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The Voice of Our Shepherds

ho Calling to Be God's Disep

After He was baptized and tempted, Jesus started to preach the
good news from the kingdom of heaven and call people to repent. Later,
Jesus did a very special thing, which was starting to call his disciples to
follow Him. There are some questions about this calling that people may
wonder about. First, why did Peter, Andrew, James, John, and Matthew
put down their work immediately to follow Jesus? Second, what are the
differences between Jesus’ calling to his disciples and a rabbi’s appren-
tice recruitment? The first question relates to God’s authority, and the
second relates to the meaning of being the Lord’s disciple.

First, based on Old Testament background, when being called by
God to serve Him, the called person must put down everything to an-
swer God. For example, God called Abraham to leave his hometown and
go to an unknown place. By faith, Abraham led his whole family out of
Ur without any hesitation. When he was called to serve God, Moses left
his sheep and children in Sinai and went to Egypt by himself. Therefore,
as we read, though Peter and Andrew didn’t know Jesus very well, they
immediately left their nets and followed Him; James and John had
known Jesus in a limited way at that moment, but they left the boat and
their father immediately and followed Him. Matthew had a similar expe-
rience. When Jesus called Matthew to follow Him, Matthew was sitting
at the tax booth as a tax collector who might have a good income. Many
tax collectors collected extra money and put it into their own pockets. If
a person quit the job of tax collector, more than likely he would not able
to get the job back. Unlike Peter and Andrew, who could still be fisher-
men if they wanted to come back after leaving their nets, Matthew
could not get his job back after he quit it, since there would have to be
another person to fill the position quickly. Therefore, the disciples all
gave up their jobs and families to follow Jesus. Why did they want to
sacrifice so much to follow Him? The only explanation is that they be-
lieved Jesus’ calling came from God'’s calling. Jesus used God’s power to
call the disciples to follow Him, which is as same as God calling His serv-
ants to serve Him in the Old Testament.

Reflect on this: Do we, as Christians, immediately take action and
devote ourselves, just like the disciples, to follow Jesus Christ when we
hear Him calling, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men”? Do
we devote ourselves to spend Sundays to worship God and attend Sun-
day school classes; devote ourselves to love each other in our fellowship
groups; devote ourselves to love and respect our spouses; devote our-
selves to support God’s work financially. etc.? People in the world can
see Jesus as the true God with the greatest mighty power only when
they see Christians dedicate their lives to follow Jesus. Only Jesus, the
good and mighty Lord, deserves our dedication to follow Him. And only
truly valuable belief is worth our paying this extremely high price. If the
belief could not make us sacrifice anything or devote anything, it would
not be worth pursuing. Our belief in Jesus calls us to devote our lives to
Him — as Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny him-
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self and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find
it” (Matthew 16:24-25). Therefore, we should take Jesus’ calling
seriously and dedicate ourselves to being His disciples.

Second, rabbis in the first century would not go out to find ap-
prentices. In order to learn the Law of Moses, apprentices would
choose rabbis they liked to follow, or rabbis would choose out-
standing students to be their apprentices. It is said that when Rabbi
Sered was young, he would hide secretly near the door of the rab-
bi’s classroom because he did not have money to pay for tuition.
When it snowed in winter, he would shake his body hard. After he
was found, Sered was commended by the rabbi for his eagerness to
learn and was chosen to be an apprentice. So, at that time, rabbis
liked to find talented apprentices. However, when He called the
disciples, Jesus didn’t think about their capability, since Peter and
John were fishermen and Matthew was a tax collector, and none of
them were people with much knowledge. Apparently, when He
called the disciples, Jesus never took the disciples’ conditions as a
consideration. It seems that Jesus called the disciples to come after
Him first, and then, during the process of following Him, made
them truly know God and repent to leave unrighteousness and pur-
sue the righteous life, the one better than the Pharisees’.

When we think about today’s Chinese churches, we can see the
phenomenon that there are many called people but few chosen
ones. It is because some people think being baptized and making
the decision to come after Jesus are all that a Christian’s life in-
cludes. They don’t know that following Jesus is a prolonged, lifetime
process. We can know God truly, constantly repent, and desire and
pursue righteousness only when we follow Jesus continuously. If we
don’t, it would be like the seeds sown among thorns, which are
choked by the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches
and which prove unfruitful. What a misfortune! The Lord calls us by
His holy power without looking at our conditions. Whoever is called
to follow the Lord should treasure the calling, deny himself/herself,
and take up his/her cross to follow the Lord. We should take the
Lord’s calling seriously and make Peter, Andrew, James, John, and
Matthew, who immediately left the nets, the boats, and the tax
booth to follow the Lord, as examples for us. For whoever loses his/
her life for the Lord’s sake will find it. The way of being the Lord’s
disciple is a way of suffering to receive the glory. | hope this will
encourage all of us.
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Hee Sung & Lindy Shin
English Pastor

Hee Sung Shin (¥ #& £), ACCCN’s new English L F I L AFE AW B Z MR8
minister, comes to us most recently from our sis- bk o———5 k¥ (ACCCNW) % A &K1
ter church, ACCCNW, where he was English minis- Ho, SEEEBLYIPEELELfH

try director for five years. He earned a B.A. in Reli- SO R ST A
gion and Classics at the University of Rochester, » BRI F R

studied at Beijing Normal University from Septem- FRLFOF IR, ST 2007 9 A
ber 2007 to January 2009, and is currently en- %] 2009 51 A AR AL RIFIE KF S

rolled in Reformed Theological Seminary, working 3. ILAE AR E 2A  E SE A  Bf e

toward his Master of Divinity degree. He has o .

O Iy €es nes fro A0 AR A AR R 2RI AR A 2
been an InterVarsity intern at Cornell University, _ ] i
trained English teachers at Peking University, and (InterVarsity) %A 4. LR RFHL
served as project manager with the Kaifa Group, EINHIT, FHAENF R ANGIR B 25,
helping clients with Christian ministry projects in BYEPAEVTEREARHEL,
China.

