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The Voice of Our Shepherds
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A few weeks ago, |
was rummaging
through some old be-
longings and found a
set of Mickey Mouse
metal chopsticks that
my parents gave me
when | was just 6 years
old. As | held them in
my hands, | began to
relive some of the

meals and experiences
that we had as a family.
| remembered how both my parents were (and
continue to be) people who give. They sacrificed
much to give my sister and me everything we
needed. But not only that, my parents also
grounded us in truth. They knew that providing
for us was not enough. We needed to have our
feet firmly set on the ground of gospel truth.

As | consider the direction of our church in 2020,
| see my experience of being raised by my par-
ents as a parallel to Paul’s relationship to Timo-
thy. In Paul’s first letter to him, he calls Timothy
his “true child in the faith.” These simple words
carry a lot of meaning, which | believe is the key
to unlocking a long-term ministry of discipleship
and growth.

First, Paul really did regard Timothy as a son —
not in the biological sense, of course, but a son
nonetheless. Paul, being a Pharisee discipled by
a well-known rabbi, knew what it was like to be a
spiritual son. He had received invaluable gifts of
knowledge and training during his youth from his
rabbi, Gamaliel. In receiving a lifetime of educa-
tion and training, Paul would have grown not only
to respect his rabbi, but to love him and be loved
in return. It is perhaps this type of relationship
that Paul had in mind as he mentored Timothy.
Paul would remember Timothy in prayer with
tears and even give him occasional advice about

a bellyache! In other words, this was a relation-
ship that extended beyond the classroom. It was
truly life-on-life, founded on self-giving love.

Second, Paul made sure that he gave Timothy a
sure footing on gospel truth. Consider the three-
fold blessing in 1 Timothy 1:2. Paul wishes grace,
mercy and peace. Why? First, we must remem-
ber Timothy’s cultural heritage. He was born to a
Greek father and a Hebrew mother. | guess you
could say he was 50 percent Greek, 50 percent
Hebrew, but 100 percent Christian. Given this,
Paul blesses Timothy with grace, which was a
common greeting for Greeks. He also blesses
Timothy with peace, which appeals to his Jewish
background. But in between these blessings is
mercy, which is a distinctly Christian virtue at the
heart of the gospel. When Paul recalls his own
conversion and call to ministry, he says that it
was an act of mercy. In other words, Paul wants
to make sure that Timothy never forgets the solid
ground of the gospel of mercy. This is the ground
on which Timothy must walk as he carries the
baton of ministry.

Our church is now 20 years old. We may be at a
time when the strength of our commitment to
intergenerational ministry will be put to the test.
Our church needs a small army of spiritual fa-
thers and mothers to receive and obey the call to
disciple true children in the faith. These may be
either biological children or ones who are spiritu-
ally adopted. Either way, the future of our church
depends on a parent-child relationship built on
sacrificial giving and a sure footing on gospel
truth. To be sure, the Scriptures do not provide
us with a rigid template of discipleship. They do,
however, give us correspondences between Paul
and Timothy. Paul considered this young mixed-
background evangelist as his true child in the
faith and loved him dearly. As a church, let us
pray that opportunity would meet obedience —
that we would be a church marked by a thriving
ministry of discipleship.
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my true child in &
a common faith.

Grace and peace |
from God the Father I

Titus 1:4
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Phibippians 479 — "And my God widl sapply every need

of yours according Lo hig rickies in glory in ChRrst Jesus.”

Jean Chow

Children Ministry

]n the fall of 2019, our church leaders
approved a budget to renovate the chil-
dren worship room. The renovation would
include expanding the size of the room along

with making it more appealing for young kids.

We would knock down walls and build new
walls. We would add new video and audio
equipment. A new stage would be buitt, and
colorful lights would illuminate the entire
room. We had a plan, but as with most plans,
they did not come free of problems.

A brother at our church came up with a de-

sign for the project, and several other broth-
ers volunteered to oversee the construction.
The demolition went smoothly with the con-
tractors we hired to perform the renovation.

We even had another brother from another
church volunteer to help us with the audio
and video upgrades. After several weeks of
work, progress began to slow down. Our con-
tractors started to demonstrate some less-
than-expected performance issues. Ultimate-
ly, we asked them to stop their work and de-
cided to complete the project with brothers
and sisters within our congregation. Then, the
brother from the other church encountered
some personal surprises and had to with-
draw his offer to help. Our resources were
gone, and it seemed that the plan would be
difficult to complete on schedule .

