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Looking fov the Lost Sheep
o — M

Pastor Ghi

n

H:you lose something valuable, you would search hard to recover it. But if you
make no effort to regain it, perhaps it was never that important to you.” The same
holds with our life in the church. When we lose something valuable, we will
certainly look hard for it.

Now if you ask our Lord Jesus Christ, “What do you treasure the most in the
church?” what would he say? Once, at a prayer meeting, a church sister confided
in me her sense of loss for the brothers and sisters who have stopped attending
church. They are seekers who came for a while. Some are baptized. Some even
served in church functions. But for various reasons — misfortune, busyness,
conflicts — they have become gripped by worldly concerns, away from God, and
away from the church. When she thinks of these wounded and lost souls, her
heart breaks. | was saddened as | listened to her. Through her tearful words, | am
reminded of what is precious to our Heavenly Father, what He most wishes for us
to find.

Remember the parable of the lost sheep. "Which of you men, if you had one
hundred sheep, and lost one of them, would not leave the ninety-nine in the
wilderness, and go after the one that was lost, until he found it?” How many
people have attended our church over its seventeen-year history? Thousands?
Where are they now? Do we miss our Christian brothers and sisters? Have we
invited them back to worship with us? And when they return, do they feel
welcomed?

Why do we not actively seek out the lost sheep? | can think of four reasons. We
may have been hurt; our love towards our brothers and sisters may have been
misunderstood or rejected. We may be weary of setbacks; it may be difficult to
persuade those who have stopped attending to make room in their lives for God
again. They are likely busy with work, raising kids, or having fun. We may be
suspicious of their faith; perhaps they attended church only for ulterior motives, to
take advantage of others’ kindness. They may even possess questionable morals.
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Finally, we may be too busy with
our own work, our children, our
lives.

Given these obstacles, it is natural
to ask: Why is it our responsibility
to find the lost sheep? We find two
answers in the story of the
prodigal son.

-

First, recall the prodigal son’s

transgressions. In Luke 15:11-12,
the younger son asked for his
share of the family wealth. By the
law of Moses, the oldest son was
entitled to twice the inheritance of
the younger son, so the younger
son was in line for a third of the
assets. And by the Jewish custom,
the father could distribute this
wealth either through a will, which
occured after his death, or as gifts
to the children while he was still
living. However, the Jewish rabbis’
teaching states that one should
not bequeath to his sons while still
alive, as the act of the sons
dividing the father’s wealth in his
presence is disrespectful. But not
only did the prodigal son ask for
his portion of the family asset
directly from the father, he in turn
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sold everything for cash, including
his share of the land, and left for a
distant town. Not keeping the entire
piece of land within the family name
dishonored the land and was a
humiliation to the father. Moreover,
leaving his hometown estranged the
son from the family. All these, of
course, were causes for the father's
grief.

The word “prodigal” in Luke 15:13
means wastefully, recklessly
squandering away money. The
younger son was also morally
corrupt, debauched, and
self-indulgent. He befriended
disreputable people, was captive to
the wickedness of the world, and
was headed to certain destruction.
The famine that struck impoverished
his dissolute life. With no work or
income, he survived by hiring himself
out to feed pigs. (The Jews regard
pigs as unclean, not to be eaten. No
one was willing to feed pigs, for fear
of contamination.) But the prodigal
son not only fed the pigs, he was so
hungry that he was willing to eat the
pigs’ pods, as no one gave him any
food. At this low point in his life, he
finally repented.

There are two parts to repentance:
first, leaving evil; second, turning to
God. So is the prodigal son’s
repentance genuine? Is he going
home just for bread? Certainly his
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sinful nature cannot all change at
once.

When we study Jesus' parables, it is
important to understand the key
points. This metaphor is not about
whether the prodigal son was sincere
in his repentance, but that he returned
home to his father. Also important is
that repentance is not a one-time
event, but a continuing process. It
involves a recurring sense of remorse,
a repeated desire to reform, a
continuing need to turn to God.

Each time we repent, we engage
deeper with our sinful character.
When a non-believer repents and
accepts the Lord, this is only the
beginning of a more profound
repentance. In fact, repentance
should be a life-long process and
experience, because we all inherited
Adam’s corrupt nature when he
committed the “original sin.” That is,
we are born sinful creatures. Sin is
part of us. It completely infiltrates our
body and soul, corrupts the whole
man. It blinds us from the truth and
makes us ignorant of God. Therefore,
sin is innate, intertwined in all our
thoughts, emotions, will, and
behavior. The fight against sin is
ceaseless. When you clean the house
by shutting the curtains, one does not
see any dust, and the house appears
clean. But when you pull the curtains,
the sunlight reveals a house full of
dust. While many of us have believed
in the Lord for a long time, if we open
our hearts to the truth of God, we will
still see them full of dust — full of sin.
Repentance, therefore, is not an
isolated event. Repentance is
non-stop in the course of one’s life.
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Most of us have the impression that
John Newton repented to God and
wrote the hymn "Amazing Grace”
when he survived a storm on a ship
used for slave trade. As a matter of
fact, the initial repentance was just
that, a "simple repentance," and only
after at least ten years, he finally saw
his sin in the slave trade and wrote
the words to “Amazing Grace."
Repentance begins with finding one’s
own spiritual poverty, and seeing
how much pain one’s sin causes
others. God is merciful. He lets us
withess our transgressions, and lets
us repent. He gives us time to
gradually see and understand how
our sin hurts and damages. As the
lyrics go, "l once was lost, and now
am found, was blind but now | see.”
Repentance gives us the strength to
apologize. This is a process that
does not stop.

B -3 -
The most important thing in the
“awakening" of the prodigal son is
that he began to turn to his father
(Luke 15:17). Consider how low he
had fallen from his prior position — a
young master of the family with no
material worries. As a pig feeder, he
was starving. Of course, he had no
one to blame but himself. But in his
most contemptible state, his
conscience began to awaken. He felt
guilty for his evildoing and the pain
that it had caused others.
Unfortunately for one lost in sin,
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The Voice of Our Shepherds

In sharp contrast to the ways that the prodigal son
squandered and wasted, the father generously and
unconditionally gave. Even before the son repented,
his father had
already
accepted him!
Before the
prodigal son
was able to
prove his
sincerity and
to serve, the
father had
already
revealed his
love! The
father’s love
forgave the son, even when the son was undeserving
of any absolution! All this grace simply because he
was the father's son — a precious lamb. Our
heavenly Father loves us the same way, and sent his
only son Jesus Christ to sacrifice in search of His
lost sheep. As the prodigal son returned home, he
was a sinner who repented, a son who “was dead
and is alive again,” “lost and is found” (Luke 15:32).
This of course is a cause for celebration.

“Rejoice with me,
for | have found my sheep
that was lost”
Lok 55

The love of the father for the young son represents
the love of our heavenly
Father for all the lost,
wounded, and weak
sheep. If you are lost,
wandering, or searching,
come home to the Father.
He anxiously awaits with
his merciful love, and will
put on you His best robe
and remove the sadness
in your heart. He will kiss
you again and again, light your spirit with love, so
that you will never be alone or lost. But the Father's
love is not only for the prodigal son, it is also for the
eldest son.
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When the eldest son (the "prodigal son at home")
was angry and refused to enter the room (Luke
15:28), when he accused the father of being unfair,
his father said with affection, “My son, you are
always with me” (Luke 15:31). The father did not
refute the son’s accusation. Nor did the father call
out the son’s jealousy and self-righteousness. On
the contrary, the father only stressed their
unbreakable bond and reminded the son that
“everything | have is yours” (Luke 15:31). The father
then explained the reasons for his happiness:
“because this brother of yours was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found” (Luke 15:32). This
also served to remind the eldest son not to forget
that the prodigal son was not only a son, but his
younger brother. We do not know how the parable
ends. The Bible does not tell us whether the eldest
son welcomed his brother, or if he attended the
feast. Similarly, the Bible does not tell us whether
the young son left his sinful ways, or whether he was
given additional shares of the family fortune. These
are unimportant to the moral of the story.

The point of the story is about the two lost sons who
do not see the father’s heart. Jesus called on both
sons to repent, to love and respect the father, as
they should. But even when the young son did not
honor the father, but instead humiliated him with his
reckless lifestyle, the
father’s love for the
son remained
generous and rich!
Similarly, when the
eldest son was
angry and accused
the father, the father
showed his love by
calling him "my son,”
forgave his criticism,
and reminded him that of all the riches that would
come his way. The father’s love for both sons was
absolute; it did not depend on the sons’ reciprocal
love. Given such unconditional love, how have we
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expressed our love to our
heavenly Father? Have we made
an effort to experience his love?
Have we told Him, “Father, | love
you!”? And do we, as Pastor
Huang reminds us, spend 30
minutes with Him each day?
Regardless of the number of
children we have,
daughters-in-law and sons-in-law,
how do we show them our love?
The answer is to spend time with
them, and to help them in their
times of need.

Recall our lost brothers and
sisters. When we do not actively
look for them, we are no better
than the eldest son, lost in the
house. Only through the process
of seeking our lost siblings will we
discover the narrowness of our
hearts and the limits of our ability.
We are the first to notice when we
lose a wallet, a purse, or a cell

phone, and we will make every
effort to recover our lost items.

