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The Voice of Our Shepherds

HREHIEE

M |r§tltime to preachat ACCCN was in September 2013. At that time. | was in

theprocess of being called by regational church. The church had not
ma?é&g_mal decision. sincemle church had not voted yet. However.
Elder Franman illinsisted on inviting me to visit or at least preach at
ACCCN. So | came. | wehdered. what should | preach about in the first sermon?
After praying. | had the Biirden to preach the first chapter ofthe Book of Eze-
kiel. Some brothers shar i comments with me .
after the sermon. which was my first impression of
ACCCN.

This year's theme of our church is “Call of Jubilee” (Luke |
£18-19). These verses are Jesus' inaugural speech after
he assumed the post of Messiah! | have been preaching
the second half of the Book of Ezekiel (chapter 33-48)
andthe parables inthe Book of Luke. The

latter delivers grace. while the former

delivers churchrevival work made by the

third Person of God. Both kinds of Bible

versesare hard tounderstand and deliv-

er but fullof rich messages.

After Irepented and returned to the Lord in 1971. the first time | heard a Reviv-
al Conference was when Pastor Philip Teng came to Taipei to preach the Book
of Ezekiel. At that time. when | just believed the Lord. | heard the vision of
heaven's opening and felt the sadness of God's glory leaving Israel. However.
God's glory has returned to His peaple. which gave the audiences incompara-
ble comfort and inspiration.

Elder Chang invited me to preachat ACCCN again. since ACCCN had no pastor
from 2013 summer to 2014 summer. It was in June 2014 when | delivered the
story of dry bones coming alive from Ezekiel 37.

Inthe four years Pastor Huang served here. ACCCN underwent a big change
and new converts increased substantially. When | came here toserve last
October. | wondered if | should continue to preach the Book of Ezekiel. My wife
said. “There will be many people who would not understand if you preached
the Book of Ezekiel. Try another book of the Bible?” How-
ever. after praying againand again. | felt that people can
accept some challenges sincethey believe the Lord. And
it should be fine if I mix Ezekiel with the parables in Luke
and also the marriage and parent-child
messages of comfort inthe Bible.

We would not know the mystery if we

Pastor Paul Chang

did not dig into the Book of Ezekiel. the
prophet who interprets the third Per-
son of God. During this time. which was
more than ayear. | exclaimed how rich God's words are
every time when | read verse by verse in Hebrew. | remem-
ber the encouragement of Pastor Paul Shen in the autumn
0f 1985: “A preacher is just like postman. who should only
faithfully deliver the mailtothe receiver after getting it
from the post office. What is in the mail is not your responsibility. You only need
to faithfully deliver the mailto thereceiver.” However. the difference between
preachers and mailmen is that we need to pray to God for
passionto get the message from the text. And the most

A important thing is that we need to use contemporary words
'%Qtn faithfully bespeak the ancient text.

The Book of Ezekiel is the wholeBible's source of power.
ecause it contains the doctrine of rebirth. If John the Apos-
tle had not stated the meanings of rebirth in chapter 3 of the
Book of John. how much the New Testa-
0 ment would be out of focus. However.
0 we have to go backtothe 23 versesiin
[E mmm] Ezekiel 36 to have an in-depth under-
standing of this doctrine. which is
explosive and the source of power for

building God's kingdom and revitalizing
the church.

From the turning point of Ezekiel 33 (after the holy city and the holy temple
were destroyed). the vision. mission and action of God rebuilding His kingdom
were unfolded. Till the end of chapter 48. we see that the holy temple was re-
built. the holy peaple returned. and the holy city rebuilt. which is almost the Old
Testament version of the Book of Revelation.

God's words shall not return in vain. My prayer is that may the Lord use His Word
and Spirit to continue to build ACCCN up: even pray the Lord's Spirit would re-
vive His churches. When we walked in those medieval-style old towns in Ger-
many. it was like entering through a time tunnel into the era of Martin Luther
and other Reformers. That era was at the late Medieval. when Catholicism was
inits weakest and most corrupt status. Do you trust God that He would reform
andrevive His church? At that era. God set off an uproar of the great Refor-
mation. and then built Protestantism into what we
are now. and pushed history intoa new page.

Today is still in the Jubilee. The anointing of the Holy
Spirit is still working. He is continuously using us to
deliver the wordsto the people. set people free. and
enjoy the joy and richness of the Jubilee.
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October 2019
Dear mission partners,

“Reaching the Chinese to Reach Europe” became the
slogan for COCM at the turn of this century. What the
catchy phrase describes is twofold. We are responding to
God'’s call to share the good news of Jesus Christ with our
kinsmen, the Chinese diaspora in UK and Europe. Yet we
are not to stop there, rather our vision is to see Chinese
believers bringing the gospel to people from different cul-
tural and ethnic backgrounds in Eu-
rope. Over the years, we have been
doing much work among the Chinese
diaspora, reaching the Chinese and
helping Chinese churches to start
and grow across the UK and Europe.
Praise the Lord that many of them
are maturing and going strong. And
for the first time, we are ready to take
a step to push forward in the direc-
tion of “Reach Europe.”