WA Aty ZFHEE (RS
Minister Hee Sung and his wife, Lin Huihui (#& £

Lindy) B4 3ANJLF: ¥ g3
%), better known as Lindy, have three boys: Cal-

Calvin) 5 ¢ 3+ % (Theod
vin, who is 5, Theodore (Teddy), 2%, and Simeon, (Calvin) 5 ¥, £} (Theodore,
1. N Rl Teddy) 2 ¥ ¥, A=Y AR

(Simeon) 1 % .
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Lessons From Paul and Timothy
Hee Sung Shin

At the beginning of Paul’s second letter to Timothy, there is a

sweet and poignant section where Paul tells his young protege that he
remembers him constantly in prayer night and day. Paul not only prays
for Timothy but reminds him that his faith was passed down from his
grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice. In these few verses of Scrip-
ture, we see a glimpse into the beauty of family and the power of disci-
pleship.

Like many children, and perhaps no different from Timothy, | can
trace my faith to my mother. More than any great theologian, wonderful
pastor, or devoted friend, my mother has been the single most important
guiding influence in my life of faith. She is the one who first shared with
me the gospel and taught me to pray. She’s the one who discipled me to
memorize Scripture and commit to going to church. I still remember
coming home from school in the afternoon and hearing her praying fer-
vently and singing in the closet, albeit quite off-key! And who could for-
get how her faith kept our family grounded during times of difficulty?
Surely my personal faith is a gift of grace from the Lord, but | hold a deep
sense of gratitude toward my mother, who modeled faith for me since |
was a youngster.

No family is perfect, and the faith of a parent does not guarantee the
faith of a child. Yet, | see from Scripture that God intends for parents to
value and serve the family unto faithfulness. The Scriptures teach us in
Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is
old he will not depart from it.” This is what my wife and | long for, not
only for our own family, but also for the families of ACCCN. Lindy and |
hope and pray that our church would nurture families of faith. This is
partially why we named our three boys after men who gave their lives for
the glory of God. Our first, Calvin, is named after the 16th century pastor
and theologian John Calvin, who championed the cause of gospel refor-
mation. Our second, Theodore (Teddy), is named after Theodore Beza,
who was John Calvin’s friend, biographer, and successor at the chapel in
Geneva, Switzerland. Our third, Simeon, is named after Charles Simeon,
who preached the gospel faithfully at Trinity Chapel of Cambridge Uni-
versity despite fierce opposition. When considering our three sons, my
wife and | have no idea what will become of their lives. But we certainly
hope and pray that they would love the Lord and serve him faithfully.

Paul reminded Timothy that faith is often a family affair. In addition,
Paul’s relationship with Timothy assumes rightly that faith flourishes
within the context of discipleship. Timothy’s ability to “fan into flame the
gift of God” or “share in suffering for the gospel” flow out of Paul’s disci-
pleship of Timothy and commissioning through the “laying on of [his]
hands.” This discipleship relationship wasn’t just a transfer of infor-
mation or skill. It was a relationship of love and multiplication. In both his
letters to Timothy, Paul calls him “my child.” Further, Paul reminds Timo-
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thy that he is to “entrust to faithful men” what Paul
has taught in order that those men may also teach
others. What does this show us? Discipleship re-
quires many things, but among them are a deep
love and a long-term vision of multiplication.

So, | wonder: How would our church and com-
munity change for the better if we were actively
discipling and being discipled? What Christ-honoring
gospel ministry would we be able to take partin asa
result of a strong ministry of discipleship? In my life,
| am painfully aware that any good that I've ever
done owes primarily to the grace of God and sec-
ondarily to an investment made in me by older and
wiser brothers in faith. | also realize that they made
such an investment because they love me as Christ
loves them. | am eager to serve ACCCN that it may
embrace the powerful ministry of discipleship.

As Lindy and | consider what the Lord may have
in store for us at ACCCN, we are filled with what
some call “serious joy.” The challenges facing our
church are both numerous and weighty. Facing
them will require an earnest and prayerful approach
for the purpose of discerning God’s will. What’s at
stake is nothing short of the glory of Christ, who
rules and reigns as king of kings and lord of lords!
While the stakes are unimaginably high, there is
great joy in being called to serve as a minister. This
joy is unique among all pleasures of life. It’s like
hearing an echo from the future which sparks and
increases your desire for it. And this pleasurable
experience of desire strengthens and increases our
devotion to the
one who is the
source of all
good things —
our Fatherin
heaven. So,
with clear eyes
and a joyful
heart, let us
follow after
Him together.
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Jean Chow

As I look back in my life, | see so much evidence of

God’s love, grace, guidance, protection and provision. My family immigrated from China to the
United States in 1987, and we had very little. We did not know Christ at this point. God
brought my family to Savannah in late 1989. There, my mom met Pastor Peter Lin. Through
Pastor Lin, God’s Word was introduced to us. On September 16, 1990, God called my family
into obedience to be baptized together. | was 15 years old. | am always amazed at how God
brought us across the world to be touched by His Word and to serve for His glory. | continued
to serve at our local mission church until | moved to Atlanta in the summer of 2008.

Over the years, | have served God in many different capacities, not because | am able but
because He is gracious! However, Children Ministry has had the strongest pull on me. From His
Word in Proverbs 22: 6 (“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will
not depart from it”), in Deuteronomy 6: 6-7 (“And these words that | command you today shall
be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when
you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you
rise”) and in Matthew 19: 14 (“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me and do not hinder
them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven’”), | am constantly reminded of the im-
portance of teaching His Word to the children while they are young.

With our four boys, Tony and | try to abide by these teachings. When we came to ACCCN,
our kids naturally became part of the Children Ministry. We felt led to serve as Sunday school
teacher and worship leader. While serving, we saw the many needs of the ministry and the
many hands it takes to teach our kids each Sunday. We also
saw the great need for more servants to take an active role

\
Train up d Chlld in the ministry. Therefore, when | was called, | had no ex-
I N TH E WAY cuse but to submit in humble obedience to be used for His
he should go, glory.
ffiﬁ.ﬁ@{ Praise God! He equips the called (Hebrews 13: 20-21)!
o There is much to be done in the Children Ministry. Over the
and when hC LS Old years, as | served, | saw the need for teacher training and
HE WI I,I. NOT parent-child relationship building. My vision will be to ad-
departfrom it dress these two needs so our kids will benefit from a fruitful
Proverbs 22:6 Sunday school and children worship experience. To accom-
— —— plish this, it will take many hands working in unity.

