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The Voice of Our Shepherds

Room for Grage:
Contradiction & Conflict ?

Pastor Eric Chang

An Age of Strife

It does not take very long to look around the world to
see that we live in an age of strife. This past year's elections
illustrate that within our country there is much division. In
reality, this attitude of divisiveness was present with us for
some while before the election cycle even began, and it will
likely continue. However, the same attitude and spirit that are
so prevalent have also become an influence within our
churches. Although every individual has a right to his or her
own opinion, | write this article to consider how we might
create a different perspective from the Bible that would help
loosen our absolute grip upon our opinions and our personal

convictions that might contradict biblical ones.
Should We Be in the World?

Perhaps the clearest verses that throw us into the
heart of a challenge are in 1 John 2:15-17. The first and most
important point is that from these verses we can see that
there is a reality that is headed in a different direction than
where true Christians are headed. To better understand this,
two points here need clarification: the meaning of the word

world, and a further explanation of the preposition /n.

First, the word wor/dhere is being used in the sense
that refers to all the people, understandings and systems that
sinfully stand and work against God. Also important, this is
not to be understood as the material world versus the non-

material world/spiritual world. It is in essence the whole of
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MEHYEE
sinful enterprise as op-
posed to God. This is what

world means here.

Second, the prep-
osition /n has often been

rightfully placed against

the preposition of (which is
not mentioned in this pas-
sage, but helps clarify our context). From the passage in 1
John 2:15, we can see that /n does not require living in total
agreement and for the purposes of this sinful ungodly world
system. In fact, John is encouraging us not to become like this
world, becoming indistinguishable from it. Rather, others are
to recognize Christ when they see us. His three-part analysis
of the main components of the world — lust of the flesh, lust
of the eyes, and pride of life — gives us help to resist the di-
rection of the world. But this is where many rightly have said
that we should not be ofthe world. Yes, but we must engage
it every day. We must if we are to function as a part of socie-
ty and fulfill the Great Commission. Like lights that ought to
be set on a lamp stand and not hidden under a bushel, Christ
expects us to live and interact in the world, penetrating it and
not letting it divert us. On the other side, we ought not to fall
into asceticism (an excessively harsh life of discipline and

withdrawal from society).

One powerful parable Jesus spoke that confirms this
understanding of being inthe world but not ofit is the para-
ble of the wheat and tares (or weeds), from Matthew 13:24-
43. The story, in a nutshell is this:A man plants a wheat field,
but an enemy comes along and sows weeds that are so simi-
lar looking they are indistinguishable from the wheat. The
dilemma for the servants is whether they should tear out
those growing weeds, which would involve great expense of
time and energy, as well as destroying the wheat crop whose
tender roots are intermingled with the tares by this point in
time. This is one of the few parables that Christ explains ex-
plicitly. The solution is to let both coexist until the harvest
time, when their fruits will distinguish the two and the master
and servants will be able to separate them. This as a parable

is a wonderful example and picture of the reality that we
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The Voice of Our Shepherds

struggle with, of living /n this world but not being ofit. We should
be /nthe world, but not ofit.

Who Is on Our Side?

But this brings up the question, how can we tell in the
meanwhile who is on our side? The safest answer to that question
in this lifetime is that we simply cannot. We can make educated
guesses and look at the fruit people produce, but until we reach
heaven, and God makes His final judgment, we will not truly know.
So until then, we must always have at least a small shred of humili-

ty in the form of uncertainty.

In my many years of being a Christian, which | hope is only
half over, | have seen thousands of Christians through the large
church | grew up in, through multiple
Christian schools, and through subse-
quent churches | have attended, and |
have been amazed to see how our mo-
mentary judgments are woefully inade-
guate. | have seen people | thought
were strong Christians end up within
the course of a few years walking away from Christ. People who |
never thought had a heartbeat for God turn out to grow tremen-
dously in faith to become church leaders, pastors, and missionar-
ies, and to join other ministries. In the end, we must admit we are
not God, we are finite, God alone knows, and time will tell. This
kind of perspective aligns well with Matthew 13:24-43, as was
mentioned earlier. But another passage provides some pieces that

can also help us as we move forward in our Christian lives.

The Gospel of Luke contains two passages that sit relative-
ly close to each other. If you were not paying attention, it might be
easy to miss connecting them. Placing them side by side, they ap-

pear more strongly to be in contradiction:
“...for the one who is not againstyou is foryou.” —Luke 9:50b (ESV)

“Whoever is not with me is ggainst me, and whoever does not gath-
er with me scatters.” —Luke 11:23

There are some notable differences, such as Christ is
speaking of himself in Luke 11:23 and speaking from His perfect
knowledge and authority, while Luke 9:50b, speaks from our per-
spective. But taking either verse alone may lead to imbalance in

our understanding. Together, there is still a fundamental under-
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MEHYEE
standing that needs to be found with these two

passages that we need to carefully develop.