For more than a year, COCM has
been partnering with All Nations
Christian College (ANCC) in the de-
sign and development of a training
course to equip Mandarin-speaking
Chinese Christians to better serve in a cross-cultural con-
text. On the 1st of this October, we kicked off the Engage
Asia 2 course with 11 participants coming from different
parts of Asia as well as from across the UK. They were
different in age, family background, life experience, and
spiritual maturity. But they all came with eager anticipa-
tion to learn about cross-cultural mission.

This week-long intensive course was taught in Chi-
nese and English, with part one on the campus of ANCC
and part two at the COCM mission center to give students
a chance to live in culturally different Christian communi-
ties. They also took field trips to visit places where
churches reached out to a multi-cultural and multi-

26 835 | Z0— L+ = A



Missions without Borders

A BFRG AT, T AT B A G e (T LA
B % LA R # a5k 2E, Ik T A ANCCHY 3 A A=
COCM#y & # + AR T L F sh, F 4 MLgEsn
AABRARFRE WA, BIRRAME S
@b P ey R, I A RaBR KEE. Bt
A9 B RARG & TEAG EMHKE, MK
K, FEARR LA ER,

BREHERGEEINTHEH LS HIA
who AR BB - — B FLIR A AL 6 S A BT
AR R K. A EICOCMAY 3 AT # %A B Ae B
0, ERMEALL RAEI R 2155 T Y
FIL EheA KE, K47 T2 3%,

VIEBON — A 2k T #H B R &, [2hebd A
PR SRR B T BN R ARG T RFF0
BXADKZFENES LM, HRE
NG RBFUREER, 2R 509A
Fadem, F RAed B, KK AP
IF 7 B SLAT — L 3 AL T #AY iR x\\/
B, TG BN G E A AR T AT
TR R e £ NB 5 #aT7). KM EL
BT AR O 2 EBE T T KA I, RiTRE
BRI fo R,

HARMG B GAEE, RAMERTHBHEESE
IR, RRAR A ERF KAVET Bf5 A
FETRGSHHRA L E ST TR T NHFHE.

S 309 P B K F 4 #9ReGenerations £ &
1% 210 A 31355 211 A 355 £COCM = ¢ P o B 47,

R LIS, 100215880, FETEN

www. regeneration. cc

5

12 EAZJLARME T4y
B TR
Lt

Words of Blessing | December 2019

me

i

~

27

HEHREBRF

religious population. In addition to lectures given by
ANCC tutors and COCM missionaries, through video
chat students heard directly from believers in other
continents about their suffering and hardship and
spent time praying for these countries. Evenings
were reserved for testimony sharing, intercession
for one another, and fellowship over a cross-cultural
meal.

All Nations Christian College has trained numer-
ous leaders for cross-cultural mission in the past. |
am happy to see the fruitful result of our partnership
with them over the past week. And | am excited to
see Chinese missionaries from COCM with enthusi-
asm and capability to play a leading role in prepar-
ing Chinese Christians to step into cross-cultural
mission.

Europe used to send missionaries to the world,
but now the world has come to Europe.

h. Immigrants including refugees and eco-

nomic migrants are pouring in. While
Chinese immigrants continue to arrive,
many more are from Africa, the Middle
East, and central Asia. | see a mission wave being
engineered by God in Europe, and Christians among
the Chinese diaspora are presented with unprece-
dented opportunities to join in God’s work. We
should embrace the challenge to reach Europe and
the world through cross-cultural mission at our door-
step.

Please pray for our team as we work with our
mission partners, that we will develop deeper friend-
ship as we seek wisdom and guidance from God
together for the way forward.

The ReGen Conference for English-speaking Chi-
nese university students will be held at COCM from
31 October to 3 November. Registration is open
online until 21 October. For more information
please visit www.regeneration.cc

Serving together in Christ
Rev Henry Lu

General Director
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New Mexico Miss

Shawn Luo

On our mission trip to New Mexico, | took
a lot of responsibilities. Being one of the old-
est in the group meant that | had a bigger
role in supervising the youth. There were a lot
of uncertainties, but God led the way. The
decision to go wasn’t necessarily mine, but |
needed to gain some more experience and to
become well equipped for being a youth
counselor. During this trip | learned about a
lot of things: going into the unknown, being a
leader, continuously loving others, and, most
important, finding out that nothing is too late.

