Admitted-
ly, most youth find it challenging to commit
to prayer meetings due to “competing priori-
ties” or family situations, especially when
they were still face to face before the pan-
demic. However, Scott was always commit-
ted to going to church and hosting prayer
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meetings even if only one youth might show
up. We also witnessed Scott’s tremendous
life-on-life impact on our children, Jeffrey
and Janelle (who yearned to tag along with
her brother to go to in-person prayer meet-
ings), and on their prayer life. They both
would introduce to us the worship songs
they sang at the beginning of the prayer
meetings, plus what and how they prayed.
We’ve even noticed that our little Janelle, as
young as third grade, now truly enjoys pray-
ing to God and prays like Scott does.

Friday night youth program: Scott dedicated
himself to organizing Friday night programs
to attract and retain youth. In recent years,
he also built up a Service Team to mobilize
a group of youth who submitted to His call-
ing to shoulder different leader/servant
roles. They were drawn closer to Christ, and
some proclaimed their faith through bap-
tism. Some initiated the youth praise team
and even managed recording for the recent
English Sunday services. It was so comfort-
ing and uplifting to see such growth in
Christ.

One other “small” thing reflecting his serv-
ant heart: despite his young family’s needs,
when meeting face to face prior to COVID-
19, Scott always stayed late at church every
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Friday night until all youth were picked up.
Oftentimes, he even went out of his way to
drive around town to take some of them
safely home.

Saturday outings: The last Saturday of each
month, Scott always orchestrated a youth
outing to build and enhance fellowship -
the foundation of mutual trust. The youth
plainly shared, “We flock.” We could all
testify what close bonding Scott had with
the youth. The youth loved hanging out with
him and playing with him. Throughout the
activities, Scott also thoughtfully walked
around to make sure all attending youth
were being well taken care of. We could
also see he observantly stopped for one-on-
one conversations with different youth in
this more relaxed setting.

Sunday school: Inspired and nudged by
Scott, we both had been serving the current
eleventh grade Sunday School class - at
least once a year - since they were in sixth
grade. Every time we asked them their fa-
vorite Sunday school teacher, it would defi-
nitely be Scott. He might not be the most
eloquent speaker with fancy PowerPoint
decks in the world’s eyes. However, his
message was powerful and genuine, strong-
ly pounding on our hearts. His teaching was
inviting and interactive, not like a one-way
lecture. Rather, it was like your most trust-
worthy friend talking to you and exhorting
you lovingly. He focused on life applications
of the Truth, as he himself walks the talk.
He never pretended to be a perfect minister
in front of the youth, but humbly exposed
his own weaknesses to turn the youths’
eyes upon Jesus, embracing the wonderful
light by walking out of their own darkness.

Also, he initiated the Sunday program with
a corporate devotion across all grades.
When we served the Sunday school, we
found how the youth were engaged during
this opening and hence their hearts more
warmed up to be sown with His seeds dur-
ing Sunday school class.

Mission Trips: On every single youth mission
trip, Scott was there to lead and shepherd
them. Even during the summer his son,
Caleb, was just born, he went without any
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hesitation on the week-long mission trip.
His sacrificial service touched the youths’
hearts and encouraged them to serve the
same way for the sake of His Name.

Daily bonding: We all witnessed the solid
bonding Scott had with the youth as he
spared no effort to invest in their daily lives.
Whenever a youth family turned to him with
challenges or even unexpected troubles, he
was always there to listen and help. For
various youth needs, every day he reached
out or was reached via phone calls, text,
Instagram messages, etc. His wife, Jennifer,
shared that he had even switched his bio-
logical clock to later hours to better match
the youths’ routine timetables.

Thanksgiving is right around the corner. As
we count our blessings, we give thanks to
God for Scott’s tremendous help for our son
and many other youths with the same strug-
gles. Jeffrey has been going through a very
bumpy road. We cannot count how many
messages, phone calls, and talks we've
exchanged. To continually redirect Jeffrey’s
heart, Scott initiated a weekly one-on-one
conversation plus devotion with him. They
talked about Jeffrey’s battles, probing his
heart and leading him to God - the only
help. We know Jeffrey is not the only one
Scott has given such intensive care for their
spiritual and relationship needs. In many
cases, such conversations have gone late
into night.

Scott, may God strengthen your faith, bless
you and your family abundantly through
your work, wherever you go. As the Bible
reminds us, “He will reply, 'Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me."” (Matthew 25:40)
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Below is what our children, completely out
of their own hearts, recorded in the appreci-
ation video dedicated to Scott at the Oct. 4
gathering.

Janelle

Mr. Scott, you have been a great youth min-
ister. You have made me realize that there
is more than just to read a Bible story, but
there is also truly understanding it. | hope
that Grace and Caleb grow up strong in
faith. Thank you for your service for ACCCN.