Luke 9:50b speaks of including people
(ones) who are not opposing you and counting
them toward the cause of Christ. Meanwhile, in
Luke 11:23, Christ clearly states that unless you
are with Christ, you are against Him.

If we hold to the view that there are only
two types of people, those for and those against
Christ, we are left with a contradiction. We will

need to call non-Christians evil and OK at the

same time. However, if we hold to a view that there may

be three types of people — those for, those against, and
those of whom we are uncertain — the picture changes.
The contradiction fades, and those of the third type be-

come a group in between.

We believe the Bible does not contradict itself.

Something cannot be both true and false in all the same

senses. This is the Law of Non-Contradiction. In this kind of
situation that only allows two positions, true or false, this

law also functions with another piece called the Law of the

Excluded Middle. Basically, if the statement is true and

cannot be false in the same ways at the same time, there

should not be other stuff that allows a third situation in
which a position can be in between and cause the exclu-

sive true and false positions to break down.

Using ice cream as an example may help us un-
derstand how these things work. If someone decided to
offer chocolate or vanilla ice cream, we cannot say that

these choices are the only ones. Perhaps strawberry is

available. We cannot say that if they did not choose choc-

olate, they chose vanilla. Not only did they perhaps

choose strawberry, they could have chosen nothing! Re-

turning to our question of who is on our side, because we
cannot know for certain at any moment in this life wheth-
er someone is a Christian or not, we have a third option: |

don’t know. Thankfully, it is not ultimately our responsibil-

ity. What if we made the wrong choice for someone’s

soul? Or if they accepted Christ later?
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The Voice of Our Shepherds

So what is the point, and how does this apply?
We may do our best to gauge whether someone is a
Christian or not, but if we never know for sure, we do not
have a situation that from our viewpoint is clearly only
true or false. In our search for truth, sometimes things are
only either true or false. But we need to be careful that
sometimes there are not only the two positions we hold.
We have, in human perspective about discerning if others
are Christians, a third group. This can also apply to beliefs
of other Christians and what position they hold; many times
positions we hold are not going to stay the same, as we all

ought to grow in our beliefs.

Looking at Luke 9:50b, Jesus is saying that as long as
we are not sure if they are Christians and they are not hinder-
ing Christ’s work, we count them as for us (not against us).
Meanwhile, Christ says in Luke 11:23 that, at other times, if
someone is not clearly for Christ and does hinder Christ’s
work, then he or she is against us and Christ. The opposition

that Jesus answers in Luke 11 matches this.

Now this seems like it may be subject to abuse, and
certainly these two verses have been used, if not in word, in
attitudes and actions, that are imbalanced. In the end, not
only do we definitely not know everything absolutely regard-
ing the salvation of other people, we also are not God, who
alone can rain down full judgment of Christian or not. We
must trust that He will do it perfectly, and at the right time in
the end.

So What About Me?

All of this is not to cause you to doubt about your
salvation, but the admonition in Philippians to work out your
salvation with fear and trembling is very appropriate here.
Also, every mention of elect, chosen, sealed, and other types
of imagery gives believers
tremendous comfort of cer-
tainty or security in Christ.
The real issue here is not
about you, it’s about others
— if they are Christians or
not. We must hold back our
judgments of certainty
(absolute judgment, like that
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WE S

which only God can do). On the other end, we must not say
that we have no responsibility to exercise discernment
(limited judgment) in all life matters. Sometimes it will be
impossible to determine, and ultimately we will always

need to surrender everything to God in humility.
So What About Church?

Put into other words, that means we must discern
all things with grace. Within the church, when we worship,
learn, grow and serve together, we must show that humility
and uncertainty as grace towards others. | don’t know eve-
rything. | must give the benefit of the doubt. | must provide
the opportunity for people to fail. | must give them room to
realize their sin and grow. | must provide time, and space,
for people to exist in many of their differences. The unity
that Christ provides never abolishes the diversity He creat-
ed. The knowledge that He gives us never grants us abso-
lute knowledge and therefore absolute judgment. We must
learn to give the benefit of the doubt, to assume positive
intent. To speak optimistically of all people with the hope of
glorification that is certain! We must not inadvertently
judge others with gossip or slander. We must understand
that people are a work in progress, and that we do not
judge as a final product that which is still being made. We
discern and encourage people to grow. Above all, we must
love, love, LOVE! This is not to make excuses. We must

speak the truth! But in love. Grace ought to create space.
What About the World?