Before leaving, | had some obstacles to
go through. | had a dream that | was not go-
ing to make it past the first gate in the air-
port. | started to get nervous on the day we
were to leave. When we got to the airport, |
received my ticket, but then | got stopped
because my name on the ticket was not iden-
tical to the one on my driver’s license. It took
a while to get through by changing the ticket
at the customer service desk. In the end, |
was eligible to access the plane.

Our destination was extraordinarily beau-
tiful. Surrounded by plains, deserts, and plat-
eaus, it was like we were in the middle of
nowhere. | was excited but nervous at the
same time. Going to a new place brings the
chills. | had some doubts of what the place
was going to be like and where | would end

up.

| was the driver helping to pick up youth
at a location called Azee to Deezee. | was
really nervous at first, because | didn’'t know
the place. Luckily, there were staff members

there to help me with directions.

The Navajo grew up in a harsh environ-
ment with a lack of water and financial sup-
port. They lead an intense lifestyle because of
the lack of food, health care and drinks.

One thing | learned is that the Navajo
kids are always joyful. | had great moments
with them. We hung around and had a great
time playing sports and activities. | picked up
a kid named Braden at DZ. He, his brother,
and his grandma got into the car. As we
drove, they told me of their living conditions
and how they felt. They were living in poverty
and facing a lot of obstacles. Some kids were-
n’'t able to have more than one meal a day.
Some had lost loved ones from kidnapping or
the lack of health care. Under these harsh
conditions, the Lord showed me a better pic-
ture of the reality behind their lifestyle.

The place brought back memories from
my first mission trip to Athens, Greece, in
2015, but this time there was no language
barrier. The kids loved to hang out and enjoy
their time at the BIC conference center. The
Lord used me as an example to give joy to
them. Along with other leaders and staff, |
was doing my very best to help their under-
standing the Bible.

We also visited elderly folks in nursing
homes. A woman named Bellma shared a
tragic story about losing her children to mur-
der and health issues. The discussion went
into great depth about her struggles, and that
was where it really hit me. Due to trust is-
sues, it was difficult to do so in front of
strangers, but | took a risk and asked God
sincerely to lead me through. After the discus-
sions, we laughed a lot and embraced one
another with love and caring. The Lord
opened my eyes so that | could see more of
these people, who struggle more than | do
but still enjoy life.

The end of our stay was difficult. The
kids brought a lot of love to us, an experience
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that gave me somewhat of a vision of being a
parent. It was even more difficult, knowing
that it was most likely the last time for us to
go on the New Mexico trip.

Overall, the trip was amazing. It definitely
sharpened my focus on being a believer to-
day. It helped equip me to be a youth counse-
lor. Thank the Lord, the trip helped me to lead
more comfortably at ACCCN. | now have a
stronger desire to walk with Jesus and to be
more consistent about leading small groups.
Even though we most likely won’t be seeing
the New Mexico kids for a long time, we will
keep good memories. Proverbs 16:3 says,
“Commit your work to the Lord, and your
plans will be established.”

God is great. Please pray continuously
for the Navajo in New Mexico, that their
church ministry grows. | hope that we made a
spiritual impact on their lives and that we
planted a seed that is now in the good hands
of the Lord. | would love to go back there
again. Understanding that it’s all God’s work,
| will remember this trip for a long time.

B35 | —0—F+ A
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Allen Pan

This year | attended the New Mexico
mission trip for the third time. Our team was
significantly smaller than in previous years,
which worried me, as the number of teens
and kids at the reservation had been increas-
ing. However, as the mission got under way, |
realized that things weren’t as bad as | had
thought.

| worked with the teens, and this year |
had the opportunity of meeting many new
people and learning from them. One teen |
remember was a guy named Joseph. Since he
was a very nonchalant yet smart person, it
was hard for me to get him to open up. The

first two days were quite uneventful when |
talked to him, but on the third day, he called
his brother, and through this | was able to see
his personality better.

His brother, who is much older, talked
about his experience at the BIC mission. This
interaction reminded me of how long this
mission has been here and how God has
provided for the Navajo through these efforts.
However, a main prayer request for this place
is that God does provide a long-term mission-
ary who is willing to work in New Mexico with
the Navajo.

Through this trip, | learned how to talk to
others more effectively in a way that makes

HEHREBRF

them feel comfortable and willing to open up.
It was also a good experience of opening
myself up and telling others of my story. Alt-
hough | didn’t realize it at the time, this trip
forged many new relationships and solidified
old ones, which | will hold on to for a long
time.

Overall, this trip truly displayed to me the
Lord’s provision and showed me how we
should trust him in all things. | hope those
reading this will pray that the Lord provides
someone to work long-term with the ministry
in New Mexico. Also, please pray for our indi-
vidual lives since we returned from the trip,

that we will continue to seek opportunities to
serve the Lord and glorify His name.

Debee Xing

experience made me more patient, since a lot of them
tested my patience.

This year was my first going to New Mexico. It was

super interesting and different from any other mission

trip | had been on.