As we have learned through this entire pro-
ject, God’s work cannot be completed by just
the will of men or according to our schedule.
He supplied our every need in this project
according to His riches in Christ Jesus, just as
it says in the above Bible verse. What we
thought was impossible, He made into anoth-
er testimony of His goodness and blessing.
Please continue to pray for His ministry for
our children at ACCCN!

| would also like to take this opportunity to

thank all the brothers who have put in end-

less hours on this project! May God bless you

for your service in Him! l
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e (B AR A AE UL ST, D Ay — SR RO 1 — (RS
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BT B R TR R, ARRERH R B R R TIRIK, i OISR
BRI, TR AR N

HEL, BSmE—ERENeE. e ANBEEE R, e el TRE ARIMERE, et A
Widr s REAREEANE, O ARERIN; £, RIEAZGHERZIKIFATIAIE? FRHRIITEE, #2
FOMzE;  WUORARICE R, IRUBCHRNE . | BREERE, ARk, QRBERMZ! EEGZ
B [RRRAFTEE - AR E ), LB AR ] .

Words of Blessing | March 2020 15



EIEB T Missions without Borders

L,‘\“o'("‘"‘"‘""i{. G . S2EHMENE— TS - SENFRONSETE) - BHI0OFEETE ; 0P EET -
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Fafh: [ FRAM R 24/ NR PR AR 5535, (B Ath R T AP AT
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A A R R A T T AR B R
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& AR R R—AE AN # USD$30, 000. 00

Marian Li
@ LR AR—FERHTKE USDS45, 000. 00 IEMTER, WHIYE X FFT2Z 8 H KX
3%AE &L B AR — T, S8 5 — (AR S 2

Y

¥ ERERNPBLHLARAR MEEER LI HBIXRXTR:
2 0 B0 M% M 9L 15 W USA Care Ministries International
= de 2 : 10519 Mulhall St., El Monte, CA 91731.
> AXIETARI : USA CMI» B P —5& Memo B£9A :

A. # Cana Glory Community Center 22 F RIWHL K P < B
B. Marianli (Z%) /AR EFTHEEM

s SN B RAEADNBERBI® 19684111 X B M7 M® 5 77 008-118-20-053885-1 »
> BFEF R HREBFASKAFTENHERMEIDY » 198 F B (Marian Li)
Cana Glory Community Center P.O. Box 1994, Phnom Pen lll, Cambodia FB: www.facebook.com/CGCCKH/
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he smell of gasoline

crawls up my nose as |

turn my head. People
are working tirelessly to make
only around $3.80 a day (which
means $1,380 a year). Then
questions hit my mind one by
one. Cambodia. Citizens of
Cambodia eat scraps to live. If
that doesn’t seem horrible
enough, here is a scenario. Im-
agine walking to the pantry and
seeing that nothing is there,
and your only other choice is
the trash can.

Our group had set out on a mis-
sion trip to Cambodia. Spread-
ing the good news helped so
many in Cambodia and made
them realize that they could
count on Jesus. We went on this
mission trip for several reasons,
but | only realized one of them
after a long time. On Nov. 29,
2019, a family so kindly let us
visit their home. | didn’t exactly
expect anything, but when |
stepped into the building, |
found the house was more of an
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apartment. The building had
one bathroom, and bugs were
circling back and forth. | looked
over the patio and saw a tuk-tuk
pulling in. Kanika looked so
happy to come home. That was
when it started to hit me, but |
just hadn’t realized it yet. She
skipped up the stairs and
opened the door.

| looked inside and saw a sleep-
ing area and a kitchen, all con-
nected into one tiny room. The
bedroom had one mattress and
a rack that held all the clothes.
The kitchen had a sink, and that
was just about it. Kanika's
brother slept in the kitchen ar-
ea, while she and her parents
slept on one king-size mattress.
She jumped up -
and down, excit- kj Ly
ed for us to
come. | wish |
could feel that
way, too, if |
came home to
this, but | just
didn’t get it.
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Then, after many, many, many
days of wondering, | finally real-
ized the reason all these people
here were so happy: They didn’t
know what kind of condition
they were living in. Not only
that, but they didn’t have many
things to complain about, like
their food was too salty or too
sweet. We went back to the cen-
ter with all the other kids, and |
knew their background. | knew
what they were experiencing.
After that, | couldn’t seem to
focus, with questions swirling
around in my head. Jesus had
put in the Bible that he loves us,
like in Romans 5:8. Then why
would He put these people in
this kind of condition?
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The wind blew past my cold,
bitter face as the gravel
crunched beneath my feet. My
heart was racing for what | was
about to experience: the boats.
I knew that my group and | were
going to make memories, but
just how long would they last? |
stepped aboard the boat after
crossing a stick that acted as a
bridge. Now my heart was beat-
ing faster, and the rain was
starting to pour down harder.
The boat started to row away,
and the buildings got smaller as
we traveled under the rain that
was now pounding on the top of
our boat. | sat down on a stool
that let me see the view of the
city more clearly. | saw other
buildings and some trees, and
then the strangest thing came
into view. Are those houses? |
thought | must be seeing things,
but when the boat moved in

closer, | realized that it was real.