It is especially important that we provide grace in
dealing with people who are not Christians. If we are bring-
ing a message of grace, the Gospel, our means of bringing it
ought to
match the
message.
We must
share the
Gospel of
grace gra-
ciously.
Often we

engage in
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The Voice of Our Shepherds

topics with others with positions that will hinder our
being able to share the Gospel. If there are points of
disagreement, we may wrestle with them, but we
may also set them into a third space in order to en-

gage the important issue of salvation.
Grace for Room and Room for Grace

In summary, one of the most important
things that we can do today that is being lost is to
create that third space of grace. This is one of the
powerful things that the Gospel provides us, that the
world truly does not know how to do to the fullest
extent. True happy dialogue and conversation hap-
pen in that third space of grace. Meanwhile, we
need to cling to the Gospel to always be obtaining
grace and stretching our understanding of what is
grace, so that we can provide room for grace in the
lives of those around us. We all have in common a
need for an uncommon grace. It is just that some of
us have found that, and if we have found that grace,

we need to share it in every way.

Below | have some suggestions of how we

might engage others better.

Never Compromise on Essentials:- The most
essential is the Gospel: justification by grace alone
through faith alone in Christ. We must also never
compromise that Jesus was fully God and became
fully human to fulfill the Gospel. Third, we must hold
to the Trinity, from which Christ, the Spirit, and sal-
vation flow from the Father. Finally, God’s word is
the source for knowing and understanding all of this.
We need to hold Scripture high as inerrant and infal-
lible.

Reduce Conflicts, in Number and Severity:
This can be a difficult process, but the more we bite
our tongues, die to ourselves, repent, and think gra-
ciously of others, the more it helps to build us up.
Even the practical question of whether it is produc-

tive to pick up a discussion can be an act of grace.

Control Emotions: These need to be under-

stood often as byproducts of righteous or unright-
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eous situations or actions. But our sinful nature still
has significant lingering effects, and emotions ought
never lead our lives; rather the Spirit of Truth in Scrip-
ture should guide our minds through our decisions to

walk by faith, our words, and our actions.

Keep it Objective: Not only discuss issues logi-
cally, but see them as objects you can work on with
another person, sharing your observations about some

things, not against someone who is in opposition.

Keep Eternity in View: It is not up to you to
solve all differences. That belongs to Christ. We help.
We begin. We do our best, but God will reconcile all
things to himself in Christ, for Christ.

See Commonalities and Differences as Ave-
nues for Christ: Always think how things in common
and differences can lead to greater discussions about
Christ. For Christians, conversations of growth. For non

-Christians, conversations leading to accepting Christ.

Leave Room for Grace; Remember our Finite-
ness and be Humble: We are not God. Don’t judge as if
we are Him. Don’t pretend we truly know like He does.
Always learn more, discern more, but never lose grace.
The degree to which we understand our salvation is
the degree to which we can provide space for others

to grow as Christians or to become Christians.

The Voice of Our Shepherds
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A few months ago, | was asked to share how our
church can pray for our youth. | put together a Power-
Point and wrote down a page of prayer requests. With-
in that page of prayer requests, there were two items
that stood above the rest.

JUA-A R, AAREK, BRNFH2BWTHEDFH AR

£ BRA-TK, ETTRNARFEET, LFFFRM
M A

D E—ExKmELFHRT, HEHRRARETR

1) Inthe eyes of some parents and youth, earthly suc- SR K
cess takes priority over spiritual life. ’
2) That God would turn the hearts of fathers to their 2) TR SRR, JLro B R
children and the hearts of children to their (B3 EH 4:6) .
fathers (Malachi 4:6). &
SWALL 7, Ryt £ E T oy HARR A X 8 £ o
It is upon these two points that | base my N\ P4
M .

prayer and purpose of ministry.

Iltem No. 1 is my greatest concern. Jesus
spoke more about money than He did about
heaven or hell. Jesus commanded in His sermon
on the mount, “Do not lay up for yourselves
treasures on earth, where moth and rust de-
stroy and where thieves break in and steal, but
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also” (Matthew 6:19-21). Jesus goes on to talk
about how you cannot serve God and money.
Either God is your treasure or money is your
treasure.

HEART

OF THE
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JEREMIAH 29:13

REPENT

seek God, repent, and believe. These three things can-
not happen on their own, and we cannot make them
happen. These three things happen only through the
supernatural work of the Holy Spirit, and they are im-
possible apart from Him.

We must pray for our youth and church to seek
the Lord above everything else. Jesus made it very
clear in Matthew 7:7-8: “’Ask, and it will be given to
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. ®For everyone who asks receives, and
the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it
will be opened.” The promise is there, but so few de-
sire God above earthly success. May the Holy Spirit
break down this idolatry and lead us to repentance
and belief that the pursuit of God is greater than any-
thing found in the universe. “For what does it profit a
man to gain the whole world and forfeit his
soul?” (Mark 8:36)

Paul, in His first letter to Timothy, warns, “But
those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a
snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that
plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love
of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this
craving that some
have wandered
away from the
faith and pierced
themselves with
many pangs” (1
Timothy 6:9-10).
The author of He-
brews echoes the
dangers of money
when he instructs
us to “Keep your

The Voice of Our Shepherds
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life free from love of money, and be content with what
you have, for he has said, ‘I will never leave you nor for-
sake you.’ ®So we can confidently say, ‘The Lord is my
helper; | will not fear; what can man do to

me?’” (Hebrews 13:5-6). The fact that God will never
leave us or forsake us empowers believers to fear noth-
ing in this world except God. Knowing that nothing can
separate us from the love of Christ, we would expect
Christians to be the most joyful and generous people on
Earth, but this is rarely the reality in the life of many
“Christians.”