God showed me a lot through that trip. For example,
when we were on the mesa, one of the boys from the SC
team fell off but was OK. This experience really showed
me that God is in control and is watching over us.

Before this trip, | was scared the kids weren’t going
to like me, but seeing that they actually wanted me to
play with them gave me a lot of strength. Sometimes |
was tired and didn’t feel like doing anything, but God
showed me how hard the other team members were
working, so | saw how slack and self-centered | was be-
ing. | learned to work harder and love on the kids. The
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Some prayer requests are for the New Mexico peo-

ple to continue seeking Him after we leave and for me to
keep learning from that trip.
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\ arm greetings to you!

We trust you are well and are
enjoying walking with our Lord
Jesus today! We are rejoicing in
His daily presence and grace and
faithfulness in our lives! He is

good!

Thank you for your continued
prayers and support. We appreci-
ate you and thank our Lord for
you and your partnership with us
in our lives and ministry!

We were hoping to get this up-
date out to you a few days ago,
but we were waiting for news on
the launch of our new LDHR.org
website that we have been work-
ing hard on for over a year. The
site is completed, and we are
very happy with it, but migrating
it over to our Cru server, where
we can open it up to the public,
has been a little more tricky than
anticipated. It is still not ready to
roll out, but you should be hear-
ing from us again soon with the
big announcement and a link for
you to visit and try it out.

L
cru'l

GLOBAL

‘ LDHR

In addition to our official LDHR
ministry with our work on
LDHR.org, our Global 360 Re-
view website translations (now
available in 13 languages with
six more on the way), and other
projects, we have some good
ministry opportunities here that
we would like you to join us in

prayer for.

We are continuing with our part-
nership with the Sacramento
Area International Student Minis-
try. Every month we participate in
the International Student evan-
gelistic dinner by providing rides
and interacting with the students
(many of whom are non-believers
from countries that are not easy
to reach). The dinners are usual-
ly on the first Friday of the
month; pray for the dinner to-
night (October 4), which is the
second dinner of the new semes-
ter.

Dennis just took over leadership
of the "seekers" class for Manda-
rin-speaking unbelievers who
come to church desiring to know
more about the Christian faith.
The desired outcome of the class
is to engage with the seekers/
pre-believers in presenting the
gospel message in order to help
them move toward making per-
sonal decisions of faith in Jesus,
leading to assimilation into the
church body for continued
growth in faith and service.
Please pray for Dennis and the
five co-workers in the class to
prepare well and develop good
relationships with the partici-
pants. Pray also for more seek-

Missions without Borders

s 62426

ers to come to church and join the class.

Thank you again for your faithful prayers
and support. We love you and appreciate
you!

Have a great day in Him!
Serving our wonderful Lord with you,
Dennis and Dang

(Hannah, Jeff, Theo, Micah, Arthur and Ste-
phen)
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fiello friends and family!

The fall semester is in full swing again, and we're excited about all the Lord is doing already! Our weekly Bible studies are GROW-
ING at Ringling College of Art and Design, New College of Florida, and University of South Florida Sarasota/Manatee, which is awe-
some! New students are coming each week, and many are seekers without any faith background! They're asking great questions
about God and faith, and they are welcomed by a community of students filled with the love of Christ.

Student Leaders =

This semester, student leaders we trained last year are stepping up to lead the
Bible studies, and we're encouraged that they're doing such a great job!

Doug (in red), grew up in a Catholic family, but he knew little about God's love for [
him. He came to our Bible study on campus, decided to follow Jesus, and got
trained in God's Word. Today, Jonathan mentors him as he leads the Men's
Group at Ringling College and invites others to encounter Jesus in the Scriptures. [
Lindsay approached Robynn, asking a question about salvation. They met one on f
one in the campus library, and other students started to join them. The Ringling
Ladies Bible Study was formed and meets weekly. Now Lindsay is co-leading the
group, where she encourages the women to follow Jesus and reach the campus
for Christ.

At New College, Alex and Cassandra are co-leading the weekly Bible study, which is an official club on campus called "New Life." At
New Life, students engage in worship through music, study God's Word, and hear student testimonies. We hold regular leadership
meetings with Alex and Cassandra to plan meetings, coordinate campus outreaches, and pray for the students.

At the University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee campus, Alex is president of "Bulls Who Bull-ieve," which is the Christian club
on campus where we have our weekly Bible study. Jonathan is meeting with Alex to train him in how to lead a Bible study on cam-
pus and organize outreach events to reach others for Christ.

Prayer Request

Please pray for all these student leaders as they are used by the Holy Spirit to teach the Truth of God's Word and reach others.
And please pray for the new students, that they would find the Truth, break free from sin, and discover new life as they trust
and follow Jesus Christ!

God's Kingdom is GROWING on these campuses, and we're super excited!