JoJo

Thank you, Scott, for your faithful commit-
ment to our church and especially to my
family. Over the past five years, | think, |
haven’t got to know you so well, except
maybe occasionally saying “hi” in the hall-
way, probably since | was away for dancing
or | wasn’t old enough for youth. But during
this pandemic of COVID-19, I've gotten to
slow down and come to Sunday school and
prayer meeting for youth group and learn
from you. (Maybe not so much now since
school started). But | have learnt so much,
just reviewing the basic Bible stories, learn-
ing from different perspectives, and apply-
ing them to my life. You are such an amaz-
ing role model, putting others before your-
self, putting God in front of everything. You
are so humble even when you say you
aren’t. And | need a lot of humbleness in
my life. | am so thankful for you and God
bless.

Jeffrey

Scott, thank you for your dedication and
your service. And thank you for being you.
Thank you for your openness and your can-
dor. Thank you for telling us the way to go.
Thank you for being humble through it all,
and yet, in humility, exposing your pride.
Thank you for being a leader who knows
how to be led. Thank you for being a friend
and a teacher, someone to laugh with and
someone to pray with. Thank you for being
probably the right person at the right time
for this church and for me. Thank you,
Scott.
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Happy Mid-Autumn Festival!
This second most popular holi-
day in China has a history of
3,000 years, back to when
people would worship the full
moon. This year it will be cele-
brated on October 1.

Families reunite to enjoy
meals and the traditional des-
sert called mooncake. Just as
the moon is full, the home is
full of family members.

This was our topic for English
Corner this morning. But we
did not anticipate the deeper
topics of loneliness that came
up. Because of this virus,
many students cannot go back
to their hometowns for the

holiday.

Some students expressed their
desire to be reunited with their
grandparents. One girl in my
group said she misses playing
PUBG (an online multiplayer
battle game) with her 10-year-
old sister. Another guy said he
tries to ignore the sadness of
being apart from his family by
focusing on his studies.

One girl named Eden*, who
just trusted in Christ this sum-
mer, is already helping to facil-
itate a breakout group in Eng-
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Simon & Abing (CRU)

lish Corner. Today she shared
in her group how God is always
with her and how she can find
comfort in Him when she feels
lonely. She said she was so
thankful for another teammate
named Anna, who introduced
her to Jesus and the Bible.

Something else cool that hap-
pened was one girl said after
today’s discussions that she
wants to encourage her room-
mates by having a party, since
they are all away from their
families. We plan to talk more
about the topic of loneliness
and relationships for the next
English corner.

Prayer Requests:

Pray that our “conversation
would be full of grace, sea-
soned with salt” so that we
may know how to continue
building relationships with
these English Corner stu-
dents. Pray for God’s pro-
tection as we are taking
calculated risks when
sharing through WeChat
and other platforms.

Pray for a safe 14-hour drive
back up to PA. We will
leave tomorrow (Sept. 30).
Also ask for a fruitful and
blessed time over these
next two months reuniting
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with lots of friends and
supporters.

Praise the LORD, we can most
probably return overseas
by the end of February
2021! The border opened
up slightly, allowing those
with valid residence per-
mits to re-enter (that’s
what we have). Pray that
nothing changes so we
can get back on the
ground at that time!

Thank you again so much for

joining with us in our ministry

through your prayers and gifts. -
May the Lord bless you and

may His love fill your homes

and hearts this Mid-Autumn

Festival.

By His grace,

Simon, Abing, Nathanael,
Breanna & Baby

Please note our new email
(spang@eacompany.net). Our

old dodomail email will stop g
working on October 1st.
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Does the youth program attendance rate mat-
ter? Furthermore, does the youth Sunday school at-
tendance rate matter? The answer is “yes,” with a
[(but."

A number is always a fast and easy indicator
for evaluating the success of a program. But in the
real world, people need to dive in and analyze beyond
raw numbers. Nobody should jump to conclusions
based on just absolute numbers. In this case, we are
talking about matters of the church, the household of
God. Every number represents a sheep, a soul.

Ever since the shelter-in-place order was acti-
vated in our state, all church activities have become
virtual. Scott came out with different ways to accom-
modate the challenge of having everything online. In
youth Sunday school, | have had the chance to join
the breakout room discussions with the youth, and |
enjoy every session.

Looking at the absolute numbers,
around 20 youths join every Sunday, about one-
third of the regular church Sunday school at-
tendance. From a worldly view, it is a fail-
ure. If this number were multiplied by
10, which a lot of people
would love to see, however, |
would be pulling out my hair
because we do not have
enough teachers. If these
newcomers could not receive
proper shepherding, they
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would eventually go astray. This would leave us emp-
ty-handed and wondering why we used to see our
hallway packed with youth, but now.... (This phenom-
enon isn’t unique, but happens in many ministries.)

On a normal/pre-COVID-19 Sunday, many
youth came to church only at the request of their par-
ents. | got this from chatting with the youth and par-
ents. Ever since the shelter-in-place order was acti-
vated, the youths have had to join the online Sunday
school of their own free will. As parents, we all know
that youths tend to stay up late at night. | admire
those who join on Sunday morning because getting
up early every Sunday to attend worship and Sunday
school poses a significant challenge.

As | mentioned above, every Sunday | joined
the breakout sessions with the youths. In addition to
listening to their discussion, | also shared my under-
standing of the Bible passage from an adult
point of view. | enjoyed the interaction with them
and the benefit to myself was beyond my imagi-
nation.