Item No. 2 is my goal in ministering to the youth at
our church: that | would partner with God in turning the
affections of our youths to their parents. “He will turn
the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of
children to their fathers, lest | come and strike the land
with a decree of utter destruction” (Malachi 4:6). It is on
these final words of the Old Testament that | base my
vision for our student ministry.

In order for Malachi 4:6 to become a reality, parents
must pour themselves into the lives of their children
(not financially but timely and intentionally), and chil-
dren need to tell their parents what is really going on in
their lives. Parents, especially fathers, should be the
number-one mentors in the lives of their youth. Ac-
countability and discipleship should happen not only
with others in the church, it should primarily happen
husband to wife and parent to child.

In response to these two points, we must pray,
equip, and mobilize those in our church to fulfill their
God-ordained roles. Only God can destroy idols and vain
pursuits. Only God can mend the hurt and divisions in
our families. Everything we do as a church should pro-
mote a deeper love, respect, and desire for children to
be with their parents, and vice versa. We are here to
invest and help parents disciple their children, while
teaching children to respect, honor, and love their par-
ents.
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Letter From Jamie Talor 4. Praise the Lord for the opportunity to continue to
journey with the church in China in cross-cultural

T February 2016 ND missions. Currently we are assisting several with a
burden for the Muslims of SE Asia, Japan, as well as
Belated Chinese New Year’s the growing Chinese population in Kenya.

greetings from Hong Kong. Trust

this update finds you doing well and PRAY:

experiencing His sufficient and
effectual grace. 1 Pray for Jamie and Mimi as they travel to the USA,

February 16 ~ March 7, for three weekends of

PRAI SE. ministry. Pray especially for the OMF Heart for Asia
[ ]

conference in Houston on February 18.
1. Praise the Lord for the wonderful
time we had as a family over 2. Pray for JT and McKenzie as they begin to plan for
Christmas in Taiwan. This included their wedding, set for July 17. Almost immediately
being together with all three children  afterwards they will move to Taiwan and take up
plus JT’s fiancée, McKenzie. JT and teaching responsibilities at Morrison’s campus in

December.

3. Pray for Jamie as he continues to prepare for nine
messages on the book of Daniel set to be delivered in
early August at the HK/Kowloon Bible Conference.
May the Lord continue to speak through His Words.

4. Pray for Mimi, who has been struggling with a
cough for a couple of months. May He bring
complete healing!

_ ' . J. Pray for Selina as she continues to work on her
2. Praise the Lord for His protection portfolio in preparation for securing a summer

during a number of training trips that  nternship. Pray that she will be able to manage her
both Jamie and Mimi have been time well.

involved in. Mimi has especially been
encouraged with the opportunity to
use her musical background/training.
Praise the Lord also for safety in

6. Pray for the continued work on the JHT Memorial
in Zhenjiang. We continue to work with the designers
on the designs. (see article for further details)

travel.

3. Praise the Lord that Joy (our In His Fellowship
youngest) has been accepted at a Jamie, Mimi
number of colleges. Her first choice is JT, Selina, Joy
Azusa Pacific University in southern

California. She starts in the fall L v 2
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Hudson Taylor Memorial Tower Rises in China

by James Hudson Taylor, 4th

“By our graves let China be won for Christ”

These were the dying words of Samuel
Dyer (father-in-law of Hudson Taylor) after
Dyer’s seventeen years of evangelism
among the overseas Chinese on the Malay
Peninsula. To his dying breath, what was
foremost on his heart was the
evangelization of the great country of
China.

These were also the words which came to
mind when we received news that the
actual graves of Hudson and Maria Taylor
had been found in Zhenjiang. Hudson
Taylor, much like Samuel Dyer, had a heart
for the Chinese and was deeply burdened
for the “million a month” who stepped into
eternity without ever having the chance to
hear the Good News of Jesus Christ: “If |
had a thousand lives,” he said, “China
should have them” so that the Chinese
might come to know Christ.

Following Maria’s
death in 1870,
S Taylor went on to
. serve in China for
another thirty-five
: years. Upon his
death in 1905 in
Changsha (Hunan),
. family members
accompanied
Taylor’s coffin back
to Zhenjiang, to be
buried alongside
Maria in the English Cemetery.