The Holy Spirit is doing a work and preparing the hearts and hands
of these students for tremendous impact, and your partnership is
critical in empowering and equipping them.

On behalf of our family and ministry, THANK YOU for being a part
of God's work on these campuses and for investing in the spiritual
health and growth of these students who are ready to reach the
world for Christ.

——T

It's a JOY and a PRIVILEGE to serve the Lord with you, and may He
bless you richly.

All our love,
Jonathan, Robynn, Jadynn, Jonathan Jr., and Evangelynn Rose
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Tori Comes Out of Her Shell: When You Are Lonely
(Good News for Little Hearts Series)

Author: Jayne V. Clark
Illustrator: Joe Hox
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e
Ag would like to recommend the

YAY book series “Girls of 622 Harbor
Yo View,” By Melody Carlson.
Yo These eight
books are
Yo very easy
to spot
because
s they all
start with the word
“Project.” | recommend
this book series because
it is inspiring, amusing to
read, and talks about
real-life problems read-
ers might encounter and ‘
solutions they could use. /

First of all, | like this
series because it is very
inspiring. It talks about

e four girls (later five) who /{
work very hard to com- 4
plete their goals. Some-
times, they have trouble
finishing their tasks or
have serious problems
with family and spiritual issues.

S When overcome by these fac-
tors, they go to God, so God can

Y help satisfy their spiritual needs.
These stories inspire me to pray

e to God for help when there are

v problems in our daily lives. They

P also encourage me to be more

e productive. For example, the

4 girls that live at 622 Harbor

Yo View, a trailer park, get involved

I in renovations and park clean-

- ups, instead of watching televi-

S sion and just being very lazy, as |

Y tend to do. Reading the books,

- which are about doing service

fun to read. The author is
. very creative and
r plunges the read-

By Michelle Luo

for the community and church,
makes me want to be more pro-
ductive.

In addition, this series is

eer into a

falTn@lrtzl

world of excitement and adven-
ture. The plot always thickens,
and it is sure to have a lot of
twists and turns. Every time |
read one of the books, | always
bubble with excitement. When |
finish one, I long for more of the
adventure that the series has to
offer, so | immediately jump to
another one. When | come to the
last book that | borrowed one
week, | cannot wait to go to the
ACCCN library to check out more
in the series. Another thing:
These books are quick, easy
reads for any middle-school girls.

| e
i ev I solutions to these

| am sure readers will enjoy the
series a lot, just as | do.

X

Finally, this series talks about
real-life situations people could
encounter, with some godly solu-
tions to those dilemmas which
anyone could use. In every
book, the main @ characters

have family or
spiritual issues,

and the series
describes realistic

problems. Readers can al-
so use these books as a
way of talking about some
of the daily life dilemmas
encountered in the series.
For example, when [ first
read about bullying in book
number one, “Project: Girl
Power,” | realized that if |
happened to get bullied, |
could use the book to help
me deal with the bully,
stand up for my friends, or
not get bullied in the fu-
ture.

In conclusion, | highly recom-
mend “Girls of 622 Harbor
View,” for other girl readers out
there looking for solutions to
their problems or just trying to
find a good book. The series is
very motivating, fun to read, and
helpful, describing problems and
offering solutions that can be
used in daily life. Borrow the se-
ries today
at the
ACCCN
library!
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How parents should
grow their child’s faith

Mg{' Dear parents of the ACCCN community,

2 e/
In this age of distractions ranging from social media to video games and everything in be- 11|I
tween, it is becoming ever harder for children and teenagers to grow their faith in Christ. E.:_, \
As teenagers move past their childish years, they start to encounter challenges and temp- )
tations along the way. Pressure from peers and parents begins to kick in, and it often over- ﬁ

whelms adolescents who have never experienced these sensations before. Sinful tempta- ¥
tions lurk inside school and all over the internet, creating a sense of confusion and uncer- i
tainty about who to turn to. Furthermore, this whole process goes on under almost every-
body's radar, including parents and guardians. For many teens, it is tough to share their
struggles and difficulties with counselors and, of course, with parents. This uncomfortable

standpoint leads to a much harder road for growing one's faith.

parent must show love and compas-
may help them with homework or
This will allow your son or daughter

To begin growing a child's faith, a
sion to the child. For instance, you
make them their favorite foods.
to understand and be thankful for your care. Although you may not see signs of your child
thanking you at first, continue to have patience. Once you can build an intimate relation-
ship, your child will listen to you more often and maybe go to church willing to serve God.

Of course, there will be inevitable dark times when your children turn away from you and
from God. During those times, please pray to the Lord so that He will change your child's
heart. It is up to God's will to decide the Christian path for your child.
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D id you enjoy your ACCCN Eng-
lish Sunday school class last

weekend?