But we don’t make the same effort

to find our lost brothers and
sisters. The eldest son in Luke 15
is like the Pharisees. Not only
does he not care about the lost
sheep, but he expresses his anger
about Jesus’ kindness towards a
sinner. The Lord Jesus is a study
in contrast to the eldest son. He
makes every effort to return every
sheep to the Father. This should
also be our calling! Every Sunday,
when we come to church, we
must remember those who are not
present. Invite them. Bring them
back to the Father, just like you do
with your personal valuables. One
by one, let each of us find a lost
sheep every week.

11

The Voice of Our Shepherds

And remember we are also
sinners — lost inside the house.

When we search, do so with
empathy. When we find them, talk
as if we are one of them. Only in
this process will our spiritual life
be changed by the grace of God.
Do not judge the prodigals like
the Pharisees. Remember to treat
them with the same grace as the
Father shows to us. We are the
lost sheep inside the house,
looking to return the lost sheep
outside to the Father.

So whether we are the one lost
outside the house or the one lost
inside, let’s go home together.
Let’s reunite with the Father for a
feast and together love our
heavenly Father! Let’s look for the
lost sheep of Atlanta in the
second half of the year, and work
with the brothers and sisters of
ACCCN to return them to the
Father.
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SIM 2 x1.3 billion 2017.6. 17

en years ago, | shared about Two 1.3 Billion. Today,

Chinese and M’s are much more than this number,

which means the challenge is even greater now.

From the disappearance of RK in Malaysia and the
killing of a young Chinese couple recently in Pakistan, we
know that this ministry is hard. Yet, recently, many churches
and individuals have shown their love for the 1.3 billion souls,
and that really moved us to go forward.

M were concerned about what Christ’s followers are doing,
yet they found out that Jesus is the answer and decided to
follow Jesus. As they experience the love and peace from Je-
sus, the path of their new life is a challenge. Please remember
them in prayers.

Here are some praise and prayer items:

e David and Julia got married on April 7 in Columbia, S.C.
Pray for their new married life, David’s work and their
heart to serve the Lord.

e Remember RK and the family of the young couple in your
prayers. Pray for those MBBs also.

e  Chicago and New York—My ministry in these two cities
from mid-May to mid-June was a real blessing.

e Asia trip (July to August)—I will have a busy schedule
again for this trip. | am excited to walk the old and original
Silk Road with another 27 brothers and sisters (July 12-
24). As China is working on Belt and Road with many oth-
er countries, pray that in a few years, | shall lead a trip
from the northwest of China to the Mediterranean
(Israel).

e Training: Solid and practical training will enable the minis-
try to bear fruit. Opportunity is at our door; if we are
equipped, then we can walk far.

e  Writing: | decided to add articles to my book (Da-Mo-Fei-
Sha) to make it more complete. The articles from January
2015 to January 2017 included the burning down of the
church building in Niger to the dedication of the new
church building. Also, when the demand for training and
teaching increases, | can hardly find books in Chinese to
assist the ministry. So | decided to try writing more relat-
ed books in the years to come.

e Video of our family’s ministry in Africa: Over 3,000 copies
were distributed, and one Christian TV [network station]
is asking permission to show this video.

e Jobis very busy. His senior pastor resigned six months
ago, and he is going to lead the summer retreat in early
July and lead a short-term mission trip to New Mexico in
late July to serve the local Indians.

e  Ruth’s home assignment is coming up in October, which
means she will travel some to visit supporting churches
far and near. She has been in Thailand for almost three
years.

Thanks for praying!

Pastor and Mrs. Wong

2017.6.17
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Sandy’s sharing:

In May there’s a three-week training about sharing
the gospel in our church. This training reminded me again
that | should be a person who shares the gospel any time
and all the time! | seldom shared good news with others
after | gave birth to my daughter. When the preacher was
teaching, | repented and made up my mind to practice shar-
ing the good news more often. | prayed every day that God
would lead me to meet the proper people. God is so faithful!
One or two days later, my husband and | took our little
daughter to go for a walk. We met two girls who thought our
daughter was very cute and wanted to play with her. We
stopped and talked with them. We found that they are soph-
omores in the nearby university and even in the same major
with me. | told them how | became a Christian and how Je-
sus changed my life. | invited them to our church, and they
were glad to come. That Sunday, on our way to the church, |
shared four spiritual principles. They liked the atmosphere of
our church very much and were willing to know more. | be-
lieve this is God’s plan — when | am ready to be used by
Him, He gives me the opportunity to give testimony for Him.
God also encourages me by this to be a person ready to
share gospel any time and all the time!

Please pray for us:

e Sandy often feels backache and lumbago after
breastfeeding the baby; pray that she could insist on
doing exercise.

e We could have the wisdom to follow up our friends who
are interested in the gospel.

e Chongging is a city with fierce spiritual fights, and much
gospel ministry is strongly suppressed. Pray that the
Lord bind all deeds of the devil here.

AEHLTE
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Caleb’s sharing:

I think you noticed that two Chinese were recently
kidnapped and killed in Pakistan; actually, they were mis-
sionaries. | felt sorrowful that such young lives were treated
so cruelly by terrorists. But | also gave thanks to the Lord for
their martyrdom as they rested from their labour on the
Earth, finished what the Lord had entrusted to them, and
went back to that glorious heavenly home.

There are about 2.9 billion people who haven’t
heard the gospel in this world. We need to send out great
numbers of workers to the unreached people; otherwise, we
can’t accomplish the Great Commission. According to the
estimate, if 130,000 workers were sent out to these un-
reached people, they would have the chance to hear the
gospel. What could Chinese churches do? The current situa-
tion of Chinese churches is worrying. We have 70 million
believers, our economy has also taken off, but we just sent
out less than 2,000 workers. Korea just has 15 million believ-
ers but sends out 25,000 missionaries. According to this pro-
portion, China could send out 125,000. When can we send
out so many workers — 20 years later, 30 years later, or that
day will never come? During the past 200 years, there have
been 20,000 missionaries who paid their lives for the Chi-
nese; when will Chinese churches pay the same price? With
these questions in mind, let’s pray together that we want to
see the 2030 vision come true and see China become a great
sending country.

Caleb & Sandy 2017.06.30
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Hello, ACCCN family,

| am writing again to you to update you on a couple of
things.

First, | wanted to thank you for your prayers for my father.
He is still in the hospital and has recently applied for Medi-
caid under disabilities. He can eat well and speak, but he is
still unable to use his left side. We are praying and hopeful
that if the Medicaid is approved he will be transferred to the
rehabilitation center, where he can get much-needed aid.

Second, seminary education has been difficult as of late be-
cause | am trying to juggle six classes alongside with every-
thing else that has been going on. | think one of the things
that | wish to pass along that is helpful to me is the belief
that we all share that Christ will one day come to judge the
living and the dead. | strongly believe that, in our rich and
affluent lives, this is a teaching that is put into the back of
our minds. | wish simply to remind you about how amazing
this teaching is. Those who suffer and are poor can under-
stand that the rich and poor, the wise and simple, will all go
to the grave with nothing. Death is the great equalizer.
When the day of the Lord's judgment comes, how will He
judge the way we used our finances, our privileges, our gifts?
When the Lord sent his seventh plague of hail and thunder
to the Egyptians, He warned them to save their property.
The Scriptures say that those who feared the Word of the
Lord saved their property, and the ones who paid no atten-
tion came into ruin. So shall we fear the Word of the Lord, or
shall we be met with God's just recompense for our wrong-
doing? But in Christ, we have a place of rest and salvation for
our souls.
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Third, because of my father's situation, he being my primary
supporter for seminary, the financial burden for seminary
has increased. | would like prayers here, for | know that the
Lord will provide according to His good pleasure and will. |
pray for you as well, for you are beloved by God and are re-
membered as partakers with me in the Son, who died for our
sins.

Fourth, | am sure that many of you have questions that you
would like answered about Christianity. If any of you have
questions, | would love to answer them. You may directly
contact me through email at alexkim934@gmail.com

| would love to answer questions and see to it that we can all
grow in wisdom together, regardless of where we may be.

| pray that you all may grow together and experience peace,
joy, love, truth, and grace.

Many blessings in Christ,

Alex Kim 04242017
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NEWS FROM THE DU FAMILY J||=
Cru
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ

On April 29, Timothy was baptized in the church. We were so thankful for
his initiative to take this faith step to proclaim his faith in public as a follower of
Jesus. We also want to thank you for your faithful prayers and your generosity
in supporting his upcoming mission trip to Albania from June 20 to July 28.
Their group of about 30 MKs will be ministering with the Albanian local long-
term missionaries to the youth in that country. May God empower this group
of young disciples of Jesus to bring His gift of salvation to those He has pre-
pared in advance!

In May, | (Kent) went back to East Asia to meet 20 GCM leaders from the
country. | had the opportunity to teach the word of God to coach GCM leaders.
It was a great confirmation which God gave me for his calling for me. In light of
God’s work in China, in spite of many difficulties, | believe God continues to call
me to gather people to work as a team to help fulfill the great commission in
China; to see China become the world’s largest missionary sending base. | will
travel to China/Asia three to four times a year for leadership meetings, teach-
ing and coaching GCM leaders.

