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Love Quotient

— By Pastor Allen Chi

Just as we measure people’s caliber by their Intelligence
Quotient (IQ) and Emotional Quotient (EQ), another trendy
measure has surfaced in recent years — the Love Quotient
(LQ). This standard is an important measure of a maturing
church. To Christians, LQ measures the extent to which
church members care for each other and love one another.

For example, how much time do we spend together outside
of formal, scheduled church and fellowship gatherings? How
often do we invite each other for meals or for a cup of coffee
or tea? Do we always support and encourage each other?
How much do we delight in one another's company? How do
we associate with and accompany the lowly? The more we
show such genuine love, the higher LQ we reflect.

How can we improve our LQ? The Bible gives us this precious
teaching:

"Rejoice with those who re joice; weep with
those who weep. Live in harmony with one
another. Do not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly. Never be wise in your own
sight.”

(Romans 12:15-16, ESV)

The Apostle Paul encouraged us to "live in harmony with one
another" while the Chinese translation is “with one united
heart” In context, this harmony means that everyone shall
share smooth and rough sailing, and rejoice and weep
together. If someone receives a promotion, we shall rejoice
with him or her. If someone suffers, we shall share his or her
burden. In our church, we have an exemplary living
testimonial of such love. Days ago, Sister Xiaoyun (Sherry) Ye
rested in God’s arms after her persevering battle against
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cancer for one and a half years. Throughout that special
journey, we witnessed how the brothers and sisters from her
fellowship and many others across our church devotedly
walked alongside her husband, Brother Ping Huang, and the
rest of the family in their sufferings, wept with them and
mourned with them.

Pride is the worst enemy if we want to dwell in unity and
harmony. So the Apostle Paul reminds us "...not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think...!" (Romans
12:3, ESV) Do not be arrogant or haughty, nor despise
anyone. Do not be jealous of others' achievements, nor be
indifferent to others' pains. Such mentality is what the Lord
detests. God is pleased with a gentle and humble heart just
like that of His Son — in particular, the willingness to
associate with the lowly in both thoughts and action. The
lowly may be those who are sick, troubled, weak,
disheartened, or heartbroken, etc. When in such hardships,
people can be particularly sensitive and fragile, unable to
bear any haughty heart around them. Therefore, we shall
“associate with the lowly,"i.e., lay down ourselves without
any haughty heart, but rather with gentle tongue and loving
actions.“A bruised reed He will not break, and a smoldering
wick He will not quench...” (Matthew 12:20, ESV)

Another manifestation of pride is "being wise in our own
sight," i.e., the idea that we can be completely self-sufficient
and do not need to be connected to other parts of the body.
But the Apostle Paul reminds us specifically in Romans
12:3-8,"...s0 we, though many, are one body in Christ, and
individually members one of another" Moreover, "..not to
think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure
of faith that God has assigned." Therefore, we shall cherish
the loving relationships between brothers and sisters. When
we, as members of one body in Christ, are able to rejoice and
weep together, treat each other with kindness, and associate
with the lowly, our church will achieve a higher level of LQ.

May the love of the Lord always fill our church, so that,
outside of our routine gatherings, brothers and sisters will
continually mingle to dine together, share testimonials and
pray for each other. We shall not only visit often and care for
those in difficult times so that we can be even more closely
bonded, we will also build ACCCN into a church with a
significantly high LQ.
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CHINESE'OVERSEAS CHRISTIAN MISSION

Summary:

Missions without Borders

Pastor Chi and Yuqun attended the 2018 COCM Easter Student Disciple-

ship Camp with 26 other short-term mission members from the United
States. About 120 students attended the camp. Pastor Chi was the main

2018 COCM Short Term
Mission Report

Yuqun Lian

Time: 3/26 —4/3/2018
Location: COCM Office, England
Member: Pastor Allen Chi, Yuqun Lian

Feedback and Recommendations

The camp was very well organized in terms of Worship,
Preaching, Group Discussion, Seminars, and Activities. All
short-term mission members felt that instead of helping the
campers, we got encouraged and motivated a lot. Through the
discussion and activities with these young students, we could
feel their passion and love for the Lord. They were thirsty for
God’s words, and many of them would like to dedicate their
lives to serving the Lord full time. There are many excellent
coworkers in COCM and serving full time in different campus-
es or COCM. They became the role models for these students.
The design of the camp was also very good; there were plenty
of group sessions, and these gave the opportunity for every-
one to discuss and share. Besides this camp, there is a Gospel
Camp during Christmas and Bible Study Camps at other times.