@ h ... you didn't g0? N

]f that’s the case, then (
don’t feel that you're ' Q
an outsider, someone
who just isn’t in synch
with the rest of the con-
gregation. The fact is that most of the
adults and young adults at ACCCN
don’t regularly attend Sunday school;
some, it seems, have never been to a
single class at our church. There may
be 70 or 80 or more adults and young
adults in the worship service each
Sunday, but only 20 or so regularly
feel the need to take part in the class-
room study sessions that precede
that service.

]s this a problem? Do Christians
really have to go to Sunday
school? Isn’t it enough to show up at
church every week, sing hymns,
praise God, join in prayer and listen to
a good, strong sermon?

]t’s not likely. In fact, it's probably
not possible.

A
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Richard Matthews

W hat is Sunday school all
about, anyway? Obviously, it
can be helpful to new Christians who
are still trying to learn the basics
of the faith and the life lessons
they need to absorb. But what is
it supposed to do for people who
are already firm believers in the
Gospel and eager followers of
Christ our Lord? Let’s see if we
can figure that out.

T here are two main purposes of
Sunday school, and both of
them are more important than many
of us may realize — in both spiritual
and practical ways.

/ | ‘he first is to help believers un-
derstand their own faith better,

to have a firmer grasp on who God is,
who Jesus is, and who we as Chris-

tians are supposed to be. What would
it mean to be a “believer,” but not be
exactly sure what it is you believe in?

M aybe this isn’t a concern for
you. Maybe you are confident
that you do know what you believe in
and don’t need any further explana-
tions. To be sure, some of us know

more than others, but does any one
of us know all of it? Give yourself a

37
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little test:

1. Are you sure you fully understand
everything in the Bible?

2. Are you sure you fully understand
what God wants of you?

3. Are you sure you fully understand
what it means for a mortal human
to “be more like Jesus”?

]f you can answer all of those ques-
tions, truthfully, with a resounding
“yes,” then one can only say congratu-
lations, good and faithful servant. In
reality, though, few of us — if any —
could give that response with total
confidence. | know | can’t.

A second purpose of Sunday
school is to help you respond

effectively when non-believers ques-
tion or challenge your faith. You can
bet that they are going to have a lot of
questions, or even accusations; are
you ready to answer them accurately
and to defend them against counter-

arguments?
his is X
T likely to ‘
Sunday

happen when

you try to

spread the SChOO‘
Gospel to peo-
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ple you know. Think about these situ-
ations and how you would handle
them:

1. Many people are genuinely con-
fused by things they have heard
about Christianity, some of which
will be misrepresen-
tations, some hon-
est misunderstand-
ing, some real
points of difference
even among believ-
ers. Do you feel you are knowl-
edgeable enough about your be-
liefs to “unconfuse” them?

2. Many people don’t think they
need faith, so they won’t see why
they need Jesus or think that He
is different from all the other reli-
gious figures that are worshipped
around the world. Are you ready
to explain that difference, and
why it is the most important dif-
ference in this world?

3. Many people think that the Bible
and science are completely in-
compatible. Do you really know
enough about Christianity OR sci-
ence to show them why that’s not
a valid claim?

A Life in Christ

Yet he did not waver through unbelief 1%
the promise of God, but was strengthened in

his faith and gave glory to God,

being fully persuaded that

God had power to do what
" he had promised. 3y

~ ROMANS 4:20-21 (NIV)

S ound knowledge about Christian-
ity can also serve you well when
others ridicule or mock you for believ-
ing in “nonsense.” Many of these peo-
ple feel intellectually superior to
those of us who believe in God, Jesus
and the Bible. Can you give
them information that would
disabuse them of their scorn
and derision while showing,
through your Christian atti-
tude and behavior, that there
is nothing low or unintelligent
or naive about the belief that molds
your character and guides your life?

@ f course, no Sunday school
class - or years of Sunday
school classes - can guarantee that
you will get all the answers to all
questions or settle all debates about
contested matters within the Bible or
within the Christian faith. All of us —
pastors, elders, deacons, Sunday
school teachers, Sunday school at-
tendees — struggle every day to know
more. God is infinite, and knowing
God is probably infinite, too.

B ut having some answers is bet-
ter than no answers; carefully
studied and supported answers are
better than answers plucked out of
thin air. Understanding arrived at in
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careful group study by committed,
truth-thirsting brothers and sisters is
likely to be better than that reached
through silent, solitary seeking with
no way of checking those answers or
measuring progress.
We are commanded to study

God’s word and to follow Je-
sus’ example. Are we wise enough to
do that all by ourselves? Hardly. Even
those who have been in Christ for a
long time may still fall short of true
maturity in their faith. The author of
Hebrews criticized the recipients of
his letter in that regard: “For though
by this time you ought to be teachers,
you need someone to teach you again
the first principles of God’s word. You
need milk, not solid food.” (Hebrews
5:12) Knowledge of the Bible is not
something that is obtained at one
point in time; Christians must be
growing continually in spiritual wis-
dom. To do that, we need others to
ask questions we didn’t think of, to
provide answers that we didn’t find by
ourselves, and to help us work
through our own puzzlement and,
sometimes, doubt.

| L

Sunday school
Sunday

teachers don’t
know everything, SChOO\
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For God is working in you,
giving you the desire and the power
to do what pleases him. ,,

e

ot e you i i e it Sunday s

either, but they work hard to increase
their understanding and strive to
pass on what they have gained.