Our GCM staff sister Han had shared the gospel with a Tibetan girl named
Duoma in 2009. Duoma has been growing in her faith om Christ. Because she
is illiterate, she used the tape recorder sister Han gave her to listen to the Ti-
betan Bible every day. Duoma watched the Jesus film many times. She is very
passionate about evangelism and has shared Christ with her relatives and peo-
ple in her village. She’s used Jesus film equipment to show Jesus films many
times and passed out 100 Jesus film DVDS. Many people heard the gospel
through her powerful testimony! Please pray for Duoma.

Please pray:

1. For Timothy’s Albania mission trip — for safety, fruitfulness, and spiritual
growth.

2. Jean’s mother is very weak from malnutrition. Pray she will be able to eat
more than just a little rice and boiled cabbage.

3. Jeanand | will go to a mission conference in Asia in July. Pray for our prepa-
ration to teach and encourage. (Jean will stop by China to see her mother.)

4. From July 16 to 24, we'll attend CRU bi-annual U.S. staff conference in Colo-
rado. Pray God will minister to the thousands of staffs through Bible clas-
ses, seminars, vision castings, etc. We last attended in 2008 and were
greatly blessed. We’d appreciate it if you’d consider giving an extra gift
toward our cost of the conference. (our staff account # is 0600326)

4344 Cleary Way, Orlando FL32828. (321) 295-2663 kentjeandu@gmail.com or kent.du@cru.org
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Paul & Melissa Chi — Trinity Evangelical Divinity School Newsletter — April 2017

Dear fellow brothers and sisters in Christ,
A quote to share:

Peace be with you in this season of Lent, as Easter is fast
approaching. Indeed, the time to come is a unique one, in
which the posture of our hearts should not be reduced to
mere lamentation or celebration, and the focus of our minds

Endless desire mixed with chance is a
dangerous cocktail. It leads to impaired
vision and the payoff never satisfies. It is a
troubling reality when we recognize all

cannot simply stay in remembrance or look toward future the winning games we played were in the
hope. It is a time when we give our undivided selves to that end losses: loss of time, loss of energy,
Good News of Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection, true loss of resources, loss of relationships. All
and complete. So, let us come and sit at the foot of the our rolling about, where has it taken us?
Cross and listen well, with our whole /iving and being, to We live in a world of gratuitously given

gifts, but we would rather pay — for noth-
ing is free. Except, we are the nothing that
This semester so far has been characterized by mentorship is free. — Dan Haase

and ministry in and through CrossLife Evangelical Free
Church, which has given way to much formation and reformation of my understanding of the Church
(ecclesiology). I praise God for providing me with a wonderful mentor who meets with me regularly to
discuss and challenge my ministry and spiritual formation. I have also been enjoying my various studies,
especially concerning the relationship between who God is in Himself (ad intra) and the created, those
outside of God (ad extra).

that strange and beautiful story.

Melissa recently accepted a first-grade teaching position at Westbrook School for Young Learners in
Mount Prospect, I1l. Both Melissa and I are overjoyed by this opportunity God has provided, and we seek
to discern how God is calling her to be his witness to those whom God will place in her attention and
care. Due to this new job, we are planning to stay in the Chicagoland area for at least two more years, un-
less God calls us elsewhere in this time.

Some of you may be aware of the extension of my seminary graduation date (to May of 2018) due to not
being able to take summer classes for two summers, a semester of lighter load due to physical illness and
financial limitation. I am grateful for you who expressed understanding and offered prayers throughout
those times. Thank you for participating in God’s ministry in me. If you have any questions regarding the
details of my financial or prayer needs, or more information on my life and callings, or if you feel led to
support my seminary study in any way, feel free to contact me by email (zpchi@teds.edu) or phone (678-
687-0491). Melissa and I would also be delighted to bring to the Lord any prayer requests you may have.

Please offer these praises and prayers to our Lord with us:

e  We praise God for providing Melissa with a new job and give thanks to His hand of guidance during the process. We pray that
God will grant wisdom, courage, and endurance to Melissa and that the light of Christ will shine forth from her being and her
ministry in this new environment.

e  We praise God yet again for the equipping opportunities he has provided for me, from seminary studies to serving in my church.
May God grant me peace and discernment concerning my future direction.

e  We pray for my family in Georgia as they are facing some tough issues right now. May the peace of Christ be in all their hearts,
and may the hope that is promised to us in the Gospel be the guiding force of their every action and thought.

e  We confess our confidence and joy in “the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judg-
ments, and his paths beyond tracing out!” (Romans 11:33)
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| have organized a Taiwan mission
trip multiple times. | am especially
accustomed to one service site: an
orphanage called Cathwel Service,
just outside of Taipei. | am familiar
with our service responsibilities, the
living arrangements, and the
surrounding township Shen-Keng.
But this year we had a longer stay in
Taiwan. Rather than staying at Shen-
Keng for the duration, Cathwel
helped us to arrange a new service
opportunity, at a facility for the
mentally retarded in a town one and
half hours south of Taipei called
Guan Xi in Hsinchu Province.

While exciting, the uncertainty asso-
ciated with an unfamiliar place can
be challenging, even unnerving. But
here we are at Guan Xi, up in the
mountains with striking scenery.
The organization is Huakuang Intelli-
gence Development Center, and our
lodging is a place called You Gen
House. Most residents of the house
are adults with developmental disa-
bilities and need long-term care. Our
responsibilities consisted of working
in the bakery or as servers in the
restaurant, Tung Blossoms Pasta and
Cafe.

We were given a short introduction
on the day of our arrival. We lear-
ned about the founder of Huakuang,

#d $34 < Rev. Istvan Jaschko
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Fr. Istvan Jaschko. Born in Hungary
in 1911, Fr. Jaschko received his me-

dical degree in Germany and went to

China in 1936 as a missionary. He
stayed in China, suffered through jail
time and labor camp, and eventually
came to Taiwan in 1955.

Fr. Jaschko noticed that handi-
capped children would be left on
the street when their parents
were at work, so he founded
three institutes in the area to
offer the children a place of safe-
ty and education. Rather than iso-
lating the handicapped children,
Fr. Jaschko introduced an open
method of living that allowed
them to interact with the local
population. Our time was spent
working with the more able of
the residents, in the bakery and
the restaurant.

During the orientation, we were
told about the three animals giv-
en to Fr. Jaschko before he de-
parted for China: donkey, pig, and
camel.

Why these three ani-
mals? For donkey, be-
cause Jesus rode on the
back of a donkey into
Jerusalem. This animal
is hard-working and
perseveres, carrying
heavy loads on its back
without complaints.
The lives of
missionaries are full of
challenges. They need
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to persevere under difficult
circumstances.

The pig has a reputation for being
unclean and maybe smart. But
more importantly, the pig is
adaptable and can adjust to his
environment regardless of its
conditions. This is true of a mis-
sionary, who is away from friends
and family, often in an unfamiliar
culture and language. He/she
needs to be adaptable, to be able
to serve under difficult
conditions.

The camel has also many
qualities: hard-working, per-
sistent. But the most pro-
found significance of the
camel is that when he
rests, he is kneeling. This
serves as a reminder that
wherever we are, whatever
we are doing, we need to
take time to pray!

Listening to the story
made me realize the
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weakness of my faith before coming
to Huakuang. | was hesitant to come
at all because of my unfamiliarity with
the living facility and with the kind of
work that we would perform. | was
also concerned about whether my stu-
dents could adapt to the more rural
environment and would they feel that
the work is too difficult.

Yes, as a group leader, | have an obli-
gation to learn about a place as much
as possible and to ensure the safety of
my students. But | was worried for
the wrong reason, afraid simply be-
cause it was a place | hadn’t been to. |
didn’t let God lead. He knows the
place! Fr. Jaschko had paved the way
long ago. In the end, the week did
challenge me and my students in small
ways. Minor inconveniences, really:
limited transportation, plain food, no
7-11 around, no ice water, no Wi-Fi,
etc. But it was a great experience, and
| look forward to going back next
year!

Casting the whole of your care [all your
anxieties, all your worries, all your con-
cerns, once and for all] on Him, for He
cares for you affectionately and cares
about you watchfully. 7 Peter 5:7
(AMP)
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My Taiwan Mission Trip Experience

Emilie Lin

Many people participate in
their first mission trips nearby,
whether in a nearby city orin a
neighboring state, knowing that
they are not too far from home. In
my case, my first mission trip con-
sisted of taking a 15-hour flight half-
way around the globe to Taiwan.
Traveling with five other high school
students, | had no idea what this
journey would bring, especially be-
cause | did not know them very well.
However, | learned to rely on God to
bring us to the right destination and
keep us safe during our two-week
stay.

During the first week, we
stayed at an orphanage in Shen-
Keng, a city located in the southeast
corner of Taipei. Each of us was giv-
en a partner we would be serving
with on different floors of the build-
ing every day: 1F housed the oldest
kids, 2F had infants, and 3F consist-
ed of the toddlers. Every day, Mi-
chael and | would serve together,
feeding the children and playing
with them. The first few days were
rough; | found how difficult feeding
and caring for the babies could be.
They would do things like slap the
spoon away or spit the food back
out, making the job messy
and frustrating. In addition,
when the kids cried (which
was pretty often), | did not
know what to do. We were
afraid of making it worse if
we tried to approach or
comfort them. One time a
kid with a very powerful
grip managed to pull out a
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large tuft of
hair from my
head. Howev-
er, with time
and guidance
from God, the
kids grew familiar with us, and every
day improved. As | got to know Mi-
chael better, we learned to work
together as a partnership. This
taught us how vital teamwork and
cooperation were, especially on a
mission trip like this. We learned to
be patient with the children and
understand their struggles. Dealing
with so many kids, | realized how
God always provides; the presence
of the kind workers and returning
volunteers is so important. Without
them, these kids wouldn’t have the
opportunity to get the attention and
care they need.