People were living inside things
that looked like tiny little boats
that seemed to be made of

prayables

Ged iy loye
when you live in
love you live in God

and God lives in you

@ 1 John 4:16

wood. Do people actually live in
those things?

Then | saw people wandering
inside and jumping with joy as
they worked to help their moms
and dads. There was no sturdy
roof, but instead something that
seemed to be like a cloth. The
boats were lined up in a row,
with people going in and out
looking exhausted from all the
work they were doing, still
drenched by the rain that poured
down on their faces. Then | re-
ferred back to the Bible to get

mame
,"’i\‘ '

N
k)
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some answers to the question |
had asked earlier with some
firsthand experience. In 1 John
4:16, it says, “And so we know
and rely on the love God has for
us. God is love. Whoever lives in
love lives in God, and God in
them.” | was still worn out by the
thinking | had put into this one
question, but it was worth it.
Every person is equal, for we are
all human beings with blood
flowing through our veins, but
God has a different plan for all
of us. No one is 100 percent
sure, but what we do know for
sure is that God loves everyone
and all His creations.

After going on this mission trip, |
realized that | was very lucky,
and that knowing Jesus made it
even better. | hope that one day
| will be able to help kids in need
and preach the gospel. | hope
this group’s mission trip and the
message that we gave will live
on forever.
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hat are we doing

with our lives? |

had my idea, you
may have yours, but in the end,
what does it all come to?
Throughout all of my immersion
in the Bible and the church, |
have seen only one purpose for
our existence: to glorify God and
enjoy Him forever. This phrase
was never real to me, until | ex-
perienced firsthand the reach of
His glory to the ends of the Earth
and how He is joy and light in a
place of darkness.

Let me paint a picture for
you: In Cambodia, we visited a
children’s center where a small
staff in a small building minis-
tered to a group of kids who
would walk there from school and
stay well past sundown. The fur-
nishings of the center were lim-
ited to these: an AC unit, plastic
chairs and tables, miscellaneous
toys and books, and a rudimen-
tary projector setup. And we com-
plain about our First World
church buildings. Within 15 feet in
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all directions lay the real world,
close and tangible. Across the
narrow street, workers in flip-flops
loaded and unloaded trucks all
day, throwing around boxes of
anything, everything. To the right
and left, family-run shops sold
drinks, snacks, and whatnot, join-
ing the thousands of other fami-
lies scratching out a living in the
same way. Motorbikes and tuk-
tuks (small three-wheeled cabs)
shared the loosely paved road
with children half my age and
height in the blazing sun.

While they were there, the
kids at the center never stopped
enjoying themselves; whether it
was a jump rope, a Bible lesson,
or a crumpled piece of paper
wrapped in tape, they just never
ran out of energy, and the joy of
simply living on this wonderful
world shone amidst the poverty
and pain. Regardless of their situ-
ation, the glory of God was simp-
ly enough for them. They were,
strange as it is, more content and
at peace with the life they were
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living, the hand they were dealt,
because they had each other and
the Gospel.

When | found myself back in
a First World society and living
the same ol’ grind, something in
me had changed — something
not too big as to create a para-
digm shift, yet not small enough
to be ignored. | was, in a sense,
more content. | guess just seeing
the glory of God at work was
enough for me to realize how
much I've wasted and whined,
sitting in a relative lap of luxury.
In other words, if God was
enough for them, He is enough
for me. | pray this will become
true of our church body and our
world.

So what are we doing with
our lives? | know my answer, you
may know yours, but in the end,
what does it all come to? | now
believe with greater clarity and
conviction that our lives should
be directed towards the ultimate
glory of God, wherever that may
be.



S ince our mission trip to
Cambodia was a couple
months ago, | cannot recall every
detail of what happened, but

there is one thing that will stay
with me forever: It is gratitude.

In Phnom Penh, the capital of
Cambodia, | could easily see the
huge difference between their
living conditions and our daily
lives. We often take for granted
what we have (clean water, real
beds, single-family houses) — eve-
rything we “need.” While they
have nothing, they still seem to be
filled with an unending joy, while
we are filled with complaints and
demands for more.

In Cambodia, we helped a
community center founded and
managed by Ms. Marian and a
God-fearing couple. They have

been faithfully serving and sacrifi-

cially dedicating their lives for
many years to spread the Word
and love of God to the underprivi-
leged children and their families
in the community.