I would like to encourage more brothers and sisters from our
church to join the COCM camps. We can not only help these
young students, we can also be encouraged and motivated for
mission work. | also suggest that our church provide some
support to some COCM full-time missionaries. | have prayer
letters from three couples and three singles who are full-time
missionaries but still need some support. | believe God called
them to serve full time and has His great plan for His kingdom.
If we can help them in person, in prayer, or as a church, we
can not only be part of His great mission, but also bring the
revival of
spiritual
growth for
ourselves
and our
church.

speaker and preached three sections. Yugun was assigned to the Jerusa-
lem group and served with student leaders for discussion and sharing.
There was one seeker in this group, and Yuqun led her to Christ. At the
last sermon by Pastor Chi, about 20 students responded to the call from
God to be full-time missionaries in the future. Yuqun also helped in
breakfast and cleaning services.

Itinerary and Camp Schedule

3/26
3/27

3/28

3/29

3/30

3/31

4/1

4/2

4/3

12

Flight from Atlanta to London via Boston

Arrive COCM, check in hotel, visit COCM facility, prayer
meeting in the evening

Tour “Amazing Grace” church, ministry orientation,
kitchen orientation

Worship & prayer, final camp preparation, welcome
campers

Theme topic 1: & HEKHE - 51244 (evening)
Group discussion

ST Mission member briefing (evening)

Theme topic 2: JEAFEA - XIHEHEALTE (morning)
Group discussion

Seminar: W64 - XIHEHALIE (afternoon
Seminar: i H LT - ZEHHA, B (afternoon)
Easter special program — T/NEH (evening)
Theme topic 3: ZEH I - REHEKZE (morning)
Group discussion

Seminar: WIfifE4EE - HFW (afternoon)
Seminar: XHI “f4” - Bert Han (afternoon)
Theme topic 4: FEAMILE - F— 1400
(evening)

Group discussion

Theme topic 5: & H KR - F—1-4f (morning)

Group discussion

Group free activities (afternoon)

Easter special program - Z%# (evening)
Sharing and testimony (evening)
Farewell to campers (whole day)

Camp debriefing (evening)

Flight back to Atlanta via Boston
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Account Name: COCM
Bank Name: CAF Bank Ltd
Sort code: 40-52-40
Account number: 00025185

Reference: Write your name, and note “for

Shijie & Min’s ministry”.
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Allen Pan

This year’s Nashville mission trip was
unique, because it was focused on
manual labor. At most of the sites we
visited, we did behind-the-scenes
work, like pulling weeds and laying
down new mulch or sorting foods and
ordering boxes. Throughout the expe-
rience, | feel like | had many high
points, the first one just being able to
spend time with and grow deeper in
my relationships with my friends. Do-
ing so much manual labor really gave
us a lot of time to talk and really bond,
so | am thankful for that opportunity.
Another high point was seeing the co-
operation among our team members
as we worked to accomplish each task,
many of which were not easy. Many of
them required great amounts of time
and lots of patience to finish. Just be-
ing able to see all of my friends help
each other out brought me great joy.
One final high point of the week took
place during one of our activities, Ur-
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ban Exposure, where we got to ex- ever, when we talked to him this year,
plore downtown and do various activi- he was a new man. It was so clear that
ties. One of the tasks was to go a li- God had done an amazing work in
brary and visit the MLK room. Inside him. He was speaking so much truth
was his quote: “I came to Nashville not about God and just praising Him with
to bring inspiration, but to gain inspi-  everything. He borrowed my guitar
ration from the great movement that  and played a song that he wrote about
has taken place in this community.” the Highness of God. Many of the lyr-
Upon reading this, | was able to really ics came straight from the Bible and
reflect on what the Lord has done and were powerful. He talked about how
is doing in this city, as well as reflect much he loved to read the Word of

on the whole week and recognize how God. He said that oftentimes his

this quote could be applied to life back coffee would get cold in the morning
here at home.