Once, | asked a sixth-grader what
she did at home to help her
mom. She said doing dish-
washing with her brother. |
was impressed and said that
| need to mention it to my
daughters. She immediately
responded to me that Chi-
nese parents like to com-
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pare. Her words struck me immediately. Comparison
has become my subconscious thought. Growing up, |
used to hate my mom comparing everything about me
with my peers. However, | am repeating the same
thing as a grownup! And the church is doing the same
thing! We emphasize quantity more than quality.
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In the book of Luke, Jesus said, “What man of
you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open
country, and go after the one that is lost, until he
finds it?” Right now, we have 20 precious little sheep.
If we take good care of and shepherd them, they will
become disciples and be salt and light among their
peers. Just as the book of Mark says, “And other
seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing
up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold
and a hundredfold.” We as adults need to prepare
good soil so that our youth can be fruitful.

Today's church is lacking volunteers in almost
every ministry. This is partially our fault, so we as par-
ents need to repent. Church leadership also needs to
repent. Why were your sermons on calling the congre-
gation to serve so ineffective? Calls for volunteers in
children and youth ministry are listed in the weekly
bulletin. Their appearance is so frequent that we just
ignore them.

| believe that the Holy Spirit works on many
parents’ hearts. However, many stopped coming for-
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ward mainly because of the language barrier. | am
positive that the leadership understands this prob-
lem because you were experiencing the same chal-
lenge when your own children were young. Besides
calling from the pulpit, do you ever consider serving
with our parents, shepherding them so that they see
your lives? Or simply choose to say, “Go and serve in
peace, | will pray for you.”

On the surface, today’s ACCCN has high Sun-
day worship attendance and a variety of Sunday
school courses. The congregations enjoy an abun-
dant spiritual buffet. Everyone feels so good. Howev-
er, what is different between us and the Pharisees if
we do not practice what we preach? We are slowly
eroding in the lukewarm water of worldly things. A
small disturbance will surely break us apart.

May we all repent in front of God with sack-
cloth and ashes, rebuild God’s altars, lay the founda-
tion in Jesus, fortify the wall, raise up the booth of
David that is fallen and repair its breaches, and pass
our baton to the next generation. Amen!
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We are tested
Every single day
With life’'s ups and downs

Twists and turns

We rise with courage
clothe ourselves with knowledge
When everything seems going south
Our courage is exhausted
Our knowledge can't find its place

We wonder
Why trouble strikes whenever?
Why problems occur one after another?
Why we have to endure so much?
When no one else seems to understand ?

What we are going through?

Tomorrow is another day
With hopes of a better day
Tomorrow is another day

With many dreams that may come true

A Life in Christ

Secret

Michelle Lin

Tomorrow is another day
We continue to rise to new heights
Tomorrow is another day

Our loving hearts are still the same

We shout for joy
For no particular reason
We stay in peace
Even in chaotic circumstance
No matter what may lie ahead
We always have a way out
What is the secret?
It's the Holy Spirit

That lives within
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,7 20204, *tF 2020 is a year full of disasters and diseases for the world. It is also a
9 HRELZRE year filled with bitterness and sweetness for ACCCN. After online wor-
From the K Wl —4E, % ship and meetings for more than half a year, the ACCCN 20" anniver-

editor [, sary is coming without a celebration gathering, but with gracious en-
v ( TR couragements written by multiple pastors and elders despite their
BRI — busy schedules. They counted the abundant grace from God and told
Fo MEES

how many great things that God has done for ACCCN in the past.

KBAEY 5, R T RS 0EE, B R — They encouraged us based on the eternal truth, full of faith and love,

iy, fH o A e so we will not forget our identity as God'’s beloved children, con-
RHPRI, BH SR {t%ﬂ]?ﬂ%ﬁ EZEP necting our hearts with the heart of Christ, knowing together what is
SO0 T 4006 T e R S, jjjtify‘ the breadth and length and height and depth of love in Christ, and
ML TYRE; FFETHBEE, HHF building God’s kingdom by sharing the Gospel together. We believe
fEOAI5Z 0y, PLKIE B B B Jh 26 S i akA1T, that God is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or
¢&1|]Tg et L By, CAEEBRN think in the pandemic time.

, —FISUE R E I Z R EK SR, —

J&ME\E%W%EE,WEWEE%%W
B RCHR,  BE FRA B SR AR Y

The missionaries’ prayer letters and articles from all over the world
have shown that God has not suspended his work, but has done a lot
of good and wonderful things. The obedient missionaries not only
continue to share the Gospel on campuses in America and Europe,
but also seek for missionary fields by visiting Muslim and Buddhist
countries. ACCCN faithful EE co-workers continue online training
twice a year by sharing the Gospel across the boundaries of
countries. The unselfish love of Christ inspires them, as weIIM
as us, to live out God’s love. The articles and po-
ems of our life in the pandemic time are as co
ful as the rainbow showing God’s abundant| -
The thankful testimonies are like the seedsiof = =
love, through which we believe that God will let
new lives in Christ grow in our D

church, rooted, blooming and -

bearing fruit in love.
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