One day, | was invited to visit
Kanika’s home. Kanika is a very
sweet and joyful girl who comes to
the Center daily. | confess that at
first | didn’t want to go that morn-
ing; | wanted to “rest” at the hotel
to indulge myself until our pro-
gram session in the afternoon.
But now I’'m so thankful | did
make the visit. At her home, |
learned my biggest lesson.

Her home was made up of
two tiny rooms. Her parents slept
on a thin, worn-out mattress. She
slept in a hammock, and her
brother, Dara, on a bench. There
was a lot of merchandise piled up
on the bench during the day.
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Johanna (JoJo) Wu

(Their mom is a street food ven-
dor.) They shared a very small
bathroom with several other fami-
lies. Honestly, | would hesitate to
use that bathroom myself. | could
only imagine how they could live
there day by day.

However, even though her
family had so little, Kanika and
Dara always had beautiful and
genuine smiles shining on their
faces.

Looking back to my own life,
such a shocking journey to Cam-
bodia is nudging me to chisel off
my selfishness and list of “wants.”
With God’s help, | can fill my heart
with more gratitude for what God
allows me to have and not have. |
can then find true joy and peace
in Him, not through the enticing

worldly things around me.
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From the special family mission trip to Cambodia, what I learned
most was that even though the kids in Cana Glory Community

Center didn’t have much, they still chose to be joyful and thank-
ful with what they had.

Even though all they had was a crushed-up construction paper ball and a
jump rope made out of braided rubber bands, they could enjoy them for a long

time without any whining.

Their being so joyful also reminds me of 1 Thessalonians 5:16, which
says, “Always choose joy.” They really taught me to be grateful for what I
have.

It was sad leaving the kids, for it was just really fun playing with them.

I am also thankful we came back to Atlanta in one piece, but [ miss the
kids over there so much. From time to time, [ say their names one by one to

my family and remember the laughs we had together.

I want to encourage people in our church to pray for Cambodia and the
kids, especially that they can truly believe and follow Jesus Christ. no matter

what is going on in their lives.
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Dear ACCCN:

Happy New Year and greetings from Southeast
Asia! It has been about seven months since we
moved from California to our new place of ministry,
a predominantly Muslim country in Southeast Asia.
We are serving one of the largest Unreached
People Groups in the world, a group of about 40
million. While we dearly miss home and being with
all of you, God has been so good to us. We wanted
to share with you some of the highlights of our
ministry and some prayer requests. Thank
you so much supporting us.

Our organization has asked us to
focus on language learning as
our main “ministry” for the
entire first year of living here.
Why is this so important?
Missiologists have found that
language learning is the key element of
ministry that many workers in the field do
not spend enough time on, and therefore have
ministries that are not as fruitful as they could be.
We are excited to report that at this point in our
language learning, we are able to have meaningful,
heart-level conversations with locals. As of this
writing, we spend time each week in class 1)
reading the Bible in the local language, 2) reading a
Christian apologetics book specifically for the
Muslim context in that language, and 3) learning
about Muslim worldview and theology through
children’s books in the language. Though we still
have so much more to learn, even half a year of
dedicating our full-time efforts to language studies
has led to friendships with locals in our city.
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We are currently part of a team made up of three family
units and one single young adult, all sent out from
Epicentre Church. We have three official team meetings
per week: Sundays for house church, Wednesday nights
for intercession, and the men and women each have a
weekly meeting for fellowship. Additionally, our team is
also leading daily prayer meetings at 6 a.m. and weekly
evangelism outreaches in the city and hosting short-term
teams throughout the year. We participate as we are able,
since language learning and helping the kids adjust are
still our main focus.

We feel as though God has also opened doors

in unexpected ways for us to influence

o, various spheres of society. While we

. mainly envision ourselves as working

with villagers and working-class

locals, we have found ourselves

among all different kinds of people. For

example, we were invited to sit on the

board of our children’s school, which is

composed of very prominent business leaders in

our city.

Because most unreached nations now require creative
access, our plan is to start a business. The business will
function in two ways: 1) We want to connect tourists with
local adventure experiences our region has to offer (like
wakeboarding in a lake or riding dirt bikes up an active
volcano), and 2) we want to create a cultural exchange
program in which visitors can connect with locals to learn
about the culture, serve in villages, and build mutually
beneficial relationships. It is our hope to create jobs and
support the local economy through tourism. We do not
have a name for the company yet, but we will let you
know when we do!
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The kids are doing great. Micah (12) is the student
council representative for his grade and is on the
middle school basketball team. Just this week we
watched his first game and cheered our hearts out.
Isaiah (10) is doing great in school, as always. He is
in the swim program at school, learning the four
main Olympic strokes, and he is also in rock
climbing. Evie turns 6 this week and is in
kindergarten. She may have the most outgoing
personality of all our kids, so the transition to
full-time school has been fairly seamless. She also
swims and rock climbs. Emmie started full-time
preschool this year. While she had the most difficult
transition (at the beginning of the year she cried in
school and had potty accidents), she is now
blossoming socially and really enjoying school. Her
after-school activities include art and swimming.

