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The Voice of Our Shepherds

PSAlM 7

By Pastor Eric Chang

o

¥ Psalm 2 7 I w111 tell of the decree
The Reign of the LORD's The LORD said to me, “You are my .

I Anointed Son; »
| 2 Why do the nations rage[a] today I have begotten you. 3
| and the peoples plot in vain? 8 Ask of me, and I will make the 3
| 2 The kings of the earth set nations your heritage, y
| themselves, and the ends of the earth your
i and the rulers take counsel possession.
I,(;E together, 9 You shall break[b] them with a rod
| against the LORD and against his of iron t-

- Anointed, saying, and dash them in pieces like a =
| 3 “Let us burst their bonds apart potter's vessel.”
£ and cast away their cords from 10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
B ous> be warned, O rulers of the earth.
| 4 He whosits in the heavens laughs; 11 Serve the LORD with fear,
. the Lord holds them in derision. and rejoice with trembling. |
'é:f 5 Then he will speak to them in his 12 Kiss the Son, £
| wrath, lest he be angry, and you perish in
' and terrify them in his fury, the way,
| saying, for his wrath is quickly kindled.
| 6“As forme, [ have set my King  Blessed are all who take refuge in
& on Zion, my holy hill.” him.

I Wl ) elivein interesting
times. Those words

could have been said at many points in

history, but as we move forward, not
only do those words ring true, they will
ring truer with the passing of time, until

our Lord returns.

It is not so only in our domestic
political situation, but worldwide. Psalm
2 speaks of great unrest among leaders
who have as their agenda their own in-
terests. They interpret any obstacle in
their pursuits as something merely to
overcome, and whether knowingly or
not, deny
through words

or actions the

;;m(;.éuke rule of God in
reFu C their lives (v. 2-
-in- ( 3).
im !

g We may ask of
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our rulers if they acknowledge the rule of
God in their lives, but should not that
question perhaps fall upon us first? How
is it that the world in so many places and
ways finds itself in turmoil? Is it just our
leaders who have lost their way? Or is it
that our leaders come from the same
stock of people as we do, and that those
same leaders merely work primarily
within the confines of the thinking of the
people they rule? In other words, are
they merely a reflection of us? Are not
the problems of our world much a reflec-
tion of our hearts? What we desire and
aim for as collectives come from individ-

uals, do they not?

God responds in verse 4 with
amusement in the truest sense of the
word, without much thought or worry.
This is such a reminder that we need
always to keep in perspective that God is

sovereign. Regardless of who wins the

2

PEEYEE
coming election this fall, God is still sov-
ereign. In fact, verses 6-9 demonstrate
that God has a keen interest in who
leads, and how they do it. Secondly, he
has already "cast his vote," in our kind of
words. If we have voted as best we can,
we need not worry. Although we must
live as best as we know how, we must

always remember to trust God.

As we enter into this political cycle
and season, remembering that God
alone is the ruler of the universe, we
must also remember that any and every
other ruler relies upon His beneficence.
God has given them the position and
ability to rule. So, as stewards, we must
also encourage our leaders to take care
in how they lead (v. 10). One practical
implication is that we have a duty to take
part in the public discourse and civic are-
nas. Another more pointed application is
that we ought to share clearly our best
biblical understandings of what is right
and wrong, with assessments of good

directions and bad ones.

Leading is a privilege. To some ex-
tent, we all lead, and some more than
others. But when we lead our lives, our
families, our coworkers, our church, and
every domain we intersect with influ-
ence, will we find ourselves humbly sub-
mitting to God, and sharing this perspec-
tive with others (v. 11-12)?

"Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven."

gm/wvw/(/(,

o—m.w,rf’bb
as (E s Ut heaven

Matthew 6:10

%
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have found it extremely diffi-

cult to write this six-month

reflection, but there are two
words that sum up everything | want to
say: “Thank you.” Thank you for the love
and support you have shown Jennifer
and me. You have welcomed us with
open arms and done more for us than we
ever thought possible. We feel blessed to
be a part of what God is doing through
this church. Serving at ACCCN has been
an absolute joy; there is nothing else |
would rather be doing.

It has been seven
months since God brought us
to ACCCN, and | cannot thank
Him enough for His grace
and providence in bringing us
here. We prayed for one
thing in moving back to
America: that we would find
true Godly fellowship.
Through ACCCN, we found
what we were looking for.
Thank you for answering
God’s call to plant this
church and worshipping the
Lord in Spirit and in Truth.

| was very nervous in accepting this
job. Having grown up in Atlanta’s most
“successful” youth ministries, | have
some very strong opinions concerning
youth ministry. Churches have all these
programs for youth, but are these pro-
grams producing true Christians who in
turn produce fruit leading to sanctifica-
tion and its end, eternal life? Have our
youth been set free from sin and become
slaves of God? These are the questions
that govern
my life as a
student min-
ister. My
only hope
and prayer is

FAMILY

MINISTRY

ﬂ][ we c[aim to
live in _Mim,
we must Walk

as yesus did.

7 ﬂqoim 2:6

that these youth
would come to
know Jesus Christ
as their Lord and
Savior. | fear for so
many of our youth,
mainly that they
will stand before
God on the Day of
Judgment only to hear, “I never knew
you; depart from me.” (Matt. 7:23)

If God has done miraculous works in
the lives of our youth, in saving them
from a certain hell by grace through faith
in Jesus Christ, | have nothing to worry
about, because it is God’s Hand that has
saved them, and God’s Hand will keep
them. However, | worry about our youth
who deny the authority of Scripture and
care nothing about prayer and the read-
ing of His Word. It does not
matter if youth serve on the
leadership team and attend
every youth group; none of
these things will justify
them in the eyes of God. No
amount of church service
can save us from the wrath
of God. It is Christ alone.

Do our youth know Him?
Not know about Him, but
know Him?

| praise God for those youth
who appear to know Him,
but | fear greatly for those
parents who care more about their kids
than about God. Unfortunately, some of
our youth have become idols to their
parents. Some parents seem to care
more about their youth than they do
about the things of God. | rejoice that
there are parents who have a passion for
their children’s souls and not just for
college acceptances. | am not concerned
with how many youth attend Sunday
school or youth group. My main concern
is, “Are parents investing in the lives of
their youth?”