Since Michael and | were
assigned to go to the first floor more
often, we got to know those kids
much better and to create strong
relationships with them. Even
though we did not directly teach
them the Gospel there, we were
able to gift them with lasting memo-
ries and lessons that taught them

how God would want them to act,
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such as sharing and forgiving one anoth-
er. Through all our struggles and difficul-
ties with the kids, God was able to help
us realize the importance of love, kind-
ness, and patience, especially in an envi-
ronment like the orphanage.

As we sadly said goodbye to the
Cathwel Services kids, we rode a van to
Guanxi, a rural area in Taiwan. There, we
lived in the middle of a series of moun-
tains, away from the city. Because of the
abundance of mosquitoes, we were obli-
gated to wear long pants, which made it
uncomfortable, especially in the hot and
sticky climate. However, we had to learn
to adjust and get used to the conditions
in order to focus on serving God. The
institution we lived at cared for a surpris-
ingly large number of adults with special
needs. We were assigned to help at a
bakery and a pasta café. At both loca-
tions, disabled people with mild condi-
tions were working alongside us; they
were provided with a chance to make a
living on their own and be a part of the
outside world, which | thought was very
cool. There was a supervisor at each lo-
cation, and these ladies were so
thoughtful. At the bakery, when we
made bread, the supervisor would al-
ways take a loaf of what we made and
bring it to us so we could have some. In
the restaurant, the supervisor taught us
how to make milk tea and always sur-
prised us with different treats, such as
waffles or ice cream. In addition to that,
they introduced us to the workers and
helped us get to know them.

ot pr——

At first, | tried to keep a dis-
tance from them. Not having much expe-
rience with people with disabilities, | did
not realize how hard-working, kind, and
thoughtful they were until later. Every
day, they would wake up very early in
order to ride a series of buses to the bak-
ery or pasta café to work. One of them
even went out of his way in the morning
to go to a supermarket and buy us red
bean bread, making sure we were well
fed (a lot of us weren’t used to the cafe-
teria food they served here). The super-
visors called them “students,” but we
were the real students there. The work-
ers were skilled in making every type of
bread or every food item on the café
menu, but they were kind enough to
allow us to try and to teach us a lot
about what it takes to work in a café and
bakery setting. When we ate in the cafe-

teria, they would all pray together before

eating, and whenever they saw us,

they’d always greet us enthusias-

tically. One time, when we were
washing dishes, one of the work-

‘2
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ers approached me and started
talking to me. She was so polite
and nice, telling me that | was
pretty and asking me where we
were from, how we got here,
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and how long we were going to stay. She
also told me about her relative who
works in the United States. After | said
good night to her and went back to our
table, | realized how overwhelmingly
kind these people are. When | first set
foot into this institution, | was very afraid
of interacting with them. Eventually, |
realized how wrong | was. From their
generosity to their prayers at every meal
to their friendliness, | truly saw how God
was doing wonders at this institution.

Although | came to Taiwan to
serve the people and help them, this trip
also helped me learn a lot. Aside from
discovering Taiwan'’s culture through our
occasional sightseeing trips, | learned to
adjust to unfamiliar climates and living
conditions even though they may be un-
comfortable. | also witnessed how far
little acts of kindness go and how God
has affected so many people’s lives all
around the world, not just in America. |
realized how important being patient,
loving, and caring is and how it can truly
change others. Throughout all the strug-
gles we faced, | got to meet such inspir-
ing workers and volunteers who dedicate
their time and efforts to help these peo-
ple and to make lifelong friends within
our serving team. None of this would
have been possible without the guidance
and protection of God.
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I have put off writing my reflection
on the Taiwan mission trip for almost
three weeks, simply because | knew it
would be difficult to relate my experi-
ences through words on a page. This will
likely not do the trip any justice, but
here is my best attempt at conveying
what we did and the effects of our jour-
ney.

We began our missionary work with
one week at the Cathwel Orphanage.
With our assigned partner, we would
take on a new floor with a new age
group of children every day. Our daily
responsibilities included spoon-feeding
children who were reluctant to eat,
cleaning up food that didn’t quite make
it down their mouths, playing with the
kids, soothing crying infants, and so on.
Since they were so young, we couldn’t
really share the Gospel with them, so we
shared God’s love for them instead.

Words of Blessing | August 2017

At first, all of the children seemed
wary of our presence; after all, we were
foreigners. They kept to themselves,
playing with their own toys in the cor-
ner, and some would even break down
in tears if we attempted to approach
them.

By the third day, they started warm-
ing up to us as they began to recognize
us as regulars at the orphanage. With
smiles on their faces, the children joyful-
ly chased us around, built towers with us
out of Legos, played “house” with us by
forming makeshift families, tossed
around balls with us, and much more
that | would never have expected from
them. While | was impressed with the
love and care provided by the workers
and volunteers of the orphanage, it still
surprised me that these abandoned chil-
dren were capable of displaying such
heartfelt happiness.

Once the week had come to its con-
clusion, | couldn’t bear to leave the or-
phanage, as | had become quite
attached to the children after spending
so much time with them.

With a heavy heart, we moved onto
the next destination, the Huakuang In-
telligence Development Center. At this
somewhat remote center in the moun-
tains, disabled adults learn to get
through life as best, and as normally, as
they can. Our missionary work here con-
sisted of helping out in the bakery, shap-
ing and cutting dough to be made into
bread and man tou, and in the restau-
rant, and serving food and beverages to
customers.

During our days spent at the bakery
and restaurant, we had the opportunity
to work alongside a few of the patients
from the Huakuang center. They were all
extremely generous to us, going out of
their way to explain how to do things
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and what certain machines did, offering

us snacks, and providing us with chairs
to sit on during our breaks. These people
were some of the milder cases at the
center, and we got to hear about the
lives of several. One young man had to
bike for miles to get to work every day,
and another had suffered permanent
damage from a motorcycling accident.

As with every mission trip, | devel-
oped a greater appreciation for my own
life through my experiences. However,
my Taiwan mission trip brought me
some fresh realizations and newfound
perspectives. At the orphanage, | was
overjoyed when | received news that
one child would be adopted soon, but |
couldn’t help but worry about the obsta-
cles he would face, growing up in an
unfamiliar land with unfamiliar people,
living with the knowledge that his real
parents were unable to take care of him.
It was also depressing to think about the
uncertain fates of the other children.
God blessed me with a loving family with
two parents who would do anything for
me, so | never really understood how
much life would differ without steady
parents to constantly rely on. | continue
to pray for these children, that they will
someday find loving families to care for
them and be able to live unburdened
lives.

In our society, disabled children and
adults are frowned upon, and | must
admit | was always uncomfortable
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| know many people

who have gone on
mission trips and
come back claiming
that their lives had
become completely different. | used to
think that they must have been an exag-
gerating, but after this trip, | too think
my life has changed. When I first heard
of this trip, | was a little hesitant to go to
a totally unfamiliar setting with people |
didn’t know too well. However, I'm glad |
decided to go as it was one of the best
experiences I've had.

It was eye-opening to see how
different, yet how similar, people can be,
whether it was in culture, manners, or
any of the other human behaviors | saw.
| started to notice random things about
how Taiwan was different — or surprising-
ly similar — to the States. Like how most
people didn’t apologize when they
bumped into me, how immaculate the
restrooms were, and, ironically, how the
stores were all playing American music. |
also noticed a big difference in the food. |
thought | knew and was used to what
Korean and Taiwanese foods tasted like,
but | couldn’t have been more wrong.
When we had the empty heart vegetable

(Z5023€) on our first day at the orphan-
age, | didn’t think it tasted all that differ-

wan mission:

Eileen Liu

ent from the ones back home. But now,
whenever my mom cooks it for us —
which is quite frequently — I can tell that
there’s something off. It just doesn’t
taste the same.

Apart from eating and sightseeing
during the first week, bonding with the
kids at the orphanage and my partners —
Emilie, Janet, Dylan, Jack, and Michael -
were my favorite parts of the trip. It was
pleasant (and a little surprising) to see
how quickly my presence could affect
other people, and vice versa. For in-
stance, during our last day at the orphan-
age, we were sitting with the kids, color-
ing with crayons. After we finished, Dylan
and | started cleaning up. One thing led
to another, and the two of us started
having a full-on crayon fight, throwing
the crayons at each other. Maybe it was-
n’t the best idea, but we had a fun,
laughter-filled time. Afterwards, as we
were walking out the door, | spotted one
of the kids throwing crayons. | was sur-
prised, because this kid was usually very
obedient and good. It was a little unnerv-
ing to realize that the kids were all
watching and observing us, and it made
me more aware of my actions and
showed me that everything | did had a
result, no matter how small it could be.

a l'evie W
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At the orphanage, some days there
would be four of us serving on one floor,
but most days it was me and my partner,
Dylan, serving on one floor. | didn’t have
much experience with kids, and at first, it
wasn’t very easy to interact with them.
Add in the language barrier and the un-
easiness about new faces, and | was
quite nervous. On the first day, Dylan
and | sat and chatted between ourselves,
neither really knowing how to interact
with these completely unfamiliar little
humans. After 10 minutes of just talking
and nervous laughter, we spotted some
Legos and felt compelled to build a tow-
er. As we constructed the tower —we
called it Taipei 102 —the kids crawled
over one by one and helped us build it.
(Admittedly, some did the opposite of
“help,” but we didn’t let that stop us.)
Slowly but surely, | could see them open-
ing up to us and having fun. After the
inevitable heartbreaking fall of Taipei
102, the kids started talking and includ-
ing us in their games.