with many God mo-
ments, or times when |
could really see God’s
hand at work. We met a
man named Ed, whom
we had also seen last
year. Last year Ed wasn’t
doing well. He was
homeless and struggling
and had gone through a
lot of tough times. How-
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because he was reading his Bible so
intently. Just seeing this man once
again reminded me of how much God
loves each and every one of His chil-
dren and longs to provide for and love
them. Another time | could see God
moving was at Papa’s House, where
we pulled weeds and laid down
mulch. Just listening to the people
there talking about how they wanted
to let kids experience a life they per-
haps may never be able to experience
was just so heartwarming. This house
we worked at was huge, sitting on
about 20 acres. They planned on
starting a summer program at which
they would bus kids to the house and
let them play, stay there, and praise
the Lord. Just being able to see the
passion that those people made an
impression on me that God was going
to do something great there.

| learned some important things dur-
ing my time in Nashville. At first,
when | realized the little amount of
actual interaction that we had with
the homeless, | was disappointed. |
wanted to talk to them and hear their
stories. But slowly the Lord showed
me how much help we were giving
just by being behind the scenes and
working to create a better environ-
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ment and experience for these minis-
tries so that they could more easily
minister and love on the less fortu-
nate.

Another thing that | learned is how
prideful I was and how much | needed
to be broken and humbled. Sure, at
this mission trip we were doing work
and loving on the homeless and doing
all this service. But it’s so easy there.
Back here at home we do close to
nothing. This year at Nashville God
showed me how much Johns Creek,
Alpharetta, and nearby cities are in
need — how much our own homes
are in need of help. What are we do-
ing if we cannot even minister and
live our lives on mission in our schools
and homes? So the Lord really has
laid that on my heart and taught me
that living my life as an example for
Christ is so important. It is my hope
and prayer that this will be my focus.

Grace Yang

Highs:

Day One (Monday): Working at Peo-
ple Loving Nashville was very fun, and
| got to listen to Ed speak.

Day Two (Tuesday): | loved working at
Project C.U.R.E. because Vince, the
guy helping my group, was very nice
and patient. He taught us how to
stitch up wounds and gave us a bunch
of medical supplies. At Warner Park, |
was amazed by how passionate Paul
was about his work, and that really
made me happy and helped me to
not complain as | did the work.

Day Three (Wednesday): | liked what
the people at Papa’s Place were trying
to accomplish, and the fact that | was
helping that to happen really warmed
my heart and made me a little proud.
| also was really happy when Blake
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suggested helping the homeless
woman in the Dunkin’ Donuts parking
lot, and Andre gave the woman his
chocolate milk.

Day Four (Thursday): One of my fa-
vorite parts of the day was playing
kickball, when team tied Scott’s team.
However, | also liked the work we did
at Project Transformation, because |
really love books, and I’'m glad that |
got to help children catch up on their
learning during the summer. My all-
time favorite part of this day was go-
ing back to Project C.U.R.E., because |
got to meet and work with Vince
again, and | loved how, at the end, all
of us got together and helped our
friends sort boxes. Plus, this day we
started doing encouragements. | also
liked getting ice cream

Day Five (Friday): Second Harvest was
fun, because | could take small breaks
and check up on my friends, but the
work was also fun. | also loved doing
more encouragement. For Urban Ex-
posure, my favorite part was talking
to Tony and listening to his story. |
found it amazing that he’s still trying
to carry out God’s will and is trying to
love others as much as possible.

God Moments:

| only had a few God moments, but
one of them was when Ed talked to
us. Ed spoke with so much passion
and love for God and the Bible. He
went on and on about how much he
reads the Bible and how he writes
notes in it. He also told us about how
he spends so much time with the Bi-
ble and how he has so many different
versions. He spoke a lot, but it was all
very interesting. Another God mo-
ment was talking to Tony during Ur-
ban Exposure. He told us how he had
an accident, severely injuring his leg
to the point where doctors said that
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he wouldn’t be able to walk again. He very enjoyable. There, | was able to
still had faith in God, and he ended up bond with and get to know people in
being able to walk. He told us to al- the group | was not familiar with be-
ways love others. fore. In addition, | was given the privi-
lege of doing tasks that | already love:
What | Learned: | learned that Nash-  8arden work. Pulling weeds and doing
ville has a homeless problem, as there the linen, although a bit of a chal-
are many people living on the streets 1€Nge, were enjoyable, and being able

and in parks, but there are many peo- t© laugh, bond, and work in great
ple and organizations working to weather at a beautiful house to help

make the problem smaller. I also make this place become a place for
learned that God has impacted many ~ Kids’ summer camps was a highlight
homeless people, so they still believe. ©f the week. In addition, although |

| have learned to begin to look past  talked to Ed, a homeless person, only
stereotypes of homeless people and a little towards the end of the night, |

try to just see them for their personal- Was really encouraged by his story.
The fact that he not only reads the

ities.