Words of Blessing | August 2019 7
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Missions without Borders BB

This year has truly been healing and restorative for In this role, | plan to focus on international student ministry.
me, and I'm so grateful. It's been a year that | wasn't My experience in East Asia will greatly help me have an
expecting, but God has proven to be faithful in it. | impact in this context. There are students coming from
want to update you all on what will be my next steps  places all over the world who have little to no access to the
moving forward. gospel; they come to the U.S., and this is a unique

opportunity to share with them and then to send them back
I'll be staying in Orlando but changing roles with to their countries with the good news of Christ. This is what
Cru. I will be working with the campus ministry in gets me excited about international student ministry and
what is called the "Mission Expansion Coaching being able to coach leaders who are leading these

Center." This team exists to equip key volunteersand  movements.
student leaders to start and lead Cru movements on

their campuses in places where there are no Cru Not only am | changing roles with Cru, but I am also

staff. The vision is to equip more campuses so that beginning the Masters of Arts in Counseling program at
more students can know Jesus! | will be coaching Reformed Theological Seminary. God has opened the door
leaders to help them move forward in their for me to attend this excellent and unique program in order
ministries, help them set direction, give them to become a licensed counselor. This is something | have
resources, and answer - : wanted to do for years, and |

questions that come up ’ \

for them. There are
many campuses in the
U.S. that are
under-resourced and
not equipped for
ministry in their
contexts. From one
location, it's possible to
have an impact all over
the country in places
that have need! I'm
grateful to be a part of
what God is doing
through Cru on campus
and to have a chance to
use my ministry
experience and skills.

will begin this process
starting in the summer!
Please pray for me in these
transitions. Pray for me as |
start classes, that | would
have energy and intellectual
capacity for a new type of
learning. Pray also for my
new role with Cru, that |
would be able to engage
well with leaders and
provide insight and
direction into their
ministries.

In all of these transitions, |
am so grateful for your
consistent partnership with
me.

My life group from this year!
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Taylor Mission Report - 06 June

1. Many thanks for the many who passed on best wishes and assurance of prayers for our new ministry direction,
serving as eighth president of China Evangelical Seminary in Taipei, which the Lord is leading us toward in August
2020. Although it is still over a year away, we do greatly value your prayers for continued preparation of our hearts
and our spiritual lives, equipping us for this exciting and strategic role!

2. It was wonderful to have family members (including both of Jamie’s sisters) visit the Hudson Taylor Memorial in
Zhenjiang in early June. We were especially glad Jamie's mother, 88 years “young,” was able to join other family
members in this historical visit. Please continue to pray that the HTM will be used by the Lord to stir many hearts
to be dedicated to the Great Commission.

3.Juneisa busy month of travel and speaking. In addition to our family trip to Zhenjiang, Jamie was down in
Singapore/Malaysia for a mission camp; over to Thailand for a strategizing meeting of an in-country mission
agency; on a weekend trip to the Philippines to speak at a church’s mission conference; and then over to Hong
Kong for OMF leadership meetings. Pray for His enabling in the midst of travels and meetings!

4 ror Mimi, June will be a month filled with preparation for a busy July, including three different trainings. Pray
for quality preparation time, safety in travel, and smooth arrangements of training logistics.

5. Pray for three colleagues joining our team this summer, especially for J/P as they arrange for a sponsorship for
their daughter (going into 12th grade) in their home country as well as smooth settling of their son into a local
international school.

6.0n the family front: Praise the Lord for a safe trip for JT and McKenzie back to a summer in the UA; praise the
Lord for a good job environment for Selina at Gordon College; praise the Lord that Joy has settled well in her
summer church internship in Scotland. Joy’s weekly prayer letters have been a great encouragement for us!
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June 2019

Dear mission partners,

We live in extraordinary times. The world is
changing fast. Here in the UK, Brexit has dominated
the political landscape and now the government is
grinding to a halt. Unable to break the Brexit im-
passe, British prime minister Theresa May abruptly
announced her resignation and said she would step
down as Conservative party leader on 7 June. The
British people are desperately looking for someone
who can lead the country out of the current conun-
drum.

Without a clear vision, it is impossible to set the
direction to move forward. After 40 years of wilder-
ness wandering, a new generation of Israelites
needed to review their past and be given a vision of
the Promised Land before they crossed the Jordan
River. Likewise, we need to review our past and re-
new our vision after we journey with God in the mis-
sion field for a period of time. In 2009, the COCM
team came together and prayerfully sought God’s
guidance for us to go forward. We laid out our vision,
mission and strategy while being on the lookout for
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God’s continual guidance along the way.

During the last week of May, the COCM staff
team, council members, and some key supporters
came together at our annual retreat to seek God’s
guidance once again in how to face the new chal-
lenges and move forward. We had five fruitful
sessions to renew our vision, recommit ourselves
to the mission God has set for us, and rethink the
mission strategies.

I am extremely encouraged to see the amaz-
ing people God has added to our team to serve in
the UK and Europe mission field. Among them
are those who have spent many years serving
with COCM, some have retired but still actively
participate in our ministry, others are going strong
and steady. And there are many new and younger
workers eager to get involved in pioneering minis-
tries, not to mention the babies born into our big
family (and more on the way). What a team we
have!

Serving together in Christ
Rev. Henry Lu
General Director
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Library New Books

Christian Heroes Complete Set (Books 1-49)

Author: Janet & Geoff Benge

Publisher: YWAM Publishing

Description: Enjoy the entire series of Christian Heroes: Then & Now.
The whole family will treasure these biographies for years to come.
Each true story in the series by outstanding authors Janet and Geoff
Benge will be read over and over by adults and children alike (written for age level ten years and up--adults love them just as
much). These exciting, challenging, and deeply touching true stories chronicle the lives of ordinary men and women whose trust
in God accomplished extraordinary exploits for His kingdom and glory. Readers of all ages love these fast-paced adventures that
take them to the heart of a nation, an era, and what it means to live a life dedicated to serving God and those He loves.
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ERNEF
Katelyn Shan

Throughout the Nashville Mission
Trip this past spring break, God
taught me many new things that
transformed my life and allowed me
to view and understand the world
through a perspective much like His.

During one of the days, we did an
activity called
Urban Expo-
sure, where
we walked
around down-
town Nash-
ville and did
tasks assigned
to us. It was
truly amazing to see how beautiful
the city is. We got to have lunch with
a homeless man and to talk to him
about his life and his relationship
with God. After the conversation, my
perspective on the homeless
changed, because | realized that the
homeless are really no different than
we are.