Gradually, Dylan and | learned how
to work seamlessly as a team. Some-
times, when we couldn’t think of ways to
play with the kids, we would sing and

ture and my own life.
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around these individuals. Seeing the residents at the development center and their joyful faces as
they said good morning to us each day and becoming one of their coworkers, | now know that these
individuals are capable of compassion and strength beyond our understanding. God made them
different, but that does not mean we should treat them any differently. Instead, we should provide
them with the love and assistance they need to overcome their difficulties, and we should come to
appreciate our own healthy bodies and minds. Although | was initially worried about how the Taiwan
experience would contrast with life in the comfortable bubble of Johns Creek, it proved to be a mean-
ingful mission trip that strengthened my faith and brought about new understandings regarding cul-

BE | 20175 A A



Missions without Borders

dance funky moves with them and enter-
tain them together. One day, we were
playing with the toddlers, and there was
a new younger child no one really no-
ticed. Dylan found her sitting by herself
under a big playset and sat down with
her. He called my name, saying only
“she’s new” and pointing at the little girl.
Without a word, | immediately grabbed
the child | was playing with and plopped
him down next to the girl. To our utter
surprise, the two of them almost imme-
diately began holding hands. Dylan and |
looked at each other, slightly stunned.
We didn’t try to pull them apart, but |
could tell they were holding on tightly. It
was a monumental moment. Not long
after | sat down, many of the other tod-
dlers followed suit, and we all sat under
the playset, simply enjoying each other’s
company. The kids were the calmest they
had ever been, making room for each
other without fighting and assigning each
other seats, while Dylan and | watched
silently. By the end of all their shuffling,
the new little girl was tentatively smiling,
as if she wasn’t used to so many people
paying attention to her. It was a fleeting
moment, but, in my opinion, a moment
of teamwork. Dylan first comforted the
little girl and | brought the other kids to
keep her company, without any of us
having to say or suggest a thing. It
showed me the importance of teamwork
and how pure its results can be. | defi-
nitely couldn’t have interacted with chil-
dren as much if | hadn’t had my partner.

As the days
went by, we

=Y cameto
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know the
children
better. |

learned
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their names
and their

favorite colors and which foods they
liked or didn’t and so forth. | learned to
love them. Not only was it lovely to bond
with and learn about them, but it was
also amazing to see how willing the adult
workers were to spend every waking
moment raising so many children. | could
really see the Holy Spirit in them. They
had such tough jobs, what with coping
with the deathly humid air of Taiwan,
feeding the kids — which proved to be
quite difficult as many of them simply
refused to be fed —and all the other re-
sponsibilities they had, yet they were so
filled with patience and benevolence.
Even when a worker was reprimanding a
child for misbehaving, | could tell that the
worker was doing it out of love and was
never actually angry. The love they had
for the kids was truly inspiring and
showed me how powerful God’s love
could be.

During the second week, in a special
needs facility, | could feel God all around
us as we worked. | worked in the facility’s
bakery the first day, and most of us were
pretty clueless about how to make bread.
Nevertheless, the workers got us going
almost immediately, patiently and kindly
explaining things to us. | was so afraid of
doing something wrong, but the workers
never got angry or impatient when we
didn’t know what was what. They also
never found the language barrier a prob-
lem. One came up to us while we were
sitting and chatting, waiting for the bread
to bake; he thought | didn’t speak Chi-
nese, so he tried to speak in a stuttering,
broken English to beckon us to look at
something. It was obvious he didn’t know
much English, and when | told him —in
Chinese — that we understood him, he
was absolutely flabbergasted and broke
out into a wide, almost childlike grin, as if
it was the best news in the world. It filled
my heart to see someone so excited to
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talk to other people.

The other workers were equally
wonderful. The supervisor of the bakery
was very generous and always offered us
bread, even after our profuse refusals.
She was a kindhearted lady, always ex-
plaining the steps slowly and giving us
tips and tricks. She was also very passion-
ate about her job, something rarely seen
nowadays. Every time she spoke about
her bakery, she simply glowed with ex-
citement. It was refreshing to see a per-
son working in a place she loved so
much. As for the rest of the workers,
many of them had difficult lives. For ex-
ample, one was only 23, and he woke up
at 6 every single day to catch three buses
just to get to work, yet not once did |
hear him complain. All of the workers
were always happy to be working and
sincerely enjoyed the work they did to-
gether. | couldn’t have had a more stellar
time working with such people-loving
people.

| didn’t expect this mission trip
to change my life as it did, but I’'m grate-
ful for every second and for all that it
taught me. I’'m glad to have made a
difference, no matter how small, and
delighted to have found lifelong friends
along the way. Although the trip is over, |
can’t wait to continue serving others,
whether it is on another mission trip far
away or simply through small acts of
kindness in my community. From learn-
ing to love even the most difficult kids, to
watching kindness and joy flow out of
people, this trip has been full of won-
ders. Never have | so truly known how
lovely it is to be lovely to others.
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Name: Kelly Feng

This was my first mission trip and my first time serving
outside the English congregation and Children’s Minis-
try. I had never been to Whirlwind or the New Mexico
mission trip.

I learned a lot at Nashville, especially since | wasn’t
going there to be a tourist, but to serve others and be
a disciple of Christ. No complaining, no arguing with
ministry leaders, and no distractions. This was a week
when | could focus my faith in God to help others get
to know Him.

I learned that others can be very open when a ministry
helps them. In one instance, when we were serving
dinner on government property, | met a man named
Mike. He had lost everything and yet continued to be
positive, and we had many laughs. | regret that | did
not tell him about the Word, yet he was so open about
telling me all about himself: where he was from, his
hobbies, his family, and how he got to Nashville in
search of a music career. This man inspired me be-
cause he had dreams and tried to follow them and
hadn’t given up. He told me he played guitar, and we
both had a love for music.

| am very grateful | was encouraged by friends in the
youth leadership team to attend my first mission trip
at Nashville. This will be an unforgettable experience
in my walk of faith.
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Name: Ethan Ma

Whirlwind this year was quite different from last year’s Whirl-
wind. This year we decided not to do VBS and instead do a Bible
time with the kids we were serving. | initially thought that the
decision would be a bad choice, but God thought otherwise. The
choice to add Bible time was an amazing one, as it gave kids the
opportunity to learn much more about Christ than they would
have otherwise.

Though many kids decided to participate just to receive popsi-
cles, there were some who truly paid attention to what was being
said. | distinctly remember walking around the parking lot when |
saw one of our team members sitting on a ledge, reading to two
of the kids. | was amazed by how much attention the kids gave
and the questions they asked. | then proceeded to walk around
the building and saw another one of our team reading to two
other kids. | decided to sit and listen, and, to my surprise, he
handed me the book. The other teammate and |, along with the
two kids, truly had an amazing Bible time.

Before this, | had thought that we were doing nothing to spiritu-
ally impact the kids on this trip, but after this event | realized just
how wrong | was, and | think that this was very humbling. Though
most of the kids didn’t care about the Gospel, the kids who truly
wanted to learn made this mission trip worth a lot more.

Overall, the Whirlwind mission trip was a very humbling experi-
ence that | think | have learned much from.
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Name: Allen Pan
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During these three mission trips, | have
grown a lot from all the experiences | was
exposed to. It was so great to see all that
God was doing in these different loca-
tions.

During Nashville, the first mission, it was
amazing serving with the other youth who
went with me. The trip really reinforced
the mindset of just always staying hum-
ble. The people in Nashville we interacted
with didn’t have much to work with, yet
many of them were still so joyful and
trusting of the Lord. We really had time
just to serve and love on the people of
Nashville. | went last year as well, and |
could already tell how God has moved in
just the last year.

It also really taught me to be grateful for
what | have, to always be rejoicing in the
Lord, to first seek the kingdom of God, to
trust in Him, and that His will be done.
Since returning from Nashville, | have
tried to the best of my ability to become a
more humble and thankful person, so that
His name would be glorified.

The second mission that | went on was
Whirlwind, and | learned many things
there as well. One thing that stood out
particularly was the obvious sense of spir-
itual warfare. We had a time of Bible
reading each day for the kids, and the
difference between some of them was
just incredible. Some really paid attention
and enjoyed listening and reading along
with us, while others couldn’t wait for it
to be over.

and New Mexico

One girl | met was Giselle. She really loved
the Jesus Storybook Bible, and | ended up
giving it to her. She was really excited to
take it home and read it. | spent a lot of
my time with her that week, and we really
built a good relationship. | pray that God
would just do a work in her, along with all
the other children at Whirlwind. Through-
out the mission, | learned to be more pa-
tient, since some of the kids could get
rowdy at times. | had to show God'’s love
to them and just love on them.