Bible but studies it in different ver-

sions every morning until his coffee walk in this park, made me want to
Emilie I_in gets cold was really inspiring and keep going; finally being able to walk
Highs made me reflect on everything | was  through the trail we had improved

doing wrong in my everyday life. He made me feel so excited that our
was such a sweet and loving human,  work really did make a difference.
and listening to what he had to say to
us made my day. Beautifying Warner
Park was another high. Although it
was hot and sweaty, working together
as a team in the beautiful park was
like nothing | have ever done. Even
though the buckets of gravel and dirt
were very heavy, having each other to

Nashville was full of fun experiences.
There wasn’t any one where | wasn’t
glad to be serving and excited to be
around such a Christ-loving group of
people. Doing the linen for the garden
at Papa’s Place, talking with Ed at
People Loving Nashville, and helping
beautify Warner Park were some of
the highs. First, at Papa’s Place, pull-
ing weeds and spreading a tarp were

God Moments

The first God moment | witnessed
during the trip was through Ed. Just
seeing how much Ed knew about the
Bible and how to apply it to his life
was unbelievable, because | could
never imagine being less fortunate

encouraf: and still making Bible reading my pri-
one another ority. Learning about Ed and his con-
was really . .
. tinuous love for Christ was so eye-

something .

. opening. | could see how much God
special. All S .

was working in his life, and hearing

the walkers

from other veteran team members
that he’s changed a lot was inspiring.
In addition, seeing all the ministry site
leaders at People Loving Nashville and
Trinity Church Dinners being so pas-
sionate about what they were doing
allowed me to see the wonders God
was doing in their lives and how
blessed they were. It was amazing to
see how much God has blessed their

and runners
who came by
and thanked
us for helping
beautify the
park motivat-
ed me to con-
tinue working.
Doing such a

fun ac_tlwty, programs and has provided volun-
knowing that | de

. teers, resources, and facilities to do
was helping

these services. In addition, seeing An-
all those who
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drew, our host, lead at the Trinity
Church Dinner was awesome. | was
able to see how much God has taken
care of Andrew, giving him such a
heart and a passion to serve the Lord.
Watching him interact with all the
homeless people coming to eat dinner
was amazing because he just poured
out all his love towards them, no
matter what they looked like or how
they acted. It was heartwarming to be
a witness to all that God has done for
caring leaders like Andrew.

What | Learned

During this trip, | learned so much
about loving others and having a heart
to serve. | saw how important it was
to reciprocate to others the love God
shows towards us. | saw how much
passion the leaders of these programs
have and realized how much God has
done to plant them where they are to
help others get back onto their feet.
Working for long hours, | discovered
how having a group to sweat and
work with makes everything less pain-
ful; and, through that, | saw how im-
portant it was that these homeless
people also have a community that
can help them get through their strug-
gles. | also learned how much goes
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into running any
program like those
we’ve been to.
There needs to be
enough resources
and volunteers to
help, and it’s often
difficult to have
both. In addition,
through volunteer-
ing at Cul2vate and
Project Transfor-
mation, | saw the
huge variety of
problems Nashville faces. Not only are
people homeless, but also kids in low-
er-income families are falling back in
summer education. There are also
people struggling just to have access
to fresh produce. From all of this, I've
gained a more in-depth perspective of
what is going on in this special city
and how much God has done to use
others to spread His love and do the
impossible.

Jeffrey Xu

There were many high moments on
this year’s Nashville mission trip. First,
visiting the Ark Encounter and the Cre-
ation Museum were great ways to
start off the week. It helped me un-
derstand how the world came to be
and its history since then. It helped
clarify some areas that | was previous-
ly unsure about, like dinosaurs and
the worldwide flood. Meeting Ed, a
man | met last year at one of our min-
istry sites, was another important mo-
ment for me. Hearing him talk about
his love of God and his trust in Him
showed me how grateful and blessed
we are to have things that we see as
simple conveniences, like food and
shelter.

Moments that | saw God moving dur-
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ing this trip happened when | saw the
people who were involved in the min-
istry sites we visited. Many of these
people have devoted large parts of
their lives to helping others, even if it
means losing time and money for
themselves. Learning about how pas-
sionate people are to serve others
shows that God is moving through
people here on Earth to do good
things for Him. God provides for these
people, and he uses them to spread
His love and His word to others who
need it. For example, the pastor at
Family Affairs Ministry revealed her
passion for helping children and ex-
plained to us her vision for her church.
Seeing that God placed such a loving,
kind person to do His work was en-
couraging to see.