At mission sites where we helped
in soup kitchens, it was really nice
that we got to help provide a meal to
others. When | was helping to pre-
pare the food, | realized that the

meal | was working on could possi-
bly be the only meal for many; that
understanding helped me realize
how fortunate we are, since we
never have to worry about not hav-
ing a meal or enough money to buy
food.

Not only were the mission sites
life-changing, but after we got back

from serving, we worshipped with

each other at the church, and | felt so
different. | felt as if God had changed
me each day throughout the mission
trip, and every day | was able to learn
something new about how | could
serve others and share the Gospel
with people who do not have as
strong a relationship with God. God
taught me to always serve others and
to look at the world through His per-
spective.

Since I've gotten back from the
mission trip, I’'ve never felt more mo-
tivated to share with others my expe-
rience and to pray for those who may
be struggling to have a relationship
with God. | feel that every youth
should have a chance to go on a mis-
sion trip like this one, because God
will truly change their lives and help
them to understand and look at soci-
ety in a whole new way. | hope that
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the church can pray
that | and my broth-
ers and sisters will
not forget the experi-
ence we had during
this mission trip, and
that we will continue
to serve God and
share His word. | also hope that our
church can pray for the mission sites
we went to and that the people we
served and got to talk to will be able
to grow closer with God and help
build a better life for themselves.

Joyce Huang

Nashville 2019 was a life-
changing experience for me. Starting
from day one, when we went to
serve at Loaves and Fishes, | saw God
in each and every person | met. From
the other workers and volunteers at
the shelter to the homeless looking
for a meal, | could see their faith in
the Lord, and through their stories, |
could see how God worked in them.

While serving at multiple home-
less shelters and hearing everyone’s
unique stories, | became inspired and
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motivated to continue working and
not to complain. While the locations
that required us to do yard work
seemed tiring and challenging, espe-
cially when | was tired from serving in
the morning, | continued working,
because | knew it was all for His glory
and His name. | believe that God
used this trip

to humble me

and build me

back up again

into a better

person.

After this
trip, | became
more aware of
how different
my life is com-
pared to those of some of the people
of Nashville. This trip made me real-
ize how fortunate | am to not have to
worry about where my next meal will
come from or where | will stay the
night. | tried to stay conscious of
these blessings, to complain less, and
not take anything for granted, know-
ing that some people may not have
what | viewed as a necessity.

| ask for prayers for spiritual
growth in both me and my team; for

prayers that | will be more conscious
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of the world around me, and not
only Johns Creek; and for me to
be less materialistic and to keep
in mind that what | take for grant-
ed may be someone’s goal. | ask
for prayers for the people of
Nashville: that the homeless we
met will find a place to call home,

that the other volunteers will contin-
ue serving the Lord, and that every-
one will continue to follow His plan,
and continue to grow closer to Him.

Grace Yang

Nashville was really eye-opening,
since | haven’t really seen a lot of
homelessness in Johns Creek. | real-
ized how privileged | am. | was really
amazed by all the stories the people |
met told me. Even though they had
lost so much, some of them still had
faith in Christ.

There was one man | saw sitting
on the side of the road and holding
up a sign, asking not for money, but
rather for prayer. It made me think
that he valued God more than mon-
ey. It reminded me that | should al-
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ways trust in God

\ to provide me with
what | will need
and also reminded

me that the most

important thing in
my life should be

God and speaking
to Him through

prayer.

| also got to see a bunch of peo-
ple working really hard to help others
and to see God sort of working
through them to spread His love and
His word. There was one woman we
met who dedicated so much of her
time to helping others. On Monday
evenings, she helped prepare food
for those who needed it, and on her
way back from work, she would talk
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to some of the homeless people she
passed by. | felt like she was serving
God well and that she displayed the
qualities of a faithful Christian. | grew
more open and less judgmental
about people | saw on the streets.

Nashville changed my mindset
and was a great experience. | hope
our church can
pray for the min-
istries we went
to, like Papa’s
Place and People
Loving Nashville,
to grow and be
able to help
even more peo-

ple.

Allen Pan

This year, on my fourth Nashville
Mission trip, the main thing | took
away was the vast amount of change
that has occurred throughout the
past few years in that city. Tons of
new buildings have emerged since
my first trip in 2016. However, it was
the change in ministry sites that |
have visited that surprised me.

One of the most significant mo-

ments of this trip was when we
worked with a group called People
Loving Nashville, who make food and
give it to the homeless in a plaza.
When | attended four years ago, Peo-
ple Loving Nashville was a relatively
small group, comprising maybe eight
to ten people, who made food in a

rundown building that had a kitchen.

This year, they had moved to a big
new church that had much more
room, with about ten more weekly
volunteers. In addition, the plaza
where we served the food was great-
ly improved. The people had estab-
lished a shower truck where home-
less people could take free showers
and clean up; several people also
consistently came to give free hair-
cuts to those in need.

Looking back on this whole expe-
rience, it is incredible the work God
has done these past four years. It just
goes to show how He is always work-
ing and moving, even if we don't al-
ways see it immediately. Another
thing | took away is that one doesn't
have to be a missionary to live life on
mission. The majority of people who
served at the ministry sites were vol-
unteers who gave up their free time.
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This led me to think
D about how much

more | could serve
within my own com-
munity, whether it
was at a soup kitchen
or within the walls of
my school. In all, this
trip was very eye-
opening and showed
me how God is always moving and
how one can serve anywhere and
anytime.

Joanna Chen

My Nashville trip was interesting
and very eye-opening in many ways. |
was able to see how strong-willed my
mother is, and that the effort that
she is willing to put into helping me
achieve academic success in combi-

nation with her desire for adventure
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can be harrying. | saw that faithful
involvement in the Nashville commu-
nity is huge and growing. But most
importantly, | saw that several of the
folks that we were serving were
thankful, gentle folks who had sever-
al qualities that we back at home
could learn from.

While several of Nashville’s in-
habitants (both
homeless and
not) were
clearly aware
of and knowl-
edgeable
about the
Christian faith,
whether they
truly believed
in the Gospel
was another story. Of course, it was-
n’t our job to completely turn the
people that we served during our
stay; our job was merely to serve
them with the love and help of the
Lord. In doing so, we were able to
hear the stories of several of the
homeless and needy people in Nash-
ville and learn how they came to be
where they are. After talking to sev-
eral of them, | found that it wasn’t
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very hard to please them. Their eyes
would light up simply from seeing a
friendly face and a smile, or just from
being acknowledged.