Our search for Hudson and Maria Taylor’s
tombs actually began in 1983, when eleven
members of our Taylor family visited
Zhenjiang. As both Hudson and Maria had
passed away so long ago, the local Public
Security Bureau directed us to the local
museum (then called the Anti-Imperialist
Museum, but now appropriately renamed
the Zhenjiang Museum). Through leaving a
copy of Taylor’s biography, several pictures
of Hudson and =

Maria’s tombs, and
with the indefatigable
of the pastor of the
local Gospel Church,
we miraculously
discovered Hudson
Taylor’s tombstone
(six pieces in total) in
1986 in the very
museum we had
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visited in 1983! Chinese Christians

and those from places like Korea, Malaysia,
and North America have subsequently
visited the simple memorial set up at the
Gospel Church (formerly a part of the
Methodist missionary work in Zhenjiang).

Then in 2012, a Taiwan businessman
discovered a partial piece of Maria’s
tombstone in an antique shop in Yangzhou,
located on the other side of the Yangtze
from Zhenjiang. Though not a Christian and
knowing nothing about Hudson and Maria,
Mr. Huang had a sense that he must buy
the partial tombstone standing in the
corner of the antique store. Through a
simple search on the Internet, he was able
to determine the identity of the names
engraved on the gravestone. He contacted
the Taylor family and graciously donated to
them Maria’s
tombstone to be
placed alongside
Hudson Taylor’s
in the Zhenjiang
Church.

Then, just about a year after that, beyond
our wildest dreams, the local Zhenjiang
authorities called us with astonishing news!
Land developers of the old British
Cemetery had both unearthed a Chinese
tombstone that marked the
burial site of Hudson and
Maria and had found
what might be their
actual graves.
Because they had
been prepared in
England, the original
tombstones of both
Hudson and Maria were
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engraved entirely in English. Decades

later, the children of Hudson Taylor had
decided it would be important to have an
additional tombstone engraved, in Chinese
characters, to identify the grave of Hudson
Taylor, the founder of the China Inland
Mission.

Working with archeologists from the
Zhenjiang Museum, additional
measurements and probes were done, as
well as consulting early pictures of the
cemetery, including photos of Hudson
Taylor and Maria’s gravesite. What a thrill it
was to all of us when word was finally
passed on, confirming that the actual
graves of Hudson and Maria had been
found! What was even more amazing was
that out of the some 100 gravesites in the
English Cemetery, only these two tombs
were still intact!

Yet, what should we do, now that both
tombstones and graves had been located?
Following lengthy discussions, including
several with Zhenjiang City officials, the
Zhenijiang Church, and the Taylor family, it
was decided the remains of Hudson and
Maria, along with their tombstones, would
be relocated to XuanDe Church, a
3,000-capacity church recently built in the
new section of Zhenjiang. The Chinese
words “XuanDe” are taken from 1 Peter



2.9~10 and literally mean “proclaiming His
marvelous deeds.” This was the name
suggested by the Taylor family to the
church upon the dedication of this beautiful
church building.

The architect’s original design of the
church’s sixty-meter bell tower was quickly
redrawn to serve as the resting place for the
Taylors and the site of the Hudson Taylor
Memorial (HTM). The new blueprints
included a basement crypt room, the first
floor where their tombstones would be
located, and several large rooms which
would house displays of both Hudson’s and
Maria’s life and ministry, recounting the
development of the ministry of the China
Inland Mission, and a retelling of the history
of the church in Zhenjiang. The Hudson
Taylor Memorial was birthed!

Of course, in addition
to serving as the
resting place for
Hudson and Maria, it
will include a
historical record of
the work of the China
Inland Mission that
was founded by
Taylor. The HTM will
serve as a
challenging reminder
of “The Unfinished
Task” and a motivational invitation for

Jesus’ followers to take up the baton with
renewed consecration and dedication: Go
ye! As Hudson Taylor once said, “Can we
do too much for Him? Can we do enough
for such a precious Savior?”
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With the construction of the bell tower's
exterior completed, we are currently
moving full steam ahead with modeling the
interior as well as planning all the exhibits.
We anticipate holding the dedication
service of the HTM in the second half of
2017.

In addition to praising God for the amazing
discovery of the tomb site and graves and
for the gracious offer of the Zhenjiang
Church to transform the church’s bell
tower into the Hudson Taylor Memorial
Tower, we are thankful for the many
Christians, both in China as well as
overseas, who have given generously to
this significant project. Please join us in
prayer for the ongoing work of furbishing
the HTM, the selection and design of the
displays for the Memorial, and for the
costs involved.

The rallying call of those who have gone
before us is: “By our graves let China be
won for Christ.” By “graves,” we are
reminded of the cost of obedience to the
Great Commission of Jesus Christ. By
“China,” we are reminded of the vast field
of China, numbering over 1.4 billion
people. By “won for Christ,” we are
reminded that “in heaven above and earth
below there is no other name through
whom we can be saved save the name of
Jesus Christ.”