Before this update gets too long, we would love to
share a word of appreciation to ACCCN. You are
very dear to our hearts and we thank God for you
every day. Thank you for faithfully praying for us
and supporting us through the years. Thank you for
partnering with us to bring the Gospel to those
who have not heard. It is an honor to be partners in
the Great Commission together!

Love,
Roger & Jessie Lam

Prayer Requests

1. Please pray for language learning. Our goal is to be
able to fully share the Gospel, lead Bible studies, and
have heart-level conversations, all within our first year
of study.

2. Please pray for our business. As mentioned above,
it is a necessary route for us to be able to stay in the
country long term. We begin the paperwork process
this month and hope to be done by July.

3. Please pray for our health. Pretty much everyone in
the family has been ill at some point, but Roger’s
health in particular has been hit the hardest. Please
pray that he can figure out how to stay healthy.

4. Please pray for our kids. They miss home very much
(especially their grandparents) and leaving the
United States to live in Southeast Asia isn’t an easy
thing to do. Pray that they will look back on this
experience and see God’s work in their lives, even in
the midst of hardship.
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Good and Angry: Redeeming Anger, Irritation, Com-

plaining, and Bitterness, David Powlison » 2016
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Sara Wallace, 2019

AR AR

Z - kanA

BB o B4 3

brar B Sara Wallace §Te+2 2 B icod to
,]ﬂ;gg},zé E g %Tnlv fa® e X
zé,sfiﬁ)a;wmsaéxr“:x @& A A

LEF T

o3 4

gk Lo F God's Truth

At A fe }%1‘,1;:&_1 Y Anxious Moms

*

A BFEL DT chT % o

p\.}pEl E] e W%‘"ﬁé ’ T’%‘f” %“i‘f’ "WFJ"U N
NS T R 2
- A EFaig

¥ < g7 David Pawlison

Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage: Critical Ques-
T P& RAGRIREITFERF rx{-ﬂ,j‘{;l?rﬁ BEo

tions and Answers, Jim Newheiser, 2017

ARG MASFENE o T AR R
wpas o hxgeowngenand - o3 MARRIAGE

i e L BERNREE T UREZ DlVﬂRCE AND

_ & fois 355w no w4 o REMARRIAGE
BT DR AL . .

4 Vo Rl R 2dr i B @
gD heie B e W AR W e 4L

FOORE A AR T OB e

&ré‘ ‘? w i?‘ _ »:r;g i'?’ ﬁ;&&é‘? ;?l )%L FOREWORD BY EDWARD T. WELCH
ﬁ*%ﬂT%’%#%9%€@%wmﬁ¥$%&@%¢
LOgNG R R S

GECE T2 S S

On Anxiety: must reads from The Journal of Biblical
Counseling, 2019
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Uprooting Anger: Biblical help for a common prob-
lem, Robert D. Jones, 2005
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Safe & Sound: Standing Firm in Spiritual Battles,
David Pawlison, 2019
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Child Proof: Parenting by Faith Not Formula, Julie Lowe,
2018
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UNCOVERING

SHAME
& GUILT

Loss: A Biblical Approach to Understanding
how God transforms our sorrows, CCEF
DVD Curriculum: Topical Studies for Indi-
viduals or Groups

Uncovering Shame & Guilt: How Jesus En-
ters Our Experience, CCEF DVD Curriculum:
Topical Studies for Individuals or Groups

IONS

Emotions: Understanding and Expressing
the Heart, CCEF DVD Curriculum: Topical N
Studies for Individuals or Groups

-

Growing Together: A Biblical Approach to

Fruitful Ministry in the Body of Christ, CCEF SRR
DVD Curriculum: Topical Studies for Indi- o
viduals or Groups

Psychiatric Disorders: A biblical approach
to understanding complex problems: Topi-
cal Studies for Individuals or Groups, with
David Powlison, Edward T. Welch, and Mi- | PSYC RIC
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chael Emlet. | ——n

O ot Kb W, i

Words of Blessing | March 2020 51



EREE

A Life in Christ

Shirley Ding i

ince the coronavirus outbreak, | have  grieved, heartbroken, and angry as a fellow pose” (Romans 8:28). We call ourselves
believers. What do we gain from it? Trust

and Obey. “The Lord sits enthroned over the

been monitoring the situation closely  public health professional.

for multiple reasons. | care about the

s Y s I s Y e Y e

0 people in my birth country, and as a public

[ health scientist, it is my duty to understand
[ and explain the situation to the people
around me. When I first heard that the eight
rumormongers were all medical profession-

s I s i e

I als, something did not sound right to me.