During one of the activities, we
got to see just how large the home-
less population was in Nashville. We
talked to some of the homeless folks,
visited the library, walked around,

0
L
@ Re ) the sort, but rather with a
\ ec rush that fills me with
| excitement for further
', r participation in the
/ church. Although it is

and were reminded that, even

though we were on this mission trip,
our purpose wasn’t to change any-
thing about the city or the lives of the
people in it, but rather to be a part of
the change that was occurring, a
change that had been happening for
several years now (if our church’s
participation in Nashville is anything
to go by). | must say, | am incredibly
grateful and honored to have had
such an experience and to serve the
community and obey God’s com-
mand in such a way; | enjoyed myself
on the trip, | made some smile (even
laugh), | was able to develop a
stronger bond with my brothers and
sisters in Christ, and | was able to
strengthen my relationship with God.
What more could | have asked for?

The Nashville mission trip is one
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that | look back on not

with regret or anything of

still the summer before

my senior year, | already

plan on attending more

of the mission trips next
year, wishing to bear witness to the
things that God is doing and will con-
tinue to do for the several communi-
ties that the youth of our church
serve. | can’t wait to see what God
has in store for our future.

Debee Xing

During Nashville, God opened my
eyes to see how serious the issue of
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homelessness is, not just elsewhere
in the world but in each state. He
also showed me how much | need to
stop with my roasting and joking
around. | need to show more love to
the people around me.

During Nashville, | got to see how
much difference organizations like
soup kitchens actually make. For ex-
ample, People
Loving Nash-
ville provided
food not just
for the home-
less, but for
whoever need-
ed it at that
moment. That
really makes a
difference in a

busy city like Nashville.

God also taught me to go out of
my comfort zone and experience
new things. | never used to talk to
the homeless, but during Nashville |
did. It made me see them in a differ-
ent way, not the view my parents
had taught me. God used me to help
the homeless by serving them food
and being someone for them to talk
to. l admit | did not suddenly become
the perfect Christian after Nashville,

but now | am a little more careful
about the things | say and how |
look at people like the homeless.

The church can pray for me
to continue to serve, not just
when | go on mission trips, and
to stay consistent. The church
can pray for the ministry sites, too,
by asking that God’s work contin-

ek

ues to impact the people there and

that they will have the strength and
wisdom to help those in need.

Amy Huang

Walking through the streets of
Nashville with my brothers and sis-
ters while feeding the homeless is a
feeling that is like none other. It's a
feeling of warmth in your heart that
you never want to end. It’s a feeling
of working for His glory.

Nashville 2019 was unlike any

mission trip | have ever attended. My

expectations and imagination for
what Nashville was going to be like

were way surpassed. Having the op-

portunity to spend seven days

amongst my brothers and sisters in a

city far from home, unplugged from
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our real lives, is an

D experience that will
remain in my heart
forever.

Each day, | woke up

with the happiest

smile, excited to see

what CSM (the mis-

sion site) had planned

for us. Every day, we
would visit two mission sites and
serve the people of Nashville for
many hours. When | heard that we
would be doing continuous chores
endlessly, | was not the biggest fan.
However, it was anything but nega-
tive. From serving at soup kitchens to
packaging food to sweeping floors to
gardening, these areas all contribut-
ed to helping individuals in need.

Honestly, | will never forget the
motivation in my heart that | felt be-
fore, during, and after serving at mis-
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sion sites. The whole experience was
like no other one I've ever had.

One of my favorite places we
visited was Loaves and Fishes. As at
any of the other mission sites my
team and | served at, we served fresh
hot food and cleaned dishes. But
there was something else to this
shelter. Every single faculty member
and staff there
devoted their
whole heart and
soul to uplifting @

God’s name and
using their re-
sources to feed
the hungry. As
soon as | stepped

in, the happiness from

the workers was inevitably conta-
gious. Their smiles and enthusiastic
energy beamed for the kingdom of
God and truly demonstrated how |
should live every day. As | was eating
lunch, | met a couple of homeless

individuals who were at the shelter
to fill up their stomachs so they
could be energized in their search
for jobs.

One of the women | met had
just lost her job that very day, but
she still entered Loaves and Fishes
with a positive, optimistic attitude.
| believe that, through this encoun-

m»mwﬂ @bﬁ

ter, God was trying to shed light up-
on how | should deal with tough situ-
ations. Although the woman was in a
hurry, she was very determined that
God was going to lead her down a
path of success and happiness.

That story is one of the millions
that | gained from
this trip. There
were so many indi-
viduals who were
really struggling i
with hard times but ==
were relying on His ¥
word and His plan
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for each of them.

Through Nashville,
God revealed to me
that | should stay con-
stant in trusting and
knowing that there is
a light at the end of
the tunnel. The many
people | met, whether
on the streets or in the
shelters, emphasized to me that God
is the one in control and that He has
a definite, amazing plan for each of
His children in His kingdom.

Words of Blessing | August 2019
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on their own, and that struck a chord

Genesis Fu

Before going to Whirlwind, I al-
ways thought kids were annoying.
From serving in the Children’s Minis-
try, | noticed that most of them never
listened to me when I told them to
do something or not
to do some-
thing, and
very few of
them paid
attention
when the
teacher was
telling Bible
stories. Oftentimes, |
thought there was really
no point in educating kids
in the word of God because they
wouldn’t take any of it in. So, going
into the mission trip, | feared that |
might lose my temper with some of
the kids or be impatient with them or
just be lazy about conveying God’s
message to them. Thank God, that
did not happen.

The kids at Azalea Place apart-
ments were so mature and re-
spectful. They listened to us when we
needed them to, and they even lis-
tened during Bible time, to my sur-
prise. | learned that sometimes the

kids would read the storybook Bible

in my heart. These kids were better
at reading the Bible than | am. They
didn’t need constant prodding, they
didn’t need reminders, and they did-
n’t need incentives. They took real

joy in reading the Bible. God was al-
ready working in their youthful lives.