May the Lord, through this memorial,
cause the same Spirit that rested on
Hudson Taylor to fall doubly upon His
Church today!
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Brenda Carter /& fx4N

(Contact info for 2017 while Stateside)

690 Hebron Avenue, Apt. D Keystone Heights, Florida 32656
mobile: (352) 222-6724

email: hakkacarter@gmail.com

(I can also be contacted through Line, WeChat, WhatsApp,
Skype, Facebook)

www.mtw.org
Mailing addresses for donations: :
MTW, P.O. Box 2589, Suwanee, GA 30024 l I l ‘ l ,
For help with making a donation: Mission to the World

pfs@mtw.org Planting churches. Transforming communities.
1-678-823-0004 x2451 or 1-866-373-6133

Brenda has been serving in the mission field with MTW since 1986 (31 years as of Sept.
2017). After two years teaching English at Christ’s College (BiEEEZERR) in Taipei, Brenda
started helping an MTW church plant among the Hakka Chinese in SanYi, two hours south
of Taipei. The Hakka are classical Han Chinese who have their own distinct culture and
language. Only 0.35% of the over 4 million Hakkas in Taiwan are Christian. Since 1994,
Brenda has been working with the Hakka Association of Churches (§/&52E%), to which
the SanYi church (=& =E%) belongs.

Church planting for Brenda over the years has included outreach, evangelism, discipleship,
Bible teaching, ministry at prison and drug rehab facilities, translation, arranging retreats
for national women in ministry and small groups, hosting mission teams, English outreach,
supporting the local church in missions, etc. Brenda has also served on the board of the
Hakka Missions Seminary (225 2t 2[5) since its inception in 2000, taught extension
courses, and served on the building committee that saw the completion of the seminary’s
building in 2016.

Pray for Brenda’s future ministry, which will be utilizing her 30 years of mission experience
to help train and encourage national and international church planters and missionaries.
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&.%\_. *%Letter From Brenda Carter :3’ )J
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Dear Partners in Ministry, \ L

Happy New Year! (still in time for Chinese New Year, 1/28) | want to express my deep appre-
ciation and gratitude for the encouragement your prayers and financial support have meant
to me. Because of your support, | have had the privilege of seeing God work in Taiwan
among the Hakka, as well as through the Hakka church.

| am back in the States on HMA (Home Ministry Assignment) and plan to be in the States through the end of this year
(2017). When | am not traveling visiting supporting churches and individuals, | will be spending time with my parents
in Florida.

Milestones:

Hakka Seminary Building Completed

| have been on the board of the Hakka Seminary since its founding in 2000. We had been using the top two floors of a
church in Zhu-Dong, and as we grew had a great need for our own facilities. Three years ago we formed a building
committee, on which | served, and last August were able to move in to the completed building. This is the only Hakka
seminary in the world. We hope not only to provide Hakka churches with trained pastors, we hope to give these pas-
tors a heart for missions to reach not only Hakka but other unreached people groups as well.

E EECM W G2 N n N7
RE TN

Please Pray For:

e Seminary professors with church-planting experience who use their lives to disciple their students. We are open to
non-Hakka professors and students, but since our vision is to produce church planters to reach the unreached
Hakka in Taiwan and other countries, pray for God to bring us some Hakka professors and students with a burden
to reach the Hakka. The percentage of Hakka Christians is still the lowest of any people group in Taiwan at 0.4 per-
cent.

e Students with leadership, church-planting gifts. Most of our students to date will be assisting church leaders. We
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have a need for students who have the gifts of faith and leadership to be able to start new works and help existing
works move forward. Praise God for the 43 students currently enrolled in degree programs for the Fall semester.
There are many others in certificate and training programs as well as several hundred who attend our 13 or so ex-
tension courses offered throughout the island.

¢ Finances: Praise the Lord: US $4,751,000 has come in. There is still a need of US $200,000 to be debt free!

SanYi Church:
Sad times: April 2015 Suicide

Becky, one of our best lay leaders in the church, one who had a heart for sharing the Gospel, who had a simple faith in
the Lord and was committed to being discipled, fell into deep depression after being diagnosed with breast cancer in
the summer of 2014. She had a history of depression before becoming a Christian. Although it was her health which
triggered her depression, it was a root of bitterness that gave our enemy a foothold to wreak havoc in her heart. She
gave up the battle by committing suicide in April of 2015. This was one of the hardest events | have faced in ministry. |
had known Becky and her twin sons for over 20 years, as they had been in my community English classes. After her
death, her sons (now grown) asked me, “Why didn’t Mom’s God save her?” My heart was asking the same question! |
did tell them that God gives us freedom to make our own choices, and though we don’t understand the pain their
mother was in, she made the wrong choice! Pray for her family that, even though it seems this would make it even
harder for them to trust Christ, that Becky’s hope and prayers for their salvation will one day come to pass!

2017 January 1 New Pastor

-

fe |
These past six years have been a period of learning to “wait” on the Lord. & |
It’s been a hard lesson ... learning how to “wait!” And | have not always
had a “patient” spirit as | waited, but God is patient with me and continues
to teach me how to trust Him in all things, including the timing of those
things!