[ Later, we all found out from the media that

0 they were called whistleblowers. One of

[ them, Dr. Li, got unknowingly infected while

0 treating a sick patient.

0 During an interview, when

[ asked how he felt when

0 the police accused him of
spreading rumors, he

0 said, “I felt | was being

[| wronged, but | hadto

[ accept it. Obviously, | had

I been acting out of good

I will. | felt very sad seeing

[ Somany people losing

[ theirloved ones.” He was

0 looking forward to possibly returning to work
in a couple weeks upon recovery.

[ However, his condition tumed from bad to

[ worse in a few days. Less than a week later,
I Dr. Li died, leaving behind a pregnant wife

I and a 4-year-old son. To me, 2/6 marked

[ the darkest day since the outbreak. | feft

I

2 e e e Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e O e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e i e e

Later that night, while | was doing BSF
homework, God reassured me with His
word: “Therefore, among God’s churches we
boast about your perseverance and faith in
all the persecutions, and trials you are en-
during” (2 Thessalonians 1:4). The next day,
my BSF leader sent me a devotion shared
by one of our group members. A sentence
stood out to me: “Sometimes the situation
might seem too tragic to yield good, but if we
continue to pray, study
scripture, and be patient,

Romans 9:33
Asitis written,
Behold, | fayinZiona
stumblingstone and rock of
offence: and whosoever
believeth on Him shall
not be ashamed.,

God will reveal His plan to
us.” So | prayed that God
would give me an answer.

“ Dr. Li was an ordinary per-
son and a loving husband
and father. He cared more
about the infected people
than about clearing his
own name. Never avenge
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God
(Romans 12:19). We probably will never find
out why God did not heal him, but we know
that his death has touched numerous peo-
ple’s hearts. God’s thoughts are higher than
ours (Isaiah 55:9). “All things God works for
the good of those who love him, for those
who are called according to his pur-

52

flood; the Lord is enthroned as king forev-
er” (Psalms 29:10). Two thousand years
ago, Stephen, full of God’s grace and power,
was stoned to death after delivering a pow-
erful sermon. It may seem to us that God
called Stephen home prematurely (in our
limited minds). But before his death, Ste-
phen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. He said, “I
see heaven open and the Son of Man stand-
ing at the right hand of God.” While they
were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit.” (Acts 7:55-56, 59).
| guarantee the scene must have been
etched deeply into young Paul’'s mind, so
that he later wrote to Timothy, claiming that
“I have fought the good fight, | have finished
the race, | have kept the faith” (2 Timothy
4:7). 1am sure Paul will receive a “Well done,
good and faithful servant” from our Lord.
How about you and me?

2/9/2020 Atlanta, GA
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Trust and Obey

To obey is '
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Aaton Chow

Hi, my name
is Aaron Chow,
% and this is my
%) testimony.

b All my life I
—|was raised in the
@ |church, with my
| parents and my
brothers being
devoted  Chris-
tian. Growing up,
I never took
church very seriously, thinking Sunday
school and worship were boring. The on-
ly reason I was even there was because
of my parents.

BASEBALL

PERF ECT GAME

However, when I was in seventh or
eighth grade, my dad became children’s
ministry deacon, drastically changing
my attitude towards attending church.
With my dad being deacon and my mom
recently becoming the children’s
ministry director, my whole family
began becoming more involved in the
church by helping run the children’s
ministry, and through this my faith was
changed drastically.

e EEE R E R E O O O O O O OO O T TR E T T
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Through my involvement in the
children’s ministry, I developed a
passion for serving in the church, and
I began to take my faith much more
seriously than I had when I was
younger. Attending Sunday school
and helping my parents with the kids,
I started to see that I actually enjoyed
going to Sunday school and praising
God, and that I actually wanted to be
there despite my parents.

As I continued to mature
through the years, especially when I
went into high school, I felt that God
played a HUGE role in my life when it
came to getting me through daily
struggles and providing me with the
friends and family that truly make my
life so special. My parents have both
been influential in my growth with
God, and I can’t thank them enough
for the lasting impact their devotion
to the church has had on my life.

With all the blessings God has
given me, I realize that I am unworthy
of all He has given me, from the roof
over my head to the people He’s put
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The Baptism of The
Holy Spirit
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into my life. I also realize that it’s His
love for all of us that makes Him truly
worthy of all praise. Before I knew
Christ, I was a moody adolescent who
didn’t know how to treat my own family
members and who acted selfishly and
ungratefully, even though I had been
blessed with so much.