As one commentator said of Sun-
day school, “l get to ask ques-
tions, seek answers, wres-
tle with concepts, and get
to know others who are
also trying to live their
faith. It is like a support
group.”
S unday school isn't just
a place to learn what the Bible
says, although that’s of course cen-
tral to what happens there. Just as
important is that it can help us learn
how to apply our knowledge of God
and His power and His will. Many who
volunteer to teach are somewhat
more mature, so they can serve not
just as instructors but as examples. A
sister in our church noted that they
can even mentor students, “openly
[sharing] their struggles and life sto-
ries to overcome them by God's
grace. They could grow together and
encourage each other to be the disci-
ples of Jesus Christ.” None of this is
likely to happen if one tries to figure
everything out alone, without the help
and support of the family of Christ.

Words of Blessing | December 2019

Recently, the combined adult
and young adult library class
has been exploring — and probing for
understanding of — some of the “hard
sayings of Jesus.” It's been a fascinat-
ing exercise, one that has helped
many of us resolve some con-
cerns about what Jesus meant
and to redouble our confidence
that what He said is true, despite
previous uncertainties.

A re you perfectly comforta-
ble to read in the Bible that
Jesus said His followers should

“hate” their parents, spouses, sib-
lings and children? Does it give you at
least a little bit of pause to read that
He wants you to pluck out your right
eye if it leads you into sin? If you've
managed to accumulate some sav-
ings and are socking funds away for
retirement, do you worry that Jesus
said it’s easier for a camel to pass
through the eye of a needle than itis
for a rich man to enter heaven?

I[fyou've been going to Sunday
school for the past few months,
you are probably a lot less disturbed,
concerned or puzzled by those re-
marks than your fellow congregants
might be. These things may be hard
to understand at first, but they’re not
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hard to accept when we come to
know when and why they were said
and what Jesus’ real intentions were.
And Sunday school is where we come
to know those things.

At ACCCN, we need more people
to participate in Sunday school

— not because we want to put up big
attendance numbers on the back
page of the bulletin each week, but
because we want everyone who is
part of our church family to have eve-
rything he or she needs to be a ma-
ture Christian, who is fully cognizant
of what that title means and is fully
armed with the knowledge and com-
prehension that it requires.

G ive Sunday school a try. It's a
little like a flu vaccination. The
shot may be a bit painful at first, but
once the serum is in you, you'll live
more comfortably. Attending Sunday
school may mean the “pain” of get-
ting up earlier than we’d like on Sun-
day morning, but once the full dose is
in you, you can live forever!

* Richard Mat-

thews is ‘
ACCCN’s incom- Sunda‘/
ing English Edu- SChOO\

cation deacon.
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James Lu

T he Reformation Tour, led by Pastor Chang, was an opportunity to deepen my understanding of the history of
the Protestant Church and, God willing, my own faith. The visits to places important to Martin Luther and the
Reformation were certainly memorable. From the magnificent Erfurt Cathedral and the opulent Wartburg Castle to
the charming Bavarian towns of Rothenberg and Augsburg, our 10-day journey was a feast for the eyes (and the
palate). We saw tour guides dressed in monk and nun outfits, explaining, dramatizing and sometimes humorously
reenacting scenes from Luther’s life. We studied the many inscriptions about and teachings by Luther that were
sprinkled throughout monuments and museums of the Lutherstadte (Luther cities).
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Of course, this was not purely a sightseeing trip. There was a pilgrimmatic purpose, and | felt a need to search for
personal and spiritual connections, not just in space, but in time. Touring Luther's birth house and contemplating
his last prayer in Eisleben or tracing the same Wittenberg street where Luther might have marched on October 31,
1517, offered small, momentary glimpses into Luther's mind and soul. But for me, it was the people — descend-
ants of Luther and the Reformation — that held the greatest intrigue. They are the torchbearers. How are they do-

ing? ... | wondered.