Pastor Yang Yu-Min and his wife, both graduates of BTaiwan Reformed Sem-

inary, started ministering at the@San Yi Church (=35 E ) the first of
January! BeforeRlentering seminary, Pastor Yang had worked in carvingl
wood and other materials, so he can relate to many in our town, as SanYi
is known as the “Wood Carving Capital of Taiwan.” Please pray for both of
them and the church as they get to know one another and serve God to-
gether. Pray for a spirit of unity and pray that the lay leaders and members
will encourage, pray for and be willing to submit to Pastor Yang’s leadership and help him to be the best shepherd of
the flock possible!

Brenda’s Future Ministry: Year 31 of Missionary Service

| have been praying since 2005 for God to lead my heart away from Sanyi if He would have me serve Him somewhere
else. After 26 years of living in Sanyi, it is truly my home, and | am still praying, “God lead me to the next step, whether
it is to stay put or move elsewhere!” Please join me in this prayer! At this point, there are at least five possibilities having
to do with the Hakka Seminary, Christ’s College, Missionary Training (national and Americans) and work in China. Deci-
sions, decisions, decisions!

Pray that God’s leading will be clear to me, in His time!
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The Testimony of Praise

R REE

Ever since | could re-

ﬁﬁ ﬁ@ member, | was always
going to church. When |
was younger, | did-
n't know the importance of church
and thought it was really boring to
have to listen to some Chinese
parent talk about God. Howev-
er, as | grew up and entered
my teenage years, | began to
know the importance of God
and how He loves us eternal-
ly.
| began to go to youth
group for a pretty long time and
started to enjoy it. | went to a few
winter retreats, where | got to know
that God is here and that we should
worship and praise Him for everything that
He has given to us. Those retreats really

opened my eyes and brought me to realize
the wonderful things that God has given to
me and others.

But all good things sadly come
to an end. Around the middle of sev-
enth grade, | was “picked” to join
my Tae Kwon Do’s Demo Team,
which is an elite team that com-

petes against other Tae Kwon
Do schools. Sadly, | was not
able to go to youth group any-
more, which slowly separated
my faith with God.

However, God had a plan
for me and allowed me the
chance to come back to youth
group and go to church more. Now |
know that | have felt the presence of
God, and that He is always looking out for me.
| cannot wait for this next step in my spiritual
walk. Thank you.

°“° g Hi, | am in ninth grade at
mﬂ ﬂ@ ﬂ Chattahoochee High

School. From the begin-
ning, | grew up coming to church every Sun-
day. | did not value faith very much, and
church was merely a place | was taught that |
had to go to every week. In addition to that, |
wasn't as involved in the church community
and its activities.

As | grew older, | began to draw further
away from Christ and always found excuses
to get out of going to church. At this point, |
began to have doubts about my beliefs and
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what was actually
true.

However,
over time, with
the encourage-

ment of friends, |
started becoming
more involved
within the church
through areas like
going to youth
group, serving
kids in VBS, and going to church retreats.

”
-
=




R RF

The Testimony of Praise

Through these experiences, I've learned so much more about Christ and all that the Lord
does for us; | have met so many people who have helped me grow in faith and feel like a part of

a family here.

Being more involved in the church community has brought me to grow closer

with God, learning to trust Him because He is always there for us, no matter what.

Because of this, | want to be baptized so that | can identify as a child of Christ and pro-
claim my faith in Him. | want to do more for the glory of God and accept Christ into my life, and |
feel that being baptized will allow me to do more and grow even closer with Him.

X | was born and raised as
@ r@g u a Christian in this

church. | attended Sun-
day school and came to church every week,
just like many youths in the church now. This
lasted all the way until | was in seventh grade,
when | first started to come to Friday night
Youth Group.

That winter, | attended my first retreat,
where | felt like for once | could relate and
connect to other youths and problems that
we all faced. | had time to focus on God with-
out any distractions, and | realized for the
first time what it really means to be a
Christian: to have faith and trust
in God, not just to come to
church and go along with eve-
ryone else.

Once the retreat was
over, | became more in-
volved in church and the
youth group over the sum-
mer, thanks to friends who
encouraged me to come.
Soon, the next school year was
about to begin, and | felt like |
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should serve in some way. | ended up being
on the worship team.

Looking back over these past years, |
can truly see all the ways that God helped me
grow and come closer to Him. I’ve discovered
the importance and relevance of God in my
life and learned that | should be so grateful
for everything that He has done for me. He’s
given me a family that loves and supports our
beliefs, a church to worship in, and most im-
portantly Jesus, who died for our sins. God
gave up his son for us, so the least | can do

is to praise and serve Him to the best of my
o ability.

| pray that this baptism is a
milestone for me to continue my
faith in Him, and that | will com-
mit to serve Him for the rest of
my life. Thank you.