The final mission, and probably the most
memorable one, was New Mexico. It was
such a blessing to have been able to serve
with such a great team. This year’s team
was significantly bigger than those in pre-
vious years, and the Lord really provided.
The number of kids and teens we served
was much larger than what | heard it had
been in previous years.

This mission trip was by no means easy. |
worked with the teens, and every day we
would have small groups after the initial
message. During small groups, we split
into batches of about five to talk. It was
really tough to get the teens to open up
and talk with us. My partner was Charlie
Yang. Together we tried our best to ex-
plain the message and Gospel to our
group. Slowly, the teens started talking
more and more, but not really opening up
too much. Many times, they just said
what they thought we wanted them to
hear.

Missions without Borders

But on the final day, during small group,
we realized the importance of getting
through to these teens and really planting
that seed. We just went through the gos-
pel, and soon enough one of our group
members opened up and laid out his life
story. The Lord is just so good in the way
that He does things. By the end of the
discussion, the teen had tears in his eyes.
We just prayed with him and tried to
equip him as best we could so that he
could hopefully start his walk with God. |
learned the importance of ministering
and sharing the gospel with others.

There was a church from South Carolina
that came as well, which is a big reason
the team was much larger. We made a lot
of new friends and built lasting relation-
ships, and we still talk to each other daily.
We also had worship together and lots of
communion and lots of joyful experienc-
es.

Overall, these three missions have taught
me so many valuable lessons, and it was
an honor and privilege to serve on all of
them. Thank you!
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When | was in a youth in middle school, | '
viewed the New Mexico mission as one that 4
only the most dedicated Christians in the
Youth Group went on. The mission required
so much planning, money, and preparation
that | had always felt unworthy to go.
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As my high school years blew by, | struggled
in my faith and began to look at academic
success as a source of my worth. | participat-
ed minimally in the Youth Group over freshman, sophomore,
and junior years, in contrast to my middle school years. At the
beginning of my second semester senior year, | was disappoint-
ed in the harvest of the academic efforts | had been making
since | was five. God showed me through my senior year that |
could not dictate the direction of my life, and that my friend
group or my commitment to my scholarly interests was never
going to make my life meaningful when | perished. God was
good to me then and still is. He pulled me back from the idol |
had made from the talents He had blessed me with and from
the temptations of the world.

As | began to realize this, the youth pastor, Scott, asked me one
Sunday morning after service if | wanted to come to the first
New Mexico mission meeting that Sunday afternoon. | had al-
ready missed the registration deadline by at least two weeks,
so, obviously, | had no intentions of going on the mission. How-
ever, the Holy Spirit reminded me of all the opportunities to
serve and grow that | had missed and regretted over my years
as a youth, so | said yes to Scott that Sunday. My mindset
changed from unworthiness to go on the trip into one of will-
ingness to grow and take the opportunities that God had given
me to serve.

This was going to be my first mission aside from my mission to
Whirlwind in eighth grade and my continual visits to Whirlwind
over the years. Coming into the mission, | told myself that | had
no expectations and that | was ready to joyfully serve God on
the trip however | could. In my mind, | suspected that He would

HEHREBER

use me to serve the children’s group at New
Mexico because of the gift He has given me
to work well with kids.

The first day of the VBS at New Mexico

L, passed, and | had made no strong relation-
‘ ships. | told myself that it was OK, and that
there were still four days left. Day two
passed, and it seemed as if the kids just
were not opening up to me at all. Sure, they
told me their names and played ball a little
with me, but nothing grew out of it. Day
three passed, and then Day four went by. |
was disappointed on the night of the fourth
day. There was only one day left, and | felt
as if | had made no impact during my time
on the mission. | asked myself and God why. Why did | spend
this time and money coming to New Mexico?

I somehow ended up talking with one of teens that night about
what she thought about the mission’s impact on the local com-
munity and if she was Christian after all the years she had been
coming to the mission. She replied that she was not Christian
despite all the years of attendance and that she had not seen a
real impact. | went to sleep that Thursday night thinking and
thinking until | fell asleep. God grew a relationship out of that
conversation that night, and we had more conversations the
next and last day.

On the last day, when kids and teens started talking
and saying their goodbyes to me, | realized that God had grown
relationships under my nose that whole week. | did not realize
His hand was at work. God had shown me this just before the
mission, but | had already forgotten on the mission that | could
not do anything with my own will and ability. He used me when
| was talking to a Navajo teen about my uncertainties of the
mission and when | was just sitting on the playground alone,
trying to enjoy the breeze. It was when | was least expecting it
and when | was least intentional about reaching out with my
own abilities that God used me to make an impact on the Nava-
jo.

The mission was only a week long, but | hope to go
back regularly every year so that the Holy Spirit can do its work
glorifying God through my presence on the mission.
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Name;: Hansen Du

| was the male counselor and chaperone for the past Whirlwind
mission trip. Every year, in the beginning of June, ACCCN’s
Youth Group holds a week-long mission trip in Azalea Place, an
apartment complex that houses low-income, minority families.
We held bible time for the kids, and outside of that time we
loved on them and played with them. Although | had gone to
Whirlwind before as both a counselor and a youth, it was not
until this mission trip that | learned about some of the challeng-
es a leader in the church faces guiding a team of youth.

This year was a team of fourteen boys. They were great, fun,
and, at times, a handful. As a counselor, my responsibility was
to lead and care for them as they went about focusing on the
kids in the mission trip. A counselor or any leader in the church
can make a ripple in those they lead with the smallest choices,
and there were many times when | learned about this dynamic.

During Whirlwind, | deeply wrestled with myself and my own
weaknesses. There were a few times when | wanted to explode
in frustration. There were times when my stress and fears
would take over. There were times when the love of Christ was
hard to find. There were times when bitterness was waiting to
make a move. | learned that the biggest threat to a leader and
his team is himself. | learned that a good leader in the church is
not a person who is perfect, but a person who is imperfect and
is willing to bring his own evilness to the cross and to God.

I also went on the New Mexico mission trip. On this trip, the
mission team worked on the Navajo reservation with many low
-income families. It was different from Whirlwind, because of
the huge cultural differences and environment.

We had teams for different age groups, and | was on the team
for children. We held playtime, small group, worship, and crafts
time with the children. | was the leader and representative for
the children’s team from ACCC and ACCCN. | co-led the whole

Missions without Borders
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children’s team with Anita and Emily from the Chinese church
from Columbia, S.C.

On the third day of the mission trip, | struggled with stepping
up and being a representative for the ACCC and ACCCN teams.
My flesh did not want to hold the responsibilities that came
with being a leader. Coming from a culture that finds great val-
ue in age, | was intimidated by my co-leaders. They were Chris-
tians who were older and more mature in faith than | am. To
me, age means experience, wisdom, and strength. My first day
as a co-leader was terrifying. How could the team expect me to
be its co-leader and spokesperson when a few of them were
older than | am? What if | misspoke? What if | lashed out in
anger? Would | make the right calls standing next to Christians
who seemed to be ages ahead of me in their faith? Would |
even be a good leader and ambassador of Christ? Questions
like these flooded my mind and fueled my deepest fear, failing
those | was leading and who were depending on me.

In all of this, and from the guidance of one of the youth pas-
tors, God taught me that | did not need to have everything all
together. | did not have to be the leader who knew and could
do everything for the team. | just needed to offer what | had
and to be a faithful servant of Christ.
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ENETE A Life in Christ
‘ L]
By Scott Lilly
Churches and youth groups often
grumble at the lack of volunteers.
There seems to be a shortage of those
who have a heart to pour into the next
generation. Student ministries were
created to address the spiritual needs of teenagers/college
students, yet these ministries often suffer for lack of sup- There is a misconception that counselors need to be able to
port. Why is this? relate to what the youth are going through. Frankly, I cringe
at this notion. The last thing our youth need is people who
In part, youth are not easy. Their world is much more self- I . ne .u you 'SP p. W
e can relate to their sinful, foolish, and lost ways of thinking.
centered and materialistic than when you were a youth. . .
L . i) We need counselors who love God. This is the only require-
Couple this with a lack of Godly parenting, and it’s hard to .
. . ment and desire for our counselors.
pour into those who refuse to be filled. Thankfully, we have
people of all ages and backgrounds willing to pour into our If you love God, we'd love to have you join us for Friday
youth at ACCCN. worship. Don't think of Friday night as Youth Group, but as
. . another place of worship and fellowship as we learn how to
People often ask me what an ideal counselor looks like. love God, and others more, through His Word.
N 4

By Richard Matthews

Why is it that the most important job in
the universe can be done only by the
least qualified creatures on the Earth?

A fox in the forest, a bird on the wing, a
sloth suspended from a limb — any one
of them could do a better job of telling
about the goodness of God and about
the perils of evil, because every one of
them receives everything he needs dii-
rectly from God. Not one of them is
tainted by the slightest trace of evil; all,
in fact, are immune to its allure.

Such purity, sadly, is alien to us humans.
Once ranked next to the angels and giv-
en dominion over the animals, we now
dwell at the bottom of the scale of godli-
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ness among Creation’s beings. Yes, eve-
rything we have still comes from God,
but we are condemned to toil endlessly
for each crumb and morsel as the cost of
our crime in the Garden. And as we
know all too well, we thirst for evil the
way we should be thirsting for God. We
are pitiful spokespersons for the greatest
message of all eternity.