This was further proved when, on [

the last day of our mission trip, one
of the girls | befriended gave me a
very touching goodbye note: “I love
you so much, and so does God. Re-
member, whenever you feel lonely,
scared, or stressed, pray to God. He
will answer. He mostly answers
through Bible stories.” So my days at
Azalea Place were not a waste of
time. God works in these kids, de-
spite their being incredibly young,
and | hope He will continue to work
in them even when we are not there
to guide them.

After Whirlwind, | acquired what
some may call “post-mission depres-
sion.” Perhaps this was because |
hadn’t received any texts or calls
from the kids. Maybe they’d already
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forgotten about us . .
but no, they couldn’t
have. We left a
lasting impact on
these children, and
they have impeccable
memories. | pray for
these kids, and | pray that God
will open their eyes to the truth.

Art He

In the first week of summer, |
spent a week playing with and teach-
ing the kids at Azalea Place about the
gospel and what God has done for us.
Through this mission trip, | was able
to appreciate what | take for granted
and learn more about the kids and
their lives. | feel as if this trip has
brought me closer to God, because |
was able to learn and teach Bible
concepts, some of which were new
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to me.

This trip has allowed me to cre-
ate the beginning steps of re-
strengthening my faith, and | hope
that | can continue to try to follow
the word of God. Moreover, | feel
that God has used me to relate some
of my own per-
sonal experienc-
es and thoughts U
to the kids,
which | hope
correlated and °
connected with
their lives. |

hope that what |

said and taught them stuck with
them and that |, too, can strengthen
my own faith as well.

| just want to pray for the kids at
Azalea Place. | hope that what we
said as a team boosted their faith
and that they can follow and lead as
good examples. Moreover, | want to

pray that | and the Whirlwind
team can continue to grow in our
faith and maintain a “spiritual
high.” The overall experience of
the trip has definitely changed
me and opened my eyes, and |
cannot wait to see how the kids,

and our whole team, have changed
for the better!

Grace Yang

| really enjoyed serving at Whirl-
wind. God used me to pass the mes-
sage of the gospel to the kids living at
Azalea Place apartments. | spoke to
them about several things like sin
and why God does what he does. He
taught me how to take charge and
reach out to people to talk about the

ERNETE

Bible.  am now more
experienced in sharing
the gospel to people.

Since the trip ended, |
have kept in contact
with a few of the peo-
ple | met, and | hope to
continue going on the
monthly trips so | can
grow closer to them
and help them open up to believing
in God. We can pray for God to move
something within those kids’ hearts
so that they will be able to accept

Him in the future.

Words of Blessing | August 2019
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‘Remembrance orf Charles Lu®

James Lu

We moved my parents from lowa to Georgia seven years ago be-
cause of my father’s deteriorating condition with Alzheimer’s. If at that
time you had asked me, “Tell me about Dr. Lu. What does he like?” |
-l - would have answered: He enjoyed traveling and swimming. He was a
. skilled doctor and a wonderful teacher. And he was kind and gentle. In
- other words, | would have told you what anyone who has interacted
with him would have said.

If you then asked me, “But what does he truly love? What is his pas-
sion?” | could not have answered.

You see, while my father was outgoing and had many friends, he was also very private, a
person who kept his inner feelings to himself.

Finally, suppose you followed up with the question, “Now that he will be living with you in
Georgia, do you think you would learn something about his true love and passion?” My answer
would have been, “Absolutely not.” His mind was declining, his memory fading. He had for-
gotten who | was, and eventually he would forget his own identity. How could he tell me his
true love, if he couldn’t even tell me his own name and where he lived?

But God works in mysterious ways. In this case, my father didn’t have to tell me. He was
going to show me!

Alzheimer’s was robbing him of his mind, including his memory and his cognitive ability.
Along the way, it would strip him of everything he had learned and trained for. It was as if a car
had lost its driver and was spinning out of control. That was how my father behaved. Physical-
ly, he was out of control most of the time.

But in fact, there was something guiding him. As his mind slowly peeled away, it exposed
what was behind it. What was uncovered was the soul, and at the center was the heart. In oth-
er words, as the mind was no longer able to direct my father, the heart took over. And this is
what | found in his heart.

e His children were in his heart. He was constantly asking, “Where are my children?” Many
nights, | heard noises from his room. When | checked on him, | found him looking into the
closet, in the drawers, under his ]
bed. When | asked him what he « .

was looking for, he replied, “l am

looking for my children.” He did- , g5}

n’t always get the details right. -

Sometimes he was looking for his
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three children, sometimes his eight children. One time he said, “Where are my 40
children?”

e His parents were in his heart. One of the challenges of caring for my father was
getting him out of bed (in the morning and after his nap). We used all sorts of
tricks, such as food to entice him, or telling him that a patient was coming for an
appointment. These tricks worked sometimes; frequently they didn’t. But whenev-
er | mentioned to him, “Your mother prepared some food for you,” or “Your father N
is coming to dine with you,” his eyes would pop open, and he would get up, T

- promptly, to prepare himself to greet his parents. )

- e His wife was in his heart. Alzheimer’s patients have a
tendency to wander. It happened to my father regu-
larly, and we were fortunate that he did not have an
accident. But whenever my mother was in the house,
my father would be fixated on her. When she sat, he
wanted to sit as close to her as possible. When she
stood, he would stand next to her, and he followed
her wherever she went. He often didn’t remember
her name, but he knew he should stay close to her.
And at least for those few moments, the rest of us could relax a bit, not having to
worry about him wandering off.

e Finally, God was in his heart. My father loved music, partic-
ularly the church hymns from his childhood. Every day, he S’mg to the SLOD
would hum — and sometimes bellow in that beautiful voice
of his — hymns of praise. At times his singing was prompted
by the music we had on TV or in the CD player, but most of  done marvelous things!
the time the songs came from within, unscripted, without Pl FST
warning and without inhibition. His favorite hymn: “It is
well with my soul.”

Q wew Song, for he hag

So if you ask me now, “Tell me about your father. What was his true love and pas-
sion?” | have an answer for you. Alzheimer’s may have robbed Dr. Lu of his mind, but
his heart and soul were intact, perfect, protected by our Lord.