With Christ, even though I may fail
to see it sometimes, I have gained a
greater understanding of His love and
grace for all of us and truly seek to be a
better person, not only for the people
around me but for the one true King.
And through Christ, I truly hope to
become a more devoted servant of God
as I continue my walk with Him and
publicly announce my faith in Him.

Matthew Lei

name is Mat-
thew Lei. I'm a &= _
15 year old
sophomore
from North-
view High
School, and to-
day I want to
be baptized.
Finding the
right time and \ga
reason to be
baptized was far from easy, yet I pray
this testimony will prove just how im-
portant God is in our lives and how He
works in mysterious ways.

Like a majority of people in this
church, I was born into a Christian
family that both loved God and made
my siblings and me go to church since
we were about two years old. I
learned about the main stories of the
Bible, like the life of Christ Jesus,
Adam and Eve, the devil Satan, and
many more. Up to around fifth grade,
God’s spirit helped me to be really

R E R R O O O O s e O O T TR EE T
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interested in going to church, and I was
one of those kids who would be in class
trying to listen and to finish the assign-
ments. Needless to say, God was helping
me grow during those days.

However, when I got to late ele-
mentary school and into early middle
school, it seemed as if the Lord was test-
ing my faith, and I started getting skep-
tical of His existence. For one thing, God
tested me even more, such as when I
thought of the Big Bang and evolution,
and His spirit remained with my parents,
who both acknowledged that science yet
tried to persuade me to believe. For
those few years, I was very distant from
God, and I wondered whether I should
give up on Christianity. I was rude to my
family members, especially my brother,
as I was too short-tempered to listen to
their arguments.

While I am not com-
pletely sure how the
Lord convinced me of
his presence, I know
He was actively work-
ing in me during my

e EEE R E R R O O O e e O O O T TR E T T

seventh-grade year. The cause was
most likely when I started going to
the English service and meeting Scott.
I was and still am blessed to have met
him and the pastor, who was Pastor
Eric at that time, as God was definite-
ly with them and helped me com-
pletely change my view on Christ. The
Lord prompted me to constantly ask
both of them questions, and they re-
sponded truthfully and well enough
that I was interested to learn more
about the one who saved me from my
sins.

Through my thirst for
knowledge and understanding of how
broken I am, yet Christ still died for
me, which saved me, I finally decided

B35 | —0=05%=A
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to believe in Him and thought about get-
ting baptized. Still, while my parents
were glad I wanted to accept him, they
thought I was too young and should wait
a few years, and so I waited, even though
it is a cliché for parents to tell their kids
that they should wait until they are older.
Nonetheless, I believe the Lord has cho-
sen this perfect time for me, as I am not
the exact same person now after believ-
ing after Christ. The Lord has given me
self-control and patience, which I still
need to develop with everyone, and His
spirit within me has recently given me
the courage to talk to others about their
religion and possibly even attend the
church service, such as my old friend Vic-
tor. Also, at night, I make a prayer, even
if it's very late, about troubles with my
family, as well as giving thanks. I think
I've come a long way.

Now, before this testimony be-
comes a Hollywood movie with a depress-
ing opening and a happy ending, along
with a sweet ribbon tying the story all to-
gether, let’s be real: If even God’s great-
est prophets and kings committed terri-
ble sins after knowing and experiencing

God,
NEFOR®

there is still work for us all to do, un-
less you're either perfect or the devil.
When Jesus ascended into heaven, the
Lord states we should always expect
obstacles in our paths. However, God
states that He will be with us through
it all, so we must persist, and we will
find rest in Him. God has revealed
Himself to me, and I cannot turn
back. Thank you.

o
GenesisFu .. ..,
name is Genesis
e Fu, and I am a
sophomore at
Denmark High
11School. I was
born into a
Christian home,
it was basically
5 engraved into
my brain that I
believed in God.
I went to church
every Sunday until it was just a rou-
tine. I never thought much about
what Christianity meant, or what Je-
sus was supposed to mean to me.
Then, in seventh grade, I started
coming to youth group, and I actually
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began to pay attention in Sunday school.
Here, I was shown the seriousness and
importance of Christianity, but I did not
do anything to try to grow in my faith,
because I thought that I was fine where I
was. At some point, I was asked if it was
well with my soul, if I was at peace with
my relationshipwith God. I thought about
it, but only for the sake of answering the
question.

The first retreat I
ever went to was the
summer Shocco in 2018.
I thought that I had hit
a spiritual high, and I
was so motivated to
grow in my faith, but
when I got home, I
found myself being unproductive and dis-
tracted by useless things.

Fast forward to freshman year. I
became really stressed with all my
schoolwork, and so I got migraines al-
most every day, and I was always tired no
matter how much sleep I got. My rela-
tionship with God then was basically non-
existent. I still attended church every
Sunday, and I even joined servant team,

but God was not my number-one pri-
ority.