By most indicators, modern-day Germany is a secular country. While 60 percent of its population identifies as Chris-
tian, only 12 percent displays a high level of religious commitments (measured by a combination of worship attend-
ance, daily prayer, belief in God, and a self-assessed importance of religion in one’s life). Between 2010 and 2015,
an average of 180,000 people left the Protestant Church each year in Germany (347,000 if one adds the Catholic
Church). There are 16 towns of special importance to Martin Luther. They form the Union of Lutherstadte. Our origj-
nal itinerary included 13 of the cities, but we ended up visiting nine. The most iconic Lutherstadt, Wittenberg,
where Luther preached and posted his 95 theses, is home to 50,000 residents and attracts 172,000+ overnight
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visitors annually. Incredibly, the 2017 Reformation Jubilee hosted by the town drew upwards of 2 million visitors. It
is easy to surmise that Luther and the Reformation are important to the economic health — perhaps the very sur-
vival — of Wittenberg and other Lutherstadte. But of the inhabitants of Wittenberg, part of the former East Germa-
ny, 15.1 percent are Protestant, 3.5 percent are Catholic, and the rest, 79.5 percent, are not religious. So what

goes on in the mind of a Luther look-alike, non-religious tour guide when he utters “My conscience is captive to the
word of God”? ... | wondered.

“My heavenly Father, eternal, merciful God! You have revealed
your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, whom I have taught,
whom I have confessed, whom I love and whom I praise as my
Saviour and Redeemer, whom the ungodly persecute, revile

and blaspheme. Take my little soul to you!” Afterward, he said
three times: “Into your hands I commend my spirit; you have
redeemed me, you faithful God. Yes, for God so loved the world.”

LUTHER'S LAST PRAYER, 18 FEBRUARY 1546

If the religious impact of Martin Luther and the Reformation appears to be waning, the cultural impact is profound
and flourishing, and the influence extends to the fabled German personality: direct, law-abiding and moralistic.
Indeed, Christine Eichel, a German author, asserts that "Much of what used to be typically Protestant, we today
perceive as typically German." The combination of Christian values without the faith as a way of life is not unusual,
but it is made more interesting in Germany given the ubiquity of religious symbols. Every one of the nearly 25,000
churches in the country and every other piece of classical music and painting is a reminder of the theological root
of contemporary Germany. But on our trip, the only people who stopped to acknowledge a church, an inscription or
a monument were the “pilgrims” and their tour guides; no locals lifted a head. This reminded me of a wonderful
nurse, born and raised in Maine, who took care of my father during his final months. One time, | brought an order
of lunch sushi for her as a token of my gratitude. To my surprise she declined. “Haven’t touched seafood since |
left Maine,” she said. “l ate so much of it as a child that | just got tired of it.” Could that be what has happened in
Germany? Is Germans’ irreligion simply a weariness resulting from centuries of the overbearing presence of the
church? ... | wondered.

Among the scores of Luther’s quotes that caught my attention on the trip, this one stood out: "Dear Germans! Buy
while the market is at the door. Gather while the sun shines and the weather is good. Use God's grace and word
while it is here. While you shall know God's grace and word is a travelling shower which does not appear again
where it has once been. ... And ye Germans must not think that you will have it forever; for ingratitude and neglect
will not suffer it to remain.” Where is the shower now? ... | wonder.
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ACCCN Reformation Trip

Favorite Places and Quotes
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Will I stand in your préséné
To my knees will 1 fall?

Will 1 be.
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the articles so early for December issue?” | explained, “Our co-
workers need two weeks each for four phases: first proofread, sec-
ond proofread, layout and consolidation. After adding a week for the
publisher at the end, we need nine weeks in total to complete the
whole process.” Now, at the end of the year, many companies ask
their employees to reflect on how to improve the efficiency of their
work? | am reflecting on how to improve our magazine.

Based on the principle that “co-workers have higher priority
than the work,” | would not shorten the period of proofreading and
layout, to ensure that our co-workers have sufficient time to balance
family, work and church services. Therefore, how shall | improve to
help our co-workers grow spiritually? Looking back in 2019, the most
shocking thing is the unexpected passing away of sister You Lan.
Many brothers and sisters still miss her a lot. What | miss the most is
chatting with her in a coffee shop. Those good times flew quietly
without my awareness but left lifetime unforgettable memories. She
has reminded me that talking face to face is better than texting back
and forth in WeChat. So the Holy Spirit who inspired her also in-
spired me to invest more time to talk in person. To help build up the
spiritual life of our co-workers, | will start by leading the discipleship
training of “Experiencing God” with two coworkers. | hope that more
co-workers, brothers and sisters, will build up a personal, true, en-
during love relationship with God, walk with our Lord every day,
serve our Lord every year and gain the rest, growth and hope in
Christ.

Thanks to the pastors, elders, brothers and sisters who support

9% 9 9 9B B 9 N N

E, us by sending articles in a timely way and for reading our magazine
WA KA e B Lk (BE) 89 % regularly. You are welcome to send your precious suggestions to the
H, AR, B EE. RN R mailbox enyu@accen.org at any time.
fg A& N, KB ® U enyu@accen.org. May God'’s everlasting love and Grace in our Lord Jesus Christ be
. s e s with you!
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