Yet the duty falls to us — must fall to us —
because we alone can communicate
with the creatures who need that mes-
sage the most: ourselves. We alone can
explain why God is great, and why we
are not, even though we are all too
proud of our talents and skills and ac-
complishments (virtues that we have
done nothing to obtain). People who do
not love God enough, not even for a
moment, must tell others, with the
greatest sincerity, why they must love
God totally. Sinners — knowing, willing
sinners — must tell others, with the
greatest urgency, why they not only
must not sin, but must not even be
tempted.
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It would be a ludicrous picture —if it
were not one that God Himself has
painted.

If we were smart, we would turn down
the job. God does not require us to be
smart, however; He requires us to be
obedient. And since He has given us the
Great Commission to spread His truth to
every fellow human, and to the farthest
corners of the Earth, we have no choice
but to try, to endeavor, to struggle, to
fight to accomplish this unlikely mission.

That is why | want to be a counselor for
Youth Group. If fallibility and unworthi-
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ness are the ultimate credentials for this
role we are ordained to play, | am your
man. | may do no better a job of convey-
ing this most precious message to the
most precious of our species than would
the sloth on the limb, who cannot even
speak; but speak | will, my words drawn
from the Bible, assembled with prayer,
and delivered from every bit of heart |
have, flawed though it is.

This will never be enough, | know. Per-
haps no one will listen, but that is not a
reason to refuse; God did not give us a
promise of success, only a command to
try. | hope only that what | do is some-
thing worth doing, and that it might
spark at least a glimmer of new or deep-
er faith within one or two among the
group. Thankfully, | have seen signs of
that now and again, and when I do, | am
filled with joy that my yearning to serve
may, in fact, be of some service. | don’t
expect to initiate any great changes in
Youth Group, but | do hope and believe
that touching even one young person’s
soul will be an accomplishment that
brings some small pleasure to God’s all-
seeing eye.

By Wendy Lam

What’s the point of being a Youth Group
counselor? Isn’t it time consuming? Isn’t
it hard to relate to youth who are so
much younger than you? Isn’t it hard to
be there for four to five hours after a full
day of work? These are the questions I'm
always asked, and my answer is always
“yes.” Yes, but it’s not about me. It’s
about them. It’s about our King and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ Himself.

I’'m a Youth Group counselor for several
reasons. First, because it was something
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that God had put on my heart. Second,
because | was lucky enough to have
mentors who were strong in the faith
and deep in The Word when | matured in
the Youth Group. Their love and passion
changed my life, and | want to do the
same for those who come after me. |
remember what it was like at their age:
struggling through “feeling the faith” and
struggling to live it out; deciding if this
God was really out there and why He
hadn’t saved my friends. But | also re-
member being poured into with sound
biblical knowledge and an intentional
Christ-like love that made me want to
know Him more. I'm a Youth Group
counselor because | believe that the Holy
Spirit can use me as a tool to help His
beloved children run to Him faster than
they can run to the pleasures of sin.

I am in no way worthy of leading our
youth. It is Christ’s voice alone that will
beckon their hearts, not mine. But | am
blessed with the opportunity of being
used to further the kingdom of God. I am
blessed with the love of our youth and
blessed that they find me fit enough to
confide in. Their questions and passion
for knowing who our Savior is drive me
to know Him more myself. The weight of
their salvation is not mine to bear, but it
is something that weighs on my heart.

Thankfully, that pushes me to know the
Bible more deeply and reminds me con-
stantly to call out to God for guidance
and beg for forgiveness. The promise of
the Gospel is the single most important
thing that could transform our lives, and
I've been blessed in this role because it
constantly reminds me of its beauty, yet
the scandal of Jesus’ crucifixion. It re-
minds me of the depth of my sin, but
also the joy and miracle of God’s grace
everlasting.
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By Hansen Du

| smile when they smile, | cry when they
cry, and | rejoice when they rejoice. |
remember one night a male youth con-
tacted me about his darkest sin and his
struggle with his own salvation. He was
broken over it, and he was telling me
how he was pleading with God to save
him. This youth was a joker whom | had
shared many good laughs and smiles
with. He was someone | rejoiced with
whenever there was something to re-
joice over. Now it was time for me to be
someone he cried with.

I am the counselor and small group lead-
er of the eighth and ninth grade boys.
The counselors and Youth Group volun-
teers meet every Friday at 5:30 p.m. to
have dinner together and plan the
night’s activities and future Youth Group
events. | decided to become a counselor
for the Youth Group because of one
word: love. | have always had a desire to
serve and show God’s love to those
around me. Like an older brother to his
younger siblings, | care for these youth
and their developing relationships with
God. | want them to learn about who
God is and what a life with God is really
about. Amidst all of the lies and alterna-
tives the world offers, | want them to
know what true joy, hope, and freedom
are in God.

In my serving, | have experienced and
seen many of our sinful tendencies. |
have seen gossip destroy Youth Group
members. | have seen hurt turn into an-
ger and lash out at others. | have seen
kids walk away from the faith. | have
seen people take, but never give. | have
seen ignorance and a lack of care for
understanding. | have often seen sin and
rarely seen love. | have seen all these
things in the youth, in their parents, and
even in leaders. In the face of all this
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depravity, | have deeply struggled to
love. However, God has not stopped
leading me in his ways.

God has taught and reminded me over
and over again about what love is and
where it can be found — the cross. In the
lowest moments, when my love for God
and His people seemed to have disap-
peared, God taught me (and still teaches
me) how to carry my own cross. Because
of this lesson, | have gotten a taste of the
urgency that Paul possessed as he trav-
eled and preached the gospel in each city
and church. | have gotten a sample of the
sorrow and the urge to plead to God like
Abraham did for Sodom. By pointing me
to the cross, God has helped to under-
stand the dire need for the gospel among
all people of all ages and races. It has
answered and solidified the reason for
the cross in my heart and why | should
tell others about the person who died on
the cross.

I am now leaving the Youth Group and
living on campus at Toccoa Falls College.
Some will cry. Some may smile. But |
hope all rejoice about the experience. It
is God who works through the hands of
his servants. That is something to rejoice
about. In all of this, | have learned to cry
when they cry. To smile when they smile.
To rejoice when they rejoice.

By Katelyn Betts

My journey as a counselor started a cou-
ple years ago — well, maybe more than a
couple! | remember someone telling me
that the Youth Group was in dire need of
counselors for the girls. It was just a
comment, not a call to action, but some-
thing clicked. Before | was really aware
of what | was doing, | said, “Well, you
know, | could do that. | can be a counse-
lor.”

"

It popped out of my mouth, something
that just sort of happened, which wasn’t
really like me. I’'m not usually an impul-
sive person, and | tend to agonize over
decisions. But | didn’t regret it. | decided
that | wanted to give it a try. | started
going to Youth Group and met my group
of seventh and eighth grade girls. It took
us all a while to get to know each other
— and for me to learn their names!

When | finally learned their names and
felt like | (kind of) knew more what | was
doing, | felt like counseling was really
something that God had called me to do.
Even the circumstances that allowed it to
happen had fallen into place, something
that didn’t really hit me until later. Right
before I'd heard that the Youth Group
needed girl counselors, I'd switched part-
time jobs (I worked while | was in col-
lege), and that left my Friday evenings
open. It was a detail that just worked,
and I don’t think it was an accident.

Over time, I've had the indescribable
experience of being able to watch God
work in my girls’ lives. I've seen several
of my girls get baptized, which brought
such joy to my heart. Seeing their desire
to know Him and follow Him grow,
whether or not they’ve yet been bap-
tized, has been so incredibly wonderful.
God has truly been working in their lives.

I’'ve also watched my girls grow closer
together, too, as friends and sisters in
Christ, and it always warms my heart to
see their kindness and willingness to
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reach out to one another. When | think
back on where we started, sitting in a
circle in silence until | finally caved and
broke it, to now, when we have a discus-
sion and my girls all share what they
think, I’'m just so grateful that God put
this opportunity in my life. | know that |
couldn’t have done it and can’t do it
without Him. I’'ve learned to trust God
more through my experience as a coun-
selor, to lean on Him and let Him guide
me.

My experience as a counselor has taught
me so much about humility, compassion,
and faith. | pray that God will continue to
help me be a counselor of this Youth
Group, and that He will guide my words
and actions so that | can really be there
for the youth. | enjoy being my girls’
kooky counselor, and | pray that I'll be
able to continue to watch them grow.
The Youth Group has truly been a bless-
ing in my life.

By Colvin Kenphila

Being a Youth Group counselor has been
one of the most rewarding and yet chal-
lenging endeavors | have had the bless-
ing to be a part of. Counseling has
pushed me to become a more faithful
believer in Christ. The role of a counselor
has brought me joys in seeing how God is
able to work in strange and mysterious
ways to grow the students that | have
been placed in charge of.

My experiences in the five years that |
have been counseling have shown me
my own inadequacy for the role and
have displayed the fact that God is using
me, despite my shortcomings, to raise up
biblical men and women of Christ. | had
always been afraid of becoming a coun-
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placed upon them. It is an honorable
endeavor. More than a counselor, | see
myself as a story teller. | tell of how God
moved in my life and how good and
faithful He is to sanctify me despite my
failures and shortcomings.

To be called to serve humbly as a coun-
selor at Atlanta Chinese Christian Church
North has been a journey that | will nev-
er look back on with regret.

selor myself. | had become too reliant on
what could | do rather than on what God
can do through me.