That summer, I went on the
Whirlwind mission trip, and it gave
me a new perspective into the lives of
people who were very different from
me. Kids around the age of eight or
nine in positions less fortunate than I
had so much hope and trust in God,
and here I was, not even able to open
my Bible and read it.

Later that summer, I went to a
camp, but it was not a Christian one. I
had entered the camp with a strange
mindset that it would be the same as
Shocco, but it was so far from it, as I
realized after the camp ended. The
people were generally nice, but there

’))(( YA« ’( i@% (\( Who hao

Delicyed™ |,
oidhelp Higw

) ))‘unliS(\

o ho@
LHF; (i15)

e EEE R E R R O O O e e O O O T TR E T T

64



The Testimony of Praise

The Baptism of The
Holy Spirit

were undertones of very strong cliques
(not that those don’t occur at retreats,
but it shouldn’t be happening there), and
there was so much resentment and tox-
icity among everyone, for reasons I did
not know. There was talking behind peo-
ple’s backs, even with the counselors,
who I thought were mature enough to be
role models. I remembered that these
counselors and participants were chosen
based on worldly values, not Christian
values, and I later resolved that I did not
want to be a part of this material world.

Then, sophomore year arrived, and
I was scared about my classes. I had been
stressed last year, and now I was taking
even harder classes. For the first month,
school cruised along fine, although head-
aches were still frequent. I began a Bible
reading plan in September, and I have
been keeping up with it. Fall break came
and went, then I had a migraine every
day for the next straight week. I decided I
could not keep living like this. I prayed
for a change, and I got one. I started to
let go and let God, and I prioritized Him
above my schoolwork. My migraines
came less frequently, I did well in school
without having to feel stress, and I began

to feel the love, peace, and joy that I
know only God can bring. Worship
was more than just words and music.
For once, it was well with my soul.

Scott suggested I take baptism
class. I thought, “Why not? I'll know if
I'm ready for baptism.” And now I
know I am. I was saved when I put my
faith in Jesus, who has everything in
His hands. I should not worry or be
anxious over trivial things when Jesus
has already conquered the world. He
has already won the war, and I'm
aiming to spread that word to my
peers by loving others the way He
loves me and through casually slip-
ping Jesus into conversations.

Thank you, and God bless!

The Baptismnn of the
]H[(O)][y Spftll’ﬁlt

The Father’s Promised Gifit to Hiis Childiren
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The Testimony of Praise
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From the editor
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Dear brothers and sisters, &_

Recently, the Novel Corona Virus has spread from Wuhan all
over China and even to the whole world. Since | grew up in Wuhan, | watch
all kinds of virus news and pray for the people in Wuhan and for relatives in
China almost every day. On Feb. 8 when | heard that my Wuhan Universi-
ty Alumnus Dr. Li Wenliang had passed away, | was so angry and sad and
decided to take a half-day off to fast and pray. Before the Lord, | cried out
for the unjust “rumor” case of Dr. Li and felt the pain of many Chinese as a
result. After a while — I did not know how long — my tears dried up and
my words were used up. My heart was still sunk in the blues.

Coincidentally, to prepare for the Sunday school class of eighth-
graders, | listened to Nehemiah Chapter 1. After Nehemiah heard
that the wall of his hometown, Jerusalem, was broken down in
ruins, he wept, fasted and prayed to the great and awesome
God. He looked up to God who keeps His covenant and steadfast
love and looked back to history by confessing the sins of the peo-
ple of Israel, including himself. Nehemiah's prayers started from
mourning but did not get stuck in the blues. Instead he stood up
to take responsibility and called to the Israelites again and again:
“Let’s rise up and build!”

Although the fatal virus has threatened people global-
ly, God’s people did not stop building all over the world. This spe-
cial issue of Missions has collected articles from missionaries glob-
ally and ACCCN brothers and sisters locally. Their stories all tell us that the
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases. and His mercies never come to an
end. The most touching story is about 2020 Cambodia Mission Trip Prayer
requests from CMI Pastor Chew. Fifteen volunteers from the United
States, Canada and Taiwan traveled a long way and gathered in Cambodia
from Feb. 6-17. They all needed to adjust to the time zone difference,
while some needed to adjust their blood pressure. They also needed to
adjust in a timely way to the strategy of sharing the Gospel to meet local
changesin order to cure the Cambodians’ bodies and souls. May the great
and awesome God who keeps His covenant and steadfast love adjust our
vision and heartthrough the threat of Corona Virus all over the
world so that we not only mourn for the deceased Chinese, but also
praise God’s eternal and glorious Kingdom. Let’s rise up and build!

Ling Qiu
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