B.iE | 201749 A



The Testimony of Praise

R REE

| was born and raised in
a Christian family house-
hold. | went to Sunday

ellyFong v

attended worship, read the Bible, and prayed
for my friends and family. | thought of church
as a habit: waking up every Sunday morning
at nine o’clock, eating a doughnut or two,
and going to church. | never really paid at-
tention in Sunday school. | thought, “Oh,
wow, what a great story today,” or “That was
pretty cool.” | never thought about the true
meaning and the believing involved in going
to church. | didn’t participate in much of the
events in youth group, either, until seventh
grade.

| started helping out in the Children’s
Ministry a lot. One day they needed a volun-
teer, since the host family in charge of the
Children’s Ministry was on vacation. | volun-
teered, helping with supplies,
or- ganizing, and even
being an assis-
tant in some of
the classes
for little
ones. | love
helping out,
especially in
my church
and commu-
nity. The fol-
lowing week |
came in again as

be baptized,
every

one of you

a volunteer. It is always better to have more
than what we already have. | don’t volunteer
to build hours on my Junior Beta form; |
serve for God, showing Him that | am a fol-
lower by serving others.

As | got more involved with the Chil-
dren’s Ministry, | started going to Youth
Group every Friday, meeting new people and
learning more about God. Around the time
school was starting up again, | heard there
were signups for the Youth worship team. |
play the viola and the drums, so | thought
that | could use my talent to praise God. |
love playing drums with the worship team,
and | am also on the PPT during service and
at Youth Group.

Over the past two years, | have been
going to Youth Group, the winter retreats,
filming the rules video for winter retreat this
year, and going to Sunday worship. | want to
continue to learn more about Him and His
word.
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. Ever since last year, |
vncgnﬁ @h@]ﬂg have had the urge to get

baptized. | did not

though, because | felt
like | was not ready and | kept doubting that |
was ready. | realized that in order to become
ready we must get baptized and confess our
faith to Jesus Christ.

| became a Christian as a kid through
my parents like most of us and did all the
normal things like come to church, read the
Bible, and pray. | loved it because we got
snacks, | got to hang out with friends, and |
got to run around in this huge building to
play tag and hide-and-seek. | obviously did-
n't know what anything meant though. As |
grew up, | started to get involved in church
activities such as VBS, Whirlwind, adopt a
road, 30-hour famine, retreats, etc. School
and life were pretty good at the time.

Then eighth and ninth
grade struck, | started pro-
crastinating, | started not
eating in the mornings
because | woke up late
from the procrastina-
tion, | started to fail
some tests because of
the late studies, and 1
also got in a small fight
in eighth grade. Serious
problems and hardships
occurred for the very first
time in my life. These are the
years that | have had some dis-

The Testimony of Praise

tractions and bumps

in my spiritual life.
Every retreat stood
out to me, and |
learned a lot, except

this recent one. |
could barely focus, | ~~—"_
had things going on \/\/k
through my head
about school, and this BAP’PISM
was a punishment
from God. | realized

this after retreat and it was obvious now.
God showed me in a way where | was not do-
ing things correctly and told me | should fix
them.

| have cried out to the Lord throughout
the month, and it has helped tremendously.

The thing | need to recognize now, is
that God is there in bad times and
good times. The reason | want to
get baptized is so | will have
God in my life and so that He
will lead me into a good fu-
ture. | look forward to
learning more about Him
and preaching His word
on missions. | want God
to stay in my heart even
in the times where | would
never think about Him. He
has walked through my life,
and | want to experience Him
more. Thank you.
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From the editor
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Welcome to the April 2017
issue! Starting this year, we
will translate all the Pastors'
articles between Chinese and
English, so that every member
of the church can read the
message of each pastor regard-
less of the congregation that
they participate in.

Meanwhile, | thank my maga-
zine co-workers for their con-
tinued hard work and diligence
for so many years. Almost all
their efforts are behind the
scene. We praise the Lord for
the bond that has formed
among our team members.
Particularly | thank Sister Ling
Qiu for taking the lead in pre-
paring for this issue while | was
away.

The past month has been reju-
venating for Jim and I. At the
start of the month, we had the
opportunity to travel to Tai-
wan, which we have not done
together for a while. Without
planning, God showed us the
way to the church built by
Jim’s grandfather in Jiayi 3275,
in central Taiwan, and gave us
the opportunity to find a possi-
ble resting place for Jim’s par-
ents, adjacent to his grandpar-
ents. We felt our Lord's pres-
ence throughout the journey.

Last weekend, during our fel-
lowship gathering, we sang the
hymn "Righteous Way." The
lyrics made me reflect on my
own struggle on becoming a
good, loyal servant over the
past 11 years. In all the
church's ministries, we are
faced with many challenges,
including the publication of
this magazine. We must re-
mind ourselves to look to
God’s words for the truth, and
that He will always clear a path
for those who walk with Him!
Amen!

Ji
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