By Sean Chiang

When | began my current service as a
youth counselor in 2014, | was in a dark
place. In the years prior, | had been iso-
lated from the church, my time devoted
to my career in law enforcement. While |
wouldn’t say that | was in any danger of

Through the trials and tribulations of
being a counselor for five years, | have
learned a great deal. It is not | who
changes the hearts of the students
around me, but it is God who works
through me, and through my students as
well, who brings students to Christ. | am
simply there to share my experiences
and knowledge with brothers and sisters
and to grow with them in the faith. |
have never been the smartest or the
most relatable counselor, and | have
failed many times to display a Godly life,
but that reveals an even greater lesson:
God is glorified in my failures as well as
in my victories.

leaving the faith, | was definitely cold. |
had spent the past three years of my life
experiencing the worst that humanity
had to offer and many, many letdowns
from my own employers and leaders. It’s
only by looking back now that I’'m able
to see just how much | struggled back
then.

Having the opportunity to counsel youth
has always been my most treasured
blessing. The hours are long, and some-
times there are days where | feel as if
God is not moving; but He is moving,
even while | am standing still. | encour-
age all who desire to seek the role to
counsel to run towards what God has

Fortunately, circumstances placed by
God led me back to regular attendance
at ACCCN, and | began to see what | was
missing. Slowly but surely, my heart,
which had grown so hard, was softening.
| realized that I still needed God in my
life and, at my age, that | needed to
serve. Having just participated in my first
New Mexico Mission Trip in 2013, | be-
gan to see that God still had a role for
me in our church and, more specifically,
in our Youth Group. After gradually fa-
miliarizing myself with the youths at the
time, | made the commitment to serve
as a counselor the moment | realized
that my work schedule could accommo-
date it
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Rejoining the Youth Group as a counse-
lor for my second time was one of the
best decisions that God led me to make
in recent years. For all the struggles |
endured as a police officer, | had gained
much experience since my days as a na-
ive college student. | was older, wiser,
and, for the first time, | genuinely want-
ed to serve. More than that, | had grown
to deeply love and care for the youths,
and they gave me something in return,
something that my job rarely gave: a
picture of hope. Instead of seeing people
wasting and ruining their lives in an end-
less cycle of futility and destruction, |
was seeing young adolescents seeking
God and all that He could offer as they
grew towards adulthood. | consider it a
privilege to help them along the way.

The ACCCN Youth Group has been one
of God'’s greatest blessings in my adult
life. I am daily encouraged and reminded
of His greatness and the love that |
lacked in my every interaction with our
youths. | won’t lie, | still face constant
darkness in my job as a police officer,
and | continue to experience the worst
of this world. However, | now have a
light in that darkness that reminds me of
what is still good and that God still
reigns over it all. It is my great joy to
counsel our youths and, by His will, see
them through to becoming men and
women of God.
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The Testimony of Praise

| remember going to church ever since | was little.
| don’t remember why | went, only that my mom
brought me along with her. | remember not really
paying attention and not really being that interest-
ed.

| grew up and became more interested. Then
came winter retreat of 2016-2017. | felt His pres-
ence during one of our speaker’s sermons. Phil,
the speaker, spoke with such passion and zeal.
When others were sleeping, he kept me awake
during those late nights. | was “forced” to pay
attention as he would yell with fire occasionally. |
stayed awake and truly enjoyed his speaking and
the way he spoke.

He delivered a great message during every single
sermon. | took these messages in and looked to
see where and how | could apply this into my life
when | came home. | realized that | had so many
areas where | could better myself.

The previous year, | didn’t think much about the
messages at winter retreat. | just went there, then
went home and forgot about it. | didn’t think
about God much after my first retreat. | forgot |
even went to it. Then, this
winter retreat came
and | realized how
quickly a year
passes. | realized
that if I didn’t
make a change
now, | would
never make a
change later. So,
this year, with God
right beside me, |
will change and live my

Ea ﬂ m life for Him.

Words of Blessing | August 2017
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I don’t remember my life before meeting Jesus Christ, because | feel as
if | have known Him my whole life. One of my earliest memories about
Jesus Christ and the church would be my grandmother and grandfather
telling me about how Jesus loved all of us, and that made me want to
follow Him.

I've always considered myself a Christian, but before | truly got closer
to the Lord (by actively seeking Him through the church), | felt more
distant from people and not very relatable. | also had a hard time
understanding how to forgive others. But on my very first day of active-
ly seeking God He gave me the answer on how to forgive others, and
through my journey He’s given me friends that | can feel much closer
too.

| believe that one is saved when one believes in Jesus Christ and God.
People are also saved when they believe and accept the gift of Christ’s
sacrifice in order to save us from our sins. Salvation is a gift of grace in
that the Lord gave us His only son in order to forgive us of our sins.

This is important because it shows how much the Lord truly loves all of
us and wants us to join Him in the afterlife. | realized that | needed Je-
sus and His salvation in middle school.

Baptism is very important, because it’s one of the two things that Jesus
commanded us (His people) to do. Baptism is a public proclamation of
one’s faith to the Lord and Jesus Christ. | believe that | have always
accepted Jesus Christ into my life, but getting closer to Christ has made
my life better by introducing me to new people and ideas.

Finally, salvation for everyone who accepts Jesus Christ is a lifelong
thing. This is because our sins are not only forgiven once; our sins are
constantly being forgiven as we repent and follow the teaching of our
Lord.
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| have often wondered why my life has
always been blessed. No matter what
happens, somehow, somewhere, some-
one always shows up and helps me
through. Every obstacle, big or small,
seems to be solved by itself.

Is it through my own effort? | can an-
swer definitively NO. No matter how
hard | have tried through the years (I am
almost 49 now), | still can’t figure out
how and why. | did try read as many
books as | could, both spiritual and non-
spiritual, did lots of thinking and con-

templating and meditating, but still |
could not find an answer.

| started to search again when my
marriage reached the point no rec-
onciliation. About that time, | met a
friend who introduced me to ACCCN.
| attended the Chinese service on
Dec. 25, 2016. Though | have limited
understanding of Mandarin, one pas-
sage from Pastor Huang stuck with me.

“Of all the religions in the world, only
the Lord Jesus Christ died for all our
sins, and He has redeemed our sins.
Through his death on the Cross, our sins
are forgiven and we are made right-
eous,” he said, or something close that
nature. | got a clearer understanding

once | started reading the Bible, going to

more services (both Chinese and Eng-
lish) and listening to sermons online.

The Testimony of Praise

Now | know why. Our Lord Jesus has
always been with me. | am just too blind
to see, always looking for something
without and thinking that | can find the
answer.

| did not find Jesus. He found me. The
great thing is that, once | accepted
Christ as my savior and surrendered my
faith to Him, all the struggle that | was
having seemed to disappear. | feel very
at peace even in this period of time
when my divorce is getting even more
stressful.

The Lord Jesus has continued to bless
me. | thank God every day for loving me.
Now, my prayer is for my ex, asking the
Lord Jesus to bless her and help her
find peace within herself.

£ Wy
e sealed ¢ @lfw
RELY;
SPIRIT
m

BAPTISM

and marked. as

CHRISTS
OWN
foréver”

| came to the church a
couple of years ago, but was too
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busy and didn’t come back. | have
been working very hard, and
sometimes | was stressed and
ignored many beautiful things in
life. | wanted to change but found

that it’s difficult. | believe there’s a superpower beyond human beings. It is God, who

created the world. | read the Bible (some sections), mostly alone, and would like to

learn more, and understand better.

On a sunny day in February, | came back to the church, and “accidently”

attended the English Worship service. It motivated me, and touched me, and the

kindness and the warmness felt like family. Later, | joined Mark Fellowship and Wom-

en’s Bible study group. | realized | am a sinner in need of a Savior. | believe in my

heart that God raised Jesus from the dead. | confess Jesus as my Lord and my God. |

receive Jesus as my Savior forever. To my surprise, | have come to the church and

attended the worship every Sunday since that day of February 12th.

| want to turn from the old life of sin to a new life in Jesus Christ, and experi-

ence God’s love and plan for me. No matter where | am on the journey, there is a

plan and a purpose to what | experience. Lord Jesus is watching over, guiding, pro-
tecting and shaping me into a better follower of Christ. | feel LOVE, PEACE and JOY.

Jesus, I'm coming!

|
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Welcome to the Au-
gust, 2017 issue!
Time flies, and fall is
just around the cor-

ner. Most schools around Atlanta
have begun the new school year. Some of
the fellowship groups from our church — the
Sister Fellowship and the Pine Fellowship —
have already started their weekly meetings.
After more than two months of summer
break, it’s very common to ask our friends:
“How was your summer?” “What did you do
this summer?

Y 1235

From the editor

This issue features a number of articles that
share recent experiences of the authors'
mission trips. So many of us traveled a long
way to reach out, to learn, and to testify. In
the past few years, | was involved in a mis-
sion trip to Taiwan. This year, the 16-day stay
in Taiwan profoundly influenced me, the 6
students who participated, and all the peo-
ple that we came into contact with including
the orphans and the developmentally disa-

bled. While we don’t know the long-term
impact of our service, to ourselves or others,
a seed was planted. We pray that through
God’s grace, it will bear fruit.
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