(Editor’s Note: On March 7, 2019, Dr. Charles Lu, father of James Lu, passed away in his sleep.
Above is James’ eulogy of his father at the memorial service, held on March 13.)
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AMY HUANG

JOYCE HUANG

ANGELA WU

SAM LAM

ANNA HOU

ELLA HOU

ETHAN HOU

ALEXIE HOU
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- My name is Sam Lam. | was raised in a

Christian family, and | go to Sunday school
every Sunday, but | never took it seriously until
a few months ago, when | went to winter re-
treat and finally realized what it truly means to
become a follower of Christ

During winter retreat, | learned that being
a true follower of Christ means changing the
way we act, think and speak. In order to be a
follower of Jesus, we need to change our en-
tire life from who we used to be, becoming a
new person and getting rid of our own selfish
desires. During these retreats, | was able to
develop a deeper relationship with God.

Hi, my name is Joyce Huang, and | am a jun-
ior at Chattahoochee High School. Even though |
grew up in a Christian household, | never felt the
need for Christ by my side. | always resented wak-
ing up early to attend church, and | attended
many years of VBS and spring retreats begrudg-
ingly because | thought I didn't need God. |
thought | was strong enough to face life on my
own. As time passed and | entered middle school,
then high school, | drifted away from God, still
believing that my own strength would be enough
to defeat all my challenges.

That all changed in my sophomore year,
when | attended my first winter retreat. As usual, |
went unwillingly, but as the retreat wore on and |
heard other people’s testimonies, | realized how
blessed | was and how blind | had been to all of
my blessings. Unlike others, there wasn't a single
day that left me with nothing but God on my side,
but after listening to the people who had experi-
enced that, | realized that time and time again
none of them were able to face life alone, so nei-
ther could I.
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TIMONIES

SAM LAM

| believe that
Jesus Christ is
God’s only son,
who died on the
cross to clear all
our sins. So today
| am taking this
very important
step in my spir-
itual journey to »
be baptized. | -
pray that taking this step will strengthen my
relationship with God and that I will continue
to grow in Him every day.

JOYCE HUANG

Fast forward one year later. | decided to get
baptized, because | recognized all that God has
done in my life, including being there every step of
the way and forgiving me of my sins and still lov-
ing me no matter how far | strayed from Him. |
accept Jesus Christ as my savior, because now |
truly believe that | can only be saved through
trusting in Him alone.

| have started putting more faith in God,
knowing that He will continue to bless me and
guide me through life and that | should not come
to Him as my last resort when everything goes
wrong, but as my first resort. Every day, | strive to
put God first, and | am still learning to rely on Him
completely, but one day | aim to have no more
worries in life, knowing that He will take all my
struggles and deal with them in His own way,
even if His plan does not match up with mine.

As a Christian, | seek to spread God’s love
and His message: that He died for us and our sins
and that we should never take His unfailing love
for granted.
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My childhood was much like that of others who grew
up in this church, surrounded by loving family members
and supportive fellow believers. | lacked for nothing and
was sheltered and cared for in a friendly Christian commu-
nity. | attended Sunday school every week, went to church
retreats, and began serving in the Puppet Ministry in sixth
grade and later as a VBS counselor.

Like many others, | was born into a Christian family
and was brought up in faith. | went to church regularly and
volunteered in service, but everything felt more or less
perfunctory. In a way, | felt empty inside, as if something
was missing. | realized later on that even though | did be-
lieve in Christ, | hadn’t accepted him into my heart fully.

When | became aware of this and finally welcomed
Him into my life, what | read in the Bible was no longer
just words to read, but teachings and guidelines to show
me how | may walk in His footsteps. | began to feel His

Growing up in the church and in a Christian family, |
was always surrounded by God and the Bible. | never really
thought about my faith, nor did | doubt it, but when | was
around 12, | started having questions. Without even ask-
ing, God showed me through church that there is definite
proof that the Bible is true and that He exists.

Before | accepted God as my savior, | was a clueless
kid. I had no faith, and | was an empty shell of a non-
Christian. | didn’t really understand anything, and Christ
wasn’t in my heart. | went to church every day [week??],
and it had no meaning to me.

However, as | grew older, | started to learn more and
more about God, and that empty shell that was me start-
ed to fill up. Church was starting to become more mean-
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In high school, | saw many of my peers get baptized,
but it was a step that, for some reason, | did not take for
myself. | told myself that | would get baptized before |
went to college, yet that did not happen. Finally, before |
study abroad in Taiwan by myself for a semester, | am
taking the step to get baptized to reaffirm my faith in
Christ and dedicate my life to Him. | hope to be not a luke-
warm Christian, but one who is passionate about sharing
the gospel and fearless in my love for Him.

presence more strongly in my life. Everything was internal,
and my relationship with Christ became an intimate one.

Though | once believed | didn’t need to be baptized
because my relationship with Him is purely one between
two people, | understood as | got older that baptism is
more than a public proclamation of my faith. It sets me up
to become more comfortable with sharing my belief with
others and helps me guide them towards their own ac-
ceptance of Christ. | hope that, through this act, | can grow
even more through Him.

From that time onward, | knew that | had to make life-
changing decisions to change from how | was before. |
began to serve more through Him and to make an effort to
show that He is paramount in my life. This spurred a
stronger presence of Him within me, and | hope to show
others through my service and words how God’s grace
saves us all.

ingful to me, and | saw the reason that learning about God
was so important. Nothing special happened to me. | did-
n’t see a shooting star that night, but in my heart, | knew
that Christ was there with me.

All the good things that have happened to me are
because of God, and being baptized will show others that |
truly accept Him.
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Hi, everyone! My name is Amy
Huang, and I’'m currently a senior at
Chattahoochee High School. From as
early as | could remember, | have been
regularly attending church every Sun-
day. | have been so incredibly blessed
to have been raised in a Christian
household with such loving parents.
Thus, from a young age, | have been
taught the many lessons and stories
from the Bible. | still remember that |
would spend countless hours every
weekend memorizing Bible verses just
to win a pack of stickers. | really did not
understand the true meaning of why
Christ died for me on the cross. The
meaning of Christ dying for my sins did
not really click until | attended my very
first Summer Shocco back in seventh
grade. | avidly became much more
aware of the meaning of salvation and
embarked on a new journey to grow
closer to Christ.

During this time, | was transition-
ing churches, so adapting to a new envi-
ronment was incredibly difficult. Alt-
hough | did truly believe that Christ died
for my sins when | was in seventh and
eighth grades, | held myself back by not
regularly attending church and events
just because | was scared — just be-
cause | felt alone.