The reason | have such strong opin-
ions concerning youth ministry is be-
cause the Bible tells us the most effective
way to minister to youth, and it is not
through youth programs. It is through
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the family (Eph. 6:1-4, Deut. 6:1-8; 2 Tim.
3:14-15).

Many people object to the notion of
family ministry because not every parent
is a Christian. Others say they are not fit
to lead their children because they don’t
know a lot about the Bible, or there is a
language and cultural barrier, or they
just don’t have the time or energy, so it’s
better to let the church take care of it.

Wrong!

The Bible makes it clear who is to
minister to youth: the parents. If some
parents are not Christians, then other
parents who are Christians should be
pouring their lives into non-Christian

Tesus Chuist

is the same yesterday,
today,aond forever

Hebrews 13:8

parents in hope that God would save
them.

All that being said, | took this job
realizing that ACCCN is an age-
segregated, program-based church. | am
not here to “change” things, but | will do
everything | can to build up the families
of our church. God has ordained parents,
not student ministers; if there are no
parents, He ordained the elders and dea-
cons. | am not here to usurp anyone’s
authority but to partner with God’s or-
dained authorities.

In closing, there is more | want to
say but much I do not know. Forgive my
ignorance. | feel blessed to be surround-
ed by a people who value the word of
God and can correct me when needed. If
you have any | 48 ™
questions about
this article, please
contact me. | look
forward to grow-
ing together in the
wisdom,
knowledge, and
fear of the Lord.

WM
ST

God
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Missions without Borders

Nashville -Whirlwind tri

Scott Lilly

My

These missionitrips were the first times |

had been ‘away from my wife for an ex-
tended period since we married in 2015. |
went into these mission trips not knowing
what to expect. | knew we were going
there to serve and spread the love of
Christ. but I did not know the profound
impact our youth would have on my life.

Being a student minister actually does
not afford much time with the youth in
our church. Youth come for a few hours
on Friday and Sunday, but the majority of
their time is spent outside the
church. That is why mission trips are my
favorite: | get to know our youth on a
more personal level. | begin to see more
of who they are, their strengths, weak-
nesses, struggles, and where they are in
their relationship with Christ.

| cannot thank you enough for en-
trusting me with these youth. It was my
greatest honor to witness how God used
our youth during these trips. | will leave it
up to them to tell you about what we did
during the trip. In this article, | hope to
elaborate on the Biblical and spiritual
growth we sought to impart on the
youth.

Words of Blessing | August 2016
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Nashville

Every morning, we would have a little
over an hour of prayer and Bible study.
Our biblical texts were Psalms 145 and
Romans 12:1-2. Psalms 145 speaks to the
greatness of the Lord. It is a song of praise
that seeks to bless and magnify Him. The
psalmist focuses on His faithfulness, right-
eousness, love and mercy, in which He
cares for the needy and sustains the
world. The psalm also praises the Lord for
His care of all who call on Him in truth and
His punishment of the wicked. Every day,
we started our session by listening to
Psalm 145 by Shane & Shane. The chorus
of this song communicated a message |
pray our youth will take with them for the
rest of their lives:

The Lord is gracious

And slow to anger

He is richin love

He is good to all

All who call on Him

In truth He is near to

And He hears their cry

And saves them

Oh, that our youth would call upon the

name of the Lord for salvation and

4

strength, knowing that God is near to all
who call upon Him in truth.

We also examined Romans 12:1-2 in
order to challenge one another not to be
conformed to the patterns of this world.
The enemy is using the trappings of this
world to choke our youths’ belief in the
authority of the Bible. It is sad to see
youth in our church who do not believe in
the authority of God’s Word. Even some
of those who went on this mission trip
and do believe in the Bible's authority
guestion what it means to be transformed
by the renewing of your mind. Our minds
are renewed by the Word of God, and
there is no better way to renew our minds
than through the memorization of Scrip-
ture. Every day we sought to memorize a
new verse and call it to memory through-
out the day.

This Nashville mission trip left me with a
great sense of hope and love for our
youth. The time we had together was so
precious. | wish | could go back and spend
just one more day with this group. Thank
you for your prayers and support. We look
forward to bringing many more youth to
Nashville in 2017. Prayerfully consider
attending this powerful mission trip.



Whirlwind

During the Whirlwind Mission Trip, we spent our mornings
studying Psalm 139, while our evenings consisted of corpo-
rate prayer and worship. On Sunday, we had a church ser-
vice in the apartment for all the kids and families who live in
the Azalea Place Apartments. During this time, we sang a
few worship songs that the kids had learned throughout the
week, followed by a short gospel message focusing on Ro-
mans 6:23.

The main passage we examined throughout the mission
trip was Psalm 139, which speaks to how wonderfully wor-
thy God is of all praise. He is far too wonderful. As in Nash-
ville, we started each day by listening a song; this time it was
Psalm 139 (Far Too Wonderful) by Shane & Shane. If you
have never heard it, stop reading this article and go listen to
this powerful song. The psalm and song proclaim that no
matter what may be happening in our lives, God is always
worthy of our praise. The psalmist cries out to God in verse
23-24: “Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and
know my thoughts! And see if there be any grievous way in
me, and lead me in the way everlasting!” | shared with our
youth how these verses are to be the cries of our hearts on a
daily basis. Psalm 139 became the theme of our trip, and
hopefully its chorus will ring true in the lives of our youth:

Oh Il can't run, | can't hide

Even darkness is a light

From the lowest place to the highest praise
You are worthy

Amazing love how can it be

Far too wonderful for me

There's only one thing left to say

You are worthy.

To end the trip, we gathered with all the parents, youth,
and kids for a time of prayer. As we held each other’s hands
in a big circle, the youth and counselors sang this chorus. It
was an honor to be a part of what God has been doing in this
place for many years. Thank you to all the parents who
made this trip possible. We could not have done it without
you.

|

P

y
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Responsible to God GO.

LIVE.
LIS SERVE.

WHAT TO DO WITH LIFE.

By Miranda Hermes

All the time, missionaries receive new revelations about
God from the places they go. It might be an airplane encounter
or a time spent wandering that catalyzes the discoveries. Howev-
er, this year, my first mission-trip lesson came before | even be-
gan. | am participating in a mission trip that will give Christian
students the opportunity to interact, and hopefully share the
gospel, with university students and future leaders of China.

Fundraising for this trip made me realize how great our
responsibility really is to serve God with our lives each day, even
in seemingly insignificant matters. As Christians, we know that
Christ has died for us and purchased our lives at a cost. This cost
is immeasurable, and so our lives are not our own, but God’s for
us to tend. However, we typically think of this only as head-
knowledge. It’s difficult to grasp how much we owe to God and
how grateful we ought to be, just like it’s difficult to grasp the
size of infinity. To date, | still can’t count so high, and I still don’t
understand the fullness of God’s grace. However, my gratitude
for $3,300 helps me to understand that | ought to feel even
more thankfulness for infinite love.

The first support | received made my jaw drop a little:
$100! How can a person be so generous? After | shared about my
needs for support at a Wednesday night prayer meeting, my
Christian brothers and sisters at ACCCN all began sending in pray-
ers and their signs of support and encouragement. It really blew
my mind. Now that I've met my goal, | feel like | reached it over-
night. | want to say that gratitude is the only thing that | felt
when | realized that, but before the gratitude set in, | felt fear. As
| sat in the car one day in the church parking lot, | thought,
“These people are trusting me so much! But I’'m just one young
college student. What if | let them down? What will they think of
me then, if | don’t have a good enough story to share? How will |
face them?” But then God brought me back to my senses. He is in
control, and He is the one sending me out. | have nothing to fear
if | am trusting in Him. Instead, | should feel responsibility. People
are telling me they trust me with their prayers and with $100,
$300, $500. They trust that I'll shine God’s light in China, so |
must do all | can to meet that trust.

However, $3,300 compared to Jesus’ death on the cross
is like a drop from the tap compared to the wide ocean. If
wasting $3,300 terrifies me, wasting the redemptive power of
Christ in me should scare me that much more! And if it gives me
a sense of responsibility, the responsibility Christ has given to me
with his death should overwhelm all my senses. This is a call to
let that gift overwhelm us. What gift or responsibility means the
world to you? The gift of God and the responsibility that we have
to Him is that and so much more. Thanks be to God!

B3E | 20165 A\ A



Missions without Borders

HEHREBER

My Nashville Experience — Samuel Dong

Hi, I am Samuel Dong. This previ-
ous spring break, | attended my second
Nashville mission trip with Scott and some
peers from our church’s youth group. This
year’s trip was truly an eye-opening expe-
rience. Even though | have been to this
city before, | am constantly amazed at
how much work God has sparked within
Nashville. From the homeless to those
who provide for them, God will never stop
providing the city with growth and devel-
opment.

This year, the group and | visited
and helped out with work and labor at
multiple sites: We helped plant some veg-
etables at a city garden, sorted through
thousands of pounds of food at a food
bank, and so on. If we weren't conducting
manual labor, we were constantly learning
and absorbing all that we could observe,
see, and experience; the city of Nashville
had lots to offer. One thing that | felt that
was a great way of seeing our Lord’s work
was Urban Exposure, which was exploring
the downtown area of Nashville and
getting to know the city and its people.

During Urban Exposure, God was
truly working within the city. The people
we met were loving and kind, and my

\4

7S ,
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group was even able to provide a woman
named Jean with some lunch and fellow-
ship. Jean had been a homeless woman
for around twenty years; she fled to the
United States to escape troubles in her
home in Africa. She had no contacts or
relations with others in America, and yet

she seemed genuinely happy and satisfied.

This puzzled me: how could someone who
had hardly anything seem more satisfied
than those who have almost everything?
This made me wonder: Even though | may
be blessed with all that | could ever want
or need, am | truly using it for the correct
motives and purposes? We are to use and
carry out all our blessings for the glorifica-
tion of our Lord’s name. | realized my
selfishness and pride within my blessings,
and | set a personal goal to conduct all
things for the glorification of His name.

As the trip continued and eventu-
ally passed by, | was constantly reminded
of how much our Lord loves all people; no
matter if they are rich, poor, weak, or
strong, the Lord our God loves all, and will
provide and protect according to His great
plan for all of us. | pray that our mission
group will continue to apply what we have
learned from our experiences this year,
and | pray that we may be able to pass on
the experiences that we have endured
and enjoyed during this trip.

Blake Chen

Hi! My name is Blake Chen, and
this spring break | attended the Nashville
mission trip. | thought that since this
would be my first mission trip ever that |
would be without my family. | was very
wrong, considering that my mom and sis-

ter both attended, too. | had my doubts at
first about whether it was a good idea or
not, but | think God really worked in me
and my family, because it really brought
us closer in Christ, and it also acted as a
wake-up call to start trying to implement
Christ in our daily lives at home.

It was amazing having my mom
there, because through any tough times, |
could always come to her for comfort.
Maybe a week before Nashville started, |
wrote a prayer letter to friends and family,
and | gave it to my mother to send to all
the people she knew. | prayed a lot about
fundraising because | was afraid that |
would not have enough money to attend.
God blessed me with an amazing mom,
because she instantly brought many peo-
ple to our driveway for a car wash! So
many people showed up that they had to
reserve a spot in order to get one! This
really helped my Nashville experience,
because since God provided, | could focus
all my energy and attention on serving
God and His people.

While | was on the mission trip,
we embarked on an amazing journey
called Urban Exposure. We had a scaven-
ger hunt to really explore Nashville and
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see God’s works. We stumbled across
many homeless people, and we prayed for
and with as many as we could. We could
really see God working in them, because
many of them were happy and very pas-
sionate about God, even in their home-
lessness. It was an amazing and unfor-
gettable experience that really showed
me the power of God. Nashville was my
first mission trip, and it has really helped
me in my walk with Christ. | pray that our
team would keep growing in Christ, and
that we as a church would maybe get out
of our protected bubble and really reach
out more to the people in poverty. Thank
youl!

Jason Ling

This past spring break, God called
me to return to the city of Nashville for a
second time to be an advocate for His
name and glory. Currently, | serve as a
youth worship leader, and I've been ac-
tively serving on praise team for around
two years. Being a so-called “veteran,”
because | was returning, | felt as if | had
an idea of what serving would be like;
however, God truly brought to light how
perfectly He could piece together the
crossing of His believers’ paths.

The first night of our mission trip,
we met up with an organization called
“People Loving Nashville,” who had start-
ed as a group of friends who cooked and
handed out food to people journeying
through homelessness at the time. | was
invited to bring my guitar to sing for the
guests who were eating. God was able to
use just my guitar to bring together me
and a man named Jack, who was a former
praise leader who had lost his home. As
the night continued, more people joined.
People from all walks of life, another vol-
unteer who came to serve with People

Loving Nashville, a recovered drug addict,
our own city host, and even two freestyle
rappers were all praising and using their
talents to rejoice in our heavenly Father.
What struck me most was that in Christ’s
eyes, our material wealth, social standing,
age, gender, and race are all washed
away, and our new identity is in Him. God
showed me, through Nashville’s people,
the beautiful and unbreakable unity and
bond between believers.

Michelle Liu

My name is Michelle Liu, and I'm
a rising senior at Northview High School.
This April, | went on my second mission
trip to Nashville. Even though | had gone
two years ago, it was so amazing to see
how God had been working and changing
the city since the last time | was there.
This time, we visited old stops, like the
prayer walk shown in the first picture, as
well as new organizations, like People
Loving Nashville, shown in the second
picture.

The first day at Nashville, we
went on a prayer tour, praying for differ-
ent topics at different stops around the
city. The first place we visited was under
the bridge, where we prayed for the city
to be united across races, ethnicities, and
social classes. We also visited the state
capitol to pray for our government (and to
roll down the huge hill in front of it!).
There was one thing that our host, Katri-
na, told us that really stuck out to me,
which was that Nashville is really good at
hiding its hurt. From the capitol, we could
see the amazing skyline, but underneath
all that beauty was so much suffering and
pain from poverty, prostitution, human
trafficking and homelessness. Hearing that
made me see the city in a whole new light
and taught me that in any situation there
is often more than meets the eye. It's up
to us, as followers of Christ, to keep our
eyes open and search out people and
places we can love on.

That night, we went to People

Loving Nashville, an organization that pro- v

vides weekly free dinners in the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Park. | had never been
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there, so it was a new experience cooking
the food, packing it into boxes, and deliv-
ering the finished product. We made over
one hundred boxes of food! When we got
to the site, there were so many people
already waiting for us, including several
families with small children, a sight that
really broke my heart. It’s crazy to think
that Nashville, home of the Tennessee
Titans and Vanderbilt University, also has
so many needy people in its midst.

Once the food was served, how-
ever, the atmosphere lightened up. Jason,
Celinee, Allen, and Samuel brought their
instruments, something that PLN had nev-
er done, and everyone really enjoyed their
music. We met so many awesome people
there, like David, who worked undercover
to expose overseas sex trafficking; Jack
and this little girl named Acadian, who
were just the most hilarious, sassy, loving
people; and Benji, an amazing rapper who
invited us to attend his church later that
week. It was a very eye-opening night, to
say the least. God used this opportunity to
remind me once again that the homeless
are just like you and me and that they
deserve God’s love and grace as much as
anyone.

Throughout the trip, | was just
constantly overwhelmed by God's im-
mense power and love for all of His chil-
dren. Everywhere we turned, it seemed
like new service organizations were
starting up to help the homeless and
needy. More and more people were being
exposed to the Gospel, not only through
food kitchens and shelters, but also
through health service centers and job
training facilities. Nashville still needs a lot
of prayer and support, but it’s so encour-
aging to see all the work our Heavenly
Father has put into motion in that city.

B3E | 20165 A\ A
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Another Summer with Whirlwind
Miranda Hermes

| didn’t plan to go to Whirlwind, just like |
didn’t plan to spend this summer in China.
Before the summer began, | thought it
was time to retire from short-term mis-
sions and to find a good internship. How-
ever, God had different plans for me, and
His plan for me to be a counselor at Whirl-
wind turned out to be the best leadership
preparation that | could possibly have
gotten.

When God told me to go on a China mis-
sion trip and that | needed to raise $3,300,
| thought, how can this be this possible?
I’'m going to need to go through so many
hoops to get it: I'm going to need a job. |
interviewed at Kroger and job shopped.
But again, God had different plans, and,
instead of giving me a job, He gave me
another mission trip. He gave me Whirl-
wind. It definitely wasn’t what | had ex-
pected, and yet it was exactly what God
knew | needed.

It had been two years since my last Whirl-
wind. Before then, | went every year. So,
while | was experienced, | was also new
again, and this time | would be a counse-
lor. I think God brought me back to Whirl-
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wind because it was the place where | met Going to Whirlwind this summer was a

my Christian role models, where leaders
like Christine Chiang, Wendy, and Willa
first entered my life. They set the first ex-
amples of Christian love and leadership
that | saw in the youth group, and their
love influenced me greatly as | grew in
that activity.

Consequently, | believe that God used this
connection and so much more to make
this a time | am proud of, a time when |
can say | truly led. God also used my role
as female counselor
to teach me about
trusting Him, listen-
ing to His voice, and
answering every call.

Many times, situa-
tions threatened to
go wrong. One time
was with the rain. On
a certain rainy day,
God kept me out-
side, away from the group. Why? A boy
named Junior was fearful of entering a
stranger’s house, where we were holding
worship. So, instead of going inside, | opt-
ed to stay and watch him, where several
other kids were still out playing. Junior
was small, too small to understand the
worship songs inside. However, | wished
he could, so | sang to him, and my song
attracted some attention. A girl sitting
outside had to ask: “Why are you singing
about God?” | told her. | told her about
how much | love God, and she, who had
claimed to be “too old for Jesus.” kept
asking me more. This is just one example
of a time God open the doors for us to
share our faith, but of course He gave me
and our whole team so very many more.

privilege and exactly what | needed, what
God wanted. Thank you to all the team |
had the privilege of supporting. | have
never been on a Whirlwind trip with such
a Christ-centered and hardworking group.
| am so thankful, especially to Scott Lilly
for his leadership. Always stay glued to
God and seek out ways to understand Him
more. Then your paths will be straight,
even in the times when they are difficult
to see.

Whirlwind Mission Reflections

Samuel Xie

God worked in my life throughout this
mission trip by giving me a greater appre-
ciation towards my fortunate circumstanc-
es. During my stay, | learned to cope with
the tight apartment, and the longer | was
there, the more the place felt like a home.
It wasn’t the place itself, but the people |
met that made me reluctant to leave. |
began to realize how fortunate | really
was, and how lucky | am compared to nu-
merous kids elsewhere.

God also taught me how to work and be
patient with the kids. He showed me how
His love is unconditional, and He encour-
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aged me to apply that with other kids who gt —

needed love and guidance. He gave me
the endurance to give the kids joy and the
stamina to teach the kids about love —
how it is patient, kind, not envious, not
rude, and how it rejoices in the truth. God

worked inside of me by giving me the real- |

ization of how great He really is. We can’t
run or hide from His omniscient and om-

nipotent presence, because even darkness %

is a light to Him.

God changed me by opening my eyes to
acceptance. Before the trip, | was ex-
tremely judgmental of anyone; | would
only take a glance at someone and in-
stantly associate him or her with a charac-
teristic that was either good or bad. But as
| began to talk to the kids, | realized that |
can’t just judge people by their socioeco-
nomic class, but that | have to look into
their hearts.

| have always fallen into the traps of
shame and unhealthy guilt, and my mis-
takes always haunt me wherever | go. For
example, the first day into the mission
trip, | accidently chucked a football at a
girl’s head. | couldn’t help but feel guilty
for multiple hours. But now, | can tell my-
self that God will always love me and that
He is always merciful and loving, because |
know that His love is far too wonderful.

Ethan Ma

Hi, my name is Ethan Ma, and this past
month some of the youth and | attended
the Whirlwind mission trip. This was the
first mission trip | have ever embarked on,
and it was an amazing learning experi-
ence. This was the second time | have
been to the Whirlwind apartment com-
plex; the last time was when a peer of
mine invited me to go with him for one
day about a year ago. | was truly surprised
by how much God had worked in the kids’
lives and how much | didn’t remember the

place.

When we first arrived in Whirlwind, | real-
ized how little | remembered about the
location and how hot the temperature
was. We began our trip by playing with
the kids and familiarizing ourselves with
the area. | was extremely surprised by the
memory of one of the kids there, a boy
who said he remembered me from a cou-
ple of years ago when | first visited Whirl-
wind. This shocked me, because the last
time | had visited was around one or two
years, and | had only stayed for one day.

On the first day of VBS, we called out
most of the kids, and | was surprised by
the quantity of children. We sang some
worship songs and then split up into the
groups. This year, the groups consisted of
music (praise), drama, and arts and crafts.
| was in the praise group. Although praise
was the least popular group, | truly en-
joyed having fun with the kids while learn-
ing about God and His love for us. The
song we chose this year was called “Your
Love Never Fails,” and | believe that the
kids really understood the lyrics and
meaning behind the song. | was shocked
by how Bible-literate most of the kids
were and how much they actually paid
attention to what we were doing. When
the performance day finally came, the
song was completely memorized by the
kids attending praise group (even more
than me), and | think we did really well on
the song.

The night before this was a movie night.
Setting up the activity was very smooth,
and the movie was pretty good. When
time finally came, we had to clean every-
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thing up. This went much more smoothly
than I thought, and some of the kids even
helped.

By the end of this mission trip, | had
learned much about myself and the peo-
ple around me. Going into this trip, | knew
only a couple of people very well and
some of them were equivalent to com-
plete strangers. However, coming out, |
think | became much closer to by brothers
and sisters in Christ. With this experience,
| definitely want to attend the trip next
year and continue helping the Whirlwind
community.

David Zhang

This year’s Whirlwind was a great experi-
ence for me. Coming into the mission trip,
| really didn’t know what to expect, since |
hadn’t seen the kids there in a while.
When we first got there, we just gathered
a few kids and spent some time with
them, but when VBS started, we knocked
on doors to encourage the kids to come. |
was surprised that the kids gladly wanted
to come, but even more surprised at how
willing their parents were to let their kids

go.

For VBS, | was in the drama group. When
it first started, | realized that the people
joining were loud and full of energy. We
didn’t get much work done the first few
days as a whole, but | noticed that some
people in the group were actually willing
to focus and memorize all their lines. Lat-
er, we brought the kids away from the
praise group so they could focus, and they
all did their part.

My favorite part of VBS was introducing
the story we were going to act out, which
was the crossing of the Red Sea. We used
the Jesus Storybook Bible, which is a kids’
picture Bible with many stories that all
point to Jesus. Our group decided that we
were going to split up and take one or two
kids and read the story and explain it to
them. | took Yair and Brian. | read the first
paragraph or two, and | was extremely
surprised to find that Yair wanted to read
it to me, and Brian — the one who usually
was reluctant to pay attention — sat there
and listened to Yair read the book.

| was amazed at the dedication the kids
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had to come every day and to go along
with the program. Looking back, I still re-
member Grimsley and Diego, always by
the door early in the morning, waiting for
us to come out and play with them. Espe-
cially during the last few days, | could real-
ly see how much they genuinely enjoyed
us being with them.

Through all this, | realized how much God
has worked in this community. If | put my-
self in the shoes of the kids or parents of
this community, | wouldn’t be too certain
to have the interest or willingness to go
along with the program. | know that God
has definitely had an impact on the com-
munity through the years, and has planted
those seeds of interest. | hope we can
remember that in any environment, place,
or situation, God’s presence and love are
always there, and what He has planned for
us is always greater than what we could
ever think of.

Emily Hong

This year’s Whirlwind mission trip was
awesome. It was a great learning and
teaching experience for everyone. | expe-
rienced new cultures and learned a lot
about the community there. It was defi-
nitely challenging to live at the site for a
week, but we got used to it quickly.

Getting to stay with the kids 24/7 is very
different from other mission trips, where
the group goes to different sites each day.
| could see a change in some of the kids by
the end of the mission trip. | can say that
our being with the kids at Azalea Place
makes a huge difference in their lives.
Many of the children have brothers and
sisters, so they do not get as much atten-
tion from their parents. However, with us
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playing with the kids and talking with
them, they got the attention that they
need.

At Whirlwind, we were not there only to
play with the kids, but to share the Gospel
as well. | did not get the chance to talk to
any of the kids about it until the second to
last day. It was an amazing blessing from
God to be able to plant a seed into that
child. Who knows, the seed might just
sprout into a beautiful flower, and she
may be able to be involved in ministry.

By going on this mission trip, | feel more
confident in sharing the Gospel with oth-
ers. | really had to put faith in God during
the trip, and He really answered my pray-
ers. This made my spiritual walk stronger,
and | also learned a bunch from the chil-
dren there. Some of the kids have very
hard and tough lives. It made me realize
how blessed | am to be living in a house,
to have my own room, and to be able to
go to church and be a Christian. Going to
Whirlwind changed my thoughts of that
community completely. | definitely recom-
mend this trip to anyone who is willing to
sweat and give numerous piggyback rides.

Nathan Zhu

Hello! I’'m Nathan Zhu, and | think that the
Whirlwind mission trip was really a bless-
ing for me. Before this trip, | had asked
God to work through me to spread His
love and to spread the gospel as well, and
I’'m so thankful that He did just that.

During the mission trip, God helped me
share His love to all of the kids at the site,
allowing me to build many new relation-
ships as well as being able to teach the
kids about the gospel. God worked
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through me to spread the gospel to the
kids, but He also helped me learn more
about Him and how He works in mysteri-
ous ways. It just astonished me how so
many of the kids there already knew
about the gospel and many stories from
the Bible. Overall, I’'m thankful that the
mission trip was such a blessing.

Michelle Tzou

Hi, | am Michelle Tzou, and this is the sec-
ond Whirlwind mission trip | have been
on.

Whirlwind 2016 was an amazing experi-
ence. During this short-term mission trip,
our team was split up into different
groups for VBS workshops. | helped with
the music workshop. We taught the kids in
our group a song and choreography that
went along with it. All of the kids in my
workshop were so loving and kindhearted.
They all paid attention to the lyrics we
taught them and even answered all the
guestions we asked. It was amazing to see
each and every one of the kids catch on to
the melody so quickly and learn more and
more about God.

When we were not in workshops, we
would play with the kids and talk to them.
All of the kids that | met were so sweet,
and it was really heartwarming to see
them laugh and jump around. As the mis-
sion trip went on, | felt that | had made
connections with the kids. It was great to
get to know them on a deeper, more per-
sonal level and tell them about God’s un-
conditional love for them and for every-
one.

Through this trip, | realized that God has
truly blessed me with so much. God
showed me that | take so many things for
granted, and it really humbled me. |
learned that all of these luxuries that | am
lucky enough to have and use are not
needed. | am so glad that | was able to be
a part of this mission trip of loving on all of
the kids at Whirlwind. I will never forget
this experience.
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Sean Chiang

This year’s mission trip marked my fourth
year participating with our mission to the
Navajo Nation. What struck me the most
about this trip was being able to see the
beginning of the harvest of our many
years of labor.

Coming year after year, I've been able to
see the growth of returning kids in the
community, and this year in particular, |
was moved by the number of teenagers
who consistently showed up to our VBS.
The teenage years are when these kids are
most susceptible to falling down the
wrong path, as they are exposed so often
and early to the evils of this world: drug/
alcohol use, domestic abuse, sexual immo-
rality, etc.

Furthermore, | learned this year that our
team is one of the few returning groups
that actively reach out and minister to the
teenagers; with other VBS programs, the
teens are often left on the sidelines of the
younger children. With our group, besides
returning day after day, many teens opted
to stay over late and join us for dinner,
activities, and even devotionals.

Through such interaction, | have been able
to see that we have indeed made an im-
pact on them, and | believe that they are
at least aware of the existence of a Savior
who died for them. | believe that in future
trips, we will have opportunities to foster
their relationship with Jesus and even de-
velop them into Godly followers and even
leaders for their community. | have always
believed that the work to be done in New
Mexico and the Navajo Nation is God’s
work. I've now begun to see the results of
God’s work, and I’'m excited for what is to
come.

Emily Hong

Hello! I am a rising junior in high school,

and this was my second time going to New
Mexico. Going into the mission trip, | had
a few expectations that were subcon-
sciously floating around my head. | ex-
pected to be able to see a clear sky full of
stars each night, and the chance to make
s'mores on the mesa. However, these
things didn’t necessarily happen. | realized
that God wanted me to focus on some-
thing different from last year’s trip.

| worked with the teens group for VBS this
year, and | thought it was truly a reward-
ing experience. Unlike last year, | was able
to connect more with the teens and talk
to them about their lives. | heard heart-
breaking stories from many of them, and
this is when | understood how broken
their families were. Despite the sadness in
their lives, it was encouraging to see how
much joy and love the teens had. The gen-
erosity shown by the kids was unbelieva-
ble and extremely touching.

After coming back from New Mexico, |
understood what God was trying to show
me during the trip. Instead of focusing on
the scenery, He wanted me to create rela-
tionships with the people there. I'm glad |
was able to get to know some of the kids
and teens, because that is ultimately the
first step to showing God’s love for them. |
am extremely grateful for everyone’s
prayers and support.

Cody Lu

Hi, my name is Cody Lu, and this was my
first New Mexico mission trip. | came into
this mission trip a little worried about the
little things, like the dry weather, etc., but
it all went away when we got there.

A couple of other counselors and | worked
with the teens group throughout the VBS
program, and within the four days that we
spent with them, we learned a lot. Person-
ally, I learned things about their culture
and lifestyle that | had never known
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about. God showed me that his work was
done not only with the "white man," but
He was also moving and planting seeds
within the Navajo Nation.

On the first day of VBS, Emily and | met
Rodriguez and Ryan (as shown in the pic-
ture). They were such a blessing to be
around and were really easy to love. How-
ever, some of the kids were picking on
others and being disobedient.

Through this trip, God has taught me to be
more patient with others and has influ-
enced me in my life back in Atlanta with
my friends and family

Blake Chen

Hi, my name is Blake Chen. This year |
attended all of the mission trips, and this
trip to New Mexico was by far the most
difficult.

The group that | was in charge of was the
teens group. God really challenged me
because my small group definitely tested
me. They were very reluctant when it
came to answering questions, working
together, and following directions. God
really helped me learn that many people
are lost in this world. It broke my heart
that these teenagers had hearts of stone
and would not let anything melt them.

Scott was a great leader and help because
of his authority and his ability to have pa-
tience and get to the kids.

Overall, this was a great trip, which I am
definitely praying can really help these
Navajo people. The teams from Atlanta
and California really created a strong bond
that brought us closer and made us more
productive in our work. | thank God for
the motivation and knowledge to spread
the Gospel more to the people who are
lost and/or have never heard of the good
news.
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Hi friends! Sorry for the delay in my newsletter. Things have
been busy as I've settled in here in Long Beach.

Please do not forward or post without my permission.
L]
First Week Some sight seeing with mom.
Thank you all for lifting me '
up to our Father! My par-
ents and | arrived in Long
Beach safely and went
around with Fellow Work-
ers with my Org to find a
house and settle in. I had a
great time with my parents
and feel very loved by my

Father in providing this comfort in moving here. I'm settled here

with a local Gathering of wonderful Chinese and Local friends.
My neighborhood is perhaps the safest in the city, and one of

my neighbors has been very kind to me since I've moved in and

will stop by in the mornings to chat.

Language Learning
Thank you for those who lifted up my parents during their trip

back to the States. After they returned, | went straight into lan-

guage learning at a small, private school here. There are some
Fellow Friends at this school who have been very kind and en-
couraging. | have a private tutor named Putri to teach me the

national language. Please lift her up as she is Cousin. Language

learning and total immersion, with very few in Long Beach able
to speak English, has been very exhausting. Please lift me up as |

continue to attend classes and learn more of the national lan-

guage. Lift up my strength and energy and patience as | endure

culture shock and stress as well.

Trip

| recently returned from a trip
to another island with Fellow
Workers with our Org. Not only
was | able to meet most every-
one else in our area of The Is-
lands, but | was also able to
hear about their work and pro-
gress in their projects. | was
very encouraged in talking to
Fellow Friends and getting to know them and their families. |

also had two days to do a little bit of sightseeing. It was a great
time of rest and refreshment for me to return to Long Beach and

dive back into my language studies. Please pray for the Fellow
Workers in our Org and our ongoing work in The Islands.
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Things to lift up to our Father

I will be taking another trip next week during a holiday week
here to visit one of my Fellow Friends and her family in a
neighboring province. Pray for a restful, peaceful, fun, en-
couraging and safe time.

My ongoing language studies. Please ask on my behalf for a
quick mind and energy to learn the national language quick-

ly.

My stomach. It's been taking a while for my stomach to ad-

just to the food here. While I'm mostly fine and able to eat, |
still experience some digestion problems and general sensi-

tivity.

Sleep. For some reason, I'll occasionally have trouble falling

asleep some nights. Please pray for adequate rest so that |
can be fully functional during the day.

Our Cousins, who are the vast majority living in this city.
Right now they are celebrating their holiest month. May | be
a good friend during this time to my friends who are Cousins
here.

My Fellow Workers of our Org working in various parts of
The Islands. May they be encouraged and persevere in their
great work.

The local Gathering of Fellow Friends here. May they be
encouraged by our Father in sharing Great News with their
friends, neighbors, and Cousins.

Guidance for next year. While taking classes, | and the Fel-
low Workers also in Long Beach will be occasionally taking
trips into the surrounding villages to get an idea of which PG
I'll want to work with in the future. May these trips be
fruitful and safe, and may my Father guide me to the right
choice.

Please remember to consult me before posting anything about

me online or speaking about me in public.

Thank you for continuing to lift me
! up and for your continued sensitiv-
ity regarding my information and
situation here.

In Him,
Christine Chiang
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| took a team of Marist stu-

G

Taiwan

dents on a 10-day mission trip
to Taiwan. When we returned
on July 2, everyone | saw

.  asked, “Did you have a good
I time in Taiwan?”

Maybe their idea of a trip

filled with fun and travel came
. from my Facebook and

WecChat posts, but the ques-
tion made me reflect: Did we miss the point?

This was not my first Marist-affiliated mission, and | have also
participated in several ACCCN missions. But this one felt
different, more conflicted.

We spent the first week in
an orphanage outside of

Taipei. Our work consisted
mainly of playing with tod-
dlers during the week and

with grade-school students
on the weekend, which
included a shopping trip to
one of my favorite stores in
Taiwan, Carrefour. Aside
from our daily sharing and
devotion, there was little
chance to talk about the

Gospel. But in between the
excursions around Taipei
and the cultural activities, the team felt good about what it
was doing. It was contributing.

A new addition to the trip this year was the opportunity to
visit Brenda Carter in Sanyi for the final three days. Brenda,
who is one of our church-supported missionaries, has lived in
Taiwan for the last 30 years, serving the Hakka communi-

ty. She showed us the village and introduced us to the Hakka
culture, including modern-day religious conflicts within fami-
lies. We spent a full day meeting people and listening to their
stories; while Brenda tried her best to translate, the language
barrier was difficult. Reactions from my students were that
while interesting, the time spent in Sanyi was not missions
work. They were not contributing to the community, and they
felt discouraged.

So was |, at the time, and | questioned my decision to bring
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Tk L BE- R the group to Sanyi. | also
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B EE A R sion trip. Is work, such as
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entertaining the orphans,
a necessary part of a mis-

Y sion? Is “helping” the pri- hen my mother organized a Taiwan mission
48 | BB Neng . L .

A , ) mary goal of such trips? trip with her students at Marist School, |

© 1y ipe = i 4
aj ) :]]f i___ i]; i . 4 Can a learning trip be a jumped at the opportunity to join. On June 20,
NIFF|LE D T B4

- s after high-school graduation, we hopped on the plane for Tai-
VR d R B A R S mission trip? . '
P N pei, where we spent our first week at the Cathwel orphanage,

(82 2% Brenda 3% 5 #:%) - In my Chinese article, | interacting with toddlers.
REFLES PRI LN describe mission trips as
“ ” . For the final three days of our trip, we travelled to SanYi to visit
#HoBRG P KA fast food.” They provide o o
but it is i ibl Ms. Brenda Carter and her missionary organization. We woke at
IEE R R VY] a taste, but it is impossible

to understand the depths 4:30 to catch the sunrise. When the sun poked through to color
-2zl
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Bk o B 1ERE QA e B A high up in the mountains. She is seventy years old and takes
DAz | M AN PE - B One is more blessed to care of her crops daily. Her property is on a steep hill in the

give than to receive (Acts

20:35). On this trip, we

and complexities of long- the sky purple, fuchsia and Tuscan orange, | was excited discov-

term missions in a few er more of God’s beauty. The most unforgettable part of the

whole trip was helping to uncover a Hakka mother’s plum trees

N T LR mountains, so the work is grueling. Despite the falls and bram-

bles caught in our backsides, what stayed in my mind is how

#2527 ~ Brenda ~ = & p) certainly received plenty troshed | felt when sh dh i
L A > H T A from Brenda in learning refreshed | felt when she expressed her gratitude.
AN T;Km EETIR N about her work and from On reflection, | realized that conversations with the Hakka peo-
(@) g the Hakka community. | ple affected me deeply. | was amazed to learn that our “get-
e - pray this gift will sow the ” ) e
. 9 H o ) together lunches” were not just socialization with a group of
RGO 2q = “F‘" seeds in the youths for -
3 N . . people—they were opportunities for those who may or may not
- PR AR o Bk 0 AR more engaging future mis-

have met God to share in the SanYi Christian group’s beliefs and

’ifk I;;\gg_i EN sions.

e

goals.
B RIP PR 0 JE
e FIRA B A We also had the privilege to learn about their comings to Christ

fiEn o A LG AR, R and their families’ harsh reactions toward them for betraying
their ancestor worship. In general, it is extraordinarily difficult to

3 |

70N

become a Christian in a culture dominated by Buddhist families
and practices. Their frugality, firm determination and dedication
to work were truly humbling to me. Much of the SanYi trip was
a learning experience, but, remarkably, spending time with the
close-knit Hakka people strengthened my relationship with God,
my team and Ms. Carter.

This mission trip has chal-
lenged me to recreate my

attitude towards difficulties >H

and work, and it has helped THE HAKKA
me to discover my role as a

Christian in my community.
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OCM (Overseas Campus Ministries),

1753 Cabrillo Avenue, Torrance, CA 90501-3697

(Write on the check “for OCOC-Returnee Ministry.”)
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"Unless you people see
signs and wonders,”
Jesus told him,
"you will never believe."

(John 4:48)
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Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind and
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The

Testimony of Praise
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] . The Testimony of Praise
BB RE

By Audrey Vanderslice

2 t was a long journey for me to find Jesus and get close to
him and finally decide to be baptized.

I was born in 1971 in China. For a very long time in the land of
China, religion was so limited that I hadn't seen a single church or met a
single Christian by the time I grew up. However, in the meantime, China
slowly loosened its grip over religion. I started to hear about church or
people who chose Christianity when I was in my late twenties.

I was in the most difficult time of my life when I was 29 years old.
I faced challenges from multiple perspectives at different levels. I was lost and confused and desper-
ately looked for guidance. One evening I was wandering on the streets of Shenzhen, deep in the
thoughts of searching for my life’s direction. I saw a church, walked in, sat down, and started to
pray. After a moment, I felt I had a connection. I felt an assurance from up high, and my heart was
filled with peace and confidence.

After that I decided to come to the United States to get more education. It took me the short-
est possible time to go through all the hurdles to be accepted by the Ohio State University, and I
came to the United States in 2002.

When I was in Ohio State, an on-campus Christian or-
ganization called IFI reached out to me, giving me help and
inviting me to its church and Bible studies. I attended many
Bible studies with IFI. For a very long time, I felt I accepted
Jesus in my heart, but I never bothered to get baptized.

International
FRIENDSHIPS

It was in an evangelistic meeting at ACCC that the reverend addressed situations like mine,
and I started to realize that I ought to get baptized some day. I have been at ACCCN for more than
two years now. Finally, I am at a point that I feel am ready. I cannot be more proud to be baptized
and declare my faith in Jesus Christ.

Evt
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The Testimony of Praise
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By Omar Dudar

y life before accepting the Lord
Jesus Christ was one of more in-
ternal strife and confusion. The

dominant religion first professed to me was Is-
lam, from my father’s side, so I learned some of
their prayers and pillars as a child for a short time
in Egypt. As Arabic was not my first language, the
best I could do was to memorize surahs of the
Qur’an. It felt awkward, and although I could re-
cite the words, they never held meaning for me.
Just once while on Mt. Sinai, I felt a strange sad-
ness and began to cry. My friend, seeing my sud-
den sorrow, took me in hand to drink from the
well of Moses. This would not be my baptism,
although it was thought by some to cleanse one
of sin. Seemingly, the setting and language took
on a type of associative imagery rather than be-
lief for me.

I remember that, as my opposition to the stay
here grew, my Mom would tell me about the Bi-
ble and the Lord. With her, I could hear prayers
and stories from the Bible. Maybe a feeling of
shame or reticence kept me from choosing to
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tables, passing on the chance again. With irony, I
found I hadn't yet accepted the gift of our Lord
Jesus through my belief in Him, through whom I
might be saved.

Deciding how to believe in God led me to
judge what I found in others of faith. I could tell
the ones closest to me were Christians, who
seemed characteristically more appealing. My
best friend, a Catholic, believed in my ability to
find my own faith alone to which I would be com-
pelled. My mom, with deep kindness, could chal-
lenge even the most stubbornly cruel to change.
Now with the one who has led me closest on the
path to redemption, I can at last confess. Ro-
mans 10:10 describes, “For it is with the heart
that you believe and are justified, and it is with
your mouth that you profess your faith and are
saved.”

With acceptance of the Lord Jesus, I need not
feel shame. For the sins of my former self, I dedi-
cate my will to honor His example of sacrifice and
obedience. If I am anxious, I will share that with
Him in His caring for all. I need not fear any oth-
er, for there is “one God and Father of all, who is
over all and through all in all” (Ephesians
4:6).This time, as I walk on the mountain, I hold
one’s hand in fellowship, whose hand ultimately
holds the hand of the Father’s Son, Jesus.
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This summer | took a group of Marist students to Tai-
wan for a mission trip. It was a short, 10-days trip, but

»%% 'fi?x‘é‘ eventful. We came back safely, but for some time, |
struggled with the meaning and purpose of this and

From the editor

similar trips! Besides the trip, our family also endured

a number of turmoils this summer. Recently, | have
been leading a discipleship training. As we wrestle
with His words, | began to see the Taiwan trip experi-
ence in a different way. | realized how weak and vul-
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the mission trip and through all other events this sum-
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mer. He never left us: “With a strong hand and an

FEARFORE DR EADGE T HEF S o BITE outstretched arm; for his mercy is unchanging forev-

I

act” -+ A LR EART AL BET o B

EEREE > ;& F i 38 “Listen v speak fv er” (Psalm 136:12)

Other than my Taiwan mission trip, there are many
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our youth the chance to reach out, to serve, to experi-
ence and to grow in their spiritual life.
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