During this trip | learned how God
provides for those who serve and love
Him. God will continually assist and
provide for those who remain faithful,
even if it is in ways that we find un-
conventional. Someone who is home-
less but can rely on God is much
better off than someone with wealth
but with no faith. Knowing this, we
should love and serve God even if it
means we need to get out of our com-
fort zones. If we obey God, He will
always make things work out in the
end. We just need to go out and do it.
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them. Another
God moment was

Teddy Zhang

On this mission trip, | learned a lot of
things about the city, the people, and
God. The best things about this trip
were probably being part of the team
that went, talking to the homeless
people, serving the community, and
debriefing. The team this year made
the trip more memorable and more
fun as we all served God and got clos-
er to each other. Talking with the
homeless people helped me get rid of
my stereotype that they are all bad.
The people we talked with were gen-
erous, kind, and God-loving people.
This opened my mind to see what God
can do. Serving the community just
helped me and the team get closer
and help the community grow in a
way. Debriefing was a way for us to
express what we learned that day,
and it helped for us to share our
thoughts.

God moments on this trip happened
when we were talking to homeless
people. When we talked to them,
they loved it. They showed us passion
and respect, and | thought they were
very generous. They all had stories
about what God has done for them,
and | could see God speaking through

when team mem-
bers were giving
each other com-
pliments on the
last two days.
They were speak-
ing through the
bottom of their
hearts, and | think
that God put us
there for a rea-
son.

Something | learned from this mission
trip is that not all homeless people are
lazy and bad people. | learned that
most of them are God-loving people
who want to spread the word. | also
learned that we can’t change the way
the city is or how the people are, we
can only help the process of making
things better. Only God can change
them, and that’s what we don’t know.
| also learned how to help serve one
another and to serve God more each
and every day.

Blake Chen

My experience at Nashville this year
was very different from my other
ones. The schedule was heavy on
manual labor, which allowed me to
see service in a different perspective.
The Ark Encounter was definitely a
high, because | was able to learn so
much about how historically true No-
ah’s Ark was. Our host was an im-
portant factor in making this Nashville
mission so great. His passion and en-
thusiasm radiated throughout the
entire week and made everything so
joyful. Meeting Ed, Tony, and Cassie
also was a blessing, as the stories and
conversations were unforgettable.
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The ministry sites that we visited were
all amazing. Each one had its own mis-
sion that was focused on others. The
passion of the workers at each site
truly blessed me.

The Ark Encounter had so much infor-
mation and evidence about the Ark
that | feel like | could spend another
few days learning. The most surprising
thing for everyone was learning that
dinosaurs were on the Ark. There was
also a lot of information and evidence
that there was a worldwide flood
comparable to the flood in the Bible. |
feel that this mission trip reminded
me of things | had learned in the past
Nashville trips. There is suffering and
pain all around us that | turn a blind
eye to. Anyone can become homeless,
because one decision can change an
entire life. | was also reminded that
Jesus is the most important person in
my life, and that everything that | do
should be to glorify him.

Meeting Ed again at People Loving
Nashville was a true blessing, because
| was able to see how he was doing
since last year. He is dedicated to
reading and learning more about
scripture and has an amazing and lov-
ing heart. | hope that he continues to
desire Jesus and keeps growing in his
faith. Being able to read the Bible with
Jeffrey, Vincent, and Teddy before
sleeping was definitely a God mo-
ment. We were able to grow our rela-
tionships and faiths. Having Andrew
as our host was also a God moment,
as he seems to be the answer to our
prayers regarding New Mexico. His
passion and dedication to New Mexi-
co is so inspiring. He was an amazing
host who allowed all of us to see God
working in the city of Nashville.
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God moving in our lives and realized
how amazing it was to see us all want
to know God more. The next moment
was God moving through the lives of
the homeless. Through Greg and Ed, |
saw that God could work in anyone’s
life. Both these people lost everything
but still have more hope than | ever
will. They are so wise when it comes
to the Word, and | could see how ea-
ger and excited they were when we
talked about God. Seeing the organi-
zations at work was another God mo-
ment. Most of the sites we went too
are non-profit. | can see that God is
working through these organizations,
because the people we worked with
were so humble and thankful. | can
see that they really want to make a
difference in the Nashville community.
Finally, God was moving through all of
us. Every night we would praise, and |
could tell every one of us really loves

coffee, but it would go cold because
he read the Bible for so long in the
morning. The final high moment was
the work we did. Working along with
all these organizations really showed
me how much | should be helping in
my “real life.” Working at Warner
Parks, Project Transformation,
Cul2vate, Second Harvest, etc., was
tiring but an amazing time. We all
would not complain about how tired
or hungry we were; instead, we
pushed through and finished our jobs.
Just knowing that all of us made a
positive impact on the Nashville com-
munity was heartwarming. We all
learned how to really work, and we
realized we were helping directly or
indirectly, which was marvelous.
When Greg asked each of us what we
thought what the word “Bible” was an
acronym for, | said, “Because | Believe
Life Everlasting.”

Vincent Chang

| had lots of high moments in Nash-
ville. First, just building a better rela-
tionship with everyone that went and
working with everyone was such a
blessing. We all went through hard
manual labor, and | had some really
good conversations with everyone.
Being in the same motel room as
Blake, Nathan, and Allen and talking
about all our lives, | got to know them
better. | experienced how Nathan has
a really good voice and is musically
talented, which was really surprising
to me. Becoming better friends with
Jeffrey, Teddy, Allen, Eileen, Blake and
others was also great. Next, the expe-
rience of the trip was a high moment.
| went to Nashville to learn, experi-
ence, and serve the community. |
learned how many amazing communi-
ties were active. Learning about and

talking to some of the homeless peo-
ple really touched me. | talked to Ed
and Greg, whose stories were deep
and personal, but both did not seem
to mind sharing. Greg comes from a
past in which he messed up with his
family, but he really knows God. For
Ed, his story consists of people mess-
ing with his life, but he still looks up to
God. He is musically talented, and he
shared that some days he would make

Words of Blessing | August 2018

My God moments were incredible
throughout this trip. The highest was
talking with Blake, Teddy, and Jeffrey
every night. We would read Revela-
tion and discuss our opinions. We all
would share what was on our hearts
without judging or worrying why we

thought that. We would ask questions
and discuss what we all thought. | saw
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God and wants to lift His name up. We
would all be into the praise, and |
could see God was moving through all
of us. Everyone who went had such a
great serving heart and wanted to
make a difference.

| learned a lot from this trip. | learned
that everywhere has homeless people
and that there are only a few who
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want to serve. |
learned how badly |
have been treating my
friends, parents, and
most of all God. |
learned that homeless
people have nothing,
yet they know God
more than | do, and I'm
fortunate enough to
have a roof over my
head. | learned that
the work we did was
hard, but the sites real-
ly needed help to ben-
efit the community. |
learned a lot about the
people | worked with and how |
should be devoting my life to God,
and nothing else matters.

In conclusion, this trip touched my
heart. | love the people who went, all
of them. | also love the people | met
at these sites and the homeless peo-
ple. | really need to dedicate myself to
read the Bible and do devos. My life is
only so short, and | should be doing
Nashville every week in my own life,
school, home, and community. This
trip and the people who went have a
special spot in my heart.

Eileen Liu

My trip to Nashville has been the
most blessing experience I've had.
There were highs and lows — mostly
highs —and times when | could really
perceive God working in our presence.

There were so many moments of hap-
piness during the trip. On the first day,
we went to downtown with an organi-
zation called People Loving Nashville;
one of my highs was being able to
meet some of the homeless who lived
in the streets. One of them, Ed, really
touched my heart. He gave his testi-

mony through a song he wrote and
told us how studying the Bible and the
Holy Spirit helped him overcome his
drug and alcohol addiction. He was a
good reminder of what strong faith
can do. Another high throughout the
week was gathering every night to
worship in the chapel. Just hearing the
mixture of voices echoing in the air,
praising the Lord, was a beautiful mo-
ment to be in. Another high was work-
ing with my teammates at Papa’s
Place — a house occupied by Family
Affairs Ministry — renovating and or-
ganizing their land. Most of the time
we were there, | was busy pulling
weeds (which was surprisingly fun). It
was soothing to just sit down and
work on the ground while chatting
about nothing and everything with my
friends. I'd never felt that type of calm
before, and it was the most pleasant
experience.

| was also able to see moments when
God was working in us. For example,
whenever we worked together,
whether it was stacking boxes or
forming an assembly line, it was with
almost seamless ease. There was
hardly a time when someone was
stalling around, waiting to be told

28

Missions without Borders

what to do. Everyone
was eager to help. One
day, when we were
helping Project Cure
organize their dona-
tions, four of us were
stacking boxes. Around
the last 15 minutes,
when the rest of the
group was done with
their tasks, we were
down to the final box-
es, and | almost didn’t
notice when seven
more people appeared
to help us finish. Every-
one lent a hand, and
we finished stacking in almost no time
at all. Generally, when working with a
group, it’s rare when everyone is so
willing to help and everyone finds
something to do. | know that we
couldn’t have done it without God’s
helping hand.

Finally, there are so many things |
learned, both from my experiences
and from the people | met. | learned
that it isn’t all that difficult to survive
without a phone. When we first gave
our phones to Scott, | was admittedly
worried that | would miss so many
happenings and updates and that |
wouldn’t be able to take any pictures.
Surprisingly, though, | barely thought
of my phone throughout the entire
trip. | also learned that manual labor is
really rewarding. It was pleasant to be
able to see the product of all our hard
work in the end. For example, when
we finally finished our work at Papa’s
Place (pulling weeds and renovating
the land), it was refreshing just to take
a step back and look at all the hard
work we had done. It made me proud
to be able to say, “Wedid that.”
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My tribute to Sherry Ye

Yan Ding

Sherry, to me, is more than a colleague; she
is a dear sister and friend. | was a graduate
student when | first met her at church. Her
family had just moved from Alabama. | was so excited
when | found out that they both graduated from the same
university a few years ahead of me. It was like finding a
family member thousands of miles away from home. Lat-
er, we became colleagues for 15 years. It was always very
pleasant talking to her, no matter what topics we were on,
especially when | encountered some humps in my career a
few years ago. She was such a good listener and let me
vent.

When | finally stepped outside of the turmoil, | was
ready to share the good news with her, only to find out
that she was diagnosed with cancer. | still remember that
when brothers and sisters came together to pray for her,
she prayed, “Lord, | am afraid of pain and so scared.
Please give me strength to walk through this.” Fighting
cancer is tough and difficult and has lots of ups and
downs. Yet, her faith became a blessing for lots of people
around her. Every time | visited her, | felt | gained more
than | offered. Her earthly body became weaker and
weaker. However, her fighting spirit never ceased until the
final moment.

The last time | saw her was the day that she went to
be with the Lord. Despite almost a week-long sleep, she
was awake and very alert. After prayer, she tried to reach
out her hand. | held her hand and said, “This is Shirley. |
am here on behalf of CDC friends and colleagues. We love
you!

“Don’t worry about your family. They are all in God’s
hands. Put down the burden and rest assured in Father’s
arms, which is far better.” Although not able to speak, she
moved her head slightly and clearly indicated her under-
standing. Later that evening, she
was surrounded by her family. l
Brothers and sisters were singing
hymns, while she went to the
Lord peacefully.

Dear Sherry, we miss you!
But | know that this is only a
temporary separation. We are all
going to see you again one day.
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My name is Grace Yang. I'm
in seventh grade, and | go to Riv-
er Trail Middle School. | grew up
in the church, but | didn’t find
Bible study or Sunday school in-
teresting, and | never paid atten-
tion when | went to church. |
knew about the Bible and a few
stories in it, and | had a little bit
of faith that Christ existed and
that the gospel was true, but |
wasn’t sure of that faith. | didn’t
pray often, and | never read my
Bible outside of church. I strug-
gled to be patient with people,
and | had problems keeping my
temper in check, especially
around my parents.

| don’t remember when, but |
do remember that one time in
Youth Group, my counselor,
Wendy, spoke about where we
were in our faith. She asked us
where we would go if we died
that night, and | wasn’t sure. |
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didn’t know if | would be going to
heaven or hell, and that scared
me. That youth group session
was a wake-up call, and | realized
that | needed to get more serious
about my faith. | needed to get
close to God, but not just to be
saved. | wanted to be able to help
other people find God.

Last summer, after | finished
sixth grade, | went to Shocco.
Although Shocco was very short, |
learned so much, and it changed
me a bit. | understood more and
paid more attention in Sunday
school, the English service, and
Youth Group. | would ask and
answer more questions, and |
began to grow my faith in Christ.

Another push for me was the
most recent winter retreat and
the trip to Nashville. I learned
about freedom and about how
God really has everlasting and
unending love and grace for us.
Through youth group, many of
my questions were answered, like
why people suffer, and Nashville
also pushed me to read my Bible
more.

I’'m a very ordinary person,
and not much about me is spe-
cial. | struggle with school, like all
other students, but | know God,

m Who | can always trust and pour
" my heart out to.

45

Hi, my name is Raymond Chen, and |
am a sophomore at South Forsyth High
School. I just moved to Georgia about a
year and a half ago.

My family has always been Christian,
but | was never a true Christian. Back in
Tennessee, | rarely went to church. | knew
about Christ before, but | never knew what
he did for us until after coming to this
church. When | first came here, my mom
was dragging me, but after a while | start-
ed liking it and started attending Youth
Group.

Last summer, | went on my first mis-
sion trip to Whirlwind, and it was life-
changing. During this mission, we were
studying in the book of Ephesians, and one
quote really stood out to me. It says, “For
by grace you have been saved through
faith. It is not your own doing; it is the gift
of God” (Ephesians 2:8). | realized that |
am saved only through faith alone and by
grace alone. The reason | want to be bap-
tized today is to be obedient to God and to
follow God’s commandments.
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Hey, everyone, I’'m Tiffany, and | go
to Northview High School. Unlike
most of you, | did not grow up in the
church. However, | did learn about
Christianity at a young age. | remem-
ber my grandma would always tell
me about Jesus: His coming and His
return. She taught me worship
songs, and she taught me how to
pray. Even though | didn’t know en-
tirely about God at the time, | was so
fascinated, and | wanted to know
more. | wanted to know God. How-
ever, he seemed so fictional to me,
like He was too good to be true.

Before knowing Jesus, | always
felt like a part of me was missing; |
felt empty. After my family became
Christians, we started to include God
more in our lives, but we didn’t start
going to church until | was in eighth
grade, because my parents were
always busy with work. That’s when |
really began to know God and who
He is.

In the summer of sophomore
year, | moved here for educational
reasons. | really wasn’t happy about
this decision at first, because | had to
make new friends and be two hours
away from my closest friends. Also,
school was much harder here, | had

to put in a lot more effort to get the
grades | wanted, and a lot of times |
wouldn’t get them. | became so
stressed about my future and about
whether | would even get into col-
lege.

Not long after school started, |
started attending this church. | felt
like I was learning so much every
Sunday, because the church | went
to before only gave sermons in Chi-
nese, so | did not pick up everything
the pastor said. At my first winter
retreat, | felt the presence of God,
and | felt the strengthening of my
faith. | felt the hole in me fill up; | no
longer felt like a part of me was
missing. That’s when | realized | truly
accepted God into my life. | started
to do daily devotionals, and | also
started a Bible reading plan. | felt
much closer to God, and | just felt
like my relationship with Him had
become so real.

| began to volunteer at the
church daycare on Sundays, and |
joined a club called Flood Student
Missions at school, where | eventual-
ly became one of the leaders. | was
able to do many service projects
through Flood. It was also something
that helped me strengthen my faith,
because | was able to help out and
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serve the homeless, underprivileged
kids, and drug addicts who all trust-
ed God so much despite the condi-
tions they were in. | realized that
even though | had some struggles
and had to make major adjustments
after moving here, overall the move
enabled me and gave me the oppor-
tunity to strengthen my faith and
really build my relationship with
God. | realized that this is all part of
God’s plan, so | am learning to trust
in Him more and leave everything in
His hands. In addition, | feel like God
is telling to take my next step on this
journey with Him. Therefore, | have
accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and
Savior.

for all of you who were baptized mto Christ
have clothed yourselves with Christ,

~ Galatians 3:27 ~
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It is hard to believe that Words of Blessing has been

with us for 12 years now! Through all these years, | have
never experienced such a mixed set of emotions as |
have while producing this issue! We have articles that
inspire, and ones that sadden. But in each story, we
deeply feel the grace, love and purpose of God. Brother
Dongjian Guo and sister Hong Peng gave up their jobs
and belongings to follow the Lord. They have begun
their training as missionaries in California!

In the meantime, several of our dear friends have
gone to rest in God’s peace after long and difficult
battles with illnesses. They each had lived a rich and
beautiful life in this world, and as testimonies, they held
on tenaciously to Jesus as their light and savior through
the toughest time.

He persevered because he saw him who is in-
visible. (Hebrews 11:27)

HEBREWS 11:27
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