From ninth grade to eleventh
grade, | still had a very strong passion of
desiring God, but | just could not get
myself to attend church because | felt
like such an outsider. Looking back, |
most definitely do regret not attending
church regularly because | valued my
self-image and reputation more than
getting to know Christ. In eleventh
grade, | decided to attend my first re-
treat since the eighth grade, but, yet
again, | failed at attending church after
the retreat due to lack of confidence,
just because | was not familiar with
many people. This past winter break,

however, | decided to attend Winter
Retreat again in hopes of gaining a grip
on my walk with Jesus. Fortunately, |
met some amazing people and decided
to really break out of my comfort zone
and fully dedicate my life to Him. After
returning from WR, | thought to myself,
why did | not attend church all these
years? | wasted so many years lost in
the darkness, all due to fear of not
fitting in, even though, in reality, every-
one is trying to find their place in life.

Since December, | have fully
regained my desire for God and aim to
grow closer to Him day by day. | can
truly say it feels amazing to have a fa-
ther in Heaven, and | cannot wait to
proclaim that | am a child of God. God
has blessed me with so many opportu-
nities since | fully returned to church,
such as meeting many wonderful broth-
ers and sisters as well as attending a
mission trip to Nashville.

Accepting Christ as my savior has
been one of the easiest, yet hardest,
decisions I've ever had to make. | knew
from the seventh grade that | have
been saved because of Jesus Christ dy-
ing on the cross for me. A part of me
already had accepted that | was saved,
but another part of me was lost. The
enemy had convinced me for so many
years that | was not worthy of getting
baptized because | had been a bad
Christian. Since | avoided attending
church for a period of time, | believed
that | did not deserve God’s love. Day
by day, | felt more distant from God, yet
somehow | retained a strong bond with
Him deep down. Although | accepted
Christ long ago, the enemy had made
me question my worth, which was truly
all so crazy, now that | look back.

Now, as a child of God, | wish to
spread the gospel! The good news! |
know so many people who are battling
doubts and temptations with the ene-
my, so | believe that the more | open up
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about my story, the more people will be
trusting in God. As | enter my last
month of high school and enter the
college phase of my life, | am beyond
excited to see how God can use my
faith to spread the good news and grow
in Him day by day!

Ultimately, my goal as a child of
God is to share all the love Christ has
poured into me into others. From dying
on the cross for MY sins and helping me
with my struggles, | believe that every-
one should be aware of His unending
love. | want others to acknowledge
what an everlasting God we have in
heaven and how He can save others as
well. | wish for others to see how He
died for our sins and that it is never too
late to enter a
journey with
Christ. The
Lord is so
amazing, and |

truly cannot “the more | open

wait for this up about my
next phase in

my life. Thank Sty the more
youand God  pegple will be
bless!

trusting in God. ”
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ANGELA WU

Hello, my name is Angela Wu, and
I am in eighth grade at Autrey Mill
Middle School. Before, | found church
a place to go to every Sunday to sing
songs and learn lessons about the Bi-
ble that | already knew. | always felt
like | needed to do something to be
loved; | was an imperfect person trying
to do everything | could to be perfect.

After my first winter retreat two
years ago, | realized how imperfect |
am, and | started to question my faith:
Am | truly a Christian? How do | know
that I’'m a Christian?

| honestly don’t know when | start-
ed to believe in God; it was more of a
process than a moment. | decided to
get baptized after seeing the way that
Jesus worked in people around me at

Words of Blessing | August 2019

the retreats and mission trips I've been
on—not only in the people | know, but
also in the complete strangers | have
met. The amount of love that they
have for Christ has shown me that |
have taken God’s love for granted,
along with many other things in my
life.

Being a Christian has made me
realize what love and peace really
mean and how impossible it is for an
imperfect being to be perfect. It made
me realize that Jesus Christ is someone
that | can always look to and always
count upon. My goal as a Christian is
not only to continue to grow in my
faith and put God first, but also to lead
others into a wonderful life with Jesus
Christ.

51

“how impossible
it is for an

imperfect being

to be perfect. ”
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Let my passion for life, be restored,
tasting joy in every breakthrough you bring

Hold me close to'you with a willing spirit
that obeys whatever you say.
(Psalm 51:12 The Passion Translation TPT )

|n middle age, my life is as plain as a cup of water. Although | am
afraid of this new challenge, | am eager to be changed. At the end of last
year, when Lian was seeking the next chief editor of our ACCCN magazine
“Words of Blessing,” | recommended other senior sisters and urged our co-
workers to pray for it in the year-end meeting. In the end, just as Rev. Mo-
ses Chow, one of the founders of “Ambassadors for Christ (AFC)”
once said: “The outcome of praying always changes the heart of a prayer to
obey God.” In my prayers, the Lord asked me, “What are you afraid of?” To
be honest, | told the Lord, “First, | am afraid that my husband will not allow
me to take the role; second, | am afraid that | don’t have the capability to
accomplish the challenging tasks; third, | am afraid that we don’t have
enough layout co-workers.” Unexpectedly, my husband agreed quickly after
denying me twice in the past years. And in Bible Study Fellowship (BSF),
God kept encouraging me through Joshua 1:9: “Be strong and coura-
geous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your
God will be with you wherever you
go.” So | would not be afraid of the chal-
lenging tasks in the presence of the Lord
in Christ. On the other hand, Lian has
given her priceless promise that she will
continue consolidating all the articles’
layout and training the new layout co-
workers. Meanwhile, God keeps calling
new co-workers to join our team and
keeping old co-workers working together
and serving faithfully. All these changes
have given me no excuse, but a grateful
heart to obey God with a willing spirit.

May our Lord, who loves us with his everlasting love in Christ, let our
passion for life be restored for new and old co-workers of our magazine,
tasting joy in every breakthrough God brings to us. Through each section,

e.g. “The Voice of our Shepherds,” “Missions without Borders,” “A Life in
Christ” and “Baptism Testimony,” may our Lord hold our readers’ hearts
closer to God with a willing spirit to obey whatever God says.

(Note : Ilistened to an article from <listening and praying>, a WeChat public ac-
count, and found out about “The Passion Translation(TPT)"for the first time. | confirmed it in
the following online Bible website and would like to encourage our brothers and sisters to read
different versions of Bible and taste the rich flavors of Bible truth with me together: https./

www.biblegateway.com/passaqge/?search=Psalm+51&version